Message from Fr. GEORGIOS OIKONOMOU, PROTOPRESBYTER

 DECEMBER 2025

One year in St. Nicholas of Baltimore!

On December 1, 2022, I had the distinct honor of assuming duties as
your new priest. Priest of a historic community, celebrating seventy
years of its founding this year. Therefore, a whole year of walking
together by the Grace of God and the blessing of our patron Saint.
I have had the opportunity and honor to meet you. You opened the
doors of your homes and - most importantly - of your hearts to me.
You trusted me, you supported me, you embraced me. As if we had
known each other for years and years before I met you. And you
welcomed us not as strangers but as members of your family. You
welcomed me and my family, Presvytera Anastasia, and our children,
John, Stella, Gregory, Arsenios and Lukas. We celebrated all the feasts
of our faith together. The Sundays, the feasts of our Christ, the feasts
of our Virgin Mary, of the Saints. And it was all truly beautiful. The
time passed quietly but also creatively. I had the opportunity to get
to know and admire the multi-dimensional and multi-layered work
done by all the organizations of the community. The Greek School,
the Ladies Philoptochos, Diamonds, GOYA, Sunday School, Greek
Golden Coins and the Panhellenic. A great, remarkable work, built on
unchanging and unshakeable foundations.

These foundations are certainly the Orthodox Christian Faith and
Hellenism. And the cornerstone is our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ
Himself. Our faith in Him, our love for the Holy Trinity, our worship
of Him through the celebration of the Holy Sacraments and feasts of
the church are the essential and main reasons why we are here. It was
the inspiration for the foundation of this community seventy years
ago, it is the reason for its existence to this day, and it is our eternal
vision and orientation. Our community is a ship on the sea of God’s
mercy, captained by our Christ Himself, and we all sail together, fellow
passengers of this noetic ship, towards the eternal and heavenly port
of Paradise.

Your priest this year was always near you with love and all his strength
to minister to you. Tolead you closer to Christ, to reveal His face and the
teaching of the Gospel to you. And I promise to continue this struggle
humbly but with all my strength. That we may continue to rejoice in our
communion, that we may move forward together, that we may share

the joys and sorrows, and that we may
deserve this heavy responsibility that
we have taken on with the blessing of |
the Church and of our spiritual father,
Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey,
the responsibility of your ministry,
that we may shoulder it with the same
responsibility and merit of all those who have struggled before us.
Priests, Parish Councils and all the members of St. Nicholas, dead
and living, who built this church and gave all their strength for its
continued progress. May Almighty God richly bless the progress
of our community and may we deserve to celebrate many more
anniversaries of its foundation. All together, united, loved, healthy
and strong.

This month, our community gloriously celebrates its patron Saint,
such a great Hierarch, Saint Nicholas, Archbishop of Myra of Lycia,
the Wonderworker. Let his intercessions be our help and let us
prepare ourselves to celebrate the feast as beautifully as we can, all
of us participating in the sacred services and helping according to
our special gifts.

In closing, as we continue our journey towards the Holy and Sacred
Christmas, I would like to wish wholeheartedly to each and every
one of us individually that we all deserve with a pure heart to worship
the Nativity of our Savior Jesus Christ. May we see the bright star of
Bethlehem. To kneel like humble shepherds before the eternal God,
who is in the cave with His ever-blessed Virgin Mother as the Child
Neon. Let us praise Him together with the angels by singing “Glory
to God in the highest and peace on earth’”.

Peace, O God, grant to your world,

that wars may cease,

that mothers may cease to mourn their children.
Peace, O God, grant peace in our hearts.

With paternal love in Christ,
Protopresbyter Georgios Oikonomou




‘Evag xpovog otov Ayto NikoAao BaAtiudprs,
evdoyia Ogo?!

Tnv mpawtn AekepPpiov tov 2022 eixa TV e§apeTIky Tiur|
va avaldBw kadnkovta wg o véog oag tepéag. Iepéag pag
LOTOPIKNG KOWVOTNTAG, TOVL YlopTalel géTog Ta eBSopnvta
xpovia and v idpvor; ™G Evav oAdkAnpo xpdvo
nopevtikape padi pe t Xdapn tov @eov kat TV evAoyia
Tov Ayiov pag. Mov §00nke n gvkatpia Kat giya TV T va
oag yvwpiow. Mov avoifate Tig TOpTEC TWV OTUTIWV 0AG KAt
— TO KUPLOTEPO — TWV KAPSWV 0ag. Me eumOTEVTAKATE, HE
otnpiate, pe aykalidoate. Zav va yvwpiopactav xpovia
Kat xpovia, mpv va oag yvwpiow. Kat pag vrodextikate
Oxt oav &Evoug aAAd wg péNn g owoyéveldg oag. Epéva
Kal TNV OWKOYEVELd [ov, TNV TpeoPutépa Avaotaoia, kal Ta
nouda pog, Iwavvn, Ztéla, Ipnyopn, Apoévio kat Aovkd.
Toptaoape padi OAeg Tig yloptég tng miotng pag. Tig Kuprakég,
TIG YlopTég Tov XploTo pag, tng Iavayiag pag, twv Ayiwv.
Kat firav 0Aa aAnBwva opopea. O xpdvog kOAnoe novxa
aAld kat Snuovpykd. Mov 860nke n evkatpia va yvwpiow
Kat va Bavpdow to moAvdidotato kat molveninedo €pyo,
TIOL YIVETAL ATTO OAOVG TOVG OPYAVIOHOVG TNG KotvoTnTag. To
EAnviko Xxoleio, n dlontwyo Adedgotnta Kupuwv, ta
AwapavTia, tn Neohaia, To Katnxntiko ZxoAeio, ta EXAnvika
Xpvoa hovptd kat 1o ITavehAnvio XopevTikd ZuykpoTnpa.
Eva épyo omovdaio, agloonueiwto kat owodopnuévo oe
Oepélia yepd kau acdhevTa.

Ta Oepéhia avtd eivat onwadnmote n OpBodon Xprotiavikr
I[Tiotn kot 0 EAAnviopog. Kaw akpoywviaiog AiBog o T8tog
o Xptot1og pag. H miotn pag oe Avtodv, n aydnn pag otov
Tpradiko Oed, n Aatpeia Tov pe TV TéAeon TV lEpwV
HLOTNPIWV KAl E0PTWY TNG EKKANGIAG EiVaL OL OVOLACTIKOL Kot
KVpLot Aoyol, mov Pplokodpacte edw. Hrav n éumvevon tng
idpvong avTng TG KovOTNTAG, TIPLY EfSoprvTa Xpovia, eivat
0 A6Y0G TNG UTIap&rG TNG HEXPLOTHEPAL, AANE KA O TTAVTOTIVOG
KAl QLOVIOG OPAHATIOHOG Kol TPOCAVATOMOWOG pag. H
KOWVOTNTA pag eivat éva kapdapt otn BdAacoa Tov eEAéovg Tov
O¢o, e kametdvio Tov' 1810 Tov XpLoTto pag, kat oupumAéovpe
oMot padi, ovvemPdreg avtod Tov vogpol Kapaflov, Tpog To
aLwVLo kot ovpavio Aéve Tov Iapadeioov.

O tepéag oag avutov Tov Xpovo PpiokeTal ouvéxela KOVTA
0aG He ayanmn Kat OAeg TOV TIG SUVALELG, Yia Va 0ag OLAKOVEL.
[l va oag odnyei kovtd otov XpLoTo, Vo 00§ PAVEPWVEL
10 pdownd Tov kat ™ Sidaokalia tov Evayyeliov. Kat
UTOOXOHAL VA CLVEXIOW QUTOV TOV Aywva TATEVAL pa e
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OAeg pov Tig Suvdpels. Tia va ovvexicovpe va xaipopaote Tnv
KOWVWVia pag, va mpoxwpapte padi, vo potpalopaoTe Tig Xapes
Kat Tig Ameg kat va afiwBodpe avt) ) Papid evBvvn mov
avalaPape pe v evxn g ExxAnoiog kot Tov mvevpaticod
pag matépa, Mntpomolitn Néag Iepoéng, kupiov Aoatoov,
Vv evBVVN TG Stakoviag oag, va TNV eNwLOTOV e (e evdivn
Kat endéla OAwv do0wv aywviotnkav mptv amod epac. lepéwy,
Evoplakwv Zvpfovliwv kat OAwv twv peddv tov Ayiov
NikoAdov, kekolpnpévwy Kat (OVTwy, Tov €XTIoaV auTr TNV
ekkAnoia kat aywviotnkav ya t ovvexn g npoodo. Eibe
va gvhoynoet o Tavayabog @ed6¢ mAovola Ty mopeia TG
KOWOTNTAG pag Kat va alwBolpe va yloptdoovpe TOANEG
akopa eneteiovg amod v idpvor| e OAot padli, evopévol,
ayamnévol, yepoi kat Suvatoi.

Tov prva auto, N ekkAnoia pag mavnyvpiler Aapmpd tov
TOALOVXO KAl TPOOoTATH Aylo TNngG évav 1000 omovdaio
Iepapyn, tov Ayio Nwoddao Apxemiokomo Mopwv Tng
Avkiag, Tov Oavpatovpyd. Ag eivar Ponbeid pag kar ag
TIPOETOIUAOTOVHE, Yl VA YIOPTAGOVHE TNV TOAVAYLPN
600 TO OHOpPPA  UTOPOVHE, CUUUETEXOVTAG OAOL OTIG
tepég akolovBieg kau Pondwvtag avdloya pe ta aitepa
xapiopata, Tov €XOVYLE.

KAeivovtag, kabwg ovvexifovpe tnv mopeia pag mpog ta
Ayta xou Iepd Xpiotodvyevva, 0eda va evxnbw oloyvya
otov kabBéva kaw v kabepia Eexwplota va afwbovue
oMot pe kaBapry kapdid va mpookvvicovpue tn [€vvnon tov
Ywthpa pag Inoov Xpiotov. Na dovpe To ododapumpo aotépt
™G BnOAeéu. Na yovaticovpe oav Tovg tametvovg fookovg
EVATILOV TOV TIPO atdvwv Beov, mov Ppioketat 0To oNMHAALO
pe v aemdpOevo Iavayioa Mntépa Tov wg ITadiov Néov.
Na tov do&doovpe pali pe tovg Ayyélovg wdAlovtag To
«A6&a ev vyioTows Ocw Kot emti YHG elprvip».

Eipnjvy, Océ pov, ydpioe ooy kdouo Xov,

V& T&YoVY T oL TOAEpOL,

va T&Yovy pdves va Opyvovve Ta Taudik Tovg.
Eipnivy, Océ pov, xapioe kar péoa o1 KapdLég pag.

KaAd ko EvAoynpéva Xpiotovyevval

Me ev Xplotw aydmn,
[TpwtonpeaButepog Fewpylog Okovopov
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CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

PROTOPRESBYTER FR. GEORGIOS OIKONOMOU, PASTOR  Tel: 410-633-5020 * Fax: 410-633-4352 « Cell: 443-422-4548

CHURCH SECRETARY CHANTER SUNDAY SCHOOL
PARASKEVI KOTSATOU DIMITRIOS APOSTOLOU PHAEDRA AVGERINOS AND SOPHIA GERAPETRITIS,
DIRECTORS
FINANCIAL SECRETARY HELLENIC GOLDEN COINS PHAEDRA AVGERINOS 10TH
AMALIA SYROPOULOS-KOSTRIVAS KATERINA PATRIKIOS, DIRECTOR NIKKI CANNING AND ROSE KOSTAKIS,
FOULA PARAGIOS & IRENE ANGELOS, PRE-KINDERGARTEN
PARISH COUNCIL DANCE INSTRUCTORS YANA KARABELAS, KINDERGARTEN
PRESIDENT - STAMATIA IEROMONAHOS PENNY GERAPETRITIS & VASILIKI FONIADIKI, 1ST & 2ND
VICE PRESIDENT - VASILIS ARGIROPOULOS PAN-HELLENIC BOARD MEMBERS JENNA STAKIAS, 3RD & 4TH
TREASURER - NICK ARAVIDIS METAXIA KARDIASSMENOS - HONORARY MEMBER STAVROULA SAKELAKIS 5TH
ASSISTANT TREASURER - SOFIA XOURI EFFIE KARAMBELAS - DANCE TEACHER KALLIOPI CORNIAS & FLORA GIACOUMAKIS, 6TH
RECORDING SECRETARY - MARY ILIADIS FOTEINI ARGIROPOULOS - POC ELENI PIKOUNIS 7TH
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY - IOANNIS MARIA FILIPPOU. 8TH & 9TH
SFAKIANOUDIS DIAMONDS
BOARD MEMBERS: ROSE TSAKALOS - PRESIDENT AFTERNOON GREEK SCHOOL
JOHN CHRISSOMALLIS ROZA CORNIAS - VICE-PRESIDENT PRINCIPAL: STAMATIA IEROMONAHOS
JOHN KEVAS ANASTASIA VASILAKOPOULOS - SECRETARY PARASKEVI KOTSATOU
JOHN KOROLOGOS MARY SERAFIS - REASURER ELENI MASTORA
PETE SALIARIS BOARD MEMBERS AGAPI MOSKONAS
STANLEY SOURANIS SOULA GIANNAKOULIAS, SOULA KAPETANAKOS,
EMMANUEL THEOHARIS EVALALLAS YVONI GALETAKI
VOULA KOSMATOU
PHILOPTOCHOS G.0.Y.A. DESPINA LARENTZOS
MARIA GEORGAKI - PRESIDENT RITA QUINTERO, HEAD ADVISOR EVANGELIA PAPADIMAS
ZOE PERDIKAKIS - VICE PRESIDENT stnicholasgoyabalto@gmail.com
MARIA KARAGIANNI - 2"P VICE PRESIDENT RENA KOUTSANTONIS GREEK SCHOOL P.T.A.
PANAGIOTA KOUTSANTONIS - SECRETARY NITSA ZDZIERA ALEXANDRA KAROUTSOS - PRESIDENT
EVANYCHIS - CORRESPONDING SECRETARY DEBBIE NISTAZOS ALEXANDRA FORAKIS - VICE PRESIDENT
NORA KEFALAS - TREASURER EMILY SYROPOULOS DIMITRA DOUSKAS - SECRETARY
STELLA KOUKIDES - ASSISTANT TREASURER AGATHI DIAKANTONIS - TREASURER
IRENE VASILIOS - ADVISOR G.0.Y.A. COACHES BOARD MEMBERS:
BOARD MEMBERS: BOYS A & BOYS B TEAMS: DENNIS QUINTERO MARIA IEROMONAHOS
KATINA FOTINOS, MARIA KOUTSOURI, PATTY GIRLS A & GIRLS B TEAMS: ANGELICA QUINTERO, TSAMBIKA KOROLOGOS
MICKLOS, ELENI PIKOUNIS, EVAGELIA SALIARIS, GENEVIEVE ZDZIERA, PANAYIOTA KOUTSANTONIS ANNA NIKOLETOU
RENEE THEMELIS, TSAMBIKA TRIANTAFILOS, TINA STAMATIADI
KATINA YIANAKIS, CHRISTINE ZERVOS G.0.Y.A. BOARD MEMBERS ANGELA YEAKIM
PRESIDENT- LEAH KOUTSANTONIS
CHOIR DIRECTOR/ORGANIST VICE PRESIDENT - SOFIA KOUMOUDIS YAL
PETE BISBIKIS TREASURER - KATERINA TOMAZOS FOULA PARAGIOS
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY - PANAGIOTA ZDZIERA
SEXTON RECORDING SECRETARY - CHRISTINA ALAFASSOS STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
STANLEY CAVOURAS HISTORIAN - ELLIE FILIPPOU AND LIA CEJPEK IRENE VASILAKOPOULOS, CHAIRPERSON
SERGEANT AT ARMS - NIKO STAMIDIS ADRIENNE KOURTESIS

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
KOINONIA DEADLINE

Please submit your article(s) to the Koinonia staff by the deadline stated below:

ISSUE MONTH: JANUARY 2023
SUBMISSIONS DUE: DECEMBER 20"

Please email your article(s) to: vkotsatou@stnicholasmd.org

Articles are due no later than the 20th of each month. If they are received after the
deadline they will be published in the following month’s issue.
All articles must be proofread and color corrected prior to submission.
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Xpovia MNMoAAa

Kalés lNoprés

Etovta ta Xprotovyevva
No’ vau T kaddTEPpQ GOG
Evyxég ka1 dwpa va cag fpovv
Kot ayann otnv kapdid cag.

A€vTpo XpLoOTOVYEVVIATIKO
Me gvyx£g €xw oToAioEL

O Nzog Xpovog mov Oa ‘pOer
Xapeg va oag yepioeL.

EAmida, yéAio kau xapa
Ayann kot gvtvyia
Na @éper H I¥vvnon Tov Xpiotov
Ma pomavtog vyeia.

O Neoyévvnrog Xpiotog
Na @éper tnyv yainvn
PwTioN yLa TOVG LOXVPOVG
210V KOGPO pag yaAnvn.

Zag gvyopat and kapdiag
Tng Iévvnong To Aotépt
Xpovia IToANa Xpovia Kala

% X710 OoTiTL QG VA PEPEL.

Me anépavtn ayann
Xrapatia Iepopovaxog
IIpdedpog Tov AloknTiKov
FvppovAiov Ayiov Nikoldov

Baktipopng
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25™

The Nativity

of Our Lord and Savior

Jesus Christ in the Flesh

Courtesy of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America - www.goarch.org

Introduction

The Feast of the Nativity of Jesus is one of the
most joyful days of the Orthodox Church.
It ranks next to the greatest holiday, the
Resurrection of Jesus. The Feast of the Birth
of Jesus is also known as the “Incarnation
of Christ” This means that Jesus became a
man and came into the world to save us. We
also refer to this joyous feast as Christmas.

Biblical Story
The story of the Nativity of Christ is

beautifully told in the Holy Scriptures.
The story is found in Matthew 1:18-25 and
in Luke 2:1-20. No matter how often the
Birth of Jesus is told, we realize that it is an
important event.
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As the story is told
by the Apostles, the
Roman Empire was
powerful. The Romans
had conquered much
of the then known
world. Judea and
Samaria, what we
know today as Israel,
were included in their
conquests.  Emperor
Augustus ordered that
a census be taken in all
his lands. He needed
to know how many
people lived in the
empire so he could tax
them. Everyone had
to go to the town of
their family’s origin to
register for the census.
This meant that Mary
and Joseph had to go to
Bethlehem. They were
descendants of King
David and Bethlehem
was the City of David.

Mary and Joseph lived
in Nazareth and it was
a great distance from
Bethlehem. It was
about 100 miles over
very rugged roads.
Moreover, Mary was
expecting the baby
and it was almost time for her to give
birth. Bethlehem was a small town and
there were many descendants of David
who had come to register for the census.
By the time Mary and Joseph arrived in
Bethlehem there was no place for them to
stay. Joseph tried very hard to find a place
to sleep that evening. There was no room
at the inn. Finally, Joseph found a cave-like
place where they could rest. This place was
used by shepherds to protect their sheep
in stormy weather. It was here that Mary
gave birth to Jesus. The baby was wrapped
in swaddling clothes and laid in the straw
in the manger.

Now, that night the shepherds were out in
the fields guarding their sheep. Suddenly,
there was a bright light which startled the
shepherds. The light was so bright that it
turned the night into daylight. Of course,
the shepherds were frightened. Nothing
such as this had ever happened. Soon an
angel appeared and calmed them. The
angel said:

“Fear not for behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all
people. For unto you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior; which is Christ
the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto
you: You shall find the babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger”
(Luke 2:11-12).

Then a larger group of angels appeared.
They praised and glorified God and sang,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, and good will toward men” (Luke
2:14). When the angels finished singing,
they disappeared and the light began to
fade. It became dimmer and dimmer until
it was dark again. The shepherds were
awed. They didn’t know what to do. Finally,
they decided to leave their flocks of sheep
and go to Bethlehem. They decided that
they wanted to see for themselves what the
angels had told them. When they got to
Bethlehem, they found Mary, Joseph, and
the infant Jesus. They fell to their knees
and adored Jesus.

Some Wise Men came from the East for
they knew of the coming of Jesus. They
had seen a star that told them that a new
king had been born to the Jews. They
followed the star and were looking for the
child. At this time the governor of Judea
was King Herod. He was a wicked man
and was feared and hated by the people.
When Herod heard about the Wise Men
looking for the child, he invited them to
his palace. Herod asked the Wise Men
to find the child so that he, too, could
worship Him. But Herod was lying. He
did not want anyone to take his place. The
Wise Men went on to look for Jesus. The
Star led them to Jesus and Mary. When the
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Men found Jesus, they fell to their knees
and worshipped Him. They gave Jesus
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. The
Wise Men left but did not return to Herod.
They had a dream that warned them that
Herod wanted to harm Jesus. Instead,
they returned to their native country by a
different route.

Icon of the Feast

The icon of the Nativity tells the story
of Christs birth from the Scriptures.
It also shows that all creation is taking
part in Christs birth. The angels give
thanks with their song; the heavens give
the star; the Wise Men give their gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. The poor,
humble shepherds give their praise and
amazement; the earth gives the cave, and
humanity gives the Virgin.

This Holy Icon is an icon with many
scenes. First, it stresses the importance of
the Theotokos, the Mother of Jesus. She
is placed in the center and is the largest
figure in the icon. In this icon, she is
kneeling with crossed arms, looking at
the Christ child. The three stars, denoting
her virginity before, during, and after
the Nativity, are on her garments. The
Christ Child, in the center of the icon, is
in swaddling clothes and is lying in the
manger. In the background is the dark cave
where He was born. In the cave are an ox
and a donkey guarding the newborn Babe.
Even though the Gospels say nothing of
the cave, this information is from Holy
Tradition. Neither do the Gospels speak
of the ox and the donkey, but all icons
of the Nativity include these animals.
Including the animals in the icon fulfills
the prophecy of Isaiah 1:3, “The ox knows
his master, and the donkey his master’s
crib; but Israel does not know me, and the
people have not regarded me” The long
ray of light from the star points directly to
the cave. This ray comes from the star and
travels to all parts of the world. It teaches
that this bright star is an astronomical
happening, and is a messenger from
heaven announcing the birth of Jesus.

On the left hand side of the icon is another
scene. The Wise Men, who were led by the
star, are riding horses to bring their gifts
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh to Jesus.
The Wise Men are of various ages. One
is without a beard. In those days, young

6 KOINONIA

men did not wear beards. The other Wise
Man has long hair and a long beard, which
indicates that he is much older. These
details teach that regardless of age and
appearance, the Good News was given to
each and everyone.

Opposite the Wise Men is the scene with
the humble shepherds. An angel proclaims
the glad tidings. A young shepherd plays a
reed instrument. This scene reveals that
the music of the humans was added to
the hymn of the angels. Across from the
shepherd’s scene is the heavenly choir of
angels. They are giving glory to God. The
angels serve two purposes in the Nativity
of Christ. They give glory to God and
announce the good news to all mankind.

The background shows a very rugged
terrain. This is not a true representation
of the land in this area. Joseph could not
find room in Bethlehem, so they went
outside of Bethlehem to a cave. This rocky
mountain formation only serves as a
background for the event.

In the lower part of the icon are two more
scenes. In the right hand corner are the
two women Joseph brought to take care
of the Christ child. They are bathing Him
just as any baby is bathed. The humanity
of Jesus is clearly shown in this setting.

Opposite the bathing of Jesus scene sits
a sad and worried Joseph. He is not part
of the central group the Christ Child and
the Theotokos. Joseph is not the natural
father. Joseph is troubled and despondent.
There is an old man talking to Joseph.
The old man is Satan. Satan can appear
in many forms. Here he is as an old man
who is tempting Joseph and disturbing
him. Satan is telling Joseph that virgin
birth is impossible. He’s telling Joseph
that he’s a fool if he believes this. This
story comes to us from Holy Tradition.
The sad Joseph shows us not only his
personal predicament but the dilemma of
all mankind the difficulty of accepting that
which is “beyond words or reason.”

The tree, which is in the middle of the
lower part of the icon, is a symbol of the
Tree of Jesse. This tree refers to Isaiah
11:1-2, “But a shoot shall sprout from the
stump of Jesse, and from his roots a bud
shall blossom. The spirit of the Lord shall

rest upon Him.” King David was often
mentioned as the son of Jesse and Jesus
was from the House of David.

The Holy Icon of the
Nativity reminds one to
praise and glorify the Birth
of Christ. The celebration
of Christmas each year
serves to remind each and
everyone of us that Christ
came for you and me.

The Orthodox Celebration of the

Feast of the Nativity

As with Pascha, or Easter, the Feast of
the Nativity begins with a period of
preparation. It is proceeded by a fast
corresponding to Lent and lasting for forty
days. The fast begins on November 15.

On the Sundays immediately before
December 25, special commemorations
emphasize the link between the Old
Covenant and the New. On December
20 the Forefeast of the Nativity is
commemorated, and the daily liturgical
texts are directed toward the Feast itself.
On Christmas Eve, services include the
Great or Royal Hours, the Great Vespers,
and the Liturgy of Saint Basil.

On  Christmas Day the service
commemorates the birth of Christ in
Bethlehem, the adoration of the Shepherds,
and the arrival of the Wise Men with their
gifts. The service held on this day is the
Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom.

The days following Christmas are
associated with the Theotokos and Joseph.
December 26 is the Synaxis of the Mother
of God, and the first Sunday after the Feast
commemorates “Joseph the Betrothed”
December 29 commemorates the
Massacre of the Innocents, and January
1 the Circumcision of our Lord. The
Nativity season concludes on December
31, but the spirit of the festival extends to
the celebration of Theophany (Epiphany),
the feast commemorating the Baptism of
our Lord in the Jordan River. m
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CENTENNIAL

1922-2022

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA

ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 325/2023
Archepiscopal Encyclical for Thanksgiving
November 23, 2023

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons,
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of the Parish Councils, Honorable Archons
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, Day and Afternoon Schools,
Philoptochos Societies, Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and entirety of the Christ-
loving Plenitude of the Sacred Archdiocese of America:

Give thanks in everything, for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.
(I Thessalonians 5:18)

Beloved sisters and brothers in Christ,

Our National Day of Thanksgiving arrives in a time when the world is in turmoil,
and “wars and rumors of wars” (Matthew 24:6) cast a pall over the global community. It
is often difficult to muster the intention to be thankful in such moments. But as the
Apostle Paul reminds us in his first letter to the nascent Christian community in
Thessaloniki, we fulfill the will of God by our gratitude. This does not mean that we are
thankful for the miseries that afflict the world, but that even in such distressing and sad

circumstances, we persist through them.

President Abraham Lincoln, in one of his precursor “Thanksgiving”
proclamations (July 15, 1863), just days after the bloody victory at the Battle of
Gettysburg, said: “It is meet and right to recognize and confess the presence of the
Almighty Father, and the power of His hand, equally in these triumphs and in these
sorrows.” In the midst of the brutal Civil War, Lincoln acknowledged the “presence” of

God. And this is what giving thanks in all things really means.
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The gratitude that is expressed in our Thanksgiving meals and gatherings is an
acknowledgment of God’s ultimate will in our lives. We pass through suffering in this
world, but like the Passion and Death of our Lord Jesus Christ, we also pass-over to
Resurrection. We can look around and give in to despair, or we can give thanks to God
for His will that “all people should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth” (I
Timothy 2:4).

Therefore, my beloved Christians, on this Thanksgiving Day, let us look beyond
to the truth of God’s providential love for us, and offer Him the gratitude which can

transform our world into His Kingdom.

With gratitude for each and every one of you
in the love of our Lord Jesus Christ,

]{)c ./)//t(e IKQ‘S %}%403
t ELPIDOPHOROS

Archbishop of America

Note: To be read in every parish of the Archdiocese on Sunday, November 19, 2023.

8 KOINONIA DECEMBER 2023




< - v
N A,
- 43 L xc R
> (i Ji=, gy iy -

CR N &1 KA g

CENTENNIAL

1922-2022

IEPA APXIEITIIXKOIITH AMEPIKHX

APXIEIIZKOIIIKH ETKYKAIOX
AoOp. ITowr. 325/2023
Agxremokomikr) EykvkAiog yia tnv nuéoa twv Evxagiotiwv.
23 Noeufotov 2023

ITpog tovg LeBaouiwtdTous kal Ocopileotdtoug AgyxLepels, Toug EvAafeotdtoug Tepeig
kat Atakovoug, tovg Movayoug kat tic Movaxég, touvg ITpoédoovg kat tax MEAN T@v
Kowotik@wv XuppovAiwv, tovg Evtipoloywtdtovg Apxovteg oL OikOuHEVIKOD
IMatowxpyelov, ta péAn g Hyeolag twv 100, ta Huepnowa kat Antoyevpativa LXoAelq,
tic Prromtwyxovg AdeApotnteg, t) NeoAaia, tic EAANvVop006dofec Opyavwoelc kal
OAOKAN O TO XQLOTEMWVLHO TAowHA NG Tepag AQxLemoKOTNG ApEQUKNG.

«Ev mavti evxalotelte: To0To Y 0éAnua Oeov év Xplote Inoov eig Opac»
(ITpoc BecoaAovikeig A’ 5:18).

ITooopiAeic adeAgol kail adeAgec év XoLotw,

H Npéoa twv Evxaowotiwv pag Poloket o pia émoxr), 6mov 6Aog 6 kOOUOg
Poloketat o€ dvatapaxn, pé «moAépoug kat adkoog MoAépuwv» (Mat0. 24:6) va Bagaivouy
0 KAlHa oTig oxéoelg petal twv €0vav. Eivar agketa dVokoAo, DTO avTeg Tig
ovvOnkeg, va Boet kavelg T dUvaun yux va avaméupet evxaototies. ‘Ouws, 0Tws Hag
UmtevOvpiCet 6 AmootoAog ITavAog otV mEWTN TOL ETUOTOAT) TTEOG TNV EKKOAATITOUEVT)
TOTE XOLOTIAVIKT KOWOTNTa NG OecoaAovikng, 10 OéANua oL OcoL EkmANQWVeTAL E
EVYVWHOOUVT KAl eUXAQLOTIEG. AVTO O& ONUALVEL OTL EDXAQLOTOVHE YL TIG DVOTLX(EG TTOV
TANTTOLY TOV KOOHO, AAAX OTL AKOUN Kol TIC TO &vTiEoec oLVOTNKES EMUEVOVHLE VA TIG
AVTIUETWTUCOVHLE EVXAQLOTNOLOKAL.

O Tlpoedoog APoaapt AtvkoAv, o¢ pla ATO TIC DAKNQEUVEELS TOV VI THV
Nuéoa twv Evxaplotwwv, otic 15 TovAiov 1863, Alyeg uépeg peta Ao TNV alpatnon vikn
o) pdxn tob I'kétiopmoveyk, Avépege: «etvat dlkalo V& OLOAOYNOOVE TNV TAQOLOix
oL ovEAVIOL TTatéoa kal t) dUvaun ¢ defac Tov otovg BowdpPoug, dAAX kat oTic
OAlpec». Ev péow tov &yotov épguAiov moAéuov, 6 ITpdedpog AtvkoAv dvayvwoloe Ty
naeovoia ToL Oeov. AVTO AKOIPWS ATOTEAEL EVA AAUTIQO TTAQADELY A EVXAQLOTOLOKTG
AVTIHETWTIUONG TWV TOAYHATWV.
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‘H eVvyvwpoovvn, v omoia ékpodlovpe pé tic ovvaboioels kat To delmvo Thg
Huéoac tov Evxagotiwv eivat pia avayvwolon g Oeiag xaottog ot Cwn pac.
AvtuetwmniCovpe mdvo kat paoova ATO TH) OTLYUT) TOL EQXOUAOTE OTOV KOOHO, AAAX
YELOUAOTE TEAIKX TNV AvAotaot), Omws pag €detée 0 Kvoudg pag Tnoovg Xowotog, 0
OTIOl0G AvaoThONKe VIKOVTAS T0 BAvato, ol YevBnKe OHws TEWTA O dLOG TOV TTOVO
Kkat v muelar tov Bavatov. Od pmogovoape va VTOKVPOLHE OTNV ATIOYVWOT] TOD
TIOVOL HEOQ OTOV KOOHO, AAAX TIQOTIUOTEQO elvat Vo €TUAEEoVHE TNV AT 0TO Oed
HETAX TOAAQV EVXAQLOTIOV, YIATL «AVTOC TAVTAS AvOowmovg BéAel owbnvat kat eig
Emtyvwotv aAnOelag éABetv» (IToog TyudOeov A’ 2:4).

‘Enopévwg, dyammrol pov xowotwavotl, avt) myv Hpéoa twv Evxagotiwv, ag
APOVYKQAOTOVUE TIV TIQOVOONTIKT] AyAmr tov @eov mEOg GAovg Hag, Kat &g Tov
TIOOOPEQOVLE EVXAQLOTIEG HET EVYVWHOOVVNG, OL OTIOLEG, VX EL0TE OLYOLQOL, LTTIOQOVV VX

HETAOQPWOOLY TOV KOO0 0¢ BaoAeia tov Oeov.

M¢ evyvwpoovvn meog kabévav Ao 0ag kal pe TV v XQLoTt@ Ay,

Ji e oSk

t 6 Apeownc EAmdogpogog

Inueiwows: Na avayvwoOet o0& 0Aeg tic €vopleg g Apeowne v Kvowakn, 19
Noeupoiov 2023.

10 KOINONIA DECEMBER 2023




Sth SUNDAY OF LUKE

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
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5th Sunday of Luke
Sunday Sermon by Father Georgios Oikonomou

e heard a great story in the holy gospel today, my beloved

brothers and sisters in Christ. It is the story of the rich
man and the poor man Lazarus. Jesus always taught us the
truths of the Gospel with such stories, the parables, so that
everyone would understand his teaching. Christ said that there
was once a rich man who lived by showing off his wealth. He
wore very expensive clothes, and every day he would arrange
parties with many guests, who were entertained and enjoyed
themselves. A poor man, whose name was Lazarus, would go
and knock on his door and beg him to give him some food, but
the rich man would turn him away. And he was forced to enter
the house to get his fill, and when the entertainments were over,
he would crawl on the floor under the table and try to cheat his
hunger with the crumbs that fell from the table. The poor man
was not only poor. He was also sick, and his body was full of
sores and the dogs were trying to comfort him by licking his
wounds.

One day these two people died. Like every man born on this
earth. God’s angels led Lazarus into the arms of Abraham.
While the rich man was led to Hades and tormented. From
where he was, he lifted up his eyes and saw Lazarus resting
happily in Abraham’s arms and said to Abraham. “Father, I am
burning, please send Lazarus to cool me” But Abraham replied
that Lazarus had been tormented all his life and was now being
comforted, while he did not take advantage of the opportunity
God gave him by sending Lazarus to his door daily, never did
good, never showed love and compassion, and now enjoys the
fruits of his deeds. And he also said, “besides all this, between
us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those
who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none
may cross from there to us”

The rich man then asked Abraham to send Lazarus to his
brothers on earth, that they might repent and not be led to
hell, but Abraham replied that since they did not follow what
the Bible said, even if a dead man who had been raised from
the dead appeared before them, they would still not believe. In
this stirring parable of Christ, we are taught that the way that
leads to salvation, heaven and eternal life is the way of mercy
and love. One way full of compassion for the poor, the sick,
the helpless and of course charity. The rich man in the parable
was not condemned because he was rich. But because he was
hard-hearted and selfish. He wanted to show off his wealth
with his expensive clothes, he made sure to entertain himself
with dances, food, and company, and he closed his eyes to his
hurting fellow man.

11 KOINONIA

This parable of Christ spread to all of us a very important
message. That there is eternal life. There is Heaven and Hell.
One day we will all stand before the Righteous Judge, our
God, and we will be judged according to our works of love or
according to our cruelty and indifference. Let today’s parable be
a spiritual wake-up call. A spiritual alarm. And may it help to
sweeten our hearts. To have more compassion for our brothers
and sisters who need our help. Not to leave them on the floor
trying to get their fill of our dinner crumbs but to invite them
to our table. To give them clean clothes to wear. To hug them.
And so, we can one day, the eternal and never-ending day, be
embraced with them in heaven, flooded with the light of our
Christ, the Holy Light of the Resurrection. Amen.
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Sth SUNDAY OF LUKE

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
HOLY METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY
SAINT NICHOLAS
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF BALTIMORE

5th Sunday of Luke
Sunday Sermon by Father Georgios Oikonomou

AKm’Joaps onuepa 0TO 1EPO evayyého pia TOAD omovdaia
totopia. Eivatn otopiatov mlovsiov kat tov ¢twxod Aaidpov.
O Xpuotdg pog Sidaoke mavta Tig aAndeteg tov Evayyehiov pe
TéToleg LoTOpieg, TIG mapaPfolés, yla va katakaPaivovv dlot )
Sdaokahio Tov. AuynOnke dowmodv o Xplotdg OTL LT PXE KATOTE
évag mAovolog avBpwmog, mov {ovoe kavovtag emideln Tov
mhovTtov tov. Popoloe mavdkpiBa povya, kat Stopydvwve kabe
pepa tpamélia e moAhovg kakeopévovg, mov Staokédalav ko
xaipovtav. Evag ¢twyog, mov ovopaldtav Adlapog, myatve ko
TOV XTLTIOVOE TNV TTOPTA Kol TOV Tapakalovoe va Tov dwoel Aiyo
@ayntd akkd o mhovotog Tov édtwyve. Kat avaykalotav yua va
XOpTAoEL va pmaivel 0To omiT, 6Tav Télewwvav ol Stackedaoelg,
0ogPVOTAV 0TO TTATWUA KATW amd To Tpaméll kat mpoomabovoe
va Eeyehaoel Ty meiva Tov pe ta Yixovha Tov €mecav and To
TpaméQl. Aev ftav povo @Twyxdg o kanuévos. Hrav ka dppwaoTtog
Kal TO GOHA TOV Yeudto TANYEG Kat Ta okvAd poomabodoav
va TOV Tapnyoproovy yAbgovtag Tig TAnyég Tov. Avtoi ot dvo
avBpwnol méBavav. Onwg kabe &vBpwmog mov yevviétar oe
avtn ™ yn. Ot &yyelot Tov Oeov odrynoav tov Adlapo otV
aykaAd tov ABpadp. Evw o mhovotog odnynbnke otov Adn kat
Baoavi{dtav. AT ekel mov PpLoKdTAV OTIKWOE TA PETIAL TOV Ko
eide Tov Adlapo va avamavetal XapoOpHEVOG 0TV ayKaAld Tov
APpadp kat eine otov APpady. «Ilatépa, kaiyopar, oteile oe
napakadw Tov Adfapo va pe Spooicer. Ouwg o APpadp tov
andvtnoe 0Tt o Adlapog Bacaviotnke oe OAn 1 {wr) Tov Kat Twpa
napryoplétat, v ekeivog dev aflomoinoe v evkaupia mov Tov
¢dwoe 0 Oedg atélvovtag kabnpepvd tov Adalapo otnv oOpTa
Tov, Oev ékave TOTé TO Kald, Sev €deide aydmn kat ovumovia
Kat Topa amohapPdvel Tovg kapmodg Twv épywv Tov. Kat eime
emiong VIApyeL PeYAAO XAOHA, YKPEUOG AVAUETA LG, KOl KAVELG
Sev pmopel va mepaoet and T pia peptd oty aAAn. O mhobotog
{Ntnoe tote amd tov APpadp va oteiet tov Adlapo ota adépela
TOV OTM YN, VA HETAVONOOLY gkeivol kat va puny odnyndovv oty
KOAaor, aAhd o APpadp amdvtnoe Ott egpocov dev akolovBovv
ooa Aéel 1 Ayia Ipa@r), akopa Kot av eLAvIOTEL UTPOOTA TOVG
VEKPOG oL avaoTthOnke éht dev Ba moTéYouv.

>t ovykAovioTikn avth tapaolr} tov Xptotod Sidackopaote Tt
0 §popog ov 0dnyel TN CWTNPia, GTOV TAPASELTO KAl TNV ALdVIA
o eivat 0 §popLog Tov ehéovg kat TG aydmng. H cupmdBewa mpog
TOVG PTWXOVG, TOvg acbeveic, Tovg aviumopovs. H elenpocivn.
O mAovolog NG mapaPorng Sev katadikaotnke yuati fTav
mAoVo10G. AMG yati frav oxAnpokapdog ko eywiotie. Hbele
va kavel enideién tov mhovTov e Ta Tavakpa podya, PpovTile
va StaokedaleL e XopoUg, paynTd ko Tapéeg kou EKAELVE To pdTia
TOV OTOV TTOVEUEVO GLVAVOpwTTO.

H mapaPolr] avtiy tov Xplotov pag amevBiver e dlovg poag

éva ToAD omovdaio pnvopa. ‘Ot vdpxet awwvia {wry. Yrdapyet
Mapaderoog kat Kohaon. Mia pépa Ba otabobpe ddot evimov
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Tov Aikatov Kpitr), tov Ogov pag, kat Ba kplBodpe avéloya pe
Ta €pya TNG ayanng Hog 1 avaAoya pe TNV oKANpOTnTA KAt TNV
adagopia pag.

Ag eivau n onuepv) tapaBoln éva mvevpatikd Eumvntrpl Evag
TIVELHATIKOG ovvayeppog. Kat va pag Pondrioer va ylvkdvet
1 kapdid pag. Noa ouUmovESOUE TEPLOTOTEPO TOVG ASEAPOVG
pog mov xpealovtat t Porewa poag. Na unv tovg agrjvovpe
0TO TTATWUA KAt va TTPooTiaBovv va xopTdoovy amd ta YixovAa
tov Seinvov pag adld va Tovg mpookaléoovpe oTo Tpamell
pag. Na tovg Swoovpe kabBapd podxa va @opécovv. Na tovg
aykahdoovpe. Kat étot Ba pmopéoovpe pa pépa, v aidvia
kot Sixws Téhog pépa, va eipaocte aykakiaopévol pali Tovg otov
[Mapdadeioo, MANUUVPLOPEVOL e TO PG TOV XPLOTOV pag, TO Aylo
Dwg ¢ AvaoTtaong. Apny.
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The Gospel

At that time, a lawyer stood up to put Jesus to the test, saying,
“Teachet, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him,
“What is written in the law? How do you read?” And he answered,
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and
your neighbor as yourself” And he said to him, “You have answered
right; do this, and you will live.” But he, desiring to justify himself,
said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers,
who stripped him and beat him, and departed, leaving him half
dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when
he saw him he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when
he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But
a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was; and when he
saw him, he had compassion, and went to him and bound up his
wounds, pouring on oil and wine; then he set him on his own beast
and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. And the next day
he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘“Take
care of him; and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I
come back. Which of these three, do you think, proved neighbor to
the man who fell among the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed
mercy on him.” And Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

Today’s Gospel story, my beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,
is a parable, which contains in a concise way the meaning of
the whole Gospel. The occasion for Christ to tell the parable was
the question of a man who had devoted his life to the study of the
law of God. Yet while he learned the law very well, he did not learn
its true spirit. And he had so much pride that he did not hesitate
to try to tempt Christ. Just as the devil tried to tempt Christ when
he fasted for forty days on the mountain, so this lawyer asked
Christ an evil question. “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”
Christ answered him with another question: “what is written in
the law”. And he answered that according to the law “you must
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your
neighbor as yourself”. Jesus told him that indeed, if he kept these
commandments, he would inherit eternal life.

Buthecontinuedtoaskwith greater cunning, “Whoismyneighbor?”
And Jesus answered him with the following story. A man traveling
from Jerusalem to Jericho ran into robbers who robbed him, beat
him, and left him half dead on the side of the road. Two clergymen
who happened to be passing by that spot were indifferent and
went on their way indifferently. But an alien, a Samaritan, took
pity on the wounded man, knelt before him, washed his wounds
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with oil and wine,
he set him on his
own beast and
brought him to an
inn, and took care
of him. At the inn
he gave money and
the order that he
should be cared
for and healed,
and promised to
pay as much as was
necessary to make
the man well.

After Jesus told
this stirring story
he asked the

lawyer “who is the
neighbor”. And he
answered, “The one who showed mercy on him” And Jesus said to
him, “If you therefore will inherit eternal life. “Go and do likewise”

Yet another parable of our Christ, which teaches that the key
that opens the door of Paradise is love of one’s fellow man.
Unconditional love and love without limits. We are called to love
our fellow man whether he is our relative or not. Whether he is
a fellow human being or not. After all, every human being is a
child of God, and all human beings are brothers and sisters to each
other. Distant relatives, descendants of the forefather Adam.

In this parable there is also an even deeper meaning and a great
symbolism. The Good Samaritan is Christ Himself. He sympathizes
with the suffering man. He kneels beside him. He tends his wounds.
The oil symbolizes God’s mercy but also the holy oil of the Holy
Unction. And the wine symbolizes the Blood of Christ, poured
out on the Cross for the forgiveness of our sins and offered to all
of us in the Mass. The aching wounded and traumatized person of
modern times can find refuge and salvation in our Christ. He can
receive the medicine of immortality in Holy Communion. And
this grace that he receives by receiving Communion in Christ can
be generously distributed to the world as love for his neighbor.
Without limits, without conditions. Opening his hands as the
crucified Lord opened them to hold the whole world. This is the
one and only way that leads to eternal life.
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10 Edayyériov

To kapd éxeivw, vouixos 116 npooijAle 1@ Tnood meipdlwv adTov
Kkai Aéywv- Aibdokale, Ti moujoas {whv aidviov kAnpovoutiow; 6
8¢ eine mpog avTov- 'Ev 10 vopw Ti péypantal; TS &vayvoKelS;
6 8¢ amoxpiOeic eimev- Ayamioeis Kopiov 1ov Oedv dov €€ dAng
Tij¢ kKapdiag cov kai €€ 6AnS Tij Yoxijc oov kai éE 8Ayg Tijs ioxvog
oov ki éE 8Ang i Sravoiag oov, kai TOV TANGIOV GOV WG CEAVTOV-
eine 8¢ ab1@- OpOig dmexpifng. TovTo moier kai (fion. 6 8¢ OéAwv
Sikaoiv éavtov eine npdg Tov Tnoovv- Kai tic éoti pov mAnaiov;
modafawv 8¢ o6 Inoois eimev- AvOpwmds Tic karéfarvev &mo
Tepovoadiu eis Tepiyw, kai Afjotais mepiémeoey- of kai ékdvoavteg
avToV kol TAyaG EmOévtes anijABov dpévtes Nuibavij Tvyydavovra.
KaT& ovykvpiav 8¢ iepeds TiG KaTéfavey €v Tij 00@ éxeivy, Kai
idwv avTov avTimapijAOev. opoiwg 8¢ xai AeviTHG PevoueVos KaTX
TOV om0V, éA0V Kai ibwv dvrimapiiAOe. Zapapeitng 8¢ Ti 68ed WV
fAOe kot abTov, Kai iBwv avTOV éomAayyvioOn, kai mpooedfwv
katédnoe & Tpaduata adTod émyxéwv Edarov kai oivov, émPifdoag
8¢ adToV émi TO iS1ov kTijvos fiyayev avTov eic mavdoyeiov kai
EmepuedOn avTod- kai émi Ty adiprov €EeAOav, éxfalwy §vo Snvipia
#wie 14 mavdoyel kai eimev adT@- EmpedOnT avToD, Katl 6, T &V
npoodamavions, éyw &v 1@ émavépyeolai pe Gmodwow oot. Tic 0V
TOVTWY TV TPIdV AN Giov Sokel oot yeyovivar ToD EumesovTog &ig
1006 AfjoTdg; 6 8¢ eimev- 'O moujoag 10 Edeog petX avrod. eimev odv
avT® 0’ Inoois- Ilopevov kai oV moier dpoiws.

ch]pspwr'] otopioc Tov Evayyeliov, adelgoi pov, eivar pia
napafoAn) tov XploTov, 1 omoia TEPLEXEL HE CUVOTITIKO TPOTIO
To vonua oAdkAnpov tov Evayyeliov. Agoppn ya va dinynfet o
Xplotog Ty mapaBolr fTav n epwtnomn evog avBpwmnov, o omoiog eixe
aglepwoel TN {wi} Tov aTn perétn Tov vopov tov Oeov. Evw watoco
éuabe Tov vopo moAD kahd, Sev pabe to aAnBvod tov mvevpa. Kat
eiye 1000 peydAn vrepn@avela, wote dev dioTace va mpoomadroet
va Tielpdget tov Xploto. Onwg o Staforog mpoonadnoe va Pdlel oe
TELpAcpd Tov XpLoTo, OTAV EKEIVOG VIOTEYE Yla COPAVTA NUEPEG
0TO OPOG, £TOL KAl AUTOG O VOUIKOG £KAVE [lia TTOVNPT) EpWTNOTN OTOV
Xplotd. “Ti mpémet va KAvw yia va kKAnpovopnow Ty awwvia {wr”; O
XpLOTOG TOV AMAVTA e o epWTNON: “TL ypdgpeL 0 vopog”; Kat ekeivog
anmdvTnoe OTL CUUPWVA |LE TOV VOO TIPETEL VAL AyATH|OEL TOV @0 e
OAn TV Kapdid, TV Yoy, T SVvan KoL Tov vou Kat Tov TAnoiov wg
oeavtov. O XpLotog Tov einte OTL OVTWGE, av Trpel avTég TIG eVTOAEG, Ba
KAnpovopnoeL Ty alwvia {wr.

Exeivog Opwg ovvéxioe va pwTdel pe peyavTepn movnpld “molog
eivat o mnoiov”; Kat o Inoovg tov amdvtnoe pe tnv mapakdtw
wropia. Evag &vBpwnog tagidevovtag and tnv Iepovoanu mpog
v lepiyw €mece oe AoTEG MOV TOV ékAeyay, TOv XTOTNOQY, Kol TOV
aenoav poonebapévo otny dkpn tov Spopov. Avo kAnpikoi Tov
£TUYE VO TIEPVAVE Ao EKEIVO TO OMpelo Evag Lepéag kat €vag Aevitng
adlapopnoav kal cuvExLoav Tov Spopo Tovg. Movaxa évag aldoguAlog
TIOV TIEPVOVTE ATO €KEl, Evag Zapapeitng, CLUTOVETe TOV TANYWHEVO
avBpwmo, yovdaTioe pmpooTtd Tov, EmAvve TIG TANYEG TOL pe Addt kat
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Kpaoti, Tov opTwoe
oto (Wwo TOL Kau

Tov  odnynoe o€
éva [Mavdoxeio
gpovtilovtag  yia
mv avappwo

Tov. Xto mavdoxeio
£dwoe xprparta Kot
TNV €VTOA va Tov
neptmomn oy ka
va Tov ylatpéyouvy
Kat  vmooxebnke
ott Ba  mAnpwoet
000 XpelaoTel yla
va  yivet kaka o
avBpwmog.

Agob  SnynOnke
o Xplotog avtn
TN OUYKAOVIOTIKN
loTopla pwTNnoE
TOV Voo “motog eivat o mAnoiov”. Kat ekeivog andvinoe ekeivog
nov édeite éleog Kat o Inoodg tov amdvtnoe ot av embopel va
KAnpovopnoel TNy awwvia {wr) va ayand kot ekeivog Tov TAnciov pe
Tov (810 TpoTIO.

Axopa pia mapaBolr) tov Xplotod pag, 1 omoia Siddokel OTL TO
kAewdi mov avoiyet v mopta tov Iapadeioov eivau 1 aydmn otov
ovvavBpwmo. Ayamn xwpig dpovg kat aydmn xwpic opta. Kakovpaote
va ayandpe Tov ouvavBpwmo eite eivau ovyyevrg pag eite oxL. Eite
eivat opoedvrg eite 0x.. AANwote kdBe avBpwmog eivar moudi Tov
®eo0 kat Ohot ot dvBpwmol eipaote adéAgia peta&d pag. Makpvoi
OLYYEVE(G, amoyovol Tov Tpondtopa ASL.

Zmv mapaPfoAn avth vmdpxer kat éva akopa Pabvtepo vonua
Kat €vag omovdaiog ovpPolopds. O kahdg Zapapeitng eivat o
Xptotdg. Zvpmdoyet pe tov movepévo avBpwmo. Tovariler dimha
tov. Tlepuoteitan T TA\Nyég Tov. To A&St ouvpPoliler o €heog
Tov @eov aAld kat To aytacpévo Aadt tov Iepov Evyelaiov. Kat o
oivog aupPoAilet To Aipa tov Xptotod pag, mov xhvetat Tévw oTov
Ztavpo yia va ocvyxwpebovv ot apapTieg pag aAAd kat TpoopépeTal
oe OAovg pag ot Oela Aettovpyia. O movepévog, TANywpévog Kat
yepartog tpavpata avBpwnog g oUYXpovNng €mOXNG pmopel va
Bpet katagvylo kat cwtnpia kovtd otov Xploto pog. Mmopei va
Aapet pappaxo abavaciag tn Ocia Kowvwvia. Kat avtry t xdpn mov
AapPavet kowvwvdvtag Tov Xploto va T okopmilel amhoxepa otov
KOO0 wg ayann otov mAnciov. Aixwg opia, dixwg 0povs. Avoiyovtog
Ta xépa, Onwg ta dvotke o Eotavpwpévog Kbprog yua va xwpéaet oho
TOV KOO0, AVTOG givan 0 Spopog mov odnyel ot awwvia {wn).
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9th SUNDAY OF LUKE

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
HOLY METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY
SAINT NICHOLAS
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF BALTIMORE

9th Sunday of Luke
Sunday Sermon by Father Georgios Oikonomou

The Gospel

The Lord said this parable: “The land of a rich man brought
forth plentifully; and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do,
for I have nowhere to store my crops?” And he said, T will do
this: I will pull down my barns, and build larger ones; and
there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to
my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years;
take your ease, eat, drink, be merry. But God said to him, Fool!
This night your soul is required of you; and the things you have
prepared, whose will they be?’ So is he who lays up treasure for
himself, and is not rich toward God.” As he said these things,
he cried out: “He who has ears to hear, let him hear”

fter the parable of the rich and poor Lazarus and the
parable of the Good Samaritan, which we heard the
two previous Sundays, today we heard another wonderful
parable of Christ. The parable of the fool rich man. As short
as it is, the meanings it teaches us are so great and precious.

Jesus said, “There was once a rich man, and one year he
was blessed with such a great harvest that he found himself
in a dilemma how to manage all that fruitfulness. Then he
decided to tear down his storehouses, build bigger ones,
store them there and say to himself: “Now you have goods
for your entire life, eat, drink and be merry”. But at the same
time God said to him ‘Fool! This night your soul is required
of you; and the things you have prepared, whose will they
be?” And after he had finished the parable Jesus said “So is he
who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God”

As in the other gospel narratives of rich people, the problem
in this parable is not wealth itself but lack of love. The rich
man in the parable had the opportunity with his many
incomes to thank and praise God for blessing the land and
having abundant fruitfulness. And to share at least a part of
it with the poor and with those who needed his help. But
he was selfish. He thought only of himself. And instead of
rejoicing in what he has, he reflects on what he will do with
it. And he makes the most selfish and hard-hearted decision.
To secure only his own future, to have a good time in the
rest of his life eating, drinking, and having fun. But he had
forgotten something he shouldnt have forgotten. He had
forgotten that he was mortal.
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At the very moment he was having these thoughts, God
spoke to him and told him that he was going to die that night.
And all of this would be left without heirs. And the worst of
all? He would not be able to inherit eternal life and the door
of Paradise would be closed to him, because his mind was
always on earthly treasures and not on heavenly ones. He
chose to live as if he were immortal when he was not. He did
not keep God’s commandment to love his neighbor. To have
compassion for him. To be a good Samaritan for him.

This week we will celebrate Thanksgiving. And we also
march towards the celebration of the Nativity of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. It is on these days that we usually
become more generous. And of course, they are good
occasions to thank God for all that He has given us. To be
thankful to Him. And the best way to give thanks, after our
participation in the Holy Eucharist, which is the supreme
form of expressing thanks to God, is to look with compassion
and love upon our fellow man. To embrace them. To share
with them what our hearts tell us we can share. If we have
two coats to give one, as Jesus said. After all, we too may
one day find ourselves in the place of the poor man who
needs help. As a beautiful hymn of our church emphasizes,
“The wealthy have become poor and gone hungry, but those
who seek the Lord shall not lack any good thing”” Let us take
from today’s parable the exhortation of our Christ, instead of
treasuring for ourselves, let us see to it that we become rich
in heaven. Amen.
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10 Edayyériov

Einev 0 Koprog Ty mapafolnpy tavTnv- AvOpwmov Tivog mhovaiov
ev@opnoey 1 ywpa- kai dieloyilero &v éavtd Aéywv- Ti MoIoW,
611 00k Eyw moid ovvadw TovS Kapmods pov; xai eime. ToiTO
nomow- KAOeAd pov Tig dmodnxag ki peiovag oixodourjow,
kai ovvdlw éxel MavTa T& YEVVAMATE pov kai T& &yabk pov,
Kai épd Tij yuxij pov- Yoy, Exers moAdd dyalx keipeva eig Ty
nmoAd&- dvamatov, @aye, i, edppaivov. eine 8¢ avT@ 6 Oedg:
&gpov, TadTH Tij VUKTL THY YUX1}V 60V &TauTodoY &To coD- & 6¢
froipacas Tivi £0Ta; 0UTwS 0 Ooavpi{wy éavt® kai pij eic Oeov
mAovrav. Tavta Aéywy épaver- O Exwv @Ta dkovey, GkovéTw.

'\/ otepa and v TapaPolr) Tov TAOLOIOL Kal TOL PTWYOV

Aaldpov kat v mapaPoA Tov kalod Zapapeitn, TOL
akovoape Tig Svo mponyovpeves Kuplakés, akovoape orjuepa
akopa pia Bavpaota mapaBolr| tov Xprotod. Tnv mapaPolr) tov
dppovog mAovaiov.

‘Oco obvvtoun eivar 000 omovdaio kat TOADTIHA T VOrHaTa
nov pag Sdaoket. Eine o Xplotdg: Hrav kamote évag mhovotog
avBpwmog kat pia Xpovid evhoynOnke e 1060 peydAn codeld
wote Ppebnke oe Silnppa mwg va Staxeptotel OAN avth v
kaprogopia. Tote amo@doloe va ykpepioet Ti¢ anodikeg Ttov,
va xtioet peyalbtepeg, va ta anodniedoel ekel kal va TeL 6ToV
eauTd Tov: “Tpa €xel ayadd yia OAn ) {wr cov, Tpwye, Tive
kat Staokédale”. Ma v St otrypr} Tov eine o Oedg «Avonre,
avtn ™ voxta Ba eBavelg, Oha avtd mov etoipaceg oo Ba ta
kAnpovopnoew; Kat agov odokApwoe v napaoln} o Xptotog
eine 0TOVG aKpOATEG TOL «AuTd Tabaivel dmolog Bnoavpiel yia
TOV €aVTO TOL Kat SeVv yiveTal TAOVOLOG EVAOTILOV TOV Ogo S1d Tng
aydmng Kot TnG EAENUOCVVNG.

Onwg xat 0TI vmoOhoumeg Suynoelg TOV evayyeAiov OV
avagépovtat o TAOVOLOVG avBpwmovg, £ToL Kat 0g auTr) TNV
napaPolr] to mpoPAnua otn xprotiavikn {wr Sev eivat o mAovTog
aAAd n éAAetyn aydmng. O mAovotog TG mapaBolng eixe v
evkaipia [le Ta TOAAA €L0OSHUATA TIOV AMEKTNOE VA EVXAPLOTHOEL
kot va do&doer Tov @6, o Omoiog evAOyNoe Tn yn kat eixe
mAovaola kapropopia. Kat TovAdxotov éva pHépog amd avtd va to
LOLpAOTEL [1e TOVG PTWXOVG KAl pe 600VG gixav avaykn tn BorBetd
Tov. AvTOG OpwG gival aMOAVTWG EYWIOTHG. ZKEPTETAL LOVO TOV
eautd Tov. OUTE KAV TOVG cLYYyeveig Tov. Kot avti va xaipeta
pe doa éxet mpoPAnpatiCeton Tt Ba ta kavel. Kou maipvet v mo
EYWLOTIKT Kat okANpokapdn andgaon. Na efacpaioer 0 Siko
Tov péMov, va Tepvaet KaAd oty violounn {wr) Tov TpwyovTag,
nivovtag kat Staokedalovtag. Eixe Eexdoet Opwe katt mov Sev
énpeme va 1o Eexdoel. Eixe Eexdoet 0t eivar Bvntdg.

Tnv oTeypur| ekeivn oV €kave aUTEG TIG OKEVELG TOL Hidnoe o Oedg

KAl TOV glme OTL ekeivn Tr voxTa enpoketto va meBavel. Kat Oha
avtd Ba épevav xwpic kKAnpovopovs. Kat to xelpdtepo amd Ola;
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O 810g dev Ba pmopovoe va kKAnpovopnoet v awdvia {wi kat
n mopta Tov Ilapadeicov Ba Nrav kAewot) ya avtov, yati o
VOUG TOV NTaV TAVTA 0TOVG eMiYELOVG Bnoavpods kat OxL 6Tovg
ovpdviovs. Aldheke va {fjoet oav va rrave aBdvatog eva dev ftav.
Agv Tiipnoe v evToAr| Tov Oeob va ayamndet Tov mAnoiov. Na tov
ovpmova. Na yivetat yla ekeivov kahog Zapapeitng.

Tnv efSopdada avtr, adedgol pov, Ba yloptdoovpe TNV npépa
twv Evxapiotiwv. Kau emiong mopevopacte mpog T ylopty
¢ Tévvnong tov Xpiotov pag. Eival avtég Tig npépeg mov
ywoépaote ovvibwg mo  yevvaddwpot. Eivar omwodnmote
KAAEG AQOPHES Va evyaploToLpe Tov Ogd yla OAa doa pag éxet
xapioet. Na exppdoovpe v evyvopoovvn pag. Kat o kalvtepog
TPOTOG €VXAPLOTIAC, VOTEPA OO TN CUUUETOXN Hag oTn Osia
Evyaptiotia, mov eivat 1 kopugaia Lop@r| kat 0 OTIOVSALOTEPOG
TPOTIOG €KPPacT|G evxaploTiag oTov Oed, eivat va kortdEovpe pe
gvomAayvia Kat aydnn tov cuvavBpwmo. Na Tov aykaAtdoovye.
Na popactovpe pali tov doa pag Aget 1 kapdid pag 0T uopolpe
va polpacTovpe. Av €xoupe dV0 XITveG va Swoovpe TOV €va,
omwg eine 0 XpLoTog.

AMwoTte pmopei pua puépa kat gpeic va PpeBodpe otn B¢on Tov
@Twxob mov Xpetaletat PorBeta. Omwg Tovifel évag ToAD Opopeog
VUVOG NG EKKANGiag pag “mhovatol Emtwyevoay Kai émeivaoay, o
8¢ éx{rotvteg 1OV Kvprov ovk éhattwOnoovrat mavtog dyabod”

Ag kpatrnoovpe wg ToADTIHO kat akptPo Sidaypa anod tn onpepvi
napaPolr) v mpotpor) Tov Xplotov pag, avti va Onoavpifovpe
ya Tov eautd pag, ag @povtilovpe va mAoutilovpe oTOUVG
ovpavolg He aydmn Kat EAeog Tpog Tov TANciov. Apny.
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Ms agopur v «Hpépa twv Evxaptotiov» agov mpwta cvlintioape péoa
oty té&n to Bépa, {NTnoa anod ta oSt va pov ypdyouv o€ 2 ypapuég oe oL
nolov Ba nBekav va movy gvxaploTw Kat ylati. f§
Ot amavtroelg Tovg akolovBovv. "]

I'" tadn ")
s

«Evxaptotd tov XplotovAn yiati pov édwoe tn {wr)p» Mapiva A.

«Evxaplotw mov eipat VLG, EVXAPLOTW TOVG YOVEIG TIOV [LE TIPOOEXOVV KAl TOVG

VOVoUg 1oV ylati av oupPei TOoTE KATL 6TOVG Yoveig pov Ba eivar exel yla epévar Mapia K.
«Evxaplotw yla T papd Hov Kat Tov umapmd pov ylati pe ayandve» Mapivdota K.
«Evxaptotw yla tnv owkoyévela pov, TNV adep@r) HOv Kal TNV VOVA pov, eivat 0Aot kalol kat aoTteio
Niknrag K.

«Evxaptotd yia tov adep@o pov yiati pe gpovtiler Avaotaong Nt.

«Evxaptotw yla tnv olkoyévela Hov kat Tovg gilovg pov, 0nwg o Iavayiwtng kat o Nikrtog»

Anprrpng @.

« Evxaptota tn papd (ov Kot TOV HITATTd LoV IOV KAVOUV TTOAAA TTPAYHATA Yia ELEVA KL KOV TIPOOPEPOVY
@aynto» Xpvoovia N.

«Evxaptotd yla tny tpo@r mov €xw Kat ov eipat {wvtavoe» Tiavvng K.

«Evxaplotw tnv otkoyévela pov yiati pe kdvovv xapoduevo kat pe ayandve» [avaywwtng I

«@a é\eya eVXAPLOTW OTNV OKOYEVELA POV eTeld) pe ipooéxovvr» Aewvidag Toov.

«Ba €éAeya gvxaploTw oe euéva ylati eipat kaAn, otny Mapia yati eivan kakn kot otnv Baotheia yoti
etvat kaknp» XpvooBahéavtov I

«Eipat evyvopwyv yia v otkoyévela pov eneldn kdmota matdid dev €xovv owkoyévela. Kamowa maudia
gxovv viobetnBel 1) éxovv SuwxOel kat Sev €xovv To Sikd TOVG OTiTL. Agv éxovv @aynTtd 1 vepo. Eipat
EVYVWHWY AOLTTOV KAl Yl TO QaynTo Kat Tt vepd mov éxw» Baotheia L.

«®a nBela va evxaploTHow TOVG yoveig Lov yla OAa Ta Tagidia kat TG ekSpOpEG OV Tyaivovpe Kat TV
adep@rn Hov Tov givat amod Ti§ KaAvTepeG Hov Pideg» Aewvidag Toa.

A’ tadn

«Evxaplotw Tn gapd pHov Kot TOV UIapmd (ov yia TO OTTL KAl TO QaynTo ToL OV TIPOTPEPOLV»

Mehiva IT.

«Euxaptotd Tn papd Hov Kol ToV HITapd (ov Tov pe ¢povTiovv» Avtwvng L.

«@éAw va TIw EVXAPLOTW OTNY HAHE OV KAl GTOV WA pov ylati pag @povtitouv» Tiwpyng L.

«Eipat evyvopwv yloo Tn Hapd pov Kot Tov Umapnd pov yoti pov divovv 6la doa mpémel va pabw»
Dpaykiokog K.

Eivat moAd onpavtikd va akolpe doa £xouv va pag movv Ta matdid kat va ta Aappavovpue cofapd voyn.
Qg yoveig al\d kat wg ekmatdevTikoi mpoonabovpe va dwoovpe ota maudid pag £va Opopo mepPaAlov
éoa 0To omoio To kabBéva and avtd va pmopel va avlioet povadukd kat Eexwptotd!

To «Evxaplotd» Tovg eivat To mo omovdaio and OAa Ta eVXAPLOTW TOL KOGHOV.

[apaokevn Kotodtov
H daokdAa g I xat A" Tang
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On the occasion of “Thanksgiving Day”, after first discussing the topic in class,

I asked the children to write me in 2 lines who they would like to say thank -
you to and why.

Their answers follow.

3rd Grade
@G]‘— Scx\
“I thank Christoulis for giving me life” Marina L.

“Thank you for being healthy, thank you to my parents for taking care of me and my godparents because
if something ever happens to my parents they will be there for me” Maria K.

“Thank you for my mom and dad because they love me” Marinasia K.

“Thanks for my family, my sister and my godmother, they are all nice and funny” Nikitas K.

“Thank you for my brother because he takes care of me” Anastasis D.

“Thank you for my family and my friends, like Panagiotis and Nikitas” Dimitris E

“Thank you to my mom and dad who do many things for me and offer me food” Chrysoula N.

“Thank you for the food I have and for being alive” Yiannis K.

“I thank my family because they make me happy and love me” Panagiotis G.

“I would say thank you to my family for taking care of me” Leonidas Tsou.

“I would say thank you to me because I am good, to Maria because she is good and to Basilia because she
is good” Chrysovalantou G.

“I'm thankful for my family because some kids don’t have family. Some children have been adopted or
persecuted and do not have a home of their own. They have no food or water. So I am grateful for the food
and what water I have” Vasilia I.

“I would like to thank my parents for all the trips and excursions we go on and my sister who is one of
my best friends” Leonidas Tsa.

4th Grade

“Thank you to my mom and dad for the house and the food they offer me” Melina P.

“Thank you to my mom and dad for taking care of me” Antonis I.

“I want to say thank you to my mom and dad because they take care of us” Giorgis I.

“I am thankful for my mom and dad because they give me everything I need to learn” Francis K.

It is very important to listen to what children have to say and take them seriously. As parents and as
educators we try to give our children a beautiful environment in which each of them can flourish uniquely
and individually!

Their “Thank you” is the greatest of all thanks in the world.

Paraskevi Kotsatou
Teacher of 3rd and 4th Grade
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In memory of John N. Polites
Mrs. Margo Smyrnioudis Holden

In memory of Julie Tsakalos
Christ Angelopoulos
Olga and Chuck Paterakis

In memory of Maria Kornias
Christ Angelopoulos
Christina Bachman

In memory of Georgia Kepreos

Christ Angelopoulos
Mr. and Mrs. Emmanuel Theoharis
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Zhtw 1 281 OxtwPpiov! Zitw n EAA&da!

In memory of Markella Forakis
Christ Angelopoulos
Ms. Despina Cornias

In memory of Lambros
and Athina Neofitou
Margo Neofitou Kouliatsos

In memory of Anna Aravidis
Mr. and Mrs. George Perdikakis

In memory of George Katsimpiris
Nichola Katsimpiris-Wallace and Family

In memory of Alexios and Maria Skinas
Vasiliki and Alexios Shinas

Congratulations to all St. Nicholas Greek School students for the
amazing OXI Day Celebration.

Zvyxapntipia ot maidic Tov EAAnvikov pag oxoleiov yix Ty 17600
OUOP PN YLOPTH] IOV TTXPOVOLXORY, TIHWVTAG THY EOVIKY eMéTELo THG
2816 Oxtwfpiov.

In memory of George and
Evangeline Soulikas
Olga and Chuck Paterakis

In memory of Andrew
and Andy Tsakalos
Olga and Chuck Paterakis
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e pray that everyone had a safe and healthy
Thanksgiving!

In November we celebrated our Patron Saints Kosmas
and Damian with dinner and guest speaker Mrs. Sophia
Vasilios. Thank you, Sophia, showing that with God and
Faith one can have the courage and strength to cope with
what every life brings our way. You were an
inspiration to all. Thank you to everyone who
attended and those that prepared and donated
towards the evening’s dinner.

We would like to thank everyone for the
donations of nonperishable items which were
donated to the Johns Hopkins Bayview Food
Pantry. Philoptochos also helped six families
with Thanksgiving meals and will be doing the
same for Christmas. If you know of any families that are
in need, please contact Mrs. Evagelia Saliaris 410-592-8345
or Mrs. Nora Kefalas 410-979-6656. The identity of the
families is strictly confidential. January 7th - 18th we will
be collecting New Blankets, hats, scarfs, gloves, and socks.
Please bring your donations to church!

Philoptochos along with the community will be hosting
the reception for the Saint Nicholas Vespers and the Day of
Saint Nicholas. We look forward to welcoming everyone
as we celebrate our 70th Anniversary!

Join us for our annual Holiday Celebration on Monday,
December 11th at The Greektown Square and Event Center
6:00 p.m. Donation $35 includes Appetizers, Deserts/
soft drinks / coffee. You can bring your own alcohol or
wine. For tickets or information please contact Mrs. Yiota
Kousantonis 410-979-8034 or Zoe Perdikakis 410-908-
1556.

Our next General meeting will be held on Monday,
December 4th at 6:00 p.m. in the large social hall of the
church. Cocktails and Appetizers will be served.

Wishing everyone a Blessed and Merry Christmas! Peter
1:8-9 “Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though
you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with
joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the
outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls”

DONATIONS:

Mps. Eleni Pikounis in memory of her husband Manoli Pikounis
Mrs. Despina Glykiades in memory of her husband John Glykiades
May their memory be eternal!

Mrs. Joanna Forakis for Philoptochos Missions
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PHILOPTOCHOS

pooevyopaote OAot va eixate (ua aogahr kat vy Huépa
Twv Evxaplotiov!

Tov NoéuPplo eoptdoape tovg ITohovyovg pag Koopd xat
Aapuavo e Seimvo kot TpookekANpéVN opANTpLa TV K. Zogia
BaotAeiov. Evyaplotovpe Zogia, mov deiyvelg 0Tt pue tov Oed
kat TNV ITiotn pmopei kaveig va €xet To Bappog kat T Svvapn
va avtaneEéldet oe auto Tov kdBe {wn pag eEpvel
oto Opopo pac. Hoovv éumvevon yia oOlovg.
Evyaplotovpe 6Aovg 66ovg tapevpéBnkay kat 660G
eTolpacay Kat tpdopepav yua to Seinvo tng Ppadids.

Oa Béhape va evyaplotriioovpe GAovg yia Tig Swpeég
un evnabwov eldwv mov dwpilotnkav oto Johns
Hopkins Bayview Food Pantry. H ®u\ontwyog
BorBnoe emiong €& owoyéveleq ota  yebdpata
Twv Evyapotiov kot Ba kaver to ido kat yla ta
Xpotovyevva. Eav yvwpilete kdmoleg okoyéveleg
TOL £XOUV aVAYKT), EMKOWVWVAOTE pe Tnv ka Evayyelia
Sahapn 410-592-8345 1| v ka Nopa Kegdha 410-979-6656.
H tautdtnTa Twv olkoyevelwy eival avoTnpa EUTILOTEVTIKT. ATIO
7 ¢wg 18 Iavovapiov Ba cvAhé€ovpe Néeg KovPéptes, kaméla,
KAOKOA, yavTia kat kaAtoeg. ITapakalolpe va @épete TG Swpeég
oag oty ekkAnoia!

H ®\ontwyog padi pe v kowvotnta Oa mapabéoet tnv Sefiwon
yta Tov Eomeptvod tov Ayiov NikoAdov kat Tnv €opTr] Tov Ayiov
NikoAdov. Avvrnopovolpe va kalwoopioovpe OAovg kabwg
yoptafovpe tny 70 enétetd pag!

EAdte pali pag otov etroto €opTaopd Twv Slakonwv pag T
Agvtépa 11 AexepPpiov otnv mhateia The Greektown kau oto
Event Center otig 6:00 pp. H dwped $35 Ba mepthapPavet
OpPEKTIKG, emSOpTIa/avayVKTIKA/KaPE. Mmopeite v @Pépete
10 Sik6 oag aAkooh 1 kpaoi. Tl ewottfipa 1} TAnpogopieg
emkowvwvrote pe v ka Tiwta Kovoavtwvn 410-979-8034 1
v Ka Zon [MepSikdxn 410-908-1556.

H endpevn Tevikny pag Zvvélevon Ba mpaypatomowmnOei
Aevtépa 4 AekepPpiov ot 6:00 pp. otn peyain Kowotwr
AiBovoa ¢ ExxkAnolag. @a mpoo@epBohv KOKTEA Kat OPEKTIKA.

Evyépaote oe 6lovg Evdoynuéva kot Kald Xpiotovyevval
ITétpov 1:8-9 «Av kau Oev Tov éyete Sei, Tov ayamdre. Av Ko
Oev Tov BAémeTe TWPQ, TMOTEVETE O QUTOV KO XXIPEOTE UE Yapd
avéxppaoty kou yepdtn 06éa, anokTdvTag T0 amotédeopa THG
TOTHG 04G, TH CWTHPIX TWY YUYWV 0UG».

AQPEEY:

H kvpia EAévn ITikobvn otn pvijun tov ov{dyov e,
MavwAn Iikovvn

H kvpia Aéomorva FAvkiadn otn pviun tov sv{dyov g,
Tavvn TAvkiddn

Ag givar cuwvia n pviun tovg!

H k. Ioavva ®opakn yia tig Atoctolég g Pilontwyov.
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EARLY EDUCATION CENTER NEWS

NOW HIRING
TEACHERS AND AIDES!

§T. NICHOLAS
BILINGUAL eARLY
EDUCATION CENTER

Hello BEEC Friends and Families,

The Saint Nicholas Bilingual Early Education Center provides a safe, nurturing, home away from home learning
center. We accept children from 6 weeks till 5 years of age. BEEC is hiring part-time and full-time aides to
assist our teachers at the Center. If you or anyone you know is interested, please call the Center at 410-633-5020
extension 4 or message us on Facebook.

We hosted our annual Thanksgiving Potluck for our BEEC families in Plateja. The families bring and present food
from their own culture. It is nice to taste food from different nationalities.

Also, the Center is collecting new, unwrapped toys to be donated to Toys for Tots. If you would like to donate,
please drop your donations off at the Center. The BEEC children are very busy this month. We are preparing
for the Christmas celebration. Our little ones are working diligently to learn Christmas songs for our Christmas
Program. And this month would not be completed without a visit from Santa to take pictures and give gifts to the
students!

All of us at the BEEC want to wish you and your families a Merry Christmas and a wonderful New Year!

Michelle Abuel
Director of BEEC

Aiyhwooog Bpegovnmiaxog ZravBuog Ayiov NikoAdov,

O Aiyhwooog Bpepovnmaxog Xtabuog Ayiov Nikohdov mapéxel éva ao@alég
nepIPAAAoy, Eva OTTL HaKpLd amod To oTiTL, €va omitt pdbnong. Agxopaote madid
nAwiag 6 efdopadwy éwg 5 etwv. O oTaBuog pag yaxvet va tpookdpPer fondovg
SaoKAA WV pePIKNG Kt TAIPOVG ATAGXOANONG. AV EXETE EpWTHOEIG T) XpelalooaoTe
TIEPLOOOTEPEG TIANPOPOPIEG, ETUKOVWVIOTE pe To oTabuod pag oto tAépwvo 410-
633-5020, ypapuun 4 1} oteikte pog privopa oto Facebook.

Didoeviioape v etfiota Huépa twv EuxaploTidv yia TiG Okoyéveleg Hag tov
otaBpov pag oty Mhateio. Ot otkoyéveleg Epepay Kat Tapovsiaoay Gayntd anod
™ Sukr} Toug kovAtovpa. Eivat wpaio mov Sokidoape gayntd and Stapopetikég
eBvikotnrec.To AekéufBplo, o otabuog Ba Sopyavwoer ouAloyr kavolpylwy,
aypnotpomoinTwy mayviSuwy, yla va StateBovv mpog Swped atov opyavioud Toys for
Tots. Av emBupeite va Swpioete, mapakaleiote
va agrioete Tig Swpeg oag 0To aTadpo.

Ot pabntég kat to mpoowmkd pag etotpalovral
emiong y ™ yoptn Twv XpLOTOUYEVVOY,
Sovlebovtag — va  TIPOTETOHACOLY  TO
Xplo‘rovysvwd‘rmo Ipoypappa.  dvowd, 1
Y1opTi TV XploToyevvav de Banrav emrvxng,
Xwpic v emiokeyn Tov Aytov Bacn}\r] ya va -
Bydhet pwtoypagieg kau va polpdoet dbpa oo nou&a' Arro TNV oKoyévela
Tov Aiydwaoov Bpegovnmakod Zrabuov tov Ayiov NikoAdov Oa Oéhape
va gag evxnBovue Kala Xpiotovyevva kat Evtuxiouévo to Kavotvpyto
'Etog.

Michelle Abuel
YrodievBvvtpla tov BEEC
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STEWARDSHIP

ST. Nicholas
eGiving Stewardship

One Less Thing
fo think about

eGiving Benefits

» Easy set up

* One-time/recurring payment options
» Confidential & secure

» Track easily for tax purposes

How If Works

» Go to: stnicholasmd.org/give
» Select fund(s)

» Create your profile

» Select amount, payment method & frequency
» Complete donation

« THAT'S IT! Simple. VANCO

Thank you for your generosity!

O rdowncadtheimopieEapp!:
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STEWARDSHIP

MEMBERSHIP PLEDGE CARD  KAPTA EOEAONTIKHZ [TPOZOOPAL

“WELL DONE GOOD & FAITHFUL SERVANT”
“EY, AOYAE ATAGE KAI IIIXTE”
2024 SAINT NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH CONFIDENTIAL STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT CARD
2024 EAAHNIKH OP@OAOZH EKKAHZIA AFIOY NIKOAAQY -KAPTA ANOPPHTHZ E@EAONTIKHE NPOIPOPAZ MEAON
In gratitude for God's blessings l/we make the fellowing commitment to the ministries of St. Nichelas Church:

Lav Exppacn evyvwpoolvng PBou yia tig evhoyieg nou xw Aafe ano tov Bed, deopeldopan pe v akokoubn
owovollwn ko edehovtikn Pou nipoapopd ripog v Exkhnoia tou Ayiou Nikohdaou;

£ (Weekly / Monthly / Quarterly / Yearly)
% (ERSopasiaiwe / Mnviaiwe / Ava Tpipnve / Etnoiwe)

TOTAL ANNUAL PLEDGE FOR 2024 :$
Tuvohkd nood npoopopac yia 1o 2024 :§

Came and See God werk thraugh your talents, skills, and experience, as well as your financial support.
Your offering to Christ and His Church can do as much as you empower it to do.
We give to Christ and His Church not according to our means but according to our Love for Him.
lNvete paptupe Tou £pyou tow Beod! Awote and 1o Takivio e To Onoio oag £XE 1PoIKioE,
HE TI IKAVETNTES, TiG EPTIEIDIEG, TNV oikovoikn aag euyépeic, H mpoapopd pag orov Xplord kal v
Exxhnaoia Tou ag Bamaorel otnv ayann pag nipog, Autdv, Gy otnv oikovoliikn pag Suvardrnra,

Planned Giving Please send me information on making a planned gift to the Church.
Mwpea now axebialw NMapakahw oTEATE Pov MANROPORIES ONETIKG LIE TOV TROTIO MOV LNopw
VEl TIROOHBE PLd va Swpiow,

Print Full Name/ lpagre pr kegalaia ypappara to eniBerd oag

Signature/ Yrioypagpn Date/ Hjlepopinvia

Name f Dvapn Date of Birth £ Hpepop. Tevuiorusg

Introducing Auto Pay

Name of Spouse / Dvopa ouliyou Date of Birth / Hpepop. Nevwrijoews Set It and Forg!t 1t!

Occupation f Endyychya Take the work out of giving! Set up automatic offarings
and pledges right from your computer or tablet that will
seamlessly reoccur every week, month, quarter, or year.

Decupation / Ermayyehpn (Spouse)

Street Address / llueof . : - s s -
preet Address [eatosn If you would like to give electronically, visit our website
www.stnicholasmd.org/give or download the GivePlus
mobile app. If you have any questions, contact the church

office at 410-633-5020.

EIZAIMirH ZTON
AYTOMATO TPONO
MAHPQMHEZ

Emalil Address of Spouse / Hhexrpovirr Suedbuven ouliyow PYOM IZTE To Kn[ .
ZEXAZTE TO! ewn;%gé‘l'

Clty f méddn Zip Code f vay. topéac

Home Phone § Evabicpd tnilpuvo omowod

Mabile Phone [ Koonnd o apano Mahbile Phone § Kivnrd onheapuamnn (Spouse)

Email Address f Hhervpowvrrg Buedluvon

Communication Preferences ! Mpotiporg emeovwwiag Aev xngﬁ(thl v BUHdOTE Vil OTELAETE T Mpogyo PQ aac.
PuBpiote tnv autopatn Swpea kot trv eBshoviikn oag
npoocwpopd ansubslag and Tov urtodoyiatr cag 1] To tablet
Dependent Children's Names and Birthdates / oag mow Ba emavaiapPavetal aveAunwe kabe eBoopdda,
Ovépara marsuly ko nEepopnwia yEVwRoeuwc Toue I‘-":l""ﬂ TpLEnVo "1 é‘l:Ol;_

. Mail / Tayubpopeio . Email / Hhewrpovien . Text / Mipeupa

Eav emBupcite va oteilete Tn Swped oag NAEKTPOVLKA,
emwokepBeite Tnv wtwooediba pag www stnicholasmd,
org/egive i kateBdaocte tnv epappoyr GivePlus mobile.
Eav &xste anmoplsg, smikovwvrots Pe To Npaysio tng
ExikAnolag oto tnAépwvo 410-633-5020.
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NOTICES/EVENTS

SPONSOR A COFFEE HOUR

We have resumed the Coffee Hour following the Divine Liturgy on Sundays. Please
consider sponsoring a coftfee hour in memory of a loved one, for the health of your
family, or in honor of our St. Nicholas Church.

Please call the office at 410-633-5020 to schedule.

Thank you for your support!
gffee

Hour

é )

e,f'i'{;lf"‘.
HELP US GROW e
THROUGH E-GIVING ¥

It’s through your contributions that we’re able to carry on

important work both spiritually and in our community. NOTICE.
Electronic giving is a convenient, easy way to support . . . .
st. Nicholas. All organizations must review their

By giving electronically, you can: upcoming events with Paraskevi

e  Give anywhere, anytime from your computer,

smartphone or tablet. Kotsatou (410-633-5020) who will

e Donate easily for special projects.
e Set up recurring offerings and pledges and never

worry about bringing your checkbook or cash again. add the event to the official church
Show your support and try one of our e-Giving options. :
If you would like to give electronically, Calendar on the bulletln board
visit our website www.stnicholasmd.org .
or download the GivePlus mobile app. E across from Father GCOI'glOS office.
Thank you for all you do to support
our St. Nicholas family throughout - Thank You for Your cooperation_
the year! E hy

\. S
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NOTICE

Sunday (9%%& Lboer

Sponsor

St Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

Coffee & Assorted Cookies

Includes setup, cleanup, paper goods

$200

Coffee Service Only

Includes setup, cleanup, paper goods

$120

Fruit Tray
$40

Spanakopita
100 pieces

$75

Tyropita
100 pieces
$75

Tray of Cheese, Olives & Crackers
$100

Sandwiches
Tuna, Shrimp or Chicken

$2 per piece

m 700 5. Quail Street | Baltimore, MD 21224

Greekt’own Square & Evgnt Cénter - te‘l; 4i6'53‘3"5620_ tel. 410-533-3131 I "HJL'I ‘10-531'2705
email: info@greektownsquare.com
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Coreek & Didhed Con S/ ek Clpp

Sponsored by
St Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

Pre-orders required Wednesday prior| Cooked or frozen

Dolmades
1/2 Tray (50 picces)

$50

Spanakopites

35 square pieces

$40

Tiropites

35 square pieces

$40

Pastitsio
1/2 Tray

$55

Mousaka

1/2 Tray

$60

Lamb Shank w! Orzo

5 Orders

$100

m 700 5. Quail Street | Baltimore, MD 21224

Greektown Square & Event Center 1 410-633-5020 tel; 410-633-3131 | fax: 410-631-2706
email: info@greektownsquare.com
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Sponsered by
St Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

Appetizer Choices
Cheese Pies (included)
Spinach Pies (included )

Fried Calamari (add $2.00pp)

Choices of salad (1)
Garden Salad, Greek Salad, Village Salad, Caesar Salad

Choices of Entree
Choice of two sides, Roll & Butter (included)

31pp

Flounder (broiled/fried)
Shrimp Creole
Cod Fish (broiled/fried)

39pp
Two (2) Jumbo Lump Crab Cakes
Choice of Fish and One (1) Jumbo Lump Crab Cake

Sides (2 choices)

Greek Style Lemon Potatoes, Roasted Red Skin Potatoes, Kritharakie(orzo),
white rice, fresh cut vegetables, string beans Greek style

Beverages (items included) Bar Options
Red or White Wine, Coftee and Tea, Sodas, Water Mixed Drinks $6
Also available - Paximadia Domestic Beer $6

Imported Beer $6
Mixed Drinks and Beer Available at Per Drink Charge

m 700 5. Quail Street | Baltimore, MD 21224

Greekt’own Square & Evgnt Cénter - Te.lz- 4ib'53‘3"5620_ tel. 410-533-3131 I "HJL'I ‘10-531'2?05
email: info@greektownsquare.com
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COMMUNITY
CHRISTMAS CARD

Poinsettias for the Church

Please hclP us to decorate our beautiful church for the uPcoming
Christmas season bg &onating $25.00 toward the Purchase of a
Poinse’ctia Plan’c.

Your gamilg is also invited tojoin the Communitg Christmas Card for
a donation of $25.00. Please sPeciﬁd your choice and enclose your

donation with this form.
Name:
Address:
[ ] Community Christmas Card (# ) $ Deadline 12/6

Please indicate how you wish your family name to appear on the

Christmas card

[ ] Poinsettias (# ) $ Deadline 12/18

Thank you for
your support!
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EVENTS

7

RHODIAN SOCIETY OF MARYLAND ’
PRESENTS ITS ANNUAL

FBREAKFAST \

é ¢ WITH
HOLIDAY BUS TRIP

TO ATLANTIC CITY SANTA

INCLUDING CIRQUE MUSICA HOLIDAY Hu|idav Crafts & Mor:
WONDERLAND SHOW

@ THE UNITED CHIAN
g SOCIETIES OF BALTIMORE

Sunday, December 10, 2023 .Saturday December 16, 2023

Cost: $110/person incl. bus, ticket to show &
$15 credit from Tropicana Casino from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm
Reservation and payment must be made by Nov. 5, 2023 - no refunds at
St. Nicholas Large Social Hall
Meeting time: 8:00AM at 701 Ponca St. (Plateia) 520 South Ponca Street

Departure: 8:30AM Return: 8:30 PM

Children will enjoy breakfast,
a craft and a visit with Santa.
Free to Children up to age 12. -

For tickets and Vasso Koumoudis: 443-844-0802
information, contact: Angela Sfakianoudis: 410-812-3287

R
MUS'CIA' is) “% Spmscnatl by Rhodian Society of Ka:yllnd

e 3 T "Diagoras" = '
i o - ] ( ! |
s % _ RSVP to diagoras3@msn.com ‘ [ &

'"Jk"'
Chnistmas Cheen

|
[
l
l
l
Cadies Philplochos Society of Sink Tickele i
[
l
[
I
0
[

Fo)

Tuvites gou to the
“Clwnual Christmas Cheer”

UWien: December 17, 2023 6:00 pom.

Whare: Greckéown Squane & Event Contar
700 5 Quail ¢ Balbimors, D 31234

Donatisn: $35.00
Includes: Gppetivers, dusserts, soff drinks and coffes
Bring your oum alookol
Gl Proceeds to Bemefif Philsplochos Missions
For fickels call:  Zoe #410-508-1556
Mnn-m-nm
------------‘
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EVENTS

GRELK ORTHODOX
METROMCHIN oF NEW JERSEY

His Eminence
Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey

Cordially Invites you (o the

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TREE
LIGHTING &
OPEN HOUSE

on

Tuesday, December 12, 2023
6:00 - 9:00pm

At the
Metropolis Headquarters
215 E. Grove Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
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Greektown Sqr m,z & Event Center

P )/j | *

Sl inday le» 11th

= -'

Q@ p..illpm ENT
11 DOES 0 :_IJ »:30pmn)

To book a table text Sofia 240.375.9464 or Eva 717.969.0016

31 KOINONIA DECEMBER 2023




ST. NICHOLAS STEWARDSHIP FUND FOR FISCAL YEAR 2023 (11-1-2022 - 10-31-2023)
PLEDGED: $98,000.00 RECEIVED: $98,805.00 RECEIVED NOT-PLEDGED: $100,220.83
TOTAL FISCAL YEAR RECEIVED: $199,025.83 # PLEDGES: 402 Contributors

Agapios, Diamantis
Agapios, Maria

Ahepa Lord Baltimore #364
Akalestos, Emmanuel
Alafassos, Spiro
Alexandrou, John
Alexandrou, Niki
Alourdas, Kiriaki
Anastasiades, Demos
Angelopoulos, Chris
Angelos, Irene
Angelos, John

Apesos, Antigoni
Apostolou, Dimitrios
Aravidis, Nickolas
Argetakis, Andronikos
Argirakis, Pantelis
Argiropoulos, William
Argyrakis, Despina
Athanasiou, Antonios
Athos, Janet

Atsalis, Gus

Atsidis, Ioannis
Avgerinos, Despina
Avgerinos, Phaedra
Avgerinos, Sophia
Bakalis, John
Balatsoukas, Konstantina
Basil, George

Benetos, Ioannis
Bisbikis, Helen
Bisbikis, Pete

Bisiotis, Dimitrios
Black, Mark

Bonolis, Catherine
Bouyoukas, John
Britzolakis, Georgios
Bunce, Chrisovalandou
Cardiges, Nicholas
Chagetas, Angela
Chalkias, Ioannis
Charalambopoulos, Aspasia
Charalambopoulos, Yianni
Chrissomallis, Metaxia
Chrissomallis, Sophie
Christ, Philip
Christakou, Stavroula
Cornias, Arezina
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Cornias, Despina
Cornias, Harry
Cornias, Kalliopi
Cornias, Larry
Cornias, Mark
Cornias, Michael
Cornias, Nicholas
Cossis, Amalia
Curtis, John
Dardamanis, Eva
Dendrinos, Evangelia
Diacogiannis, Michael
Diakantonis, Nickolaos
Dimas, Dena
Diniotis, Anastasia
Douskas, Dimitra
Douskas, Konstantinos
Douskas, Vasiliki
Efthimiou, Spiros
Eleftheriou, John
Eliopoulos, Anna
Eliou, Ernest

Fakas, James

Fakas, Vasilios
Filipidis, Effie
Filipidis, Nicholas
Filippakis, Filippos
Filippou, Maria
Foniadakis, Chrisoula
Forakis, George
Forakis, Michael
Forakis, Stamati
Fotinos, Gerasimos
Fotinos, James
Fotinos, Michael
Fotopoulos, Georgia
Foukas, Pavlos
Frangakis, Katherine
Frangakis, Sofoula
Frangos, John
Friedlander, Amy
Galiatsatos, Gerasimos
Gavrilis, John
Gazonas, George
Georgakakou, Vasiliki
Georgalas, Michael
Georgas, George
Georgas, Savas

Giakoumakis, Marianna
Giannas, Stylianos
Giorgakis, Maria
Gluszcz, Christine
Glykiadis, Despina
Glykiadis, Konstantinos
Glytsis, Filippos
Gyftopoulos, Sofia
Halikias, Anastasia
Halikias, Anna

Halkias, Fotini
Handakas, Paul

Harris, Athena

Hatziefthimiou, Anastasia

Hatzigeorgalis, Antonios

Hatzigeorgalis, Nicholaos

Hazarides, Melli
Hiotis, Michael
Home, Funeral
Houvardas, Minas
Ieromonahos, Dimitrios
Ieromonahos, Stamatia
Iliadis, Mary

Johns, Aspasia
Kafouros, Demetrios
Kafouros, Zaharoula
Kaikis, Clemis

Kaitis, Angela
Kalambihis, Maria
Kaliakoudas, Sofia
Kaminaris, Demetrios
Kamos, Anthie
Kapetanakos, Elias
Kapetanakos, Soulla
Kaputsos, Marshall
Kaputsos, Sylvia
Karabelas, Ioanna
Karabelas, Pete
Karagiannis, Carla
Karagiannis, Maria

Karagiannopoulos, Susan

Karamanlidis, Kyriakos
Karamihalis, Eleftheria
Karamihalis, George
Karamihalis, Theologos
Karanikolis, Nikos
Kardiasmenos, Metaxia
Karlos, Peter

Karoutsos, George
Kastanakis, Evangelia
Kastanakis, Michael
Kastellorizios, Konstantinos
Katsaros, Emanuel
Katsaros, Michael
Katsas, Stavros
Katsimpiris Wallace, Nichola
Katsoulis, Athanasios
Kattavenos, Michael
Kazos, Maria

Kefalas, Mike

Kimos, James
Klosteridis, Elaine
Klosteridis, Michael
Klosteridis, Paraskevi
Kolaitis, Dimitrios
Koliadis, Emmanuel
Kolotos, Dora
Konstantinou, John
Konstantopoulos, Alexander
Kontogeorgakis, Christos
Kornias, George
Korologos, Louis
Korologos, Tsambika
Kosmas, Demetrios
Kostakis, George
Kostakis, Lemonia
Kostalas, Eleni

Kostos, John

Kotzias, Chris

Koukides, Georgios
Koukides, Harry
Koukides, John
Koukides, Konstantinos
Koulatsos, Anastasia
Koumoudis, Vasiliki
Kouroupis, Steve
Kourtesis, Adrienne
Koutelis, Adamantios
Koutsantonis, Demetrios
Koutsantonis, John
Koutsouris, Stylianos
Kovaleski, Timothy
Kovios, Pete

Kron, Christopher
Lagadinos, Katerina
Laiakis, Dimitrios
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Lallas, Eva

Lambrow, Stephanie
Larentzos, James
Laskaridis, Nikolaos
Lentis, Minas

Lerakis, Dimitra
Lerakis, Marianna
Lericos, Irene

Likakis, Pericles
Loizou, Chris

Lykos, Fotis

Makris, John

Makris Colandrea, Anna
Manolitsis, Ismini
Manousakis, Evaggelos
Maragos, Petros
Matsangos, Argyro
Matthews, Ann
Maurakis, James
Mavromoustakos, Eleftherios
Mavromoustakos, George
Mavronis, Michael
Mavronis, Nicholas
Mavroulis, Alexandros
Mavroulis, Eva
Mavroulis, Photis
Mayer, Francis
Melissaratos, Aristides
Micklos, Christine
Mihail, Nikolaos
Miller, Mary

Millett, Earl

Millon, Edwards
Milonas, Kimon
Mimaros, Stavros
Minadakis, Antonios
Minas, Rose

Mitchem, Jos

Mochan, Daniel
Moniodis, Flora
Moniodis, Michael
Moskonas, Vasiliki
Moskos, Thomas
Myaris, John

Nezis, Nicholas
Nicolarakis, George
Nikoletos, Anna
Nistazos, George
Nistazos, Nickolas
Nychis, George
Nychis, Vasilios
O’Drudy, Tricia

Ohno, Maria
Oikonomou, Fr. Georgios
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Olympian, Olympos
Orfanidis, Vasilia
Orfanos, Anthony
Orfanos, Michael

Palas, Katina
Panagodimos, Panagiotis
Pandelidis, Demetrios
Pandelidis, Elissavet
Pantelides, Gabriel
Pantoulis, Nancy
Papadimitriou, George
Papadopoulos, Anastasios
Papadopoulos, Efstathios
Papadopoulos, Haralasos
Papalexopoulos, Christianna
Papathakis, Matthew
Papavasiliou, Virginia
Paragios, Popi

Paralis, Kon/Nos

Paros, Maria

Parthemos, Angelika
Parthemos, Kaliope
Pasias, Vicky Mouhtouris
Pateris, John

Pateris, Nicanor

Patras, Stephen

Peach, Antonia

Pearce, Anthony
Pelekakis, Nicole
Philippou, Kalliopi
Philippou, Philip
Pikounis, Adrew
Pikounis, Eleni

Pikounis, George
Pikounis, John

Pikounis, Kalliope
Polikandriotis, Nicholas
Politis, Minas
Polychronis, Aristides
Polychronis, Vasilia
Posluszny, Daphne
Posluszny, Jeffrey
Poulimenakos, Eleni
Prassinas, Demetrios
Prassinas, James

Proakis, Koula

Psichis, Dula

Pulianas, Despina
Qirjako, Bona

Ramos, Demetri

Ramos, Joanna
Redmiles, Sophia

Reese, Kalyopi

Reppas, Paraskevi

Reppas, Soterios
Richardson, Denise
Rigopoulos, Mary Ann
Roberts, Brian
Rologas, Stavros
Roros, Arieta

Roros, Dimitrios
Roros, John

Roros, Kyriaki
Roros, Stavros
Roufas, Vasilis
Roussos, Anthony
Roxanis, Dean
Roxanis, John
Roxanis, Steven
Sakelakis, Stavroula
Sakellis, Michael
Sakpazis, Ioannis
Saliaris, Panagiotis
Salmeron, Alex
Salpeas, Maria
Samaras, Peter
Sarioglou, Anastasia
Sarioglou, Kerassa
Sarlanis, Kiriako
Sazaklis, Antonios
Schaefer, Stephanie
Serafis, Mary
Sfakianoudis, John
Sfakianoudis, Vasilis
Sfiriou, Antonia
Sigambris, Irene
Sisamis, Pothiti
Siskos, Stefanos
Skandalis, George
Skevofilax, Emmanuel
Skordalos, Vasilios
Smoudianis, John
Sotirchos, Elias
Souranis, Maritsa
Souranis, Michael
Souranis, Paraskevi
Souranis, Stanley
Spenser, Erik
Stakias, Michael
Stakias, Stelios
Stakias, Zdiera, Nitsa
Stamatopoulos, Nicolas
Stamidis, Angela
Stamidis, Sophia
Stavlas, Jerry
Stavrakis, Demetrios
Stewart, John
Syropoulos, Amalia

Syropoulos, Nicholas
Taratsides, Athena
Taratsides, George
Tasker, Kalomira
Tetteris, Rhodea
Themelis, John
Themelis, Stella
Theoharis, Emmanuel
Triantafilos, Costas
Trintis, Thorina
Tripoulas, Marilena
Tsakalas, Julie
Tsakalas, Steven
Tsakalos, Jeanette
Tsakalos, Rose
Tsampos, Christina
Tsampos, George
Tsampos, Michael
Tsapakidis, Nikolaos
Tsapakidis, Theoharis
Tsapalas, Stefanos
Tsapalas, Theodore
Tse, Nektaria
Tserkis, George
Tsimilas, Grigorios
Tsironis, Evdokia
United Chian Society Of
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STEWARDSHIP FUND FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024

ST. NICHOLAS STEWARDSHIP FUND FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024(11-1-2023 - 10-31-2023)
PLEDGED: $22,770.00 RECEIVED: $10,600.00 RECEIVED NOT-PLEDGED : $5,477.00
TOTAL FISCAL YEAR RECEIVED: $16,077.00 # PLEDGES: 44 Contributors

Angelos, John
Aravidis, Nickolas
Avgerinos, Phaedra
Bonolis, Catherine
Cardiges, Nicholas
Cossis, Amalia
Eliopoulos, Anna
Georgalas, Michael
Ieromonahos, Stamatia
Iliadis, Mary

Johns, Aspasia
Karavedas, Viola
Kastellorizios, Lisa
Kimos, James
Kourtesis, Adrienne

Kron, Christopher
Maragos, Petros
Mitchem, Jos

O’Drudy, Tricia

Ohno, Maria
Papadopoulos, Anastasios
Papalexopoulos, Christianna
Papavasiliou, Virginia
Paragios, Popi

Paterakis, Olga

Pateris, Nicanor
Petrinolis, Georgios
Polychronis, Aristides
Prassinas, James
Redmiles, Sophia

Yl done

good & faithful
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servant

Salpeas, Maria
Serafis, Mary
Skandalis, George
Stamidis, Angela
Stewart, Rita
Tetteris, Rhodea
Themelis, John
Tsapakidis, Theoharis
Tsapalas, Stefanos
Tsapalas, Theodore
Tsipouras, Ilias
Tsironis, Evdokia
Valilis, Panagiotis
Vasilakopoulos, Irene

PLEASE REMEMBER
TO COMPLETE YOUR
STEWARDSHIP
PLEDGE FOR 2024!
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FINANCIALS

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

Budget vs. Actuals: Church and Greek School
January - October 2023

over (under)

Actual Budget Budget

Income

4000 Stewardship 160,785.83  168,710.00 (7,924.17)

4010 Greek School Registration 56,258.25 46,785.00 9,473.25

4020 Sales - Candles 74,971.00 77,895.00 (2,924.00)

Other Income 47,639.32 95,040.00 (47,400.68)
Total Income 339,654.40  388,430.00 (48,775.60)
Total Cost of Goods Sold 31,294.81 30,925.00 369.81
Gross Profit 308,359.59  357,505.00 (49,145.41)
Expenses

Total CAPITAL COSTS (CHURCH) 8,444.39 11,520.00 (3,075.61)

Total GENERAL & ADMINISTRATION 224,075.35 205,129.50 18,945.85

Total OCCUPANCY COSTS 71,422.74 65,195.00 6,227.74

Total PAYROLL EXPENSES 239,323.43  244,729.00 (5,405.57)

Total YOUTH AND EDUCATIONAL 0.00 3,000.00 0.00
Total Expenses 543,265.91 529,573.50 13,692.41
Net Operating Income (234,906.32) (172,068.50) (62,837.82)
Other Revenue

ERTC (Net, less Paychex fee) 37,499.88 0.00 37,499.88
Total Other Revenue $ 37,499.88 $ 0.00 $ 37,499.88
Net Other Revenue $ 37,499.88 $ 0.00 $ 37,499.88
Net Revenue (197,406.44) (172,068.50) (25,337.94)
4815 Eastern AVE Mortgage Principal Payments $ 5,874.99
OVERALL CHURCH SURPLUS (LOSS) (Operating and -
Mortgage) ($203,281.43)

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

Budget vs. Actuals: Greek School (PC Ref. Only)
January - October 2023

over (under)

Actual Budget Budget
Income
4010 Greek School Registration 56,258.25 46,785.00 9,473.25
Total Income 56,258.25 46,785.00 9,473.25
Cost of Goods Sold
COST OF GOODS SOLD
Total 5012 Greek School Expense 13,810.57 12,800.00 1,010.57
Total COST OF GOODS SOLD 13,810.57 12,800.00 1,010.57
Total Cost of Goods Sold 13,810.57 12,800.00 1,010.57
Gross Profit 42,447.68 33,985.00 8,462.68
Expenses
GENERAL & ADMINISTRATION
6170 Credit Card Processing Fee 408.49 0.00 408.49
Total GENERAL & ADMINISTRATION $ 408.49 $ 000 $ 408.49
PAYROLL EXPENSES
6020 Greek School Teachers Payroll 31,913.50 24,745.00 7,168.50
6051 Payroll Taxes (Greek School) 3,095.94 2,060.00 1,035.94
Total PAYROLL EXPENSES $ 35,009.44 $ 26,805.00 $ 8,204.44
Total Expenses 35,417.93 26,805.00 8,612.93
Net Operating Income 7,029.75 7,180.00 (150.25)
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FINANCIALS

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
Budget vs. Actuals: Learning Center

January - October 2023

Actual

Budget

over (under)

Budget
Income
4011 Learning Center Income 913,686.75 1,002,280.00 (88,593.25)
Total 4011 Learning Center Income 913,686.75 1,002,280.00 (88,593.25) 91.16%
Total Income 913,686.75 1,002,280.00 (88,593.25)
Gross Profit 913,686.75 1,002,280.00 (88,593.25)
Expenses
LEARNING CENTER
Total Payroll Expense (L.C.) 561,258.67 681,786.00  (120,527.33) 82.32%
Total Food and Classroom Supplies (L.C.) 28,748.51 95,365.00 (66,616.49) 30.15%
Total Admin and Office Expenses (L.C.) 42,495.99 60,180.00 (17,684.01)  70.61%
Total Occupancy Expenses/Cap Improvements (L.C.) 61,078.54 50,695.00 10,383.54 120.48%
Total LEARNING CENTER 693,581.71 888,026.00 (194,444.29)
Total Expenses 693,581.71 888,026.00 (194,444.29)
Net Operating Income 220,105.04 114,254.00 105,851.04 192.65%
Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
Budget vs. Actuals: Plateia
January - October 2023
over (under)
Actual Budget Budget
Income
4140 Plateia Income (Onsite) 205,280.00 252,500.00 (47,220.00)
Total Income 205,280.00 252,500.00 (47,220.00)
Cost of Goods Sold
COST OF GOODS SOLD
Total Plateia CGS Expenses 63,610.68 89,210.00 (25,599.32)
Total COST OF GOODS SOLD 63,610.68 89,210.00 (25,599.32)
Total Cost of Goods Sold 63,610.68 89,210.00 (25,599.32)
Gross Profit 141,669.32  163,290.00 (21,620.68)
Expenses
PLATEIA EXPENSES
Total Occupancy Expenses (Plateia) 110,492.13 94,129.00 16,363.13
Total Payroll Expenses (Plateia) 13,752.30 17,432.00 (3,679.70)
Total Admin Expenses (Plateia) 19,123.98 18,090.00 1,033.98
Total Bus Dev/Marketing Expenses (Plateia) 12,741.30 14,550.00 (1,808.70)
Total PLATEIA EXPENSES 156,109.71  144,201.00 11,908.71
Total Expenses 156,109.71  144,201.00 11,908.71
Net Operating Income (14,440.39) 19,089.00 (33,529.39)
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LITURGICAL CALENDAR - DECEMBER

Sunday, December 3: 13" Sunday of Luke:
Orthros: 8:30 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am

Tuesday, December 5: St. Nicholas Name Day: Great Vesper Service 7:00 pm
Wednesday, December 6: St. Nicholas Name Day:
Orthros 8:30 am Divine Liturgy 09:45 am
Saturday, December 9: The Conception by St. Anna of the Most Holy Theotokos
Divine Liturgy: 9:00 am
Sunday, December 10: 10™ Sunday of Luke:
Orthros: 8:30 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am
Tuesday, December 12: Spyridon the Wonderworker of Trymithous:
Divine Liturgy: 9:00 am
Friday, December 15: FEleutherios the Holy Martyr: Divine Liturgy: 9:00 am
Sunday, December 17: 11" Sunday of Luke:
Orthros: 8:30 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am
Wednesday, December 20: The Sacrament of Holy Unction: 6:30 pm
Friday, December 22: Service of the Great Hours: 9:00 am
Sunday, December 24: Sunday before the Nativity:
Orthros: 8:30 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am
Christmas Eve Service — Great Vesper Service: 7:00 pm
Monday, December 25: The Nativity of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ:
Orthros 8:45 am Divine Liturgy 10:00 am
Sunday, December 31: Sunday after the Nativity:
Orthros: 8:30 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am
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