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My beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ, parishioners of St. Nicholas,

It was early December, two years ago, when I began my ministry as
the priest of this blessed community. I thank and praise God for the
privilege of being among you—a member of this beautiful community
with its rich history, your brother in Christ, and also your spiritual
father. As I have now completed two years of service, I feel it is fitting
to reflect briefly on my experiences and ministry with you.

This reflection, however, will not center on me. In the Orthodox Church
and tradition, the work we do is never our own; it is the work of Christ.
Boasting of our accomplishments is meaningless, for the Church is not
ours to claim—it is the vineyard of God. He is the Good Shepherd,
and we are His sheep. He is the captain of the spiritual ship we sail, and
we entrust our lives into His hands. Christ, the Great High Priest, is
the one who administers the sacraments, blesses, and sanctifies. How,
then, could we ever claim to do great work? That would be foolish
arrogance and empty pride. Let us always remember the Lord’s words:
“Without me, you can do nothing” (John 15:5).

As faithful members of the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church,
we humbly return the gifts God has given us and become humble
laborers in His vineyard. For this reason, I cannot recount my own
works but instead choose to acknowledge and honor yours—the
remarkable efforts you have undertaken for the glory of God.

Foremost among these is your unwavering commitment to preserving
and promoting our Orthodox faith and Hellenic heritage. Through
your love, care, dedication, and volunteerism, you continue the sacred
work entrusted to you by your ancestors. By protecting and honoring
the holy traditions, your church and community stand as a vibrant
testimony of Orthodoxy and Hellenism in the heart of America. You
have resisted the allure of other religious traditions, remained steadfast
in the faith of your Holy Baptism and Chrismation, and held fast to the
memory of your homeland. Above all, you prioritize our Triune God
and our beloved Greece.

You love the Church deeply. You uphold its sacraments and traditions—
the churching of infants at forty days, baptisms, weddings, funeral
services, and memorials. You invite the priest into your homes for the
blessings after the feast of Theophany or other house blessings, and you
participate in the Holy Eucharist with reverence. You take care of the
Church’s needs by donating sacred vestments and vessels.

You embody Christs command to love
the poor. This is evident in the quiet
yet profound work of the Philoptochos
Society in our community of St. Nicholas.
Through the House of Philoxenia, food
donations for families in need, outreach
to the sick and grieving, assistance with
bills, and support for the ministries of the
Metropolis and Archdiocese, your love is made manifest.

You cherish the Greek language. This is demonstrated in our
exceptional Greek School, one of the finest in the Diaspora. In the
Greek School our children learn the Greek language, traditions, and
history while forming lasting friendships and deepening their love
for the Church.

You care deeply for your children, nurturing their future by instilling
a love for our faith. This commitment is reflected in the flourishing
ministries of GOYA, Sunday School, the Hellenic Golden Coins, and
the children’s roles in the sanctuary. These efforts will bear fruit. The
seeds you plant now will ensure that the next generation loves the
Church and carries on this blessed work. We pray that some of these
children will enroll one day at the Hellenic College and Holy Cross
Greek Orthodox School Of Theology, become priests, presvyteres,
psaltes, Parish Council members and Presidents, and help elevate our
community ever higher—continuing to serve as a living witness of
Orthodoxy and Hellenism while embracing all who seek the Truth.

With these reflections, I have attempted to focus, as the saying goes,
on “the glass half full” Of course, there are shortcomings, mistakes,
and much room for growth in every aspect of our ministry. This
serves as a reminder of our human frailty and the Lord’s words that
without Him, we can do nothing.

As we approach the final days of 2024 and look forward to the
new year, 2025, and the years ahead, let us pray from the depths
of our hearts. May God, through the intercessions of our beloved
Saint Nicholas—whose feast day we will soon celebrate—bless our
community, protect the world, and grant peace to all.

Wishing all of you a Good & Blessed Christmas!
With paternal love in Christ,
Fr. Georgios Oikonomou
Protopresbyter




Ayammnroi pov adelgoi ev Xplota,
evopiteg Kat evopitiooeg Tov Ayiov NikoAdov!

'Hrav apyég Aekéuppn s, mpv Svo xpodvia, dtav Eektvovoa
T Vvéa OlKOVIAL HOV WG O LEPEAG AVTHG TNG EVAOYNUEVNG
KowvotnTog. Evxaplotw ko §o&dlw tov Oed, mov pe afibvet
va Bpiokopan padl oag, HENOG TG OUOPPNG AVTHG KOVOTNTOG
pe tnv omovdaia otopia, adedpog oog ev Xptotw, aAAd Kat
TIATEPAG TIVEVHATIKOG. ZUUTANPpWVOVTAG Aotmov Ta dVo Xpovia
Oa nPeka va kavw €vav HKpO AmOAOYIOHO TNG EUTELPIAg Kat
NG OLAKOVIAG (oL OTA TPOCWTIA G,

Avtog 0 amoloylopds, wotooo, dev Ba avagépetat 0to Skd
pov mpoowto. Tiati otnv OpBodo&n ExxAnoia kat mapadoon
T0 €pyo mov emtelolpe Sev eivat Sikd pog. Eivau épyo tov
Xplotob pog. Agv £xel KavEVA VONUA VoL VTIEPTPAVEVOUACTE
Kol va Agpe OTL Tdya éxovpe kavel omovdaia mpaypata. H
ExxAnoia eivar o apmedwvag tov Ogov. Eivaw n dikry tov
noipvn, Ekeivog eivaw o TTowévag o Kalog kat epeig ta
npoPata. Eival to voepd kapdft, mov kuPepvd Ekeivog, kat
EULEIG EUTOTEVOUAOTE TO TIVELPATIKO Ta&idtL NG {wn¢ pag ota
dikd Tov xépa. O Xpiotodg pag eivar Exeivog, mov wg o Méyag
Apxiepéag Telel Ta Lepd LOTHAPLOL KAL EVAL TIAVTOTE AOPATWG
TAPWYV, EVAOYWVTAG Kat aytdiovtag. ITwg Oa todpovoayte epeig
va Tovpe OTL Kavovpe €pya omovdaic; Avtd Ba nTav avonTn
alaloveia kat Sixwg vonpua vepngdveta. Ag Buunbovpe 6Tt o
Kvprog eime: «xwpig éuod ov Suvaode motelv o0dév» (lw. 15, 5).

OMot epeic, Ta motd péAn g Miag, Ayiag, KaBoAwrg kat
Anootohkris  ExxAnoiag  Eavampoogépovpe tameva  ta
xapiopata, mov Ekeivog pag xdploe kat yivopaote Tamevol
epyateg Tov dikov Tov apmedwva. Agv pmopd Aowtdv va
KAV amoloylopo kat va avapepw oe Stkd pov £pyo, kabwg
elpat €vag tamevog kat avaglog Sovhog Tov. Mmopw Opwg
va piAnow ya to diko oag €pyo. Kat va anapibunow ooa
onovdaia emteleite kat eivat Tpog §6&av Oeov.

To omovdadtepo amd Ola eivaw OTL pe TNV aydmmn, TN
pépuva, TN @povtida, v aywvia, v mpoomddela, Tnv
e0ENOVTIKT] TTIPOGPOPA KAl AKOHA TIEPLOCOTEPO e TNV TIOTN
TWV TPOYOVWY UAG KAt GUAACOOVTOG Ta Lepd KAt TA OOLA TIOV
napaldfoate 1 ekkAnoia Kat 1 KowoTnTd pog ovveyilet Ty
nopeia TG Sivovtag pia cvykhoviotikn poaptupia OpBodoiog
kat EN\nviopov oty kapdid TG Apepiknc. Aev yonTevTiKate
and aAeg OpnokevTikég mapadooels, dev apvnOnkate To Aylo
Bantiopa kat to Ayto Mvpo mov AdPate, dev Anopovroate Tnv
natpida. AMNG ta €xeTe Kat Ta Vo, Tpwta Tov Tpladiko Oed
uag kaw votepa TV EAAda pag, oe mpwtn mpotepaudTnTaL

Ayanére Tov exkAnotaopo. Tedeite ta matponapddota 0o
Kl LEpd LUOTHPLA, TOV EKKANGLAOUO TWV VWY OTIG 0apavTa
uépes, Ti¢ Bagtioewg, tovg Tdpovg, kat emiong Tig e§odovg
akolovBieg kat Ta tepd pvnuoovva. Ilpookaheite e evhdPeta
07O OTIiTLOAG TOV LlepEa Yia va TeEAEoeL ToV Aylaopo Twv PwTtwv
1 o€ AAAn mepiodo Tov £toug 1} To Iepd EvxéAauo. Ayamdte v
EVTIPETIELA TOV VAOD KL TIPOOPEPETE O,TL XpeLaleTal 1) ekkAnoia
oG oToAilovTag Tig elkoveg Kat Swpilovtag tepd apglo Kat
OKeDM.
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Ayamnate toug @Twyovs. Kat avtd amodekvietar and to
OedpeotokateLAOYNEVO £pyO TIOV eTIITENEL [LE SLAKPLTIKO TPOTIO
1 OAOTTWY0G TNG KOVOTNTAG TOL Ayiov NikoAdov. Me To omitt
™G Plo&eviag, pe TpOPLA O OlKOYEVELEG TTOL Ta X petalovTal,
LE TN UEPLUVA VA ETIKOLVWYOLV TIAVTA e 000VG acdevouv 1
nevBovy, BonbwvTag ya Ty TAnpwpni Aoyaplaopwy oAA& kot
gvioxvovtag dtakovieg Twv Dlontwxwv Adedgotntwy NG
MntpomoAng kat TnG ApXLETIOKOTIG.

Ayamnére v eAnviki} YAwooa. Avtd @avepwveTal and To
EX\nvikéd pag Xxoleio, éva amd ta kaAvtepa oxoAeia Tng
opoyévewag. To oxoleio avtd, mov Siddokel TV eAAnVIK)
yAwooa, tnv eAAnvikny mapddoon, v eAAnvikr LoTopia.
Kat ta moudd pabaivovrag oda avtd xtifovuv mapdAAnia
@hieg TOADTIHEG AAAA KA Ayammody TOV XWPO TNG eKKANalag
BewpdvToag Tov omitt Tovg.

Ayamnére tamoudid. Aywvidre ylato LEAAOV Toug Ka ppovTilete
Vo TIAPEXETE O€ QT O,TL OTOLOAOTEPO Kal TTOAVTIHOTEPO,
TNV ayamnn yia Ty miotn pog. ¢ Kapmodg avtrg ThG aywviag
Aetrtovpyovv vrrodetypatikd  GOYA, to Katnyntiko Zxoleio,
Ta «EXNnvikd Xpvod OAovpid», 1 Stakovia twv mouduwv
péoa oto epo. H mpoomadeid oag avtry dev Oa mael xapévn.
Ta maudd Ba ayamoovy v ekkAnoia kat otav €pbet n
wpa Ba avaldBovv ta nvia. TIpooevyopaote kat eAmilovpe
Kamota and avtd Ta Taudld peyadwvovTtag va omovddoovv
otn ®eoloywkr] ZxoAn tov Tiov Xtavpov otn Bootwvn,
va Yivouv LepeiG 1) TpeoBuTépeg, WANTEG, ayloypaPoL, péAN
tov Evoprakov Zvppoviiov kat va fondroovv otn ovvéxion
aQUTOD TOV €VAOYNEEVOL £pyov 0dNYWVTOG TNV KOLVOTNTA
OAo kot Yynhotepa. Ta va eivan mavta pia {wvtavr paptopia
OpBodotiag kar EAadag aykahdlovtag avedaipeta kabe
&vBpwTo kakiig poaipeong, ov avalntd tnv AAnOea.

Me auTég TIG OKEWYELS, TIOL HOLPACTNKA, WG ATTOAOYLOHO OOwWV
¢(noa avta ta dvo xpovia pali cag mpoomddnoa va Sw,
Onwg Aéve elOIKOL EMOTAHOVEG «TO TIOTHPL HLOOYEHATO Kol
Oxt Wooddetor. AoQalwg vIdpxovv Tapaleiyels, yivovtat
A&On kot vmapyet meplwplo peyaAng Pektiwong oe OAovg
Tovg Topeig ™G Stakoviag pag. Avtd pag vmevBupiler v
avBpwmivn gvon kat advvagtia pag kat Ta Aoyta Tov XpLoTto,
TIOL AVaPEPApLE TNV apXr Tov dpBpov pag, OTt xwpig Exeivov
dev umopovye va KAvovle TimoTa.

Badi{ovtag otov televtaio urjva tov 2024 kou opapati{opevot
T0 V€0 £10G 2025 Kaut T EMOPEVA XpOVLA ag TTpooevxnBodpie and
Ta Babn g kapdidg pag (nrwvtag amd Tov Oed Sia mpeoPelwy
Tov Ayiov pag Nikohdov, Tov omoiov Ba eoptdoovie oe Aiyeg
HEPEG TNV LEPA TIAVIYLPN, VA EVAOYEL TNV KOLVOTITA Hag, Va
TPOCTATEVEL OAO TOV KOOHO KL VO PEPEL TNV ELPTVI).

Kalé ko Evdoynuéva Xprotovyevva!
Me ev Xpiotw ayarnn,
IlpwtonpeoPutepog Fewpylog Okovopov
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CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

PROTOPRESBYTER FR. GEORGIOS OIKONOMOU, PASTOR Tel: 410-633-5020 * Fax: 410-633-4352 « Cell: 443-422-4548

CHURCH SECRETARY
PARASKEVI (VOULA) KOTSATOU
FINANCIAL SECRETARY

AMALIA SYROPOULOS-KOSTRIVAS

PARISH COUNCIL

PRESIDENT - STAMATIA IEROMONAHOS
VICE PRESIDENT - EMMANUEL THEOHARIS
TREASURER - SOFIA XOURI

ASSISTANT TREASURER - JOHN SFAKIANOUDIS
SECRETARY - MARY ILIADIS
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY -

JOHN SFAKIANOUDIS

BOARD MEMBERS:

JOHN CHRISSOMALLIS

JOHN KOROLOGOS

JIMMY KOSMAS

PETE SALIARIS

STANLEY SOURANIS

VASILIOS TSERKIS

PHILOPTOCHOS

MARIA GEORGAKI - PRESIDENT

ZOE PERDIKAKIS - VICE PRESIDENT

MARIA KARAGIANNI - 2¥° VICE PRESIDENT
PANAGIOTA KOUTSANTONIS - SECRETARY
EVANYCHIS - CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
NORA KEFALAS - TREASURER

STELLA KOUKIDES - ASSISTANT TREASURER
IRENE VASILIOS - ADVISOR

BOARD MEMBERS:

KATINA FOTINOS, MARIA KOUTSOURI, PATTY
MICKLOS, ELENI PIKOUNIS, EVAGELIA SALIARIS,
RENEE THEMELIS, TSAMBIKA TRIANTAFILOS,
KATINA YIANAKIS, CHRISTINE ZERVOS

HELLENIC GOLDEN COINS

'VASSO KOUMOUDIS, DIRECTOR
FOULA PARAGIOS & VASILI PHILIPPOU,
DANCE INSTRUCTORS

PAN-HELLENIC BOARD MEMBERS
METAXIA KARDIASSMENOS -
HONORARY MEMBER

EFFIE KARAMBELAS - DANCE TEACHER
FOTEINI ARGIROPOULOS - POC

DIAMONDS

SOFIA XOURI - PRESIDENT

MOSKOULA KOUKIDIS - VICE-PRESIDENT
ANASTASIA VASILAKOPOULOS - SECRETARY
BOARD MEMBERS

ROZA CORNIAS

SOULA KAPETANAKOS

EVALALLAS

G.0.Y.A. ADVISORS
PENNY ALAFASSOS
ANGELA GARGIULO
MARIA FILIPPOU
ALEXANDRA KAROUTSOS
XARIKLIA NEZIS

EMILY SYROPOULOS

G.0.Y.A. COACHES

GIRL’S COACHES:

JOHN CHRISSOMALLIS
GENEVIEVE ZDZEIRA
PANYIOTA KOUTSANTONIS

BOY’S COACHES:

BILL GIANNOPOULOS
DIMITRI KOSTRIVAS
SAM KOSMAS

RAMON VILLLANUEVA
SOPHIA GERAPETRITIS

G.0.Y.A. BOARD MEMBERS

PRESIDENT - SOFIA KOUMOUDIS

VICE PRESIDENT - NIKO KOSTRIVAS

TREASURER - GEORGE KOSTRIVAS

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY - MARIA KILLIAS
RECORDING SECRETARY - CHRISTINA ALAFASSOS
HISTORIAN - ELLIE FILIPPOU AND MARIANTHI DINIOTIS
SERGEANT AT ARMS - LOUKAS OIKONOMOU

SUNDAY SCHOOL

PHAEDRA AVGERINOS AND SOPHIA GERAPETRITIS,
DIRECTORS

PHAEDRA AVGERINOS 10TH

NIKKI CANNING AND ROSE KOSTAKIS,
PRE-KINDERGARTEN

YANA KARABELAS, KINDERGARTEN

IMPORTANT NOTICE:

PENNY GERAPETRITIS & VASILIKI FONIADIKI, 1ST & 2ND
JENNA STAKIAS, 3RD & 4TH

STAVROULA SAKELAKIS 5TH

KALLIOPI CORNIAS & FLORA GIACOUMAKIS, 6TH
ELENI PIKOUNIS 7TH

MARIA FILIPPOU. 8TH & 9TH

AFTERNOON GREEK SCHOOL

PRINCIPAL - STAMATIA IEROMONAHOS

PRE-K - MARIA GOURGOULIATOU, MARIA KAZAZI
KINDERGARTEN - MARIA GOURGOULIATOU

1ST GRADE - ELENI DEMETRIOU

2ND GRADE - DESPINA CHATZAKOU LARENTZOS
3RD & 4TH GRADE - PARASKEVI KOTSATOU ARGETAKIS
5TH & 6TH GRADE - KELLY PEROS VASILEIADES
Al ELLINOMATHEIA COORDINATOR -

KELLY PEROS VASILEIADES

A2, Bl1, B2 ELLINOMATHEIA COORDINATOR -
YVVONI GALETAKI

C1, C2 ELLINOMATHEIA COORDINATOR -

ELINA PAPADIMA TSAPAKIDIS

GREEK SCHOOL P.T.A.

ALEXANDRA KAROUTSOS - PRESIDENT
ALEXANDRA FORAKIS - VICE PRESIDENT
DIMITRA DOUSKAS - SECRETARY
AGATHI DIAKANTONIS - TREASURER
BOARD MEMBERS:

MARIA IEROMONAHOS

TSAMBIKA KOROLOGOS

ANNA NIKOLETOU

TINA STAMATIADI

ANGELA YEAKIM

YAL
FOULA PARAGIOS

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
IRENE VASILAKOPOULOS, CHAIRPERSON
ADRIENNE KOURTESIS

KOINONIA DEADLINE

Please submit your article(s) to the Koinonia staff by the deadline stated below:

ISSUE MONTH: JANUARY 2025
SUBMISSIONS DUE: DECEMBER 20"

Please email your article(s) to: vkotsatou@stnicholasmd.org

Articles are due no later than the 20th of each month. If they are received after the
deadline they will be published in the following month’s issue.
All articles must be proofread and color corrected prior to submission.
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Thank you
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Dear Parishioners,

December is a special month. We celebrate the lives of
many Saints who are the embodiment of humility, love
and forgiveness while preparing to celebrate the Holy
Nativity of the Lord Jesus Christ on December 25.

Christmas is a celebration of unconditional Love, Giving
and Caring. We rise to the occasion to offer our fellow
human beings emotional as well as material
goods. We are called upon to lend them a helping
hand while seeking self-improvement. We conduct
these deeds without expecting anything in return.

After all, even the poor shepherds on the night of
His Birth offered solace to the Newborn Divine
Infant. They were not expecting anything in
return.

From our childhood, we have beautiful memories

of celebrating Christmas. This period is very special to all
of us. On Christmas, it is important to teach our children
the true meaning of this holiday. Let us sing carols, a joyful
event, which semantically carries with it the hope of a
better future. By praising the birth of Christ, children are
filled with joy, energy and anticipation for tomorrow. Like
the shining star of Bethlehem, which with its radiant light,
announced to the whole world the birth of Christ, we can
also say that children, with the serenading of triangles and
psalms, reflect the birth of joy and hope.

Remember, the true meaning of these Holy Days is for us
to humbly pass through Jesus’ Manger and worship with
reverence, kindling in our souls the flame of His eternal
love. Lets absorb the brightest of lights in our hearts so that
the magic of Christmas can touch us.

Finally, I would like to thank all our parishioners who
graciously offer their time and enrich our church with
their love, desire and pride. May God and the Grace of
St. Nicholas look after us. I am personally grateful to each
and every one of you.

May we all be well and enjoy the Christmas holidays!
With love and appreciation,
Stamatia leromonahos

President of Saint Nicholas Church Baltimore
Parish Council
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Ayannroi pag evopite,

O Aexéufprog eivau évag Eeywpiotés unvas. Tioptalovue Tov Bio
TOAA @Y Apiwv 1oV eival TRPAOEYUXTE TATIEVOPPOTUVHG, XYXTTHG KL
OVYYWPETHS eV TTApEAANAX TIPOETOIUA(OUATTE Yiox VoL YIOPTAOOVUE
v Ayia IEvvnon Tov Kvpiov Inoov Xpiotov otig 25 Aekepfpiov.

T Xpiotovyevver eivar e yropth avidioteAdnis Ayamng, Ilpoopopds
ko Opovtidas. Kadovpaote va mpoopépovue otovs ovvavBpwmovs
pos ovveuoOnuatig, aAld ko vAik ayabs, va Tovg
avakovpioovpue amd Tig Svokodies, v Pertiwbodue
KoL o1 (6101 WG TIPOCWTIIKOTHTES, XWPIG VoL TIEPIUEVOVUE
K&TI010 AVTAAAQYpA.

E&&A)ov, xau o1 gTwyoi fookoi To fpddv Tns yévvnons
TPocéPepay TH PpovTida TOUG 010 veoyévvnto Ocio
Bpégog, ywpic va mepipévovy avtapoln.

A6 o roudikd porg Ypovia EYoupe GUOPPES AVAUVHOELS
a6 TV €0pTaAOUS TWV XpIoTOVYEVVWY. AUTH 1 TiepioSog
eivau ToAD Eeywpioti) yia GAovg pag. Ta Xpiorovyevva ivau onpavTiko
va Siddéovpe oo oSk porg o mpatypatikd vonpa twv Xpiotovyévvwy.
Ag 1payovdrioovue Ta KEAXVTR, v Yappudouvo yeyovos, To omoio
onuaciodoyixd géper pali Ty eAmida evog kadiTepov pérdovtog. To
bk vuvaovTag T Yévvnon Tov Xpiotov yepifovy yapd, evépyeia ko
nipoapovy] yie To avpro. Omws to Aapmepo aotépt Tis BnOleéy, mov pe
70 QWG TOV avijyyeile o€ oAo Tov kapo T yévvnon Tov Xpiotot, Oo
pmopovoae ve ovpe mws Keu T eidick, pe Tov 00pufo Twv Tpiywvwy
KoL TOUG YaAUOUG, UETAGIOOVY UEXPL KL OHUEP TH YEVVHOH THS XAPAG
Ko eEATidac.

Ouunbeite T0 TPAYUATIKO VONUX AVTOY TWV Apiwv HUEPWY Eival
v mepdoovue ko epeis Tamewd amd 1 Odrvy Tov Inoov ko vo
TIPOOKVVHOOUUE pe eVAGPBeLR, avafovTtag ot Yyuxh pos T QASYya THG
awvias ayarns Tov. Ag fdovye T o QwTelvd QT 0THY KapSick
pos yuo v pog acyyiber p pacyeiac twv Xpiotovyévvwy.

Tédog, B nbeda va evyapiotiow OAovs TouG evopites paG mov
ailokepdws mpoopépovy oty ekkAnoia pag ue aydmn, dpeln ko
vrepnpavei. O Oeds kau 11 Xapn tov Ayiov Nikoddov pag v pag
okende. Ipoowmkd eipor evyvauwy yix 6Aovs kau Tov kabéva oo
TIPOOWTTIKA.

Na eipaote Kadd va meploovUe XAPOUUEVX TIG YIOPTEG TwV
Xpiorovyévvay!

Me extiunon kou aydmy
Zrapartio Iepopovéyov
Ipoedpog XvuPovriov
Ayiov NixoAdov BaAtipdpyg
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25™

The Nativity

of Our Lord and Savior

Jesus Christ in the Flesh

Courtesy of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America - www.goarch.org

Introduction

The Feast of the Nativity of Jesus is one of the
most joyful days of the Orthodox Church.
It ranks next to the greatest holiday, the
Resurrection of Jesus. The Feast of the Birth
of Jesus is also known as the “Incarnation
of Christ” This means that Jesus became a
man and came into the world to save us. We
also refer to this joyous feast as Christmas.

Biblical Story
The story of the Nativity of Christ is

beautifully told in the Holy Scriptures.
The story is found in Matthew 1:18-25 and
in Luke 2:1-20. No matter how often the
Birth of Jesus is told, we realize that it is an
important event.
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As the story is told
by the Apostles, the
Roman Empire was
powerful. The Romans
had conquered much
of the then known
world. Judea and
Samaria, what we
know today as Israel,
were included in their
conquests.  Emperor
Augustus ordered that
a census be taken in all
his lands. He needed
to know how many
people lived in the
empire so he could tax
them. Everyone had
to go to the town of
their family’s origin to
register for the census.
This meant that Mary
and Joseph had to go to
Bethlehem. They were
descendants of King
David and Bethlehem
was the City of David.

Mary and Joseph lived
in Nazareth and it was
a great distance from
Bethlehem. It was
about 100 miles over
very rugged roads.
Moreover, Mary was
expecting the baby
and it was almost time for her to give
birth. Bethlehem was a small town and
there were many descendants of David
who had come to register for the census.
By the time Mary and Joseph arrived in
Bethlehem there was no place for them to
stay. Joseph tried very hard to find a place
to sleep that evening. There was no room
at the inn. Finally, Joseph found a cave-like
place where they could rest. This place was
used by shepherds to protect their sheep
in stormy weather. It was here that Mary
gave birth to Jesus. The baby was wrapped
in swaddling clothes and laid in the straw
in the manger.

Now, that night the shepherds were out in
the fields guarding their sheep. Suddenly,
there was a bright light which startled the
shepherds. The light was so bright that it
turned the night into daylight. Of course,
the shepherds were frightened. Nothing
such as this had ever happened. Soon an
angel appeared and calmed them. The
angel said:

“Fear not for behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people. For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior; which is Christ
the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto
you: You shall find the babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger”
(Luke 2:11-12).

Then a larger group of angels appeared.
They praised and glorified God and sang,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, and good will toward men” (Luke
2:14). When the angels finished singing,
they disappeared and the light began to
fade. It became dimmer and dimmer until
it was dark again. The shepherds were
awed. They didn’t know what to do. Finally,
they decided to leave their flocks of sheep
and go to Bethlehem. They decided that
they wanted to see for themselves what the
angels had told them. When they got to
Bethlehem, they found Mary, Joseph, and
the infant Jesus. They fell to their knees
and adored Jesus.

Some Wise Men came from the East for
they knew of the coming of Jesus. They
had seen a star that told them that a new
king had been born to the Jews. They
followed the star and were looking for the
child. At this time the governor of Judea
was King Herod. He was a wicked man
and was feared and hated by the people.
When Herod heard about the Wise Men
looking for the child, he invited them to
his palace. Herod asked the Wise Men
to find the child so that he, too, could
worship Him. But Herod was lying. He
did not want anyone to take his place. The
Wise Men went on to look for Jesus. The
Star led them to Jesus and Mary. When the
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Men found Jesus, they fell to their knees
and worshipped Him. They gave Jesus
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. The
Wise Men left but did not return to Herod.
They had a dream that warned them that
Herod wanted to harm Jesus. Instead,
they returned to their native country by a
different route.

Icon of the Feast

The icon of the Nativity tells the story
of Christs birth from the Scriptures.
It also shows that all creation is taking
part in Christs birth. The angels give
thanks with their song; the heavens give
the star; the Wise Men give their gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. The poor,
humble shepherds give their praise and
amazement; the earth gives the cave, and
humanity gives the Virgin.

This Holy Icon is an icon with many
scenes. First, it stresses the importance of
the Theotokos, the Mother of Jesus. She
is placed in the center and is the largest
figure in the icon. In this icon, she is
kneeling with crossed arms, looking at
the Christ child. The three stars, denoting
her virginity before, during, and after
the Nativity, are on her garments. The
Christ Child, in the center of the icon, is
in swaddling clothes and is lying in the
manger. In the background is the dark cave
where He was born. In the cave are an ox
and a donkey guarding the newborn Babe.
Even though the Gospels say nothing of
the cave, this information is from Holy
Tradition. Neither do the Gospels speak
of the ox and the donkey, but all icons
of the Nativity include these animals.
Including the animals in the icon fulfills
the prophecy of Isaiah 1:3, “The ox knows
his master, and the donkey his master’s
crib; but Israel does not know me, and the
people have not regarded me” The long
ray of light from the star points directly to
the cave. This ray comes from the star and
travels to all parts of the world. It teaches
that this bright star is an astronomical
happening, and is a messenger from
heaven announcing the birth of Jesus.

On the left hand side of the icon is another
scene. The Wise Men, who were led by the
star, are riding horses to bring their gifts
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh to Jesus.
The Wise Men are of various ages. One
is without a beard. In those days, young
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men did not wear beards. The other Wise
Man has long hair and a long beard, which
indicates that he is much older. These
details teach that regardless of age and
appearance, the Good News was given to
each and everyone.

Opposite the Wise Men is the scene with
the humble shepherds. An angel proclaims
the glad tidings. A young shepherd plays a
reed instrument. This scene reveals that
the music of the humans was added to
the hymn of the angels. Across from the
shepherd’s scene is the heavenly choir of
angels. They are giving glory to God. The
angels serve two purposes in the Nativity
of Christ. They give glory to God and
announce the good news to all mankind.

The background shows a very rugged
terrain. This is not a true representation
of the land in this area. Joseph could not
find room in Bethlehem, so they went
outside of Bethlehem to a cave. This rocky
mountain formation only serves as a
background for the event.

In the lower part of the icon are two more
scenes. In the right hand corner are the
two women Joseph brought to take care
of the Christ child. They are bathing Him
just as any baby is bathed. The humanity
of Jesus is clearly shown in this setting.

Opposite the bathing of Jesus scene sits
a sad and worried Joseph. He is not part
of the central group the Christ Child and
the Theotokos. Joseph is not the natural
father. Joseph is troubled and despondent.
There is an old man talking to Joseph.
The old man is Satan. Satan can appear
in many forms. Here he is as an old man
who is tempting Joseph and disturbing
him. Satan is telling Joseph that virgin
birth is impossible. He’s telling Joseph
that he’s a fool if he believes this. This
story comes to us from Holy Tradition.
The sad Joseph shows us not only his
personal predicament but the dilemma of
all mankind the difficulty of accepting that
which is “beyond words or reason.”

The tree, which is in the middle of the
lower part of the icon, is a symbol of the
Tree of Jesse. This tree refers to Isaiah
11:1-2, “But a shoot shall sprout from the
stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud
shall blossom. The spirit of the Lord shall

rest upon Him.” King David was often
mentioned as the son of Jesse and Jesus
was from the House of David.

The Holy Icon of the
Nativity reminds one to
praise and glorify the Birth
of Christ. The celebration
of Christmas each year
serves to remind each and
everyone of us that Christ
came for you and me.

The Orthodox Celebration of the

Feast of the Nativity

As with Pascha, or Easter, the Feast of
the Nativity begins with a period of
preparation. It is proceeded by a fast
corresponding to Lent and lasting for forty
days. The fast begins on November 15.

On the Sundays immediately before
December 25, special commemorations
emphasize the link between the Old
Covenant and the New. On December
20 the Forefeast of the Nativity is
commemorated, and the daily liturgical
texts are directed toward the Feast itself.
On Christmas Eve, services include the
Great or Royal Hours, the Great Vespers,
and the Liturgy of Saint Basil.

On  Christmas Day the service
commemorates the birth of Christ in
Bethlehem, the adoration of the Shepherds,
and the arrival of the Wise Men with their
gifts. The service held on this day is the
Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom.

The days following Christmas are
associated with the Theotokos and Joseph.
December 26 is the Synaxis of the Mother
of God, and the first Sunday after the Feast
commemorates “Joseph the Betrothed”
December 29 commemorates the
Massacre of the Innocents, and January
1 the Circumcision of our Lord. The
Nativity season concludes on December
31, but the spirit of the festival extends to
the celebration of Theophany (Epiphany),
the feast commemorating the Baptism of
our Lord in the Jordan River. m
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1922-2022

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 371/2024

Archepiscopal Encyclical for the Feast of the Archangels
Feast of the Synaxis of the Holy Archangels

November 10, 2024

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and
Deacons, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and
Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations,
and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America:

And there was no one who stood with me against them, except Michael, your prince.
(Daniel 10:21)

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,

In the visions of the Prophet Daniel, Archangel Michael is revealed as a powerful
force for good and protection against every possible evil. If you look through the Holy
Scriptures, you will read of Angels appearing in all manner of places — sometimes in
numbers that even defy the imagination. But we should always bear in mind that “Angel”
means “messenger,” someone who is delivering to us an important communication from
the Heavenly Realm.

Every year, on November 8, we celebrate the Synaxis of the Holy Angels — all
Nine Ranks of them, who are led by their Chief Commanders, Michael and Gabriel. At
the same time, we take time to remember Saint Michael’s Home, our Archdiocesan
Institution that cares for the elderly. Archangel Michael is considered the residents’
special protector and guardian, who stands with them in this life and the next.
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This year, let us all consider a donation — of any size — to Saint Michael’s Home
in order to support the generation that came before us. Holy Scripture speaks of a
moment when Archangel Michael was the only one to take a stand and make a defense.
But the message is clear, all of us can take our place with the Holy Archangel to become
an impenetrable wall of support and prayer for our aged. And in doing so, we will
contribute to the construction of the new walls that will house and protect our elderly at
the new Saint Michael’s Home.

8 KOINONIA

With paternal love in Christ,

7{3‘ gors /’{}k%ég

t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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Ao IMowr.: 371/2024
Agxlemiokomikn) 'EykvkAiog yia tnv éoptn Twv nappeyiotwv Taliagxwv.
10 NoepBotov 2024

[Toog tovg XePacpwtdtovs  kat Oeopuleotdtovg  AQXLleQels, TOUG
EvAaBeotatouvg Tepeigc kat Awkdvovg, tig IToeoPutépec kal tic Awkdviooes, Toug
Movayxovg kat tic Movayxéc, tovg Ilpoédgovg kat tax MéAn twv Kowotikwv
ZoppovAiwy, tovg EvtipoAoyuwtatovg Agxovteg tov Otkovpevicov Iatouxpxeiov,
tx péAn g Hyeolag tov 100, ta Hpeorjowx kat Amoyevuativa YX0Aglx, TiG
PLromtwxovg AdeApotnteg, M NeoAala, tic EAANvopOddofec Opyavwoels kat
O0AOKANEO TO XQLOoTETW VUL O TANRwHa TS Tepag AQXLemiokomne ApeQIKNG.

«Kat ovk €0ty €ic dvtexOpevog Het’ EHov mepl TOVTWV, AAA’ ) MixamA 6 doxwv Dpwv.»
(AavinA 10:21).

ITooo@Aeic adeAgot kat adeA@eg £v XoLoTw,

210 dpapa tov eo@rtov AaviiA, 0 agxdyyeAoc MixanA anokaAvmtetat wg
LOXVEOG TAQAYWV VTEQ TOL Ayabov kal UTMEQAOTIOTIG EVAVTIOV TIAVTOS KAKOU.
Avarpéxovtag v Ayia I'oapr) diaPalovpe 6tL ol dyyeAol éupaviCovtal o¢ mowida
HéoN kal o0& &plOpovg, oL TMOAAEG opeg Eemepvovv T @aviacia pag. ‘Opwg
o@eiAovpe MAVTOTE VA EXOUUE KATX VOU OTL «AYYEAOC» ONUALVEL «AyYEALOPOQOGC»,
KATIOlOg dNAadI] oL pag @épvel Eva omovdalo pNvupa ano T BaoWllela twv
Ovoavwv.

Ka0Oe étoc éoptalovpe ) Lovaln twv nappeyiotwv Tallapxwv pé ta évvéa
TAYHATA TOUG, OTX OOl €miKePAAELS elvat ol dpxtotodtnyot MixanA kai F'afomA.

L& px tétowa NUéa, &G APLEQWOOLUE Alyo ATtO TO XQOVO pag Yix va OuunOovue to
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omovdAla €QYa IOV ETUTEAOVVTAL OTOV 0lKO evyNElag «Aytog MixanA», o doupa g

AQXLETIIOKOTNG MG Yix T @oovtida twv NAkiwuévwv. O aoxdyyeAdog MixanA
Oewpeltal O KQATALOG TEOOTATNG KAl PUAAKAG €kelvwv 1oL dapévouy oTo QUK
HAG aUTO Kal OLUTTAQIOTATAL 0€ AVTOVG TOOO 0¢ avTr) 600 KAl 0TV &AAN Cwn).

Avt) ) Xoovid, &g oke@Tovpe OAoL Vi KAVOLHE pia dwed, OToloLdNTOTE
vovg, mEOg TOV oiko evynolag «Aylog MixanA», mookelpévouv va otnoiéovpe Tig
veveEg oL mponynonkav motv amo éuac. H Ayia I'oapr) avagépel 10 meplotatiko,
dmov 0 apxayyeAos MixanA otdOnke wg O povadukog Umegaomots. ‘Opwg to
unvopa etvat EexdBao, dOTL GAOL HAC UTIOQOVUE VO TTAQOLHE B€omn UmeQAoTIoNg
ualt pé Tov aylo agxdyyeAo, kat vor Yivovpe €va ddlaméQaoto Telxog TEooTaoiag,
OTNELENG KAl TEOOEVXNG Yix TOLG TMAKIWWHEVOLS pag. Me avto tov teomo, Oa
ovuPBaAovpe Yix TV KATAOKELT] TV VEwV douwv Tov Oa oteydoouvv kat O

TIEOOTEVOOLV TOVG NAKWUEVOUS HAG OTO KALVOVEYLO KTIOLO TOU «Ayiov MixarA».

Meta matokng €v XoLotew ayAanng,
2 > % /
7{5 /%@/ﬂ)? ”?77 %46‘33

t 6 Apeoknc EAmidogpopog

DECEMBER 2024




CENTENNIAL

1922-2022

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 392/2024

Archepiscopal Encyclical for National Philoptochos Sunday

November 17, 2024

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and

Deacons, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils,

Honorable Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100,
the Day and Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek
Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the

Holy Archdiocese of America:
Go, and do likewise. (Luke 10:37)

Beloved sisters and brothers in Christ,

On this National Philoptochos Sunday, when we remember the parable of
the “Good Samaritan” that was read last Sunday, let us take inspiration from the
final words that the Lord addresses to the lawyer who was trying to best Him in
an argument. “Go, and do likewise,” the Lord said to him, and to all of us. Be
merciful! Show compassion! And this is the essence of what it means to be part of

Philoptochos.

Our National Philoptochos Societies, with tens of thousands of sisters who
labor with love on behalf of others, have learned this lesson well from our Lord
and Savior. The core value of their various ministries is to follow the example of
the Samaritan and to extend God’s mercy and compassion to anyone who is in

need.
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Let us support them in their service to our fellow brothers and sisters,
knowing that they fulfill a great need in the world. They have taken the word of
the Lord to heart. And although we might not be able to be in the trenches with
them, we can offer them the resources they require to “go and do likewise.” In this
way, we join with them, with the Samaritan of the Gospel, and with our Lord

Himself in the redemption of the world.

With paternal love in Christ,

/o‘ zongs ﬂ{;%%é°5

1t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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Agxtemiokomukn EykvkAiog yia tnpv Kvgtakn tng EOvikne @ilontwyov
AdeA@otnroc.
17 NoepBotov 2024

IToog tovg ZLePacuwtators kat Oeopuleotdtovg AQyLeQels, TOLG
EvAafeotdtoug Tepeic katl Aaxodvoug, tig IlpeoButépeg kat tic Alakovicoeg,
toLg Movaxoug kat tic Movayxég, toug ITpoédpoug kat ta MéAN twv Kotvotuwv
ZupypPovAiwv, mtovg EvtipoAoywwtdtovg  Apyxovteg tov  Oikovpevikov
IMatowxpxetov, tax wéAN g Hyeolag twv 100, ta Huepnowx kat Amoyevpativa
YxoAelx, tic PAomtwyxovg AdeApotnteg, 1) NeoAaia, tic EAANVOQO6d0EEg
Oopyavwoelg  kat  0A0kAngo T0 Xpwotemwvvpo mANowpa TNs  Tepag
AQxleTIOKOTNG AUEQIKTG.

«[Topevov kat ov moiel Opolwe» (Aovka 10:37).

ITooogiAeic adeApol kal adeAgeg €v XOLoTQ,

‘H onueowvn Kvpaxr) etvat deepwpévn oty EOvikn pag Promtwyo
AdeApotta kal, evkapiag dobetong, ac Eavabuvunbovpe v TaoBoAr) tov
«KaAov Zapageitn», 1) omoila duxBdotnke v mepaopévn Kvowaxr). L& av)
TV Tt BoAr), 0 Kplog amevOvvetat mpog KATOLo VOULKO, O OTIOLOG TOV QWTAEL
Ywx ) owtnela, Aéyovtdg tov (kal Héow avToL o0& OAOLG EUAC): «TTOQEVOL KAl
oV kal motet Opolwe»! I'tvete oikTiopoveg kat éAenjpoveg! AvTo akoBws etvat to

VO HQ& ToL va eloat pEAog ¢ PrAomttwyov AdeApodTnToc.
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Ta kata témovg tunuata e Prromtwyov AdeApotntag, pe XAadeg

HEAT, ddeA@EC Hag oL £0YALOVTAL KAL DIAKOVOLY HE AYATIN AVIOLOTEAWS TIQOG
tOv TANoiov, éxouv padntevoet dpota ota modiax tov Kuvpiov pag Tnoov
Xootov. O KeVTQIKOG OKOTOS TWV DAKOVIWV aLTWV elvat va HipnOovv to
nagadetypa tov «KaAov Xapapgeitn», delyvovtag 10 €Aeoc tov Oeov,

OLUTIOVOVTAG OTIOLOV €XEL AVAYKT).

Ag Tic otnoléovpe, Aowmdv, ot dlaKovia TOUG TIEOG TOV TANCiov,
YvwolCovtag OTLKAAVTITOLVY Eva peyAAo Kevo otnv kowvwvia pag. 'Exovv BaAet
0 AOY0 oL Kuplov o11)v kadid Toug kal TOV KAVOLV TIEAET). AKOUT) Kol oV D&V
HTogovpe va elpaote pall pHE avTeg OTNV TMEWTN YOALUT), HTOQOVUE VA
TIOOOPEQOVLE TOV OPOAO PG TEOG €VIOXLON TOVG, WOTE VA £XOUV TOLG
AVAyKaLlOUG TTOQOVGS YIX Vot «TTORELOOVV Kal va To)oovy Opoilws». Me avto Tov
TQOTO CUUTEATTOVUE HALL TOVG, OTWS Kal HE TO LAHAQELTN TG eVayYeAIKNG
TEQIKOTING, Kabwg kal ne tov do tov XELoto 0T0 €0Y0 NG owTtneiag tov

KOOUOV.

Meta matong €v Xolotw ayanng,

7{5 o ﬂ?%%éﬁ

+0 Apeowng EATdogpoog

DECEMBER 2024




15

KOINONIA

CENTENNIAL

1922-2022

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 399/2024

Archepiscopal Encyclical for Archon Sunday
The Feast of Saint Andrew the First-Called Disciple

November 30, 2024

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and
Deacons, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils,
Honorable Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100,
the Day and Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek
Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the
Sacred Archdiocese of America:

Their sound has gone forth unto all the earth, and the words unto the ends of the
oikoumene.
(Psalm 18:4, LXX)

Beloved brothers and sisters in the Lord,

By unanimous decision of the Holy Eparchial Synod of the Sacred
Archdiocese of America, the honorable and most esteemed Order of Saint
Andrew, Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, is to be recognized yearly for
the Feast of their Celestial Patron, Saint Andrew the Apostle and First-Called
Disciple of the Lord. This year, the commendation of our beloved Order of
Archons will occur on Sunday, December 1, with the reading of this first-ever
Encyclical.

The Order of Saint Andrew is a venerable organization dedicated to the
defense and protection of our Venerable Ecumenical Patriarchate; but it is also so
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much more. The Archons represent the interests of the Mother Church and our
Archdiocese in all manner of public and private forums. A visit to their website
(https://archons.org) would reveal an incredible number of initiatives that impact
the Church in America in positive, Christ-affirming ways. The Archons exercise a
worldwide reach that extends to Greece and the Eparchies of the Ecumenical
Throne to promote religious freedom around the globe, and recognize virtuous,
humanitarian leadership through the annual Athenagoras Human Rights Award.
Indeed, their voices are heard throughout the oikoumene!

Many of our parishes have members who are Archons, an office (offikion)
that is personally approved and bestowed by His All-Holiness himself. On this
Sunday, when we take time to show our respect and esteem for the Archons of our
Church who are the Members of the Order of Saint Andrew, let us resolve to stand
with them in their spiritual phalanx in defense of the Holy Great Church of Christ.
We are all sons and daughters of the Mother Church of Constantinople, and we
express our gratitude and appreciation to Her brave and devoted Archons for all
that they accomplish on Her behalf. May they enjoy many years of health and
spiritual prosperity!

With paternal love in Christ,

Ji e Kol

t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America
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Agxtermuokomukt) EykvkAiog yia trpv Kvgtakr twv Agxovtwv.
30 NoepBoiov 2024

[Toog tovg XePacpiwtdtovs kat Ogo@Uleotdtovg AQXLEQELS, TOUG
EvAapeotartouvg Tepeic kat Ataxovoug, tic TToeoPutépec kat tic Auakoviooeg,
T0UG Movarxoug kat tic Movayécg, tovg ITpoédpoug kat tax MéAn twv Kowvotucwv
YuppovAlwy, tovg EvtipoAoywwtdtovg  Apgxovteg tov  Olkovpevikov
IMatouxpyelov, tax péAn ¢ Hyeolag twv 100, tax Hueonowx kat Amoyevpativa
YxoAela, tic Plomttwyxovg AdeApodtntec, T NeoAaln, tic EAANVop006d0Eec
Opyavwoels kat O0AdkAnpo 10 Xpwotemwvupo mANNowpa g Teoag
AQXLeTlOKOTNG ApLEQLKTG.

«Eic maoav v ynv ¢ENABev 6 pOOYYos avtV Katl eig tax épata TG

otkovHéVNG T ENpata avtwv» (PaAuoc 18:4).
ITooo@iAeic adeAgol kal adeApeg év XoLotw,

Mé¢ opopwvn andeaon g Teoac Emapxiaxkng Xuvvodov tnc Tepag
ApxLeTokomng pag, 1o éEapetiko Tayua tov Ayiov Avdpéa twv AQxOvVTwv
tov Otkovpevikov Iatouapxeiov, avayvwelletat kal TiHaTaL £TNoiwg KovTa
otV £0QT1) TOL TIROOTATOL TOL, Ayiov Avdpéa tov IpwrtorArTov, dmootoAov
kal padntov tov Kvplov pag. A0To t0 €10g, 1) €MALVETI) AVAYVW@OLOT TOV
npoo@lovg Tayuatog twv Agxovtwv moaypatornoteitat onjpeoa, Kvowaxn 1

AexepPolov £.¢, p& v eEamoAvon ¢ mTaEOVONG MEWTNG €YKUKALOL.
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To Taypa tov Aylov Avdoéa etvar BéPawx &vag allooéPaotog

0QYAVIOUOS,  APLEQWUEVOS OtV mEooTactor  ToL  OIKOUUEVIKOD  HAG
ITatowxpxelov, Gpws ol dpAoels Tov EmekTelvovTal Kal o0& TOAAOVS AAAOLG
topels. Ol AQXOVTEG MOOTATEVOLY T OVH@EQOVTA THS Mntoog ExkAnoiag kat
¢ Tepag Apxlemokomng pag, pe kabe t100MO, 0¢ OAOLG TOLG dnuOCiovg T
OLWTIKOVS  0QYAVIOHOVS. Mia amAn émiokeyn oag oty iotooeAlda Tovg
(https://archons.org) amokaAvmtel Eévav aniotevto aplOUo ATo TMEWTOPBOVALEG
KAl dQAoels Tov €xouv OeTiko dvTikTuTo YIX TV ExkAnoia pag otnv Apegkr)
KAt Yo ) dOxdoon tov EvayyeAiov. Ot Agxovteg AokoUV TayKOO L ETTLOQOT),
Tov €mektelvetal tooo otV ‘EAA&da, 600 xkai o0& OAec tic emapxiec ToL
Otkovpevikov Bgovov, yix tv meowdnon trec Opnokevtikne éAgvOepiag,
AvayvwollovTag Kal TIHOVTAC EVAQETOVS 1)YETeC mToL  mEowbovv T
avOpwmva  dikawwpata, HEOw TOL  €Towov  Poafeiov  avOowTivwy
ducaiwpdtwv «Ilatoukoxne AOnvayooac». Iloaypaty, «elg T mMéQata TG
otkovpévng ¢éENADoV tax PrHaTa avTWV»!

IToAAEG kKoot TéS Hag Exouv HéAT ToL etvatl AgxovTes. «AQxwv» etvat
éva Op@ikio N aliwpa, T0 OTO0 EYKQLVETAL MEOCWTIKA ATO TOV (OOV TOV
Iavaywwtato Oucovpeviko Iatowkoxn. Avtn v Kvowaxr), kata v omoia
TIMOVHE KAl avayvwiCovpe T péAN tob Tdypatog tov Ayiov Avdgéa, dnAadn)
tovg Apyxovteg ¢ ExkAnoiag pag, ag deopevBovue va otoatevBovpe pali
TOUG YW TNV UMEQACTION TWV OKALWHATWV TS MeydAng tov Xouotov
ExxAnoiag. Eipaote O6Aot pag téxkva 11 Mntooc ExkAnolac 1trg
Kowvotavtivountodews, kal ékpoalovpe TNV EKTIUNOT KAL TNV €UYVWHOoUVT)
UG TIQOG TOUG EEAIQETIKOVG Kal A@oolwpévous Apxovtes, yix OAa doa
ETITLYXAVOLY €k péQoLg TnG. Evxopatl va Crjoovv €t moAAQ, pé Oyela kol

TIVEVHLATIKT) EVNueQla.
Meta matoknc év XQLot@ ayanng,
e 3 > % /
]{3 %@/@5 ﬂ{—/ﬁ 0)4603

+0 Apegknc EAmidogpodpog
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In Memory of Lydia Filipidis
Mr. Harry Tsakalos
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Tomecek
Mr. & Mrs. Marion Szymanski
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Moniodis
Ms. Connie Tsakiris
Ms. Kelly Avgerinos
Ms. Georgia Avgerinos
Ms. Kiki Vavakas
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Deborja
Mr. & Mrs. Andronikos Argetakis
Mr. & Mrs. Stergios Gatanas
Mr. & Mrs. Emmanuel Hondroulis
Mr. & Mrs. Dudley Alt
Mr. & Mrs. John Lovera
Mr. & Mrs. John Stavrinoudis
Mr. & Mrs. George Kornias
Mr. John Avgerinos
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Syropoulos
Mr. George Hrisafinas &

Mrs. Emily Syropoulos

In Memory of Emmanuel Pikounis
Ms. Helen Pikounis

In Memory of Nicholaos Hatziminas
Mr. & Mrs. John Smoudianis

In Memory of Mary Serafis
Ms. Anastasia Hatziefthimiou
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In Memory of Maria Chrissomallis
Ms. Roza Cornias

Mr. & Mrs. Elias Kapetanakos

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Farantos

Ms. Connie Tsakiris

Mr. & Mrs. George Kornias

M. Stella Plagianakos

Mr. Vasilis Plagianakos

In Memory of Lambrini Galiatsatos
Mr. Michael & Mrs. Katina Klosterides
Samuel Shoham

In Memory of George Katsimpiris
Mrs. Nichola Katsimpiris Wallace

In memory of Sevasti (Sylvia) Cornias
Ms. Roza Cornias

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Yianakis

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Stavlas

Ms. Despina Glykiadis

Ms. Soulla Kapetanakos
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GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °©* NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPOIIOAIZ NEAX IEPZEHX

THANKSGIVING 2024

"Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18

As we gather together in celebration of the beautiful and unique holiday of our great
nation, Thanksgiving, we are given the opportunity to reflect on the meaning of this wonderful
day in light of all that our almighty God has bestowed upon us. Truly, as we gather around our
Thanksgiving tables and offer up expressions of thanks and appreciation for our beloved family
members, friends, and loved ones, we must not overlook or neglect to express our gratitude to
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ for all of His heavenly blessings upon us. This expression of
our thanks to our Lord should not be limited to mere reflection or words but should be
accompanied with our active participation in living our Orthodox Faith, through our
participation in the Holy Sacraments, through our love for our fellow man, and through our acts
of charity and philanthropy to all those in need.

Therefore, my beloved in the Lord, I implore you, that as we celebrate this amazing
holiday, enjoying the delicious food and the wonderful fellowship, that we remember to reflect
on the many gifts that God has blessed us with. Our true appreciation of His love for us is a rich
blessing that allows us to continue to grow closer to Him and to continue to follow the path
which He has laid for us, which leads to salvation.

Wishing all of you, your families and all the faithful people of our sacred Metropolis a
most blessed, healthy and Happy Thanksgiving filled with His blessings from above, I remain,

With Paternal Love and Blessings

}(\'\e\.ng\\m\\D 0% W)

+ APOSTOLOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey

215 East Grove Street, Westfield, NJ, 07090-1656 © Tel: (908) 301-0500 ¢ Fax: (908) 301-1397
Web: www.nj.goarch.org ® E-mail: metropolis@nj.goarch.org
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Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey

Cordially Invites all of the clergy and

CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING &

GREEK ORTHODOX
METROPOLIS oFr NEW JERSEY

His Eminence

the beloved faithful to the

ANNUAL

OPEN HOUSE

on
Friday, December 20, 2024
6:00 - 9:00pm

At the
Metropolis Headquarters
215 E. Grove Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

DECEMBER 2024




10th Anniversary Gala
in Honor of the Episcopal Ordination of
His Eminence Melropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey

<=5 3>

Monday, January 13, 20235
The Venetian | Garfield, New Jersey
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A JOURNEY OF FAITH
To Thessaloniki, Mt. Athos and Constantinople
Led by His Eminence Apostolos of New Jersey

February 21-March 3, 2025: 11 Days / 9 Nights

Thessaloniki & Mt. Athos: See the most important religious sites in Northern Greece. Visit Greece’s second largest
city, Thessaloniki. Attend Liturgy at the Cathedral of St. Demetrios, visit the Monastery of St. John the Theologian in
Souroti to venerate the grave of St. Paissios and visit the awe inspiring Meteora Monasteries. Men will depart for the
Holy Mountain for two nights and the women will enjoy a visit to Ormylia Monastery and a visit to a museum in
Thessaloniki.

Constantinople: Visit the important Greek Orthodox sites: the Ecumenical Patriarchate and St George Cathedral,
Agia Sophia, Panagia Vlacherna where the “Te Ypermahou” was first chanted, Chora and Baloukli Monastery -
Zoodochos Peghe. Also, visit the Underground Cisterns. Shop at the exciting Grand Bazaar! Enjoy a birthday banquet
for His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew as well as a private audience with the Patriarch (subject to
confirmation).

SPACE IS LIMITED and on a FIRST-COME BASIS
RATE: Per person double occupancy $4700* & single occupancy $5635*

*Rates include the air tax/fuel of approximately $475 which is not guaranteed until ticketing a month prior to departure. Rate
above reflects a 4% check discount which does not apply if payment is made any other way. Due to Aegean Airlines group
reservations policy, the air fare between Thessaloniki and Istanbul is not guaranteed and may be subject to fare increases
depending on when you make your reservation to join the group. An air supplement may apply.

Deposit of $800 due by November 20, 2024 or late booking fee of $50 per person will apply.

YOUR TOUR WILL INCLUDE:
*Round-trip airfare on Turkish Airlines: EWR /IST / Thessaloniki & IST / EWR & Aegean Airlines: Thessaloniki / ATH / IST
*Private arrival and departure transfers in a deluxe air conditioned motorcoach with English speaking escort
*7 1/2 days of private sightseeing for men & 6 days for the women. All entrance fees are included.
*Women: 6 nts first class hotel in Thessaloniki at the Electra Palace or similar including daily breakfast, all taxes and service fees.
*Men: 4 nts first class accommodation in Thessaloniki at the Electra Palace or similar including daily breakfast, all taxes and service fees
& 2 nts accommodation on the Holy Mountain including meals and transportation on the Holy Mountain & roundtrip private ferries
*All: 3 nts first class accommodation in Constantinople at the Divan Istanbul Hotel or similar including daily breakfast, all taxes
& service fees.
*1 welcome dinner in Thessaloniki, 1 dinner in Constantinople & a banquet for His. All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
*Private audience with His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew (subject to confirmation)

Cloud Tours Inc. 37-21 78" Street Jackson Heights, NY 11372
Tel: 718-721-3808 Fax: 718-795-4356 Email: stephen@cloudtours.com
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A JOURNEY OF FAITH
TO THESSALONIKI, MT. ATHOS & CONSTANTINOPLE
Led by His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey
February 21 — March 3, 2025: 11 Days / 9 Nights

I am requesting services for people. The exact name on the passport (s) is/are:

Address:

Daytime Tel: Evening Tel: Cell:

Email: Special Requests: Meals (Diabetic, vegetarian etc.):
Rooming with: Wheelchair: Yes  No  Star Alliance number:

SELECT BETWEEN OPTIONS I, II:

OPTION I: Select either double or single occupancy inclusive of air: JFK / IST / Thessaloniki & Thessaloniki / IST & IST / EWR
Per person double occupancy $4700* x2 $

Single occupancy $5635* x1  §

*Air tax/fuel of approximately $475 is include in the above prices and not guaranteed until ticketed and subject to change

OPTION II: LAND ONLY: Select either double or single occupancy. (Transatlantic flights not included. Flights Thessaloniki to IST via
Athens are included).
Land only rate per person double occupancy $3875* x2 $
Land only rate single occupancy $4810* x 1 $
Departure/Arrival transfers may not be included in Land Only rates
ALL OPTIONS: Please add: Gratuities per person (not optional) $ 185 x_ $
Delivery of documents (not optional)$ 30 x 1§ 30.00
*Rates reflect a 4% check discount which does not apply if payment is made in any other way. Due to Aegean Airlines group reservations
policy, the air fare between Thessaloniki and Istanbul is not guaranteed and may be subject to fare increases
depending on when you make your reservation to join the group. An air supplement may apply.

TRAVEL PROTECTION IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED. IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN PURCHASING TRAVEL
PROTECTION VISIT THE BELOW LINK FOR PLANS AND PREMIUMS
www.travelexinsurance.com/index.aspx?location=32-0603&go=bp
Travel protection is recommended. If you pay for it with your deposit, pre-existing medical conditions are covered
Please mail this reservation form, a copy of your passport and a deposit of $800 per person payable to Cloud Tours Inc.
SPACE IS LIMITED! RESERVE NOW! DEADLINE: November 20, 2024 or late booking fee, $50 applies

TOUR INCLUDES:

*Round-trip airfare on Turkish Airlines: EWR / IST / Thessaloniki & IST / EWR & Aegean Airlines: Thessaloniki / ATH / IST

*Private arrival and departure transfers in a deluxe air conditioned motorcoach with English speaking escort

*7 1/2 days of private sightseeing for men & 6 days for the women. All entrance fees as per itinerary are included.

*Women: 6 nts first class hotel in Thessaloniki at the Electra Palace or similar including daily breakfast, all taxes and service fees.

*Men: 4 nts first class accommodation in Thessaloniki at the Electra Palace or similar including daily breakfast, all taxes and service fees &
2 nts accommodation on the Holy Mountain including meals and transportation on the Holy Mountain & roundtrip private ferries

*All: 3 nts first class accommodation in Constantinople at the Divan Istanbul Hotel or similar includ. daily breakfast, all taxes & service fees.
*1 welcome dinner in Thessaloniki, 1 dinner in Constantinople & a banquet for His. All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
*Private audience with His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew (subject to confirmation)

CONDITIONS: Confirmation is subject to receipt of deposit with reservation form no later than Nov. 22 to guarantee your seat. Deposits received Nov. 23 and
later are subject to a $50 late booking fee & applicable air surcharges. Final balance due Dec, 27, 2024. Air taxes / fuel surcharges are not guaranteed unless
ticketed. Ticketing must occur for the group at the same time. A minimum of 25 people required or additional costs will apply. Cancellation fees: Once
deposit is received, an administration fee of $200 per person applies in cases of all cancellations. Additional fees for cancellations received between Nov 23,
2024-Jan 2, 2025, $800 per person and between Jan 3- Jan 21, 75% of the tour price and between Jan 22, 2025 to day of departure, non-refundable. No refund
for no-shows or unused portions of tour. Additional cancellation fees may be imposed by suppliers subject to date of cancellation. Should the group cancel for
any reason, including political strife, Cloud Tours reserves the right to charge $150 per person administration fee, Travel protection is recommended & must be
paid with deposit to waive the pre-existing medical conditions exclusion. Travel protection is nonrefundable. You may request a copy of the Description of
Coverage, prior to purchase, which includes the terms, conditions, limitations, and exclusions. This plan provides insurance coverage for your trip that applies
only during the covered trip. You may have coverage from other sources that provides you with similar benefits but may be subject to different restrictions
depending upon your other coverages. You may wish to compare the terms of this policy with your existing life, health, home and automobile policies. If you
have any questions about your current coverage, call your insurer, insurance agent or broker. The purchase of this plan is not required in order to purchase any
other travel product or service offered to you by your travel retailer”. Cloud Tours reserves the right to deny service to any person based upon its discretion
and/or the particular needs or circumstances of a given group.

CLOUD TOURS INC. 37-21 78" Street, Jackson Heights, NY 11372
Tel: 718 721 3808 Fax: 718 795 4356 Email: stephen@cloudtours.com
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Poinsettias for the Church

Please help us to decorate our beautiful church for the
upcoming Christmas season bﬂ donating $25.00 toward the
Purchase ofa Poinscttia p ant.

Name:

Address:

Quantity (# ) $

Deadline - December 18™

Thank you for your support!

The Greek Orthodox Church of Saint Nicholas
is searching for a

Cantor (Psaltis) and a Sexton (Neokoros)

for a full-time position
for Sundays at the Divine Liturgy and every other sacred service including
weddings, baptisms, funerals all religious services and orthodox holidays.

Send your resume at vkotsatou@stnicholasmd.org
Kindly contact the church office at 410-633-5020

Paraskevi(Voula) Kotsatou Argetakis
Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
520 S. Ponca St., Baltimore, MD 21224
410-633-5020
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sT NICHOLAS

AME DAY,

%o A8 -‘;:}'.
FEATURING:;..
Al

APGLL’&‘NIA

BANb

ADULTS $75 | UNDER 18 $50

Includes Dinner and Cash Bar

. Greektown Square Sor More Information
& Event Center . ; «410-633-5020
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he celebration of our Patron Saints Kosmas and Damain

took place with an Artoclasia on November 3rd, and a
meeting and dinner on November 4th. We would like to Thank
Mrs. Fotini Gerapetrides for her donation and wish her and her
family many years of health. The collection of nonperishable food
items collected went to the Johns Hopkins Food Pantry and we
are grateful for everyone’s donations. Philoptochos continues
to help those in need and during the holidays we reach out and
supply food baskets to help bring a warm meal to those families.
This month we had seven families in need of food and assisted in
rent, utilities, and personal items to include premature
baby clothing for the helping up mission for a total
of $2,142.61. If you know of anyone that will need
assistance for Christmas, please contact Nora Kefalas
410-979-6656 or Evagelia Saliaris 410-592-8345. All
information is strictly confidential.

On November 22nd, His Eminence Metropolitan
Apostolos of New Jersey celebrated the Divine Liturgy
of the Feast of Saint lakovos Tsalikis of Evia, the new
Patron Saint of our Metropolis. We had the privilege
and honor to attend. A reception was held following the Liturgy
where The Metropolis of New Jersey Philoptochos presented
His Eminence with the Icon of St. lakovos. It was truly a day of
spiritual enlightenment, emotions, and fellowship. We humbly
thank His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos and the Metropolis
of New Jersey for allowing us to be part of the special day and their
warm hospitality! In closing, thank you to all those who joined us
on this pilgrimage and May Saint lakovos Tsalikis of Evia intercede
and Bless all of us!

The next General meeting is on Monday, December 2nd at 6:00
p-m. Please join us and bring a friend. On Tuesday, December
17th is our Christmas Cheer 6:00-9:00 p.m. at The Greektown
Square and Event Center. Donation $35.00 includes Appetizers
and Desserts. Wine may be purchased by glass or bottle. For
information or tickets please contact Zoe Perdikakis 410-908-
1556 or Panagiota Koutsantonis 410-979-8034.

As Christians we help throughout the year, whether giving a plate
of food to a neighbor, calling to check on and console someone
who is struggling, or just listening to someone that needs to talk.
In some small way we are all Philoptochos. During the Holidays
it is even more important that we think and reach out to those
in need. Acts 20:35 “In everything I did, I showed you that by
this kind of hard work we must help the weak’, remembering the
words of the Lord Jesus himself said: “It is more blessed to give
than to receive!”

May the birth of our savor Jeus Christ bring warmth, love,
happiness, and health in your homes! Wishing a Blessed Merry
Christmas to all!

DONATIONS:

Mrs. Sula Kapetanakos
Anonymous Donation
Anonymous Donation
Mrs. Eleni Pikounis
Mrs. Joanna Forakis
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PHILOPTOCHOS

Ms Aptokhaoia mpaypatonoifnke o eoptacpdg twv IToAodxwv
pag Ayiov Koopd xat Aapavov otig 3 Noegufpiov, 2024 kat
pe ovvavtnon pe yedpa, otig 4 NoepPpiov, 2024. Oa Béhape va
evxaplotioovpe Ny kupia Pwtewvr Fepanetpitn ya ™ Swped NG Ka
EVXOHAOTE OTNV {Slal KAl GTIV OKOYEVELL TNG, VAL EXOUV TIOAAG Xpovia
yepata vyeia. To tpo@uua pakpag Stapkeiag mov cvAAExOnKav mryav
oto Johns Hopkins Food Pantry ko gipaote evyviopoves yra Swpeég
OAwv. H O\dmtwyog ovveyiler va fonbd doovg éxovv avaykn ka
TG yroptéG. AmevBuvBeite kol mpoo@épete kakabia TpoPipwy ya va
BonOnoete pe éva {e0TO yeVpA TIG OIKOYEVELEG TIOL TO £XOVV AVAYKT).
AvTO TO prjva eiyape EMTA OIKOYEVELEG TIOV £XOVV avAYKN Amd Qaynto
kat PorPela oe evoiklo, vINPeoieg KOWNG wélelag Kat
npoowTikd eidn kabwg kat podyxa mpoéwpwv pwpwv. To
KOOTOG auTrig TNG LVmooTnpiktikig Spdong aviiBe ota
$2.142,61. Av yvwpilete xamolov 1 kdmotovg mov Ba
xpetaotovv PorBeta yla Ta Xplotodyevva, ENKOVWVNOTE
e ™ Nopa Kepdla oto 410-979-6656 1 v Evayyelia
Zahdpn oto 410-592-8345. OAeg oL mAnpogopie eiva
ALOTNPA EUTILOTEVTIKEG.

2115 22 Noeppiov, o Zefaopdtarog Mntpomolitng Niov
Tlepoed k.k. Andotolog eoptace tn Ocia Aertovpyia
™G Eoptng tov Ayiov IdkwPov Toalikn EvPoiag, tov
véov TTohovyov g Mntpomolews pag. Eixape to mpovopo kat tnv
T va mapevpeBovpe. Metd v Aetrtovpyia akolovBnoe Seiwon
omov n PldmTwyog ¢ Mntponddews Niov Tlépoed, Tapédwoe oTov
Yefaopwtaro tnv Eikova tov Ayiov IakwPov. Hrav mpaypotikd pua
NHEPA TIVELHATIKAG QWTLONG CLUVAUCONUATWY Kol GUVAVACTPOPHG.
Evxaplotobpe Tametvé tov Zefaciumtato MntpomoAitn k.k. ATOGTOAO
Kat T Mntponohn tov Niov T{époed mov pag enétpeyav va eipaote
epog g Eexwplotg avtrg nuépag kabmg kat yo t eotn grhogevia
toug! KAeivovtag, evxaplotodpe pe Tn oelpd pog, OAovg 600vG
ovpupeteixav og auTo To TpookvVNa Kat eife 0 Aytog Idkwpog Toakikng
Evfoiag va povtiel kat va evhoyei dAovg pag!

H endpevn Tevikn Zvvélevon eivar ) Aevtépa 2 AekepPpiov otig 6:00
. EXdte padi pag kou @épte kat évay gido. Tnv Tpitn 17 Aexepfpiov
eivau 1 Xplotovyevvidatikn Zvvavtnon pag otig 6:00-9:00 p.p., otnv
IMhateia, The Greektown Square. H dwped ya tnv ekdnilwon eivat
$35,00 kau mepthapPaver opektika kat emdopma. To kpaot pmopei
va ayopactei oe motrpt 1| pmovkdAl. Tia mAnpogopieg 1| eottipla
emkotvwviote pe tn Zwn) [Mepdikakn 410-908-1556 1) tnv Iavayiwta
Kovtoavtwvng 410-979-8034.

Eipaote BéBatot 61t wg Xprotiavoi fondaue 6Xo to xpovo, eite Sivovtag
éva TIATO GayNTO Ot €vav yeitova, eite kKaAwvTag kat gpovtilovtag
KATOLOV TTOL SUOKOAEVETAL 1) ATAWG [LE TO VOl AKOVHE OTIOLOV EXEL AVAYKT)
Kamowov va Tov ovunapactabei. Katd xdmolo tpodmo eipacte olot
Dontwyos. Katd t Stdpketa Twv e0pTaV €ivat akopn o oNUAVTIKO
Vo OKEQTOpAOTE Kat va mipooeyyilovpe doovg exovv avaykn. Ipékelg
20:35 «X¢e 0,1 €kava, oag £det&a pe avtd 1o €idog orAnprig SovAeldg ot
nipémel va PonBrioovpe tovg advvapovey, evBupodpevol ta Adyta Tov
idtov Tov Kupiov Inood mov eirme: «Avtd eivae o evAoynuévo, va Sivelg
Tapd va tadpvelghs.

EiBe n yévvnon tov yAvkov pag Inoov Xptotod va @épet {eataotd, aydm,
evTuxia Kat vyeia ota onita cag! Evyopaote Kakd Xpiotovyevva oe
O\ovg!

AQPEEZX:

YovAa Kanetavakog
Avwvoun Awped
Avaovopn Awped
EAévn ITikovvn
Iwavva ®opdkn
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GOYA & PHILOPTOCHOS

Help Saint Nicholas GOYA

suppod ow
Phdloptochos and the Phidloxenia House

Philoxenia House opened its doors in 2002 to provide a home away

from home for patients and their families seeking medical attention- .
in Baltimore. To date it has housed 172 families, offering shelter and
e warm hospitality to families during their most difficult days. The-
:%: a ladies of our Philoptochos work tirelessly and with great passionto -

preserve the mission of the Philoxenia House. They are currently o

," @ working on the next phase of the home which includes covering o T
. an outdoor stairway, adding an elevator, and expanding to add P -

additional housing to accommaodate more families. -@® °

ié? Please matke a donation to help them av this mission. .

Venmo:
SAINT NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH @ StNicks GOYA

Check: payable to Saint Nicholas GOVA
Note “Philoxenia House” in memo
] V\ ' section of Venmo or check

N, & r

LN\

28 KOINONIA DECEMBER 2024




Saint N|cholas GOYA Annual Va5|lop|ta Sale

Vasilopita $20 Each Your Purchase Beneflts St. Nlcholas GOYA

Quantity: Total: $

Place your order by FRIDAY, December 20, 2024

Email orders to stnicholasgoyabalto@gmail.com or emilysyrop@yahoo.com
Cash, Checks, or Venmo accepted at time of order

Please make checks payable: St. Nicholas GOYA and in memo area add...vasilopita
Venmo: @StNicksGOYA

For any additional information contact Emily Syropoulos @443-462-1292

<>O<><>O<><>O<><>O<><>O<><>O<><>O<><><><><><>O<><>O<><>O<><>O<><>O<><>O<><>O<><>O<><>O<><>O<>MWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW%@

OOOOOOOOOOOBOOO OO OOOOOO ORI LI OOOOOOO LRI OOOOOOOOO OB LI OOO OGO

OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO0

%OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO<>OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOM%@M%@M%@M%@MWWWWWWWWWWWWW&

SAVE THE DA‘I'E'
8TH ANNUAL GOYA BINGO
FEBRUARY 22, 2025
DETAILS COMING SOON

GREEK TOWN SQUARE EVENT CENTER

‘_‘ﬂ ’
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GREEK SCHOOL

December has arrived and we are all getting ready to enjoy the
approaching Holy Days by celebrating the Divine Birth of our

Christ! f

@
The children of the 3rd and 4th grade decorated our classroom and o
between their lessons they enjoyed our conversations about the days “a o
that have passed but also about their plans for the days to come! ck Sc‘o

Ni%

S

—

The coming month is full of events and activities for the people of our

Community, the Church and of course for all the children of our Greek School! The culmination
of these will be December 18th! Our children will sing carols in the neighborhood like every
year and will return to our school for the Christmas Celebration!!! After all, our purpose is, in
addition to grammar and spelling, for the children to learn the customs of our country so that
they keep our Greece alive in their hearts!

Merry Christmas everyone!!!

AekéuPplog £ptace kat OAot eTolpalopaoTte va xapovue Tig Ayteg Mépeg mov mAnotdlovv
yroptalovtag Tnv Ocia IEvvnon tov Xptoto pag!

Ta tawdid tng Tpitng ko tng Tetdptng Ta&ng otoAoav Ty an pag kat avapeoa ota padnuata
TOUG amoAduPavayv TG CLINTAOELS Hag YLa TIG UEPEG TTOV TEépaoa aANd Kat yia Ta oxéSLd Tovug
TG pépeg mov Ba ¢pHovv!

O prvag mov Hag €pXeTal eival YELATOG amo eKONAWOELG
Kat dpaoTnpLoTnTES yia Tovg avlpwmovg g Kowvotnrag
Hag, v ExkAnola xat guowkd yia 6Aa ta madd Tov
EM\nvikov pag XxoAeiov! Amokopvgwpa avtwv a eivat
n 18n AekepuPpiov! Ta madiad pag Ba movv ta kAAavta
oTn yerrovid onwg kdbe xpovo kar Ba emotpéyouv
0TO OXOAgio Hag yta TNV yopth Twv Xplotovyévvwv!!!
ZKOTOG pag eival AAAWOTE, EKTOG ATO YPAUUATIKY KAl
opBoypagia, Ta maudid va pabaivovv ta 10n kat ta €0ipa
TOV TOTIOV pag wote va kpatovv tnv EANGSa pag (wvtavn
oTig kapdovAeg Tovg!

Kala Xpiotodyevva og 6Aovg!!!
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ST. NICHOLAS DIAMONDS

Invites you to a

CHRISTMAS

Saturday ll January
1:00PM 2025

Greektown Square & Event Center
700 Quail St, Baltimore, MD 21224

Tickets: $45

MENU:

31 KOINONIA DECEMBER 2024




32 KOINONIA

2z ey
-t o K it

LANCASTER, PA

Saturday, September 20, 2025

“LIVE ON STAGE

Seats are limited

Price s190.00
Includes bus, lunch , and show ticket

For more information please contact
Sofia Xouris | 240-375-5464

I 4
'

Thank you for your support!
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ST. NICHOLAS DIAMONDS

) Philadelphia "
PHs Flower Show "'

— Saturday,
¢, March 8, 2025

Seats are limited

Price $90.00

Includes bus and show ticket

For more information please contact
Sofia Youris
240-375-5464

Thank you for your support!
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EARLY EDUCATION CENTER NEWS

The Saint Nicholas
Bilingual Early
Education Center
provides a safe, nurturing, home away from home learning
center. We accept children from 6 weeks till 5 years of age. If
you have any questions or need additional information please
feel free to contact the center at 410-633-5020 extension 4 or
message us on Facebook.

November was full of fun activities in BEEC. We learned
about giving, appreciation, culture, season, and more. BEEC
had a thanksgiving feast with families and teachers. BEEC
Parents participated in a Potluck which gave everyone the
opportunity to try different traditional dishes from each
family. We enjoyed our meal together and enjoyed each other’s
company. BEEC wants to thank the families and teachers who
supported our Thanksgiving feast.

BEEC will participate in Toys for Tots to put a smile on less
fortunate children on Christmas Day. This coming December,
BEEC is inviting BEEC families and teachers to join us to
meet Santa Claus on December 20, 2024, 3 pm - 5 pm in the
St. Nicholas Church Hall. BEEC’s Preschool class will also be
performing 2 holiday songs. We can’t wait to see what January
will have in store for us!

Happy Holidays to all!!

NOW HIRING TEACHERS AND AIDES!

ST. NICHOLAS BILINGUAL
EARLY €EDUCATION CENTER

To Aiyh\wooo Kévtpo IIpdwpng ExmaiSevong tov Ayiov Nikohdov
TIAPEYEL EVAL ATPANEG KEVTPO eKPAONONG Kat ppovTidag pakpLa and
1o omitt. Aeyopaote maudd and 6 efdopddwv ¢wg 5 etwv. Avtiv
TN OTLyHr €X0Vpe avolkTég Béoelg yia maudid nhikiag 3-5 eTwv otnv
npooxoikn} pag aibovoa. Edv éxete omoleadnnote epwtroels, pn
dlotdoete va emkotvwvioete pe v StevBuvtpla, Tyshanna, oo
410-633-5020 eméktoon 4.

O Noéppplog Nrav yepdrog Staokedaotikés SpactnploTnTEG yla
10 Aiylwoco Kévtpo IIpdwpng Exmaidevong (BEEC). MdaBaue
yla TV TPOo@Opd, TNV KTIUNOT, TOV TOATIONO, TNV eMOXN Kat
noA& meploootepa. O BEEC eixe a yopt yua v Huépa
Twv Euxoplotiwv otnv omoia GUUUETEIXAV Ol OIKOYEVELEG Kol OL
ddokarot. Otyoveig Ttov BEEC o¢ éva Potluck, eiyav v evkaupla va
Sokpdoovv Stapopetika mapadootakd mdta and kabe otkoyévela.
Amolavoape o Sikd pag yedpa pali amolaufdvovtag emiong,
0 évag v mapéa Tov dAhov. O BEEC Bé\el va gvxaplotiioet Tig
OLKOYEVELEG Kal TOUG OAOKAAOVG TIOL VTOGTHPEAV TN YLopTH) TwV
EvxaploTiwv pag.

O BEEC Ba ovppetaoyet ylo axopa pio xpovia oo Toys for Tots, e
OKOTO va Xapioet Xapoyeha ota Ayotepo Tuxepd maudid, Tny nuépa
Twv Xplotovyévvwv. Avtd tov AeképPplo, o BEEC mpookalei Tig
OLKOYEVELEG Kalt TOVG Saokd\ovg Tov aTabpol pag, va épBouvv padi
Hag yua va ouvavTrioovpe tov Aylo Baoiln, otig 20 Aekepppiov
2024, 3 pwp - 5 pp. omv AiBovoa g ExxAnoiag tov Ayiov
NikoAdov. H npoayohur) té&n tov atabpov pag 8a mapovaotdoet oe
0\ovg 2 eopTaoTikd Tpayovdia.

Avunopovovpe va dovpe Tt pag empuidooet o Iavovdaptog!

34 KOINONIA

DECEMBER 2024




Save the Date

Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey

Music & Dance Festival
Philadelphia: February 14-16, 2025

President’s Day Weekend (February 14 — 16, 2025) at the
Sheraton Hotel - Downtown Philadelphia.
Categories include:

- Greek Folk Dancing
(JOY, GOYA and Young Adult Groups)
&

- Parish Youth and Young Adult Liturgical Choirs

Registration Packets will be coming shortly
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STEWARDSHIP

St. Nicholas
eGiving Stewardship

AN

One Less Thing
fo think abouft

eGiving Benefits

* Easy set up

* One-time/recurring payment options
» Confidential & secure

» Track easily for tax purposes

How it Works

* Go to: stnicholasmd.org/give
» Select fund(s)

e Create your profile

» Select amount, payment method & frequency
« Complete donation
* THAT'S IT! Simple.

VANCO

Thank you for your generosity!

Ordownioadthiemmobiieappl
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STEWARDSHIP

37

MEMBERSHIP PLEDGE CARD  KAPTA EOEAONTIKHZ MPOXMOPAZ

“WELL DONE GOOD & FAITHFUL SERVANT”
“EY, AOYAE ATAGE KAIIIIETE”

2024 SAINT NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH CONFIDENTIAL STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT CARD
2024 EAAHNIKH OPOOAOZH EKKAHZIA ATIOY NIKOAAOY -KAPTA AMOPPHTHE EQEAONTIKHE NMPOZPOPAZ MEAQN
In gratitude for God's blessings I/'we make the following commitment to the ministries of St. Nicholas Church:
Zav Ekgppaan cuyvwpoolvng Pou yia Tig culoyicg Tiow £xw AdPe and tov ed, Scopicvopal Pe Tnv akdhoubn
owovollikn kat eBehovrikn Pou npoogpopad npog tnv Exkhnaoia tou Ayiou Nikohaou:

3 (Weekly / Monthly / Quarterly / Yearly)
3 (EBSopadialwe / Mnvialwg / Ava Tplunvo / Etnolwc)

TOTAL ANNUAL PLEDGE FOR 2024 :5.
ZuvoMKO ool Tipooopdc yia To 2024 :$

Come and See God work through your talents, skills, and experience, as well as your financial support.
Your offering to Christ and His Church can do as much as you empower it to do.
We give to Christ and His Church not according to our means but according to our Love for Him.
lvete paptupeg Tow £pyou Tow O=ol! Awote and to TakévTo e To oToio cag EXE TIPOIKITEL,
HIE TIg IKAVOTITES, Tig EPMEpieg, TNV owkovollikn aag euyépaia. H npoogpopa [lag atov Xpioto kai Tnv
ExkAnoia Tou ac Baogiotei otnv ayarnn Pag mpog Autov, 6yl oTnv oikovollikn Pag Sduvarétnra,

Planned Giving Please send me information on making a planned gift to the Church.
Awpea mow ayedialw lNapakahw ateikte [lou MANpopopieg OYETIKA [I€ TOV TPOTIO TIOU [ITIOpW
va TIPOCPEPW va Swpiow,

Print Full Name/ [payre pe kegalaia ypappara 1o emiBeto oag

Signature/ YTioypagn Date/ Hugpopnvia

Name / Dvopa Date of Birth / Hpuepop. Mevvijoewg

Introducing Auto Pay
Name of Spouse / Dvopa oufiyou Date of Birth / Hpepop. Fevvijoewg Set It and Forget It!

Oceupation / Endyyehps Take the work out of giving! Set up automatic offerings
and pledges right from your computer or tablet that will
seamlessly reoccur every week, month, quarter, or year.

Occupation / [nayychpa (Spouse)

Street Address / llLeod . . . .. .
cc ress / ledOuvon If you would like to give electronically, visit our website

www.stnicholasmd.org/give or download the GivePlus
mobile app. If you have any questions, contact the church
office at 410-633-5020.

City / mokn Zip Code / vay. vopiac

Home Phone / ItaBepé tnhépwvo omtiod

Mobile Phone / Kwnré tnhégpuve Mobile Phone / Kwnté tnlépuvo (Spouse)

EIZArQrH XTON
AYTOMATO TPONO
NMAHPQMHZ

Email Address of Spouse / Hhexktpovikr SievBuvon oulioyou PYGMIETE To KAI o
SEXAZTE TO! GIvepLust

MOBILE

Fmail Address / Hirkrpoukn SiedBuovan

Communication Preferences / lNpotiproeig emuowvwviag

Asv xperaletal va Bupdocte va oteilete Tn Mpoocypopa oag.
PuBpiote tnv autopatn Swpea kal Tnv eBshovTikn cag
Tipoopopa ansubeiag amd tov umoloyLath gag ) To tablet

Dependent Children’s Names and Birthdates / oag o Ba emavaiapPavetar avelnweg kabs efSopada,
Ovépara mabuiw kaw npepopnuia yevuroewe toue IJrIlUCI TPLHNVO r:I étoq

B Mail/ Taxwspopcio B emoit/ Hacicpovicy B <t/ Mivopa

Eav emBupeite va oteidete tn Swped oag NAEKTPOVLKA,
enLokeyBeite Tnv wotwoosAiba pag www.stnicholasmd,
org/give | katefaocte tnv epappoyn GivePlus mobile.
Eav £xete amopiseg, EMLKOLVWVIOTE HE To Mpaweio tng
EkkAnoiag oto tnAépwvo 410-633-5020.
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NOTICES/EVENTS

wffee

Hour

SPONSOR A COFFEE HOUR

We have resumed the Coffee Hour following the Divine Liturgy on Sundays. Please consider sponsoring a
coffee hour in memory of a loved one, for the health of your family, or in honor of our St. Nicholas Church.

Please call the office at 410-633-5020 to schedule.

Thank you for your support!

4 L N
r’.’;?l‘ -
HELP US GROW et
THROUGH E-GIVING

It’s through your contributions that we’re able to carry on
important work both spiritually and in our community.

Electronic giving is a convenient, easy way to support
St. Nicholas.

By giving electronically, you can:

e  Give anywhere, anytime from your computer,
smartphone or tablet.
Donate easily for special projects.
Set up recurring offerings and pledges and never
worry about bringing your checkbook or cash again.

Show your support and try one of our e-Giving options.

If you would like to give electronically,

visit our website www.stnicholasmd.org

or download the GivePlus mobile app. E
Thank you for all you do to support

our St. Nicholas family throughout -
the year! EI_

.
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NOTICE:

All organizations must review their
upcoming events with Paraskevi
Kotsatou (410-633-5020) who will
add the event to the official church
calendar on the bulletin board
across from Father Georgios’ office.

Thank you for your cooperation.
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NOTICE

Swnday @ggﬁw Plocer

Sponsored by
St Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

Coffee & Assorted Cookies

Includes setup, cleanup, paper goods
$200

Coffee Service Only
Includes setup, cleanup, paper goods
$120

Fruit Tray
$40

Spanakopira
100 pieces

§75

Tyropita
100 pieces
$75

Tray of Cheese, Olives & Crackers
$100

Sandwiches
Tuna, Shrimp or Chicken
$2 per piece

m 700 5. Quail Street | Baltimore, MD 21224

Greektawn Square & Event Center el 410-633-5020 1ol 410-633-3131 | fan: 410-634.2706
email info@ gresktownsguare.com

Coreck §iated Cloe /e (U CPHakaria MHene

Sponsored by Sponsored by
St Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church St Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
Pre-orders required Wednesday prior] Cooked or frozen . .
9 y prior| Appetizer Choices
Cheese Pies (included)
Dolmades Spinach Pies (included )
142 Teay (50 picees) Fried Calamari (add $2.00pp)
$50
s b Choices of salad (1)
P.gﬁﬁ.eﬁf:ws Garden Salad, Greek Salad, Village Salad, Caesar Salad
$40 k
Choices of Entree
Tiropites Chaice of two sides, Roll & Burter (imcluded)
‘5“|Il1ll‘]'hﬂ’n
$40 3ipp
Flounder (broiled/fried)
Pastitsio Shrimp Creole
1Ty Cod Fish (broiled/fried)
$55
39pp
Two (2) Jumbo Lump Crab Cakes
Mgg‘r‘gka Choice of Fish and One (1) Jumbo Lump Crab Cake
$60 = Sides (2 choices) |
Greek Style Lemon Potatoes, Roasted Red Skin Potaroes, Kritharakie{orzo),
Lamb s!l'g:n’f wl Orzo whire rice, fresh cut vegerables, string beans Greek style
$100 Beverages (items included) Bar Options
Red or White Wine, Coffee and Tea, Sodas, Water Mixed Drinks $6
Also available - Paximadia Domestic Beer 56

Imported Beer $6 !
Mixed Drinks and Beer Available at Per Drink Charge

m 700 5. Quail Street | Baltimore, MD 21224 m 700 5. Cunil Street | Baltimaors, MD 21224

Greektown Square & Event Center 1ol 410-633-5020 tel: 410-633-3131 | fax: 410-631-2706 Greektown Square & Event Center 1oL 410-633-5020 1al; 410-633-2131 | faxc 410-631-2705
email: info@greektownsquare.com email: info@@ greektownsquare.com
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STEWARDSHIP FUND FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024

$95,836 1,464

Number Of FmIIv ontributions 425

T 12-02-24

$167,419 -
- $263,255 -

Number Of Individual Contributions 469

Agapios, Diamantis

Agapios, Maria

Ahepa Lord Baltimore #364
Akalestos, Emmanuel & Kaiti
Alafassos, Spiro & Penny
Alevrogiannis, Argie
Alexandrou, Constantina
Alexandrou, Niki

Amann, Mary & Franz
Anastasiades, Demos & Nancy
Angelopoulos, Chris

Angelos, John & Irene
Angelos, Mark & Kalliope
Angelou, Maria

Anonymous, Anonymous
Apesos, Antigoni

Aravidis, Nickolas & Smaragda
Arbulu, Sophia

Argetakis, Andronikos & Paraskevi
Argetakis, Angeliki

Argetakis, George & Kelly
Argirakis, Pantelis & Despina
Argiropoulos, William & Fotini
Argyrakis, Despina

Arnas, Kiriakos & Deana
Aronis, Konstatninos & Moragiannis, Vasiliki
Asmar-, Oliver & Nikoletos, Anna
Athanasiou, Antonios & Penny
Athos, Janet

Atsalis, Gus & Kalliope

Atsalis, Maria

Atsidis, Ioannis & Efthimia
Avgerinos, Despina

Avgerinos, George & Phaedra
Avgerinos, Vasilios & Sophia
Bakalis, John

Balatsoukas, Konstantina
Balomas, Patricia

Barkas, Maria & Fotini

Basil, George & Angie

Belios, Peter & Vergos, Karen
Bisbikis, Pete & Eleni

Bisiotis, Dimitrios & Fotini
Black, Mark

Bonolis, Catherine
Bouloubasis, Nicholas
Bournias, Lambrini
Bournousouzis, Panagiota
Bouyoukas, John

Britzolakis, Georgios & Eugenia
Canning, Nicole

Cardiges, Nicholas

Cejpek, Peter & Foula
Chagetas, Angela

Chalkias, Ioannis & Sofia
Chambearlis, John
Charalambopoulos, Charalambos & Aspasia
Chrissomallis, Metaxia
Chrissomallis, Sophie

Christ, Philip & Marinam
Christakou, Stavroula
Comninos, Georgio

Conway, Rose

Cook, Harry

Cornias, Arezina

Cornias, Despina

Cornias, Fotini

Cornias, Kalliopi

Cornias, Larry

Cornias, Mark & Kiriaki
Cornias, Nicholas
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Cossis, Milton & Amalia
Curtis, John

Dardamanis, Eva

Dargakis, Ioannis
Dendrinos, Evangelia
Diacogiannis, Michael
Diakantonis, Nickolaos & Agathi
Dimidis, Anna

Diniotis, Anastasia

Douskas, Konstantinos
Douskas, Nicolas & Dimitra
Douskas, Vasiliki

Efthimiou, Giannoula
Eliopoulos, Anna

Eliou, Ernest & Lilian

Fakas, James & Novalasia
Fakas, Vasilios

Fantis, Flora

Fantis, Penelope

Filipidis, Effie

Filipidis, James

Filipidis, Nicholas
Filippakis, Filippos

Filippou, Jason & Maria
Filippou, Nicholas

Forakis, George

Forakis, Michael & Alexandra
Forakis, Nicholas & Athena
Forakis, Stamati & Despina
Fotinos, Aikaterini

Fotinos, James

Fotinos, Michael

Foukas, Pavlos & Andromahi
Fragakis, Aikaterini
Frangakis, Sofoula

Frangos, Constantine
Frangos, John & Katerina
Friedlander, Amy
Galiatsatos, Gerasimos
Gargiulo, Angela

Gavrilis, John & Patricia
Gavrilis, Nick

Gazonas, George
Georgakakou, Vasiliki & Chandar, Bharath
Georgalas, Michael & Hrisovalantou
Georgas, George

Georgas, Savas & Kyra
Georgiadis, Diogenis & Nektaria
Gerapetrites, Panagiota
Gialamas, Joanna
Giannakoulias, George
Giannakoulias, Konstantinos
Giannas, Stylianos & Maria
Giannopoulos, Ilias
Giannopoulos, Vasilios
Giordani, Greg

Giorgakis, Antonios
Giorgakis, Vasilios

Glava, Kiki

Glykiadis, Despina

Glytsis, Filippos & Papakanaki, Georgia
Gourgoulianis, Demetrios
Gyftopoulos, Sofia

Halikias, Anastasia

Halikias, Anna

Halkias, Fotini

Handakas, Paul & Dorothy
Harris, Athena
Hatziefthimiou, Anastasia
Hatzigeorgalis, Antonios
Hatzigeorgalis, Nicholaos

Hatzinicolas, Nick & Olga
Home, Funeral

Hondroulis, Emmanuel & Maria
Houvardas, Minas

Hristopoulos, Yianni
Ieromonahos, Dimitrios & Maria
Ieromonahos, Pantelis & Stamatia
Iliadis, Mary

Johns, Aspasia

Kaikis, Andreas

Kaikis, Clemis & Maria

Kaitis, Angela

Kaliakoudas, Sofia

Kaminaris, Demetrios & Michelle
Kanellopoulos, Fotis
Kapetanakos, Elias & Stephanie
Kapetanakos, Soulla

Kaputsos, Marshall

Karabelas, Ioanna

Karabelas, Pete & Helen
Karaflos, Athanasios
Karagiannis, Carla

Karagiannis, Maria
Karagiannopoulos Smelser, Eleni
Karamihalis, George
Karamihalis, Theo?ogos
Karanikolis, Nick & Chrysanthi
Karavedas, Viola

Karellas, Eugenia

Karousos, George & Markella
Karoutsos, George & Alexandra
Kastanakis, Michael & Nikki
Kastellorizios, Konstantinos & Maria
Kastellorizios, Lisa (Evangelia)
Katsaros, Emanuel

Katsaros, Michael & Sophia
Katsas, Stavros & Evangelia
Kattavenos, Michael & Stamatia
Kefalas, Mike & Nora

Kerr, Travis & Maria

Killias, Savas & Sophia

Kimos, Elaine

Klosterides, Michael

Klosteridis, Michael & Klosteridis, Eleni
Kolaitis, Dimitrios

Koliadis, Emmanuel & Zenovia
Koliofotis, Evangelos & Athina
Kolotos, Dora

Konstantinou, John & Mary
Kontogeorgakis, Christos
Kontoudis, Konstantinos & Kyriaki
Kornias, Christos & Irene
Kornias, George & Maria
Korologos, John & Angeliki
Korologos, Louis & Anastasia
Korologos, Spiros & Tsambika
Korologos, Triantafillos

Kosmas, Demetrios & Denise
Kosmas, Sam & Lerakis, Marianna
Kostos, John

Koukides, Georgios

Koukides, Harry & Stella
Koukides, John

Koukides, Konstantinos & Styliani
Koulatsos, Anastasia

Koulatsos, Dionisios & Margo
Koumoudis, Sotiris & Vasiliki
Kouroupis, Steve

Kourtesis, Michael & Adrienne
Koutelis, Adamantios
Koutsantonis, Demetrios
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STEWARDSHIP FUND FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024

: ’ | B | hep : 12-02-24
$95,836 Number Of Family Contributions
$167,419 Number Of Individual Contributions
- $263,255 - -
Koutsantonis, George Parthemos, Kaliope Skandalis, George
Koutsantonis, John Parthemos, Konstantinos & Angelika Skevofilax, Emmanuel
Kovios, Panagiotis & Christine Pasias, Giorgos & Vicky Mouhtouris Skordalos, Kostantinos
Kron, Christopher & Alexa Paterakis, Chuck & Olga Skordalos, Vasilios & Sandy
Lagadinos, Katerina Pateris, John Smoudianis, John & Stamatine
Laiakis, Dimitrios & Anastasia Pateris, Nicanor Sotirchos, Elias & Yiouli Ktena
Lallas, Eva Patras, Nikos & Kelly Souranis, Maritsa
Lambrow, Stephanie Patras, Stephen Souranis, Michael & Spyridoula
Larentzos, James & Despina Patrikios, Aikaterine & Jissri, Mike Souranis, Paraskevi
Laskarides, Demetrios Peach, Antonia Spencer, Eric & Donna
Laskaridis, Nikolaos Pentikis, Anthony Stakias, Dimitrios & Joanne
Lentis, Minas & Kostalas, Eleni Petrinolis, Irene Stakias, George & Mary
Lerakis, Dimitra Petropoulos, Constantinos Stakias, Michael & Lemonia
Lericos, Irene Philippou, Kalliopi Stakias, Stelios & Tina
Lessis, Ioannis & Kalliopi Philippou, Philip Stamatopoulos, Nicolas
Lioreisis, Stacey Pikounis, Adrew Stamides, Sofia
Luebben, Paraskevi Pikounis, Eleni Stamidis, Anastasios & Angela
Lykos, Fotis & Maria Pikounis, George & Vasiliki Stamidis, Chrisoula
Makris, John Pikounis, John & Despina Stamidis, Gefsie
Mamalis, Konstantinos Pikounis, Kalliope Stamoulis, Kyriakos & Jessica
Manolitsis, Ismini Pirovolikos, Michael & Eirini Stavlas, Jerry & Kalliope
Maragos, Petros & Lambrini Polikandriotis, Maria Stewart, John & Rita
Marianos, Vasilios Polikandriotis, Nicholas Syropoulos, Amalia
Mastromanolis, Manuel Politis, Minas & Sophia Syropoulos, Nicholas & Angeliki
Mavrikos, Lambrini Polychronis, Aristides & Virginia Tampakakis, Emmanuel
Mavrodontis, Zaharias & Voula Posluszny, Jeffrey & Daphne Tasker, Dale & Kalomira
Mavromoustakos, Tsampika Poulimenakos, Eleni Tetteris, Rhodea
Mavronis, Michael & Kleopatra Prassinas, Demetrios & Carol Themelis, John & Renee
Mavronis, Nicholas Protopapas, Emmanuel & Kalliopi Theoharis, Emmanuel & Maria
Mavroulis, Photis & Eva Protopapas, George & Sofia Topouzoglou, Anastasios & Patricia
Mehani, Bledar & Nathanaili, Irina Protopapas, Nicholas Triantafilos, Costas & Mary
Micklos, Angelos & Panagiota Psichis, Dula Trintis, Thorina
Micklos, Christine Pulianas, Despina Tripoulas, Marilena
Mihail, Nikolaos & Lee Ann Qirjako, Spiro & Bona Tsakalos, Jeanette
Miller, Emmanuel Quintero, Dennis & Rita Tsamouras, Constantine & Moshoula
Millett, Earl & Alex, Elizabeth Redmiles, Sophia Tsampos, George & Demetra
Milonas, Kimon Reese, Kalyopi & John Tsampos, John & Nikolette
Mimaros, Stavros & Maria Reppas, Paraskevi Tsampos, Michael & Christina
Minadakis, Antonios & Agapi Reppas, Soterios & Elia Tsapakidis, Nikolaos
Minas, Rose Rigopoulos, Mary Ann Tsapakidis, Theoharis & Papadimas, Evangelia
Moniodis, Michael & Effie Riley, Nicholas Tsapalas, Dimitris
Moniodis, Michael & Flora Roberts, Brian & Maria Tsapalas, Stefanos
Moskonas, Vasiliki Rologas, Christina Tsapalas, Theodore & Pamela
Moskos, Thomas & Tampa Roros, Arieta Tserkis, Vasilios
Myaris, John & Sofia Roros, Dimitrios & Polly Tsipouras, Ilias & Renia
Nezis Nicholaos & Hariklia Roros, John & Angeliki Tsironis, Evdokia
Nistazos, George & Despina Roros, Kyriaki United Chian Society Of Baltimore
Nistazos, Nickolas & Alena Roros, Nikoletta Valilis, Evangelia
Nychis, George & Angeliki Roros, Stavros Valilis, Panagiotis
Nychis, Vasilios & Evangelia Roussos, Anthony & Laura Vasilakopoulos, Anastasia
O'Drudy, Leo & Tricia Roxanis, Dean & Soula Vasilakopoulos, Irene
Ohno, William & Maria Roxanis, John Vasiliades, Antonios & Sofia
Oikonomou, Fr. Georgios Roxanis, Steven Vasiliades, Minus & Kelly
Orfanidis, Vasilia Sakellis, George & Penelope Vasilios, Frank & Irene
Orfanos, Michael Sakellis, Michael & Kaliope Vatakis, Tessie
Palas, John & Katina Sakpazis, loannis & Maria Vavakas, Kiki
Panagodimos, Panagiotis Saliaris, Panagiotis Venetis, Dimitrios & Kiki
Pandelidis, Demetrios & Elisavet Salpeas, Maria Verenakis, Maria
Pantelides, Joanne Santoro, Chris & Chrissie Vergos, George
Papadimitriou, Ermion Sarantakos, Yiota Vergos, John
Papadimitriou, George Sarioglou, Kerassa Vergos, Stephanie
Papadopoulos, Anastasios & Marianthi Sarioglou, Nikolaos Vizaniaris, Evangeline
Papadopoulos, Efstathios & Kalliopi Sarlanis, Kiriako Voulgarakis, Harry
Papalexopoulos, Christianna Sarris, Mihalia Vourgarakis, Harry
Papathakis, Matthew Sazaklis, Antonios Weglein, Elizabeth
Papavasiliou, Lucas & Renee Schaefer, Stephanie Xouri, Sofia
Papavasiliou, Virginia Serafis, Mary Yeakim, Dionysios & Angela
Paragios, Ioannis & Popi Sfakianoudis, John & Angeliki Yianakis, Steve & Katina
Paralis, Kon/Nos & Anna Sfiriou, Antonia Zdziera, Steve & Nitsa
Paros, Mary Sisamis, loannis & Pothiti Zervos, Christine
Parthemos, Antonia & Mitchem, Jos Siskos, Stefanos & Dina
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STEWARDSHIP FUND FOR FISCAL YEAR 2025

$14,025

$5,510

Number Of Family Contributions

$11,617

- Number Of Individual Contributions 65

$17,127

Alourdas, Nick

Amann, Mary & Franz
Angelopoulos, Chris
Angelos, Mark & Kalliope
Black, Mark

Bonolis, Catherine
Canning, Nicole
Cardiges, Nicholas
Chionis, Antonios
Cook, Harry

Cornias, John

Cornias, Larry

Cossis, Milton & Amalia
Gargiulo, Angela

Georgakakou, Vasiliki & Chandar, Bharath

Georgalas, Michael & Hrisovalantou

Harris, Athena

Ieromonahos, Pantelis & Stamatia
Kafouros, Demetrios

Kalambihis, Maria

Kaminaris, Demetrios & Michelle
Kapetanakos, Elias & Stephanie
Karaflos, Nektarios

Koumoudis, Sotiris & Vasiliki
Kouroupis, Steve

Kourtesis, Michael & Adrienne
Kron, Christopher & Alexa
Lallas, Eva

Ledakis, Panagiotis

Lentis, Minas & Kostalas, Eleni
Loizou, Chris & Doxia

Lykos, Konstantinos
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Millett, Earl & Alex, Elizabeth
O’Drudy, Leo & Tricia
Oikonomou, Fr. Georgios
Papadopoulos, Anastasios & Marianthi
Papalexopoulos, Christianna
Papavasiliou, Virginia

Paragios, Ioannis & Popi
Parthemos, Antonia & Mitchem, Jos
Peach, Antonia

Philippou, Philip

Pikounis, Adrew

Polikandriotis, Kostas & Hariklia
Polychronis, Aristides & Virginia
Prassinas, Demetrios & Carol
Samaras, Peter

Sarioglou, Anastasia

Sarioglou, Nikolaos

Sarlanis, Kiriako

Sazaklis, Antonios

Skandalis, George

Stamidis, Anastasios & Angela
Stamoulis, George & Maria
Stewart, John & Rita

Themelis, John & Renee

Tserkis, George

Vasilakopoulos, Irene
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ST. NICHOLAS MAILING LIST

To subscribe to the St. Nicholas mailing list,
please follow these steps:

1) Open your Email client and create a new message.

2) Enter stnicholasbaltimore@listserv.goarch.org as the To address. If this
address does not work, you may need to use
STserv@stnicholasbaltimore@listserv.goarch.org. Older list serve accounts
were configured with the STserv address.

3) Enter “subscribe” stnicholasbaltimore in the body of your message where
stnicholasbaltimore is the name of the list you are subscribing to.

4) Leave the subject of the message blank. If your mail program requires text
in the subject field, enter random characters.

5) Send the email; you will receive a confirmation if you successfully
subscribed.
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LITURGICAL CALENDAR - DECEMBER

Sunday, December 1:
Wednesday, December 4:
Thursday, December 5:
Friday, December 6:
Sunday, December 8:
Monday, December 9:
Thursday, December 12:
Sunday, December 15:
Sunday, December 22:
Monday, December 23:
Tuesday, December 24:
Christmas Eve Service

Wednesday, December 25:
Sunday, December 29:
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14t Sunday of Luke:

Orthros: 8:30 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am

St. Barbara the Great Martyr: Divine Liturgy: 9:00 am
St. Nicholas Name Day: Great Vesper Service 7:00 pm
St. Nicholas Name Day:

Orthros 8:30 am Divine Liturgy 09:45 am

10t Sunday of Luke:

Orthros: 8:30 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am

The Conception by St. Anna of the Most Holy
Theotokos, Orthros: 9:00 am

Spyridon the Wonderworker of Trymithous:
Divine Liturgy: 9:00 am

11 Sunday of Luke: Eleutherios the Holy Martyr:
Orthros: 8:30 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am

Sunday before the Nativity:

Orthros: 8:30 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am

The Sacrament of Holy Unction: 6:30 pm

TBA

TBA

TBA

Sunday after the Nativity:

Orthros: 8:30 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am

The Nativity of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ
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