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My beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,

On the first of September, we welcome, as every year, a new ecclesiastical year
with the grace of God. On New Year’s Day of the cosmic year, the first of January, it
isa custom for people to make important decisions, make promises and set goals.
So, on this ecclesiastical New Year’s Day, I would like to share some thoughts with
you and suggest that we make decisions, set goals and make promises for the
good and progress of our community.

I propose that we dedicate the new church year to our youth. Let us make it a
priority to support every action related to children. To support every effort of
GOYA, the Greek School, the Sunday School, the “ Hellenic Golden Coins’, the
Altar Boys. Let us all do what we can to do the most we can to make our children
feel welcome. That they feel the church as an open and warm embrace. That they
desire to come regularly, not because it is mandatory or a requirement to play in
tournaments, but because they are hungry and thirsty for Christ, because they
love our faith, because they find safety, comfort, strength, hope in the church. It is
the place where they will build true friendships for a lifetime. More importantly,
they will build a solid relationship with the community. And by recognizing the
importance, the toil and sacrifice that their parents, grandparents and great-
grandparents made to enjoy the goods offered to them, they will understand
their own responsibility for the continuation of those traditions.

I am proud of our youth. I congratulate and praise the parents for their excellent
work. But we can do even more. And I would like us all to strive for this together.
To support, as we can, morally and financially, the activities of the youth. Last
year the Parish Council gave significant financial support to Hellenic Golden
Coins and covered a significant part of the cost for children from our church
to participate in the Metropolis Camp. So, unlike the summer of 2023 when no
children from our community participated in the Camps, this year eight children
went. And we hope next summer that the number will double and triple.

GOYA has planned a very well-organized program with multiple activities
through the end of the year. Sunday School welcomes the younger children
every Sunday to learn things about our faith. The HGC dance group with its
two sections is preparing to participate in multiple events. The children of the
sanctuary, our “papadakia’; brighten the celebration of the Eucharist and help
with their active participation. The students of our Greek School are enthusiastic
with their progress in Greek letters and the wonderful celebrations they present.

Most precious and superior of all, however, is the childrens church attendance.
I want to plead with the parents with all the strength of my soul and heart. To
put regular church attendance on their schedule. This is the greatest and most
precious spiritual gift you can give your children. I know how busy and how tired
you are. But that makes your sacrifice even more meaningful. And you can be
sure that your children will remember it with gratitude all the rest of their lives.

T'was recently talking to a great man who has managed to remain humble despite
the very high position he has achieved through merit and great effort. And I

listened to him with great emotion as he said
to me “nothing I have accomplished in my
life would have happened if it were not for the
church, to the church I owe everything and I
am grateful to my family for this gift” I know
that all parents strive to give their children the
best. But there is a danger that we can become
so consumed by this effort that in the end
we will have unwittingly forgotten the most
important and highest of all. Christ.

St. Kosmas the Aetolian, the teacher of the Greek nation, in the dark years of
the Turkish occupation, who went from village to village building first schools
and then churches, said “You need both soul and Christ”. The ideal place for the
spiritual development of our childrens souls is our Holy Church. And it is in
her that our children will come to know and meet our Christ.

I designate the new church year for the community of St. Nicholas as the Year
of Youth. And I invite you all to join in helping with all our strength. How
wonderful and great it would be if there were a parishioner who would give one
hundred thousand dollars to the Greek School each year so that all children’s
attendance would be free. How great it would be if there was a donor who
would underwrite all the expenses for the children to participate in each and
every GOYA tournament. Someone else to underwrite the participation of the
Golden Coins in the MDF organized by our Metropolis. Someone else to take
care of the expenses of the children’s participation in the Camps. Anonymous
or not. But in any case, their names would be written in gold letters in the hearts
of the children and above all in the book of Heaven.

But one does not necessarily have to be rich and financially comfortable to give.
A sweet smile of welcome to the children is enough. Accepting them as they
are. Not to judge them and not to gossip about them. For then we are driving
them away from the church by this behavior and that is the greatest sin.

I hope the new year is blessed by God. I love you all, I pray for you, and I
promise to be with you with all my strength. And with the courage of love in
Christ I ask also for a gift from you. To see and meet you as often as possible
at the Sunday Liturgy, which is our feast and festival. It is our Resurrection and
our life.

Blessed may be the new ecclesiastical year!
With paternal love in Christ,

Fr. Georgios Oikonomou
Protopresbyter




Ayannrot pov ev Xplotw adehgoi,

Tnv npwtn Tov XentepPpiov, vtodexdpacte, Onwg kabe xpdvo, Eva
véo ekKANGOLAOTIKO £€T0G e Tr XdptL Tov Oeov. Tnv Ilpwtoxpovid
TOV KOOWIKOV éTovg, pwtn lavovapiov, cuvnBilovv ot dvBpwmot
Vo TOUPVOUV  OTUAVTIKEG ATOQACEL;, Va Oivouv VTOCXEOELS
kat va Bétouv otoxovs. Oa NBela Aomdv oV EKKANCLAOTIKY
IIpwtoxpovid va potpactw pall cug KATOLEG OKEVELG KAl VA GAG
npoteivw va AaPfovpe amo@doels, va opicovpe oTOXOVG Kal va
dwaoovpe VTOOXETELS Yia TO KAAS Kat TNV TPOodo TG KOOTNTAG
HOG.

ITpoteivw Vo aPLEPWOOVLE TO VEO EKKANOLAOTIKO £TOG GTI VEOTNTA
pag. Na Bdrovpe wg mpotepardtta tn otrpién kdbe Spdong, mov
oxetifetat pe ta mauwdid. Na vrootnpi§ovpte kabe mpoomabeta tng
GOYA, tov EXA\nvikot ZyoAeiov, Tov Katnyntikov Xxoleiov, twv
«EM\nvikav Xpvowv Olovpuovs, twv Iepomaidwv. Na kédvovpe
ONOLOTLTIEPLOCOTEPO [TOPOVLE, WO TE Ta TSI pog va aucBavovTal
eunpoodexta. Na awoBdvovtat v ekkAnoia wg fua avowytn kat
{eotr) aykahd. Na emBupovv va épxovTal TakTikd, OxtL ylati Toug
emParhetan 1 eivaw mpovmobeon yua va maifovv ot abAnTikég
Sopyavwaoelg adAd ylati Styovv yla Xplotd, ylati ayamovv vy
niotn, ylati Ppiokovv otnv ekkAnoia ac@dlela, mapnyopLd,
Svvapn, eAmida. Eivat o tomog, 6mov Ba xticovv @hieg aAnBivég yla
i oAGKANpn Lwr). Akopa omovdatdTtepo, Opwe, OTt Ba yticovv pa
otépen oxéon pe v kowotnta. Kat avayvwpilovtag tn onpaoia,
TOVG KOTOVG Kau TiG Buoieg mov €kavav oL yoveig, manmovdeg kat
Tponannovdeg TOVG, WoTe va anoAauPavovv ta ayadd mov Toug
TpooPEpovTal, va katavonoovv T Oikry Tovg evBivn ya T
OUVEXELL AUTWY TWV TIAPASOTEWY.

Eipat veprigavog yia tn veolaia pog. Xvyxaipw Kat emave Tovg
yoveig ya v efatpetikn) Sovlewd. Mmopovpe Opwg va kdvovpe
akopa mepoootepa. Kat Ba nfeha yia avtd va aywviotovpe
oot pali. Na otnpifovpe, 6mwg Pmopovpe, NOKA Kot OKOVOUIKA
g Spaotnpotnteg TG veoAaiag. Tov mepacuévo Xpdvo To
Evoprakd ZupBovlio ¢0woe ONUAVTIKI] OIKOVOULKT] EVIOXVLOT] OTa
Hellenic Golden Coins aAAd kot kKGAVYeE ONUAVTIKO HEPOG TOV
KOGTOVG, Ylot Vo CUPPETEXOLY TloudLd amd Tnv ekkAnoia pag otnv
Kataoknivwon tmg Mntpémolng. Etol oe avtifeon pe to kalokaipt
Tov 2023 mov kavéva mtaudi and Tny kowoTNTd pag dev ouppeTeixe
ot Kataoknvwaoels, gétog myav oxtd maudid. Kat eAntiCovpe to
EMOEVO KaAoKaipt va Ttdve StmAdota Kat TpUTAdoLA.

H GOYA éyet oxediaoel éva TOAD KaAd opyavwpéVo TPOYPapLHa
pe moAlamAég Spactnplotnteg pEXpL To TéNog Tov Xpdvou. To
Katnxntké Xxoleio kdbe Kvplakr vmodéyetar Ta pukpotepa
naudid, yla va pdBovv mpdypata yla v miotn pac. To xopevtikd
OUYKPOTNA pe Ta VO THNAUATA TIOV £XEL ETOLUALETAL VAL CUUHETEXEL
oe ToAamAég Stopyavwoels. Ta maudid Tov tepov, Ta «mamaddkion»
uag, Aapmpovovv v téheon g Osiag Evxapiotiog kot fonbovv
e TNV evepyrn ovppetoxr tovs. Ot padntpieg kat ot pabntég tov
EXAnvikod xoAeiov pag evBovotdfouvv pe v mpdodd tovg ata
eAMNVIKA ypaptpaTa Kat pe Tig Oavacteg YIopTEG TOL TaPOVGLAioLV.

To oAV TIHOTEPO KAl AVDTEPO OAWY, WOTHOO, €ival 0 EKKANOLAGHOG
Twv adwv. Oéhw va Tapakaléow Tovg yoveig pe OAn T Suvapn
™G Yuxng kat ™G kapdidg pov. Na Pdlovv oto mpdypappd
TOVG TOV TOKTIKO EKKANGLAOUO. AVTO eivat To oToVSAUOTEPO Kat
TIOAVTIUOTEPO TIVELHATIKO SWPO, IOV UTTOPEITE VAL KAVETE OTA T OLA
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oag. Tvwpilw m600 amacxoAnuévol Kal TOCO KOUPAGHEVOL EIOTE.
‘Etot 6pwg n Buoia oag amoktd akdpa peyaivtepn onpacia. Ko va
elote PéPatot 6Tt Ta Taudid oag Ba To BupovvTaL e evyVwHOOUVN
oe OAn Tovg T {wn).

v{ntovoa npdogata e évav omovdaio dvBpwo, mov katdpepe
va pebvel Tamevog mapd Ty ToAD vymAn B€om o €xel KaTakTroEL
pe tnv aia kot ™ peydAn tov mpoondBeia. Kat tov dkovoa pe
HeydAn ovykivion va pov A€eL «TImoTa amd OAa 600 EXw KaTAPEPEL
ot Cwn pov Sev Ba eixe ovuPel, av Sev vrnpye n ekkAnoia, otV
eKKANCia 0Qeilw Ta TTAVTA KAl EVYVWUOVW TNV OWKOYEVELA U0V
yia avtd 1o dwpor. Tvwpilw 6Tt OAot oL yoveig aywvi{opaote
va mpoo@épovpe oTa TaUdd pHag To kKaAvTepo. Ymdpxet Opwg o
kivéuvog va pag amoppo@roel 160 TOAV 1| mpoomabela avtr,
mov 070 Téhog Ba éxovpe Eexaoet aBehd pag To oNpAVTIKOTEPO KaL
vynAoTEPO OAwv. Tov Xpioto.

O Aytog Koopdg o Artwlog, 0 SA0KAA0G TOV YEVOUG, Ta OKOTELVA
Xpovia NG Tovpkokpatiag, mov yopile amd xwpld oe XwpLo
xtiovrag mpdrta oxoleia kat Votepa ekkAnoies, Eleye «Puxr) kau
Xpotog oag xpetdletar. O avikdg XWPog yla TNV TVEVHATIKN
kaAAiépyeta Tng Woxng Twv maduwv pag eivat ) Ayia pag EkkAnoia.
Kat péoa oe avtiy Ba yvwpicovv kat Ba ovvavtioovy ta maudid
pog tov XpLoto pag.

Ovopdlw T0 V€0 €KKANOLOOTIKO €TOG Yyl TNV KOWOTNTA TOV
Ayiov Nikohdov wg £€tog veotntag. Kat oag kadd oOlovg va
ovatpatevtovpe Pondwvtag pe 6An pag t Svvapn. Iléco opopeo
kat orovdaio Ba frav va Pplokodtav évag evopitng, o omoiog Ha
xapile exato xthiddeg Soldpia ato EXAnvikd Xxoheio kdbe xpovo
woTe 1 poitnon dAwv twv taudtwv va eivau Swpeav. Iéco omovdaio
Ba rjTav va vmrpxe évag Swpntiig mov Ba avaldpPave Ola ta éEoda
ytla 1) ovppeTOXN Twv Taudtdv oe kdbe éva Tovpvovd g GOYA.
Kamolog dAhog va avaldpPave Tn ovppetoyn Twv Golden Coins
oto MDF mov Stopyavavet ) MntpomoAn pag. AANog va avaldpPet
Ta ¢§0da ouppeToxns Twv aududy oTig Kataoknvaoeis. Avaovopan
enwvupa. Ze kaBe mepintwon Opwg Ta ovopatd tovg Ba ypagovrav
HE XPLOA Ypappata oTiG KapdlEg Twv Taudldv Kal TPOTAVTWY 0TO
BPAio Tov ovpavo.

Ma Sev xpetdletan va givat K4molog onwodrnote TAOVOLOG Kat
OLKOVOWIKA &VeTOg yioo va Tpoo@épel. Eivar apketd €va yAvko
xapoyero kakwoopiopatog ota taudid. Na ta amodexopacte 6mwg
eivat. Na pnv ta kpivovpe kol va unv ta kovtoounolevovpe. Tarti
TOTE Ta SLWYVOVYLE [LE TT) CUUTEPLPOPA HLOG AVTH) A6 THV EKKANTia
Kat autd eivan 1) peyalvtepn apaptia.

Evyopatn véa xpovid va eivau evhoynuévn ano tov @eo. Zag ayanm
0\oVG, TIPOoEVYOHAL YL E0AG Kat bTTOoxopat 0Tt Ba elpan KOVTA cag
pe 0Agg pov Tig Suvdpels. Kat pe 1o Bappog g ev Xplotd ayanng
{ntdw éva Swpo and eodg. Na oag PAETW kat va 0ag cuvavtw 660
o ovxva yivetat otnv Kvprakdatikn Oeia Aettovpyia, mov eivat n)
ylopTr| Kat o tavyvpt pog. Eivat n Avdotaon kat i {on pag.

Evloynuévo 1o véo eKKANOLACTIKO £TOG!

Me ev Xprotw ayann,
IIpwtonpeaPitepos Iewpyrtog Oucovopov
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PROTOPRESBYTER FR. GEORGIOS OIKONOMOU, PASTOR Tel: 410-633-5020 * Fax: 410-633-4352 « Cell: 443-422-4548

CHURCH SECRETARY
PARASKEVI (VOULA) KOTSATOU
FINANCIAL SECRETARY

AMALIA SYROPOULOS-KOSTRIVAS

PARISH COUNCIL

PRESIDENT - STAMATIA IEROMONAHOS
VICE PRESIDENT - EMMANUEL THEOHARIS
TREASURER - SOFIA XOURI

ASSISTANT TREASURER - JOHN SFAKIANOUDIS
SECRETARY - MARY ILIADIS
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY -

JOHN SFAKIANOUDIS

BOARD MEMBERS:

JOHN CHRISSOMALLIS

JOHN KOROLOGOS

JIMMY KOSMAS

PETE SALIARIS

STANLEY SOURANIS

VASILIOS TSERKIS

PHILOPTOCHOS

MARIA GEORGAKI - PRESIDENT

ZOE PERDIKAKIS - VICE PRESIDENT

MARIA KARAGIANNI - 2¥° VICE PRESIDENT
PANAGIOTA KOUTSANTONIS - SECRETARY
EVANYCHIS - CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
NORA KEFALAS - TREASURER

STELLA KOUKIDES - ASSISTANT TREASURER
IRENE VASILIOS - ADVISOR

BOARD MEMBERS:

KATINA FOTINOS, MARIA KOUTSOURI, PATTY
MICKLOS, ELENI PIKOUNIS, EVAGELIA SALIARIS,
RENEE THEMELIS, TSAMBIKA TRIANTAFILOS,
KATINA YIANAKIS, CHRISTINE ZERVOS

HELLENIC GOLDEN COINS

VASSO KOUMOUDIS, DIRECTOR
FOULA PARAGIOS & VASILI PHILIPPOU,
DANCE INSTRUCTORS

ISSUE MONTH:
SUBMISSIONS DUE:

PAN-HELLENIC BOARD MEMBERS

METAXIA KARDIASSMENOS - HONORARY MEMBER
EFFIE KARAMBELAS - DANCE TEACHER

FOTEINI ARGIROPOULOS - POC

DIAMONDS

SOFIA XOURI - PRESIDENT

MOSKOULA KOUKIDIS - VICE-PRESIDENT
ANASTASIA VASILAKOPOULOS - SECRETARY
MARY SERAFIS - TREASURER

BOARD MEMBERS

ROZA CORNIAS

SOULA KAPETANAKOS

EVALALLAS

G.0.Y.A. ADVISORS
PENNY ALAFASSOS
ANGELA GARGIULO
MARIA FILIPPOU
ALEXANDRA KAROUTSOS
XARIKLIA NEZIS

EMILY SYROPOULOS

G.0.Y.A. COACHES

BOYS A & BOYS B TEAMS - DENNIS QUINTERO
GIRLS A & GIRLS B TEAMS - ANGELICA QUINTERO,
GENEVIEVE ZDZIERA, PANAYIOTA KOUTSANTONIS

G.0.Y.A. BOARD MEMBERS

PRESIDENT - SOFIA KOUMOUDIS

VICE PRESIDENT - NIKO KOSTRIVAS

TREASURER - GEORGE KOSTRIVAS

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY - MARIA KILLIAS
RECORDING SECRETARY - CHRISTINA ALAFASSOS
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ADRIENNE KOURTESIS

KOINONIA DEADLINE

Please submit your article(s) to the Koinonia staff by the deadline stated below:

OCTOBER 2024
SEPTEMBER 20%®

Please email your article(s) to: vkotsatou@stnicholasmd.org

Articles are due no later than the 20th of each month. If they are received after the
deadline they will be published in the following month’s issue.
All articles must be proofread and color corrected prior to submission.
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Thank you
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear parishioners and friends of our church,
“August is the edge of winter”

Our wise ancestors said,

Summer offers unique opportunities for awakening, if we practice
mindfulness. It is enough to become a little more aware of the bright
light, the sounds, the smells, the image of the natural environment.

“When did the summer go by without me realizing
it?” Weve all been surprised at one point or another to
discover that an entire era has just passed without us
even realizing it. How did it slip through our hands?
What are we missing out on by not really experiencing it?

The ability to be present in every moment without
judgments, criticisms, incessant thoughts or indifference
does not come easily or naturally. But how can we really
enjoy life if we live mechanically or remotely like watching
a movie? We have noticed how the quality of experience
changes when we are truly focused on it. Summer offers
unique opportunities for awakening if we practice mindfulness. It is
enough to become a little more aware of the bright light, the sounds,
the smells, the image of the natural environment. What do we feel
has a beneficial effect on us? How does it affect our mind and body?
Can we remember the heat, the coolness, the cicadas, the sound of the
wave, the sand at our feet?

In the next dive it is worth plunging with full physical consciousness
into the pleasant experience. Are we aware of sea temperature, body
movement, buoyancy, wet skin exposed to air? And if a bunch of
unrelated thoughts pass through our minds, let’s just say: “now I'm
swimming in the sea and nothing else is happening”

Mindfulness can enhance, even heighten the pleasure we derive from
anything. The food, the coffee, the walk, the relationships. Even a
boring occupation can come to life if we manage to observe its data
inside and outside of us.

Its not just that were charging batteries for the winter. Reliable
attention can cultivate satisfaction and bring out new experiences
even from the most familiar and... “well-worn”.

So let’s proceed with what we experienced during our summer. Let us
give love, understanding and respect.

Have a blessed winter .
With infinite love,
Stamatia Ieromonachos

President of St. Nicholas Parish Counsil
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church of Baltimore
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Ayamnuévor pog evopites kou gilot THG eEKKANOING YOG,
«IIdtnoe 0 AVYyovoTOG I} AKPT) TOV XEUWVA»

‘Eleyav o1 0o@oi ipdyovor pog,

To xalokaipt mpoo@éper HOVASIKEG EVKAIPIES AQPVTIVIONG, OV
ebaoknBodue otnv npocoy. Apkei va yivovue Aiyo mo ovveidntoi
070 AapTIpS Qws, TOUG HYOUS, TIS HUPWOEIES, THY EIKOVA TOV YUOLKOD
repifdArovTog.

«[Iote mépaoe T0 KoXdokaipt ywpic ve To KaTaAdPw;»
Olot éyovue Ppebei kamote va avaxadvmrovue pe
éxmAn&n 6 pdhig mépawe pe oAGxAnpy emoxh xwpic vor
10 éyovpe Kadd-kadd ovveidyromonoer. ITwg yAiotproe
péoa amd xépia pocs T yévouvue ard T4 {wih pog ywpic vor
10 PUOVOVUE TIDXYUNTIKG;

Aev épyetau ebkoda olte Quokd 1 SuvatéTnTa Vo
elpaore TapoVTEG OTHY K&l OTIYUY YwpiS KpioEL,
ETKPIOEI, AKATATIOVOTEG OKEYES 1 adipopio. AANK
TG pmopovue va amodadoovye mpaypatiké 1 (wh,
av (ovpe unyovikd 1 anduaxpa oov ve PAémovue
Touvio; ‘Exovpe mapatnphioer pe mowo 1pomo aArder n
TIOIOTHT® THG EUTTEIPING OTAV EIUKOTE TIPAYUXTIKK EOTINOUEVOL OF
avthy; To kadokaipt IPoTPEPeL povadinés evkaupies apUmvIons, av
eaoxnBovye oty mpoooy. Apkei v yivovue Aiyo o ovveldnroi
010 Aapmpd Qws, ToUG HYOUS, TIC UUPWOLES, THY EIKOVA TOV YUOLKOD
nepiffdArovrog. Ti viwBovue ver Exer evepyetiky emiSpaoy emivw
pa; Me oo Tpomo ennpeder To pvado kot o owpa pog; Mmopovue
VO QTOTUTIWOOVHE OTH UviuY uas 1 Bepuotnta, 1 Spooid, Ta
QKo Tov fixo TOV KUPATOS, THY Qo oTe TOSie

Zmv enduevy Povrik adier v PfuBiotodue pe mAipy uowh
ovveibnon otny  evydpioty eumepio. Exovue emiyvwon  THG
Oeppoxpadios tns O&Aacoug, TS KivOHS TOV CWUATOS, THS AVWOTG,
Tov Bpeyuévov Séppatos mov extiBeTau oTov aépa; Ki av mepvov
Evar OWpO AOYETEG OKEWYEIS AT TO HVAAG HOLG, 00G TTOVE ATIAKL: «TWpPaL
kolvunw ot BdAaoon kot Timota dAdo Sev ovpfPaivers.

H npoooys punopei va avadeiler, axopn ko va amoyeidoer v
evyapiornon mov eompdrrovye amd kibe 11. To PaynTo, TOV KOWE,
0 PoATe, TIS oyéoeis. Axdua ke pi Bapet aoyolio pmopei ver
(wvravéyes, av katagépovue vo apatnpovye To SeSopévar THG
péoa kau E§w amo epds.

Aev eivau povo mov yepiovue pmatopies yi Tov yepwve. H
abiomoty mpocoyn umopei va kaAligpyei ikavomoinon ko va
avabeikvUEL VEES EUTIEIPIEG AKOUY KA QTIO TIG TIO OIKEIES K.
«TIOAVQPOPEUEVEG.

Ag mpoywprioovpe Aotmtov pe 6oa Puoooye péon 0To KaAokapdki
pag. Ag Swoovpe oy, KaTavonon Ko oePaouo.

Evdoynuévo yeipava va éyovue.

Me atépavto oefaopd, oydmn xou extipnor,
Zrapatio Iepopoviyov

IIpdedpog Tov Awoknixot Zvufoviiov
Ayiov Nixoldov BaAtiuodprs
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NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS - Friday, September 8™

Nativity of the Theotokos

Courtesy of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
www.goarch.org

[ mmmr

Introduction

The Feast of the Nativity of Our Most Holy Lady, the
Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary is celebrated on September
8 each year. The Feast commemorates the birth of the
Mother of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Biblical Story
The birth and early life of the Virgin Mary is not recorded

in the Gospels or other books of the New Testament,
however this information can be found in a work dating
from the second century known as the Book of James or
Protevangelion.

According to the story found in this book, Mary’s parents,
Joachim and Anna, were childless for many years. They
remained faithful to God, but their prayers for a child were
unanswered. One day, when Joachim came to the temple
to make an offering, he was turned away by the High Priest
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who chastised him for his lack of children. To hide his
shame, Joachim retreated to the hill country to live among
the shepherds and their flocks.

As Joachim was praying, his wife Anna was praying at the
same time at their house in Jerusalem. An angel appeared
to both of them and announced that Anna would have a
child whose name would be known throughout the world.
Anna promised to offer her child as a gift to the Lord.
Joachim returned home, and in due time Anna bore a
daughter, Mary.

Icon of the Feast

The icon of the Nativity of the Thetokos presents to us the
central figures of Saints Joachim and Anna, Mary’s parents,
and the Mother of our Lord as an infant. Saint Anna is
in the middle of the icon with her right hand extended
toward her daughter. Likewise, Saint Joachim, Mary’s
father, is gazing upon the young child with his right hand
extended toward her. Anna is surrounded by attendants
who have assisted with the birth.

The icon directs attention to Mary as the central figure
in this feast. It also acknowledges the joy that was felt by
Joachim and Anna as new parents with a child received
through a promise from God. The liturgical texts of the
feast acknowledge this joy and confirm the special role of
Mary as the Mother of the Incarnate God, Jesus Christ.
In this event, another step is made in sacred history in
preparation for the entrance of Christ into the world.

The icon and the feast also acknowledge a transition from
barrenness to life. This was but another foreshadowing of
what would be offered through Christ, the transformation
from death to eternal life.

Orthodox Christian Celebration of the Feast of the
Nativity of the Theotokos

The Feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos is celebrated
with the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom which is
conducted on the morning of the Feast and preceded by a
Matins (Orthros) service. A Great Vespers is conducted on
the evening before the day of the Feast. Scripture readings
for the Feast are the following: At Vespers: Genesis 28:10-
17; Ezekiel 43:27—44:4; Proverbs 9:1-11. At the Matins:
Luke 1:39-49, 56. At the Divine Liturgy: Philippians 2:5-
11; Luke 10:38-42; 11:27-28.
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The Elevation of the Venerable and Life-Giving Cross

Courtesy of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
www.goarch.org

Introduction

Saint Helen, until the

Saint Helen, the mother
of Saint Constantine
the Great, when she
was already advanced
in years, undertook,
in her great piety, the
hardships of a journey
to Jerusalem in search
of the cross, about the
year 325. A temple
to  Aphrodite had
been raised up by the
Emperor Hadrian upon
Golgotha, to defile and
cover with oblivion the
place where the saving
Passion had been
suffered. The venerable
Helen had the statue of
Aphrodite  destroyed,
and the earth removed,
revealing the Tomb of
our Lord, and three
crosses. Of these, it was
believed that one must
be that of our Lord, the
other two of the thieves
crucified with Him;
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year 614. At that time,
the Persians plundered
Palestine and took the
Cross to their own
country (see Jan. 22,
Saint Anastasius the
Persian). Late, in the
year 628, Emperor
Heraclius set out on
a military campaign,
retrieved the Cross,
and after bringing it
to Constantinople,
himself escorted it back
to Jerusalem, where he
restored it to its place.

Rest from labour. A
Fast is observed today,
whatever day of the
week it may be.

Apolytikion of Elevation
of the Holy Cross

First Tone

Lord, save  Your
people and bless Your

but Saint Helen was at
a loss which one might be the Wood of our salvation.

At the inspiration of Saint Macarius, Archbishop of

Jerusalem, a lady of Jerusalem, who was already at
the point of death from a certain disease, was brought
to touch the crosses, and as soon as she came near to
the Cross of our Lord, she was made perfectly whole.
Consequently, the precious Cross was lifted on high
by Archbishop Macarius of Jerusalem; as he stood on
the ambo, and when the people beheld it, they cried

out, “Lord have mercy.” It should be noted that after

its discovery, a portion of the venerable Cross was
taken to Constantinople as a blessing. The rest was

left in Jerusalem in the magnificent church built by
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inheritance, granting
our rulers to prevail
over adversaries, and protecting Your commonwealth
by Your Cross.

Kontakion of Elevation of the Holy Cross
Fourth Tone

Lifted up on the Cross by Your free will, Christ God,
grant mercies to the new commonwealth that bears
Your name. Gladden our faithful rulers by Your power,
giving them victories over their adversaries. May Your
alliance be for them a weapon for peace, an invincible
standard.
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In Memory of Mary Serafis

Saint Nicholas Ladies of Philoptochos
All Saints Greek Orthodox Church
Mr. & Mrs. Emmanuel Theoharis
Mrs. Mary Ann Rigopoulos

Mr. Christos Serdenes

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Stakias

Mr. & Mrs. John Pikounis

Ms. Mary K. Filler

Mr. & Mrs. Graig Vaughn

Ms. Maria Karagiannis

Mr. Antonios Sazaklis

Ms. Maritsa Souranis

Ms. Helen Pikounis

Ms. Mary Antonas

In Memory of Pete Barlas
Ms. Antoinette Kostoulias

In Memory of George Katsimpiris
Mrs. Nicola Katsimpiris - Wallace

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

but why September 12

n September 1, the Orthodox Church celebrates the
beginning of a new liturgical year. But...why September 1?
To answer this question, we must go back 1600 years.

In the fourth century, the Roman Empire under Constantine
the Great (306-337 AD) began to utilize a 15-year cycle called
the Indiction (from the Latin, Indictio) for tax assessment
and administrative purposes. Over time, this system - which
commenced around the first of September - was adopted
within Christianity to symbolize the beginning of the liturgical
year.

The selection of September 1, specifically, as the Ecclesiastical
New Year is grounded in various factors.

o It aligns with the start of the natural year in numerous
agricultural societies, signifying the end of summer and
the arrival of the harvest season.

o It serves as a poignant reminder of the essentiality of
renewal and spiritual growth that Christians are called to
embrace.

o It is closely associated with the commemoration of the
creation of the world, as noted by the creation of the
Byzantine calendar and the Orthodox liturgical tradition.

The observance of the Ecclesiastical New Year provides us with
an opportunity for introspection, repentance, and revitalization;
it is a time for us to reflect on the creation of the world and our
fall into sin. This encourages us to give thanks to the Lord for
our own creation, reflect on our own, personal falls, establish
spiritual goals, and strive for a deeper connection with God.
Liturgically, this celebration is accompanied by special prayers,
hymns, and readings, serving as a continual reminder of the
utmost significance of spiritual renewal and the ongoing
pursuit of God’s grace in our lives.

Courtesy of Theoria: Orthodox Christian
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Prot. No. 481

tBARTHOLOMEW
BY GOD’S MERCY ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE-NEW ROME
AND ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH
TO THE PLENITUDE OF THE CHURCH
GRACE, PEACE AND MERCY FROM THE MAKER OF ALL CREATION
OUR LORD GOD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST

* % X

Most reverend brother Hierarchs and beloved children in the Lord,

Thirty-five whole years have lapsed since the Holy and Sacred Synod of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate established September 1%, the Feast of the Indiction and opening
of the ecclesiastical year, as a Day of Prayers for the Protection of the Natural
Environment. This blessed initiative had a great resonance and borne bountiful fruit. The
multidimensional ecological activities of the Holy Great Church of Christ today center
around the phenomenon of climate change—or rather, the climate crisis—which has
caused a “planetary state of emergency.”

We appreciate the contribution of the environmental movements, the international
agreements for the environment, the related engagement on the part of scientists with
this problem, the contribution of environmental education, the ecological sensitivity and
mobilization of countless people and especially representatives of the younger
generation. However, we insist that what is needed is an axiological “Copernican turn,”
a radical change of mentality globally, a substantial revision of the relationship between
humankind and nature. Otherwise, we will continue to treat the catastrophic
consequences of the ecological crisis, while leaving intact and active the roots of the
problem.

The environmental threat is a dimension of the extended crisis in contemporary
civilization. In this sense, confronting the problem cannot be successful on the basis of
the principles of the same civilization, of the rationale behind it, which created it in the
first place. We have repeatedly expressed our conviction that churches and religions can
contribute significantly to a vital spiritual and evaluative conversion for the sake of the
future of humanity and the planet. Genuine religious faith dissolves the arrogance and
titanism of humankind, inasmuch as it constitutes the embankment of its transformation
into a “man-god,” who abolishes all standards, boundaries, and values, while declaring
himself “the measure of all things” and instrumentalizing both his fellow human beings
and nature for the satisfaction of his unquenchable needs and arbitrary pursuits.

The centuries-long experience teaches us that, without an “Archimedean”
spiritual and evaluative support, humanity cannot avoid the risks of a nihilistic
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“anthropologism.” This is the legacy of the classical spirit, as articulated by Plato through
the principle that “God is the measure of all things for us” (Laws 716c¢). This
understanding of humanity and its responsibility through its relationship with God is
expressed through the Christian teaching about the creation of Adam “in the image of
God” and “according to His likeness,” as well as about the assumption of human nature
by the incarnate pre-eternal Word of God for our salvation and the renewal of all creation.
The Christian faith recognizes the supreme value of humanity and creation alike. In this
spirit, then, respect for the sacredness of the human person and the protection of the
integrity of the “very good” creation are inseparable. Faith in the God of wisdom and
love inspires and supports the creative forces of humankind, strengthening it in the face
of challenges and trials, even when overcoming these appears humanly impossible.

We have struggled and still strive for an inter-Orthodox and inter-Christian
collaboration for the protection of humanity and creation, as well as for the introduction
of this subject in interfaith dialogue and common actions of religions. Moreover, we
particularly emphasize the need to understand that the contemporary ecological crisis
impacts first and foremost the poorer inhabitants on earth. In the document of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, entitled “For the Life of the World: Toward a Social Ethos of the
Orthodox Church,” this topicis underlined emphatically along with the essential concern
of the Church in light of the consequences of climate change: “We must understand that
serving our neighbor and preserving the natural environment are intimately and
inseparably connected. There is a close and indissoluble bond between our care of
creation and our service to the body of Christ, just as there is between the economic
conditions of the poor and the ecological conditions of the planet. Scientists tell us that
those most egregiously harmed by the current ecological crisis will continue to be those
who have the least. This means that the issue of climate change is also an issue of social
welfare and social justice.” (Paragraph 76)

In conclusion, we wish you, most honorable brothers and most beloved children,
a new ecclesiastical year full of divine blessings and productivity, invoking upon you all,
through the intercession of Panagia Pammakaristos, whose wondrous and miraculous
icon we honor and celebrate on this day and humbly venerate, the life-giving grace and
boundless mercy of the Creator of all and God of wondrous things.

September 1, 2024
t Bartholomew of Constantinople
Fervent supplicant for all before God
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Ao0u. IMpwr. 481

tBAPOOAOMAIOL
EAEQUOEQY APXIEINIZKOITOL KONETANTINOYIIOAEQL
NEAL POMHEZ KAI OIKOYMENIKOZL [ TATPIAPXHE
ITANTI TGO TTAHPOMATI THE EKKAHEIAL XAPIN, EIPHNHN KAI EAEQL
[TAPA TOY AHMIOYPTOY ITAXHY THZ KTIZEQE
KYPIOY KAI @EOY KAI ZOTHPOL HMON IHEOY XPIZTOY

L

Tynwrarol adeAgol Tegagyal kal téiva év Kuvglew ayanrnd,

Towxxovranevtaetio 6An rmaeiABev ano 1 kabeguwoews U7 s Ayiag kai
Tepag Luvddov tov Olkovpevikod Ilatguagyelov g 1% LemtepPpiov, €oQtfic ¢
Tvdiktov kai evapEews tod xkAnauxotikob éroug, ¢ Huépag ngogeuyiov Unép g
TEooTaoiag ToU uoikol megdAAovros. ‘H evAoynuévn adt) nowrtoPovAin £oxe
HEY&ANY amixnow kal Exagropéenoe mAovsing. Al moAvdukotator oikoAoyikal
dpaoeis g Ayiag tod Xgiotob MeyaAne BxkAnciag énucevigovoviat orjpegoy e o
awopevov g KAHaTIKRG dAAayfg, paAAov dé xploswe, 1o onotov Exer dnpu-
ovEYNOEL RV KATEAOTATLY «TAGVITTIKNG EKTAKTOU AVAYKIG».

Extipdouev o)v cupBoAny v otkoAoYIK@V KV HATwV, TEG d1EOVELS CUM@W-
viag duk 16 meQBaAAoY, TV AvaoxoAnow v Emotnuovey pé 1d meoBAnua, v
TEOCPORAY ThG TEPIBaAAOVTKTG EkmadebTews, TV oikoAoyIkTv evaioBnoiav kal
OTOATELOY AVAQIGU TV ATOUWY Kol EIDIKWTEQOV EKTIQOCWRWY NG VERS YEVEAG.
Ouws, ¢rmipévopey St anaettal pla d&ioAoyikr) «komepvikela otgo@ry, pia oWl
aAAayr) vootpoTiag Taykoouiwe, Hix otoiaotiky] avaBempnoi g OXE0EWS TOU
avBgwov pé v piow. AAw, 84 ouvexicwpey v& BepameBwpey TAG KATACTYO-
@IKAS ETLTTWTELS TNG ClKoAOYIKTG KQlTews, 1é aBhctoug kal Evegyovs té¢ pilag tod
nEgoPATIHATOS.

H megipoAdoviikn arelAn elvau pila dB1Gotaog the EkteTapévng KQioews 100
oLYXQOVOV moALTIoUoD. Ev 1f] évvoig tadt), 1] avapetorior ol ngofAruatog dév
elval duvartov va doBf £ni 1) Baoel v GX@V avTol 10U MOAITTHOD, ThHG AOYiKTG
dnAadn 11 orola w6 Ednuuovpyroe. “Exouev ék@aoetl kat ERavaAny v nemol-
Bnotv pag ém el v Jwtikny b 10 péAAOVY TG avOQWROTNTOS KAl ToD TAGVT|TOU
uag mvevpatikny kail afloAoyixnv uetaotgo@rv divavial va oupBaiovv peyaAwe
at BrrAnoiat kal ai Bgnokeian. 'H yvnola 8gnoxevuxr wiote katadvel v dAalo-
vetov kKol Tév TITaviopdv 100 avBeoTou, AnoteAel AVAXWRA EI¢ TV HETATEOTY TOU
elg «avBownobedvs, O OTolog kKataQye: métoa, Sow kal ating, avdtoavayopedetal eig
CTAVTWY METQOV», EQYOALIONOLEL TOV cuvavOowrov kal Tv @Uow duk TV kavo-
OOV TOV AKOQETTWY avayk®v kal twv avBougétwy Erbuwedv Tov,

'H nelpa tov alivwy dilddoxet dti, dvev Evog «apxiundeiov» TIVEVHATIKOD kad
a&10AoY koD opiyatog, 1 avOgwmoTng ddvvatel v dmo@iyn tovs kivdUuvoug Evig
UNOEVIOTIKOU «avOgwmoAoylouod». AUTY eivar 1] napaxatabrikn tov dgxaiou
TIVEDPATOG, OMws dtetunwbn vréd 1ol TTAdtwvos duk ThHe Apxhis «@edg Ny rRévTwy
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XOMuATwy pétgov» (Nouot 716c). H xatavinog 1ot avBgonov kal g e0Bvvng Tou
péoa amd v oxéowy Tou pé tév Bedv fxpoiletal duk g xQLoTavikng didaokaAiag
TRl TS dnpovgying Tod avBowrov «kat’ elkdva Beob» kal «kal’ opolwoivy Adtd,
kabwg kal repl g ngocAnPews The &dvBpwnivrc @Uuews VTS 1oL capkwBévtog did
v cwinpiav 100 avBownrou kal dvaxaiviow ¢ 6Ang dnuoveyias mEoalwviov
Adyou 10D Beon. H yowtavit) miotg dvayvwoilet Ohiotny allav tdoov elg tdv
avBgwrov, dcov xal eig v ktiow. Ev 1@ rvedpatt tovte, 6 ceBaopog s lepdtntog
tou dvBowrtivov ngocwTov kal 1] mEooTacin TH¢ AxeQaldTog g KaAng Alov
dnuuoveyiag elvar dduaigetol H micug elg tov Bedv 1ic coplag kat g aydnng
gunvéel xal otniler 1ag dnuoueyikas duvapels Tob avBeonov, tov Evduvauwver
EVOTIOV TV TROKANCEwY kol t@v duowoAy, axdéun kal btav 1) onépBaocic twv
gppoaviletal ket avBewIav W AvEQPIKTOC.

HywvicOnuev wal dywviloueba dux v dopBddolov kal duxypiotiavikryv
ouvvepyaaiov did Tiv mpgootaciay 1o avieomov kal The ktioews kal did v Eviaty
05 Bepatixis adthg elg Tov daBpnokewicdy didAoyov kal Tdg KOWAG dpACE TGV
Bonoxewov. ToviCopev € idautégue v avaykny va katoavonBi} 61t 1] cvyxgovog
otkoAoyixt] kplowg AN TTeL TEwTioTws Kal {vtovwtegoy ToUg TTTWXOTEQOVS Katoloug
e YNG. Eic 1 weipevov 100 Olkovpevikot llatguagyeiov « “Yniég tfic 100 xoéoHOU
Cwns’. Té kovevikov 1)Bog thg VeBodsiov ExkAnoing» Unoypapupiletal pet’ eupa-
oews T6 Bépo avTo Kai ) dvarykaia pépipva tfig ExkAnoiag évimiov v mmntdaewy
TG KALUATIKTG GAAxYRG: «[Tgérnet va katavorjoovpe 6t v| duakovia 100 nAnoiov xai
1 daxpvAadn tov Quokol repdAAovtog elvar dopnkta cuvdedepuéves. Tlagdpoia
deonxra ocuvdedeuéveg uetald Toug elvat kal 1] @oovida pag yik 1 dnuwveyia kal
1) dlaxovia pag TS T PEAN TOL gEpaTos ToU XpoToD, dnwg elvat aAATIAévbeTeg kal
ol oikovopés ouvOTjkes TV QrwxV ué tig olkovopkéc ouvOTikes tob AavrTn. Ot
ETUOTHOVEG PAG Adve §TL Exelvol TOU EXOUV AN YEL TTEQLOCOTEQD &T6 TV 1TpéXoU0on
oikoAoywr] xelom elvan wai B8a elvar door xkatéxovv Adxiota. Emopévws, 6
TEOBATIHa TG KAIPATIKNG AAAAYNG AntoteAel kal {NTnua kewvwvikfic medvowas kal
KOW@WVIKNG dxatogivne» (§ 76).

Iepaivovreg OV Adyov, eUxOpeBo mpdc Upag, Tuaratol adeAgol kal
MEooPAioTata Tékva, RANEN Beiwv ebAoyIdV kai KaAAlkagrov 16V véov £xxAn-
oLROTKOV EViavTdV, ErtikaAovpevol Enl rdviag tuds, pectteig g [ovayloc g
Happaxagiotov, v Gavpaotiv kal Bavpatougyév elkovi e Onolas TwUey
OT|EQOYV £0QTiWG Kol TAMEWVOPEoves xaraonaldueda, ™v {whiputov xaow xal 16
apétontov éAeog tov Ktiotov 1d@v anaviwy xkal Beod 1@v Bavupaciov.

Prd LermrepPolov of
O KwvoravtivoundAew .
dlaTrugog mpog Qedv evxés MAvVTWY LWV
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Saint Nicholas Greek Afternoon School Yearly Calendar, 2024-25
Phone Number: 410-633-5022 EMAIL: stngreekschool@gmail.com

PTA E-mail : stnicholaspta520@gmail.com

DATES EVENTS

September

June, 1% Registration begins through church office during normal
business hours. Last day of registration Wednesday, September
11 2024

Sunday, gth BLESSING OF THE SCHOOL IN CHURCH FOR ALL CLASSES
FOLLOWING THE DIVINE LITURGY

Monday, 9 Back-to-School Night for all parents /Open House - the first 15
minutes of class - Mandatory Attendance by All parents

October

Monday, 28"

School Program- OXI Day, 28th of October 1940 in the large
social hall of the church.
Pie Fundraiser starts

November

Thursday, 21

Pie Fundraiser: Your order must be submitted.

Monday, 25"

Pie goes home!!!

Wednesday, 27"

School Closes (Thanksgiving Holiday)

December

Monday, 2"

Greek School Resumes after Thanksgiving Day Break
Decorating of church for Christmas

Wednesday, 4"

Decorating of church for Christmas

Wednesday, 18"

Greek School Christmas Party & Caroling. All students &
parents should be in attendance. More information to follow.

Thursday, 19" -January
Sth

Christmas Break - Greek School Is Closed
Merry Christmas!

January

Monday, January 6

School Reopens & Theophany Celebration: video/ craft in class
& Saint Basil's Bread (Vasilopita) cutting for the school

Monday, 13"

1% day of Review for mid-term examination; grades 1st-6th

Monday, 151

2™ day of Review for mid-term examination; grades 1st-6"
TYPO

Monday, 20"

School Closed (Martin Luther King Day)

Wednesday, 22 ™

Mid-term examination for grades 1st-6th

KOINONIA
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GREEK SCHOOL 2024-2025

Monday, 27th

Make-up Day for Exams

Wednesday, 29th

Report Cards Distributed & Parent-Teacher Conferences before/
after class. Please email your teacher to schedule a time to meet

**%% TBD Three Hierarchs Celebration, 5th & 6th Grade reciting poems in
Church

February

TBD Fundraiser (Godparent Sunday)

Sunday, 16" Spaghetti lunch after church service

Monday, 17" School Closed (President's Day)

Wednesday, 26 Celebrating Apokries — Activities/ crafts

March

Monday, 3rd March bracelets activity in class (Mdaptndeg)
Clean Monday- Picnic in class with Lenten foods
Bake sale — LAGANES — Potential kite flying

TBD Celebration organized by the Metropolitan

Monday, 24th

School Program, 25th of March, Greek Independence Day
Celebration Program immediately after church services.

April

Sunday, 6™ (TBD)

Md. Greek Independence Day Parade at 2 p.m.; all students and
parents to attend//

Wednesday, 9™

Easter Program in Class for all students & crafts
School Closed for Easter

Saturday, 12

Lazarus Saturday/ Easter Breakfast for the Community Children
after church services at the Plateia starting at 11:00 a.m.

Sunday, 13"

Palm Sunday — Myrofores Palm Sunday night

Monday, April 14

) Oth

Holy Week- Please attend church with your children;
Easter Break!!!

Friday, 18"

Myrofores Holy Friday night

Wednesday, 23rd

Resume after Easter

May

Wednesday, 5"

Wreath of Flowers Program at Plateia

Monday, 12

1%t Day of Review for Final Examination Grades 1st-6"

Wednesday, 14%

2" Day of Review for Final Examination Grades 1st-6™

Monday, 19"

Final Examination for Grades 1st-6th

Wednesday, 21

Make-up day for Exams & Parent-Teacher Conference Day
Last Day of Greek School Classes & last rehearsal for our End
of the Year Program

Monday, 26th

Greek School Closed (Memorial Day)

Wednesday, 28" Report Cards Distributed.
End of the Year Program
June
TBD 6th Grade Graduates Presented in Church and Graduation

Luncheon held afterwards.

Thursday 5" — Sunday 8"

Saint Nicholas Greek Festival

IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER, GREEK SCHOOL CLOSES WHEN THE BALTIMORE COUNTY SCHOOLS ARE
CLOSED. IN A DIFFERENT SITUATION PARENTS WILL BE NOTIFIED BY PHONE & EMAIL!
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AITHXH EITPA®HY/ REGISTRATION FORM

Xyolko ‘Etog 2024-25/ School Year 2024-25

Please, complete this form by printing or typing the information in either Greek or English.
Hapaxkarodpe va copmrinpdoete To oToryEia Tov {nTovvrar 6to EAAnvikd/ AyyhMka.

GRADE - TAEH
OPre-k OKindergerten O 1% O2™ O3¢ O4" O5" Oe"™ OEllinomatheia O Adults

STUDENT DATA - Xtovycio nadntn/nodncproc
ONOMA TTAIAIOY/ STUDENT’S NAME:

Kot 6715 2 YA®ooeg/ in both languages - GR & EN
AIEYOYNZH/ HOME ADDRESS:

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

THAE®QNO/ TELEPHONE NUMBER:

KINHTO THAE®QNO/ CELL PHONE NUMBER:

HMEP. TENNHXEQZ MAGHTH-PIAY/ STUDENT’S DATE OF BIRTH:
ONOMA MNATEPA/FATHER’S NAME (GR & EN):
TOMOZ FTENNHZEQX TTATEPA/ FATHER’S PLACE OF BIRTH:
ONOMA MHTEPAY/ MOTHER’S NAME (GR & EN):
TOMOZ FTENNHZEQX MHTEPAY/ MOTHER’S PLACE OF BIRTH:

In case of emergency, please contact:

Xg mEPINTOON AVAYKIG EMKOIVOVEICTE UE!
Emergency contact phone number:

Tnrépmvo atépov avaykng:
Do you have internet access?

"Eyete 0106ikTVO0;
Medical issues we should be aware of (allergies etc):

latpwkd Oépata mov mpémer va yvopilovps (.. alhepyicg)
B. Photography Policy:
We would like families to know that the school may, from time to time, take photographs of the students for use in St.
Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church or School publications, or school media (i.e. the church website). If you do not wish your
child's photograph to be used, you must submit your request in writing with this form.
***NOTE: St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church or School cannot control photograph or film taken by the general media.
C. Payment Procedures:
1. Payment in full must accompany each registration.
2. Registration fees are based on each student’s family stewardship status with St. Nicholas Church or a nearby
church. A certificate in good standing must be presented at the time of registration from neighboring church.
3. Current stewards of St. Nicholas or families, who wish to become stewards of St. Nicholas, please see the
Church Secretary prior to submitting this registration form.
4. Tuition will not be refunded for registration cancellations after September 30, 2024.
5. Tuition: $ 750.00 per student, includes tuition, books and security guard.
Notes (for office use only):
Method of payment: Cash: Check (# )
Receipt No. Of Stewardship Payment: Receipt No. Tuition Payment:
D. Volunteering:
One parent of each family is required to volunteer her/his time for a minimum of one Greek School event per year and one
festival shift. More information will be shared by the PTA at the beginning of the school year.

** I understand that all lessons end at 6:10PM for the 1st shift and 7:45PM for the 2nd shift and I agree to picking up my child/children from the
Church's Atrium waiting Hall with no more than a 5 minutes' delay. The Greek School bears no responsibility for the students' safety past that time.

Parent Signature/ Ynoypoai yovéa

15 KOINONIA SEPTEMBER 2024




As we begin the new church year, we would like to
welcome you all and hope you had a healthy and
safe summer. Philoptochos continued its charitable
missions throughout the summer months with the
help of dynamic volunteers and members of the
Philoptochos Board of Directors. Philoptochos posted
the 2024-2025 calendar of events that is out. If you have
not received it, please let us know.

On Sunday, September 8, an extraordinary PHILOPTOC I {O§

drive will be held in support of the Holy
Cross Theological School whose mission is to
educate people for their life and service in the
Orthodox Christian community and includes
their preparation for the priesthood.

On Monday, September 16 at 6:00 p.m. will
be our first General Assembly. Join us as
we start the new year and learn about Philoptocho’s
missions. We are always open to new ideas and
suggestions. If youre 18 or over, consider joining this
womenss organization whose sole purpose is to support
charitable causes.

The “Welcome Back Crab Feast” will be held on
Wednesday, September 25th at 6:00 p.m. at the Costas
Inn, 4100 North Point Blvd. $60 Cash Bar Donation.
For tickets or information contact Irini Vassiliou 410-
687-3978 or Nora Kefala 410-979-6656 or any member
of the Philoptochos board of directors. All proceeds
will benefit the missions of Philoptochos. We would
like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has
supported Philoptochos in the past and continues to do
so, by attending any of our events or by donating.

Helping those in need would not be possible without
your help. Philippians 4:6 - “Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation address your requests
to God with prayer and supplication that will be
accompanied by thanksgiving.”

DONATIONS:

In memory of Georgia Kypreou: Mrs. Despina Glykiadis
In memory of Tom Reglas: Vasilios and Argeta Lagoudis
In memory of Despina Politis: Eva Lallas

In honor of Mrs. Despina Pikuni on her name day:

Eva Lallas

In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Haris Koukidis for their
anniversary: Eva Lallas
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P eKvovTag T véa ekkAnolaoTikiy Xpovid, Ba Béape va
—d KAOAWOOPIOOVHE OAOVG €0AG Kol €VXOMAOTE va eixate
éva vylég kat ac@alég kahokaipt. H Ghémtwyog ovvéyioe
TG PhavBpwmikég TnG amooTohég kab’ OAn tn Sdpkela Twv
KaAokalptvav punvav pe tnv Pondeta duvapkawv edelovtwv
Kat pedwv tov Atwokntikod ZvpBoviiov tng Dihomtwyov.
H ®uontwyog tayudpopnoce 1o nuepohodyo ekdniwoewyv
2024-2025 mov €xet Byet. Edv dev to €xete Adfel, mapakald
EVIUEPWOTE HAG.

Tnv Kvpraxkr}, 8 ZemtepPpiov Oa mpaypatomowmnOei
éktaktog Olokog yw TV vmootnpiEn g
@eoloykng Xxolg Tiiov Xtavpod mov éxel wg
anooTol] va exmadedel dropa ya T {wr kot
v vinpeoia tovg oty OpBodoln Xplotiavikr
KOWVOTNTA Kot TephapPavel TNV TpoeTolpacia
TOUG Yla TNV lepoovVN.

Tnv Aevtépa, 16 ZentepPpiov otig 6:00 wp. Oa
eivat 1 Tpwn pog Fevikn Zvvélevon. Ehate padi pog kabwg
Eexvape 1o véo €1og Kat evipepwdeite yla TIG AmMOOTOAEG
¢ Odomtwyov. Eipaote mavta avoiytoi oe véeg 18¢eg kat
npotdoelg. Edv eiote 18 etav kou dvw, oke@teite va yivete
HEAOG AVTNAG TNG OPYAVWONG YOVAUKWY TG OTIoiaG Hovadtkog
0KOTOG, eivat 1 vtoothpiEn eAavBpwnikwy Spdoewy.

To «Welcome Back Crab Feast» Ba mpaypatomowm®ei tnv
Tetdptn, 25 ZentepPpiov 6:00 .. oto Costas Inn, 4100 North
Point Blvd. Awped $60 Cash Bar. Ia ewottrpia 1} TAnpogopieg
emkowvwviote pe tnv Eprvn Baoikeiov 410-687-3978 1
v Nopa Kepdla 410-979-6656 1) omolodnmote péAog tov
Stokntikov ovpBoviiov g Glontwyov. Ola ta €é0oda Ba
elvat pog 0@elog Twv anootoddv g Phomtwyov. Me tnyv
evkatpia autn Ba Bélape va evyxaplotiioovpe OAoVG GOO0VG
othpav v O\ontwyo oto mapeABov kat cuveyifovv va to
Kavovy, mapakoAovdwvtag omoladnmote and Tig ekdnAdoelg
Hag N pe Swpeég Toug.

H Bonfeia oe d0ovg éxovv avaykn Sev Ba nrav dvvatn
xwpig T Owny oag Bondeta. Gilinmnoiovg 4:6 Ta timote pn
oag mdvel ayxos, ala oe kdBe mepioTaon TA ATAHUATA 0AG
va ta anevBovete oto Oed pe mpooevyn kat dénon mov Ba
ovvodevovTal and evxapLoTia.

AQPEA:

Eis uvijunv 16 Iewpyiag Kvmpéov: ka Aé¢omova IAvkiadn
Eig uvijunv tov Tou PéyxAag: Baoilelog kaw Apyéta Aayovdn
Eis uvijunv 6 Aéomorvag Iodity: Eva AdM\a

Ilpos Ty tne xvpiag Aéomowag ILikodvy yix TRV
ovouaotiky] THG gopTh: Eba AdA\a

IIpog Tippy Tov kvpiov ket TG kKvpiag Xapn Kovkidn yix tnv
emérero Tovs : Eba Ad\\a
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EARLY EDUCATION CENTER NEWS

The Saint Nicholas
Bilingual
Education Center
provides a safe,
nurturing, home away from home learning center.
We accept children from 6 weeks till 5 years of age.
We currently have openings for children ages 3-5

Early

in our Preschool room. If you have any questions
please feel free to contact the director, Tyshanna, at
410-633-5020 extension 4.

This summer the BEEC children enjoyed water
day every Wednesday and soaking up the sun.
The children also enjoyed doing various summer
activities and in house visitors; like the Kona Ice and
Soccer Shots.

This month the BEEC children are getting back into
school mode. We are starting September with a Back
to School Bash for our students and parents. We are
also excited about more special in house visitors and
picture day!
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NOW HIRING TEACHERS AND AIDES!

ST. NICHOLAS BILINGUAL
EARLY €EDUCATION CENTER

To AiyAwooo Kévtpo ITpowpng Exmaidevong tov
Ayiov NikoAdov mapéxer éva ao@alég KEVTPO
expadnong kat @povtidag pokpld and To ot
Agxopaote maudd and 6 efdopddwv €wg 5 eTwv.
Avtrv TN oTLypr| €X0ovpe avoIKTEG Béoelg yia Taudid
nAiag 3-5 etwv oty MPooxohkn pog aibovoa.
Edv éxete omoleadnmote epwtnoelg, pn dlotaoete
va emkovwvnoete pe tnv StevBuvipia, Tyshanna,
010 410-633-5020 enéktaon 4.

Avto To kadokaipt Ta taudia tng BEEC anddavoav
NV Nuépa Tov vepov kabe Tetaptn kat Tov Ao, Ta
naudid amoAapPavayv emiong va kdvovv dagopeg
KAAOKQUPLVEG SPAOTNPLOTITEG KAl TOVG EMOKETTEG
oto oTitt. Onw¢ To Kona Ice and Soccer Shots.

Avto 1o prva ta moudid BEEC emotpépovy oto
oxoAeio. Eekwvdape tov ZentéuPplo pe éva Back to
School Bash yia tovg pabntég kau touvg yoveig pag.
Eipaote eniong evBovotaopévol ya mo Eexwplotovg
ETOKEMTEG OTO OTITL KA TNV NUEPA TNG ELKOVAG!
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HELLENIC GOLDEN COINS

It's that time of the year! Register for the award winning

SAINT NICHOLAS
HELLENIC GOLDEN COINS
DANCE TROUPE

Come make new friends and discover your inner dancer!

WEEKLY PRACTICES

Junior (12-15 years old): Thursdays
Senior (16-18 years old): Mondays

ALL"PRACTICES ARE FROM 6:30PM-8PM AT THE
SAINT NICHOLAS CHURCH GYM

For more information on how to register or to become an instructor, contact
Foula Paragios at (410) 236-3419 or Vasili Philippou at (443) 845-0601
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HELLENIC GOLDEN COINS DANCE TROUPE PRESENTS A

KPHTIKH BPAAIA

FEATURING DIRECT FROM CRETE...

48  Laouto/Vocal:

SATURDAY Greektown Square & Event Center

700 Quail St » Baltimore, MD 21224
PT | :
SEFTE— Adults $65 * 12 & Under $40

28 VIP tables available

Cash bar  Mezzedes available to order
2024

Doors open 9 PM
Show starts 10 PM

HECreeks'comy
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STEWARDSHIP

St. Nicholas
eGiving Stewardship

AN

One Less Thing
fo think abouft

eGiving Benefits

* Easy set up

* One-time/recurring payment options
» Confidential & secure

» Track easily for tax purposes

How it Works

* Go to: stnicholasmd.org/give
» Select fund(s)

e Create your profile

» Select amount, payment method & frequency
« Complete donation
* THAT'S IT! Simple.

VANCO

Thank you for your generosity!

Ordownioadthiemmobiieappl
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STEWARDSHIP

MEMBERSHIP PLEDGE CARD  KAPTA EOEAONTIKHZ MPOXMOPAZ

“WELL DONE GOOD & FAITHFUL SERVANT”
“EY, AOYAE ATAGE KAIIIIETE”

2024 SAINT NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH CONFIDENTIAL STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT CARD
2024 EAAHNIKH OPOOAOZH EKKAHZIA ATIOY NIKOAAOY -KAPTA AMOPPHTHE EQEAONTIKHE NMPOZPOPAZ MEAQN
In gratitude for God's blessings I/'we make the following commitment to the ministries of St. Nicholas Church:
Zav Ekgppaan cuyvwpoolvng Pou yia Tig culoyicg Tiow £xw AdPe and tov ed, Scopicvopal Pe Tnv akdhoubn
owovollikn kat eBehovrikn Pou npoogpopad npog tnv Exkhnaoia tou Ayiou Nikohaou:

3 (Weekly / Monthly / Quarterly / Yearly)
3 (EBSopadialwe / Mnvialwg / Ava Tplunvo / Etnolwc)

TOTAL ANNUAL PLEDGE FOR 2024 :5.
ZuvoMKO ool Tipooopdc yia To 2024 :$

Come and See God work through your talents, skills, and experience, as well as your financial support.
Your offering to Christ and His Church can do as much as you empower it to do.
We give to Christ and His Church not according to our means but according to our Love for Him.
lvete paptupeg Tow £pyou Tow O=ol! Awote and to TakévTo e To oToio cag EXE TIPOIKITEL,
HIE TIg IKAVOTITES, Tig EPMEpieg, TNV owkovollikn aag euyépaia. H npoogpopa [lag atov Xpioto kai Tnv
ExkAnoia Tou ac Baogiotei otnv ayarnn Pag mpog Autov, 6yl oTnv oikovollikn Pag Sduvarétnra,

Planned Giving Please send me information on making a planned gift to the Church.
Awpea mow ayedialw lNapakahw ateikte [lou MANpopopieg OYETIKA [I€ TOV TPOTIO TIOU [ITIOpW
va TIPOCPEPW va Swpiow,

Print Full Name/ [payre pe kegalaia ypappara 1o emiBeto oag

Signature/ YTioypagn Date/ Hugpopnvia

Name / Dvopa Date of Birth / Hpuepop. Mevvijoewg

Introducing Auto Pay
Name of Spouse / Dvopa oufiyou Date of Birth / Hpepop. Fevvijoewg Set It and Forget It!

Oceupation / Endyyehps Take the work out of giving! Set up automatic offerings
and pledges right from your computer or tablet that will
seamlessly reoccur every week, month, quarter, or year.

Occupation / [nayychpa (Spouse)

Street Address / llLeod . . . .. .
cc ress / ledOuvon If you would like to give electronically, visit our website

www.stnicholasmd.org/give or download the GivePlus
mobile app. If you have any questions, contact the church
office at 410-633-5020.

City / mokn Zip Code / vay. vopiac

Home Phone / ItaBepé tnhépwvo omtiod

Mobile Phone / Kwnré tnhégpuve Mobile Phone / Kwnté tnlépuvo (Spouse)

EIZArQrH XTON
AYTOMATO TPONO
NMAHPQMHZ

Email Address of Spouse / Hhexktpovikr SievBuvon oulioyou PYGMIETE To KAI o
SEXAZTE TO! GIvepLust

MOBILE

Fmail Address / Hirkrpoukn SiedBuovan

Communication Preferences / lNpotiproeig emuowvwviag

Asv xperaletal va Bupdocte va oteilete Tn Mpoocypopa oag.
PuBpiote tnv autopatn Swpea kal Tnv eBshovTikn cag
Tipoopopa ansubeiag amd tov umoloyLath gag ) To tablet

Dependent Children’s Names and Birthdates / oag o Ba emavaiapPavetar avelnweg kabs efSopada,
Ovépara mabuiw kaw npepopnuia yevuroewe toue IJrIlUCI TPLHNVO r:I étoq

B Mail/ Taxwspopcio B emoit/ Hacicpovicy B <t/ Mivopa

Eav emBupeite va oteidete tn Swped oag NAEKTPOVLKA,
enLokeyBeite Tnv wotwoosAiba pag www.stnicholasmd,
org/give | katefaocte tnv epappoyn GivePlus mobile.
Eav £xete amopiseg, EMLKOLVWVIOTE HE To Mpaweio tng
EkkAnoiag oto tnAépwvo 410-633-5020.
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NOTICES/EVENTS

wffee

Hour

SPONSOR A COFFEE HOUR

We have resumed the Coffee Hour following the Divine Liturgy on Sundays. Please consider sponsoring a
coffee hour in memory of a loved one, for the health of your family, or in honor of our St. Nicholas Church.

Please call the office at 410-633-5020 to schedule.

Thank you for your support!

4 L N
r’.’;?l‘ -
HELP US GROW et
THROUGH E-GIVING

It’s through your contributions that we’re able to carry on
important work both spiritually and in our community.

Electronic giving is a convenient, easy way to support
St. Nicholas.

By giving electronically, you can:

e  Give anywhere, anytime from your computer,
smartphone or tablet.
Donate easily for special projects.
Set up recurring offerings and pledges and never
worry about bringing your checkbook or cash again.

Show your support and try one of our e-Giving options.

If you would like to give electronically,

visit our website www.stnicholasmd.org

or download the GivePlus mobile app. E
Thank you for all you do to support

our St. Nicholas family throughout -
the year! EI_

.
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NOTICE:

All organizations must review their
upcoming events with Paraskevi
Kotsatou (410-633-5020) who will
add the event to the official church
calendar on the bulletin board
across from Father Georgios’ office.

Thank you for your cooperation.
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NOTICE

Sunday gfe&
Sponsored

St Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

Coffee & Assorted Cookies

Includes setup, cleanup, paper goods

$200

Coffee Service Only

Includes setup, cleanup, paper goods

$120

Fruit Tray
$40

Spanakopita
100 pieces

$75

Tyropita
100 pieces
$75

Tray of Cheese, Olives & Crackers
$100

Sandwiches
Tuna, Shrimp or Chicken
$2 per piece

m 700S. Quall Street I Baltimore, MD 21224

Greektown Square & Event Center | 1el:410-633-5020 tel: 410-633-3131 | fax: 410-631-2706
email: info@greektownsquare.com
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11 o,

Greektown Squa;re & Event Center
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Crree idtied Clor Sk Clp

St Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

Sponsored by

Pre-orders required Wednesday prior| Cooked or frozen

Dolmades

1/2 Tray (50 pieces)

$50

Spanakopites

35 square pieces

$40

Tiropites

35 square pieces

$40

Pastitsio
1/2 Tra ¥

$55

Mousaka

1/2 Tray

$60

Lamb Shank w! Orzo

5 Orders

$100

700 S. Quail Street | Baltimore, MD 21224
tel: 410-633-5020 te|: 410-633-3131 | fax: 410-631-2706
email: info@greektownsquare.com
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CHakaria Cflenee

Sponsored by
St Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

Appetizer Choices

Cheese Pies (included)
Spinach Pies (included )
Fried Calamari (add $2.00pp)

Choices of salad (1)
Garden Salad, Greek Salad, Village Salad, Caesar Salad

Choices of Entree
Choice of two sides, Roll & Butter (included)

31pp
Flounder (broiled/fried)

Shrimp Creole
Cod Fish (broiled/fried)

39pp
Two (2) Jumbo Lump Crab Cakes

Choice of Fish and One (1) Jumbo Lump Crab Cake

Sides (2 choices)

Greek Style Lemon Potatoes, Roasted Red Skin Potatoes, Kritharakie(orzo),
white rice, fresh cut vegetables, string beans Greek style

Beverages (items included) Bar Options
Red or White Wine, Coffee and Tea, Sodas, Water Mixed Drinks $6
Also available - Paximadia Domestic Beer $6

Imported Beer $6
Mixed Drinks and Beer Available ac Per Drink Charge

m 700 S. Quail Street | Baltimore, MD 21224

~ 1el: 410-633-5020 te|: 410-633-3131 | fax: 410-631-2706

Greektown Square & Event Center
a email: info@greektownsquare.com
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LITURGICAL CALENDAR - SEPTEMBER

Sunday, September 1:  Ecclesiastical New Year:
Orthros: 8:30 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am

Wednesday, September 4: The Service of the Small Blessing of Water: 6:30 pm

Sunday, September 8:  Sunday before Holy Cross:
Orthros: 8:30 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am

Saturday, September 14: The Elevation of the Venerable and Life-Giving Cross
Orthros: 8:30 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:15 am

Sunday, September 15: Sunday after Holy Cross:
Orthros: 8:30 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am

Sunday, September 22: 1st Sunday of Luke
Orthros: 8:30 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am

Wednesday, September 25: The Sacrament of Holy Unction: 6:30 pm

Sunday, September 29: 2nd Sunday of Luke
Orthros: 8:30 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am

H e 17 “m-nir. BIaVIWT

The Elevation of the Venerable
and Lift-Giving Cross
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