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Man today has become a Giant. Jet air-
planes have given him wings to fly faster than
sound. Radar has given him eyes so powerful
that he can see through fog and darkness. Elec-
tronics have given him a giant ear to amplify
the slightest whisper, turn it into a shout and
hurl it around the world. Nuclear fission has
given man powerful fists with which he can
wipe our entire cities with one blow.

Unless man acquires a new giant soul to
match his giant eyes, ear, and fists he will not
remain a giant for long. How can man acquire
a giant soul?   Perhaps the period of Great Lent
can be of assistance to us in this request for
Lent was always intended by the Church to be
a period of growth for the soul in the Life of
God.  Soon the snow will melt in the northern
climates. The grass will turn green, and the ani-
mals will awaken from their winter sleep. The
flowers will bloom and the trees will be covered
with leaves. The earth will come alive.

What is it that will cause the earth to come
alive? Spring! Of course. But what is in spring
that causes the earth to come alive? The great-
est secret of spring is the Sun!! Spring is the in-
between period when the earth is changing its
position, turning the north toward our great
source of heat and light, The Sun!
Spring then, is the time when our hemisphere
simply moves into the position where the sun
can bring new life.

It is significant that Great Lent happens to
coincide with Spring. I think there is a wonder-
ful lesson for us in this happy coincidence.
Great Lent should be for all of us a period of
placing ourselves in the position where the best
things can happen to us. That position for all
Orthodox Christians is the presence of Christ
where the Sun of His Love and power can shine
into our souls to bring about a real awakening,
a real springtime experience of the soul. Lent

MAKE LENT A SPIRITUAL SPRING
should be for all of us a period of turning our
souls toward the spring of a new life through
daily prayer, spiritual reading the Divine Lit-
urgy and participation in the Holy Sacraments.

The Church service book for Lent
(Triodion) calls this period the “spiritual spring
which blossoms with the fruits of the Spirit..
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self control: (
Gal.5:22)

Lent from the earliest days of Christianity
was always a period of Public penance, a period
of self examination, a period of clearing away
the underbrush of sin to let the Sun of God’s
love shine on us.

Many times we become so accustomed to
our way of living that we feel it is the only way
to live.

The doctor in “Les Miserables” spent years
in the Bastille mending shoes in the darkness of
his cell. When the last Bastille fell and he was
freed; he found himself afraid. He was afraid to
go out. So the rest of his life was spent in a
darkened room mending shoes with the door
unlocked.

This story brings to mind what St. John
Chrysostom said once. “ The Sun may be shin-
ning in all its brightness, but each one of us is
free to shut it out of our lives merely by closing
our eyelids.”

Unfortunately, people can shut the sun out
of their lives and become accustomed to the
darkness in which they live. During this Lenten
period, we are urged to come to ourselves,
leave the darkness of sin and return to the Fa-
ther. It is for this reason that the Church offers
us the Sacrament of Confession.

With Confession, we are able to open the
door which kept us in darkness for so long, and
open ourselves to a new brighter world.
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     √ ¿ÓıÚˆÔ˜ Û‹ÌÂÚ· ¤¯ÂÈ Á›ÓÂÈ Á›Á·ÓÙ·˜. Δ· ·ÂÚÔÏ¿Ó·,
ÙÔ˘ ¤¯Ô˘Ó ‰ÒÛÂÈ ÊÙÂÚ¿ ÁÈ· Ó· ÂÙ¿ÍÂÈ ÁÚËÁÔÚfiÙÂÚ· ÎÈ ·fi
ÙÔÓ ‹¯Ô. ΔÔ Ú·ÓÙ¿Ú ÙÔ˘ ¤¯ÂÈ ‰ÒÛÂÈ ÙfiÛÔ ÈÛ¯˘Ú‹ fiÚ·ÛË Ô˘
ÌÔÚÂ› Ó· ‰Ô‡Ó Ì¤Û· ·fi ÙËÓ ÔÌ›¯ÏË Î·È ÙÔ ÛÎÔÙ¿‰È. ∏
∏ÏÂÎÙÚÔÓÈÎ‹ ΔÂ¯ÓÔÏÔÁ›· ÙÔ˘  ¤¯ÂÈ ‰ÒÛÂÈ ¤Ó· ÙÂÚ¿ÛÙÈÔ ·˘Ù›
Ô˘ ÌÂÙ·ÙÚ¤ÂÈ Î·È ÂÓÈÛ¯‡ÂÈ ÙÔÓ ·Ú·ÌÈÎÚfi „›ı˘ÚÔ ÛÂ
ÎÚ·˘Á‹ Ë ÔÔ›·  ÌÂÙ·‰›‰ÂÙ·È ·ÛÙÚ·È·›· ÛÂ fiÏÔ ÙÔÓ ÎfiÛÌÔ.
∏ ˘ÚËÓÈÎ‹ ‰È¿Û·ÛË ¤¯ÂÈ ‰ÒÛÂÈ ÛÙÔÓ ¿ÓıÚˆÔ ÈÛ¯˘Ú¤˜
ÁÚÔıÈ¤˜ Ô˘ ÌÔÚÔ‡Ó Ó· ÂÍ·Ê·Ó›ÛÔ˘Ó ÔÏfiÎÏËÚÂ˜ fiÏÂÈ˜
ÌfiÓÔ ÌÂ ¤Ó· ÎÙ‡ËÌ·.
     √ ¿ÓıÚˆÔ˜ ‰ÂÓ ı· ·Ú·ÌÂ›ÓÂÈ Á›Á·ÓÙ·˜ ÁÈ· ÔÏ‡, ÂÎÙfi˜
ÎÈ ·Ó ·ÔÎÙ‹ÛÂÈ ÌÈ· Ó¤· ÁÈÁ¿ÓÙÈ· „˘¯‹ Ô˘ ı· Ù·ÈÚÈ¿˙ÂÈ ÛÙ·
ÁÈÁ¿ÓÙÈ· Ì¿ÙÈ· ÙÔ˘, Ù· ·˘ÙÈ¿, Î·È ÙÈ˜ ÁÚÔıÈ¤˜ ÙÔ˘.  ¶Ò˜
ÌÔÚÂ› Ô ¿ÓıÚˆÔ˜ Ó· ·ÔÎÙ‹ÛÂÈ ÁÈÁ·ÓÙÈ·›· „˘¯‹; ÿÛˆ˜ Ë
ÂÚ›Ô‰Ô˜ ÙË˜ ªÂÁ¿ÏË˜ ΔÂÛÛ·Ú·ÎÔÛÙ‹˜ ÌÔÚÂ› Ó· Ì·˜ ·Ô‚Â›
¯Ú‹ÛÈÌË ÛÂ ·˘Ùfi ÙÔ ˙‹ÙËÌ·, ‰ÈfiÙÈ Ë ™·Ú·ÎÔÛÙ‹ ·Ó¤Î·ıÂÓ
ÚÔÔÚÈ˙fiÙ·Ó ·fi ÙËÓ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›· Ó· Â›Ó·È ÌÈ· ÂÚ›Ô‰Ô˜
·Ó¿Ù˘ÍË˜ „˘¯‹˜, ÁÈ· ÌÈ· ˙ˆ‹ Û‡ÌÊˆÓ· ÌÂ ÙÔ ı¤ÏËÌ· ÙÔ˘
£ÂÔ‡. ™‡ÓÙÔÌ·, ÙÔ ¯ÈfiÓÈ ı· ÏÈÒÛÂÈ ÛÙÈ˜ ‚fiÚÂÈÂ˜ ÂÚÈÔ¯¤˜. ΔÔ
ÁÚ·Û›‰È ı· Á›ÓÂÈ Ú¿ÛÈÓÔ, Ù· ˙Ò· ı· Í˘Ó‹ÛÔ˘Ó ·fi ÙÔÓ
‡ÓÔ ÙÔ˘ ¯ÂÈÌÒÓ·. Δ· ÏÔ˘ÏÔ‡‰È· ı· ·Óı›ÛÔ˘Ó Î·È Ù· ‰¤ÓÙÚ·
ı· Î·Ï˘ÊıÔ‡Ó ÌÂ Ê‡ÏÏ·. ∏ °Ë ı· Í·Ó·˙ˆÓÙ·Ó¤„ÂÈ.
     ΔÈ Â›Ó·È ·˘Ùfi Ô˘ ı· ÚÔÎ·Ï¤ÛÂÈ ÙËÓ ·Ó·˙ˆÔÁÒÓÈÛË ÙË˜
ÁË˜; ∏ ÕÓÔÈÍË, Ê˘ÛÈÎ¿. ∞ÏÏ¿ ÙÈ Â›Ó·È Ë ÕÓÔÈÍË Ô˘ ÚÔÎ·ÏÂ›
ÙË ˙ˆÓÙ¿ÓÈ· ÙË˜ ÁË˜; ΔÔ ÌÂÁ·Ï‡ÙÂÚÔ Ì˘ÛÙÈÎfi ÙË˜ ÕÓÔÈÍË˜
Â›Ó·È Ô ◊ÏÈÔ˜! ∏ ÕÓÔÈÍË Â›Ó·È ÙÔ ÂÓ‰È¿ÌÂÛÔ ¯ÚÔÓÈÎfi
‰È¿ÛÙËÌ·, Ô˘ Ë ÁË ·ÏÏ¿˙ÂÈ ÙË ı¤ÛË ÙË˜, ÛÙÚ¤ÊÔÓÙ·˜ ·fi ÙÔ
‚ÔÚÚ¿ ÚÔ˜ ÙË ÌÂÁ›ÛÙË ËÁ‹ ıÂÚÌfiÙËÙ·˜ Î·È ÊˆÙfi˜, ÙÔÓ
◊ÏÈÔ.  ∏   ÕÓÔÈÍË ÛÙË Û˘Ó¤¯ÂÈ·, Â›Ó·È Ô ¯ÚfiÓÔ˜ Ô˘ ÙÔ
ËÌÈÛÊ·›ÚÈfi Ì·˜ ·Ï¿ ÎÈÓÂ›Ù·È ÚÔ˜ ÙË ı¤ÛË ÙÔ˘ ◊ÏÈÔ˘, Ô
ÔÔ›Ô˜ Ê¤ÚÂÈ Î·ÈÓÔ‡ÚÁÈ· ˙ˆ‹.
     ∂›Ó·È ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎfi fiÙÈ Ë ªÂÁ¿ÏË ™·Ú·ÎÔÛÙ‹ Û˘Ì‚·›ÓÂÈ Ó·
Û˘Ì›ÙÂÈ ÌÂ ÙËÓ ÕÓÔÈÍË. ¡ÔÌ›˙ˆ fiÙÈ ˘¿Ú¯ÂÈ ¤Ó· ı·˘Ì¿ÛÈÔ
Ì¿ıËÌ· ÁÈ· Ì¿˜ ÌÂ ·˘Ù‹ ÙËÓ Â˘Ù˘¯‹ Û‡ÌÙˆÛË. ∏ ªÂÁ¿ÏË
ΔÂÛÛ·Ú·ÎÔÛÙ‹ ı· Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· Â›Ó·È ÁÈ· fiÏÔ˘˜ Ì·˜ ÌÈ·
ÂÚ›Ô‰Ô˜ Ô˘ ÙÔÔıÂÙÔ‡ÌÂ ÙÔÓ Â·˘Ùfi Ì·˜ ÛÙË ı¤ÛË fiÔ˘ Ù·
Î·Ï‡ÙÂÚ· Ú¿ÁÌ·Ù· Â›Ó·È ‰˘Ó·ÙfiÓ Ó· Ì·˜ Û˘Ì‚Ô‡Ó. ∏ ı¤ÛË
·˘Ù‹ ÁÈ· fiÏÔ˘˜ ÙÔ˘˜ √Úıfi‰ÔÍÔ˘˜ ÃÚÈÛÙÈ·ÓÔ‡˜ Â›Ó·È Ë
·ÚÔ˘Û›· ÙÔ˘ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡, fiÔ˘ Ô ◊ÏÈÔ˜ ÙË˜ ·Á¿Ë˜ Î·È ÙË˜
‰‡Ó·ÌË˜ ΔÔ˘ Ï¿ÌÂÈ ÛÙÈ˜ „˘¯¤˜ Ì·˜ Î·È ÂÈÊ¤ÚÂÈ ÌÈ·

ª∂Δ∞Δƒ∂æΔ∂ Δ∏¡ ª∂°∞§∏ Δ∂™™∞ƒ∞∫√™Δ∏ ™∂ ¶¡∂Àª∞Δπ∫∏ ∞¡√π•∏
Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎ‹ ·Ê‡ÓÈÛË, ÌÈ· Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎ‹ ÂÌÂÈÚ›· ¿ÓÔÈÍË˜ ÙË˜
„˘¯‹˜. ∏ ΔÂÛÛ·Ú·ÎÔÛÙ‹ ı· Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· Â›Ó·È ÁÈ· fiÏÔ˘˜ Ì·˜
ÌÈ· ÂÚ›Ô‰Ô˜ Î·Ì‹˜ ÙˆÓ „˘¯ÒÓ Ì·˜ ÚÔ˜ ÙËÓ ¿ÓÔÈÍË ÌÈ·˜
Ó¤·˜ ˙ˆ‹˜,  Ì¤Û· ·fi ÙËÓ Î·ıËÌÂÚÈÓ‹ ÚÔÛÂ˘¯‹, ÙËÓ
ÓÂ˘Ì·ÙÈÎ‹ ÌÂÏ¤ÙË ÙË˜ £Â›·˜ §ÂÈÙÔ˘ÚÁ›·˜ Î·È ÙË Û˘ÌÌÂÙÔ¯‹
ÛÙ· πÂÚ¿ ª˘ÛÙ‹ÚÈ·.
     ΔÔ §ÂÈÙÔ˘ÚÁÈÎfi ∂˘·ÁÁ¤ÏÈÔ ÙË˜ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›·˜, ÙËÓ ÂÚ›Ô‰Ô
ÙË˜ ™·Ú·ÎÔÛÙ‹˜ (ΔÚÈÒ‰ÈÔ),  ÙËÓ Î·ÏÂ› ÂÚ›Ô‰Ô «ÓÂ˘Ì·ÙÈÎ‹˜
¿ÓÔÈÍË˜ Ô˘ ·Óı›˙ÂÈ ÌÂ ÙÔ˘˜ Î·ÚÔ‡˜ ÙÔ˘ ¶ÓÂ‡Ì·ÙÔ˜ ...
·Á¿Ë, ¯·Ú¿, ÂÈÚ‹ÓË, ˘ÔÌÔÓ‹, Â˘Á¤ÓÂÈ·, Î·ÏÔÛ‡ÓË, ›ÛÙË,
Ú·fiÙËÙ·, Î·È ·˘ÙÔ¤ÏÂÁ¯Ô: (Gal.5: 22)
     ∏ ™·Ú·ÎÔÛÙ‹ ·fi ÙÈ˜ ÚÒÙÂ˜ ËÌ¤ÚÂ˜ ÙÔ˘ ÃÚÈÛÙÈ·ÓÈÛÌÔ‡
‹Ù·Ó ¿ÓÙ· ÌÈ· ÂÚ›Ô‰Ô ¢ËÌfiÛÈ·˜ ÌÂÙ¿ÓÔÈ·˜, ÌÈ· ÂÚ›Ô‰Ô˜
·˘ÙÔÂÍ¤Ù·ÛË˜, ÌÈ· ÂÚ›Ô‰Ô˜ ÂÎÎ·ı¿ÚÈÛË˜ Ì·ÎÚÈ¿ ·fi ÙËÓ
·Ì·ÚÙ›·,  Ô˘ ·Ê‹ÓÂÈ ÙÔÓ ‹ÏÈÔ ÙË˜ ·Á¿Ë˜ ÙÔ˘ £ÂÔ‡ Ó·
Ï¿Ì„ÂÈ ÁÈ· Ì·˜. ¶ÔÏÏ¤˜ ÊÔÚ¤˜ ÂÍÔÈÎÂÈˆÓfiÌ·ÛÙÂ ÙfiÛÔ ÔÏ‡
ÌÂ ÙÔÓ ÙÚfiÔ ˙ˆ‹˜ Ì·˜, Ô˘ ıÂˆÚÔ‡ÌÂ fiÙÈ Â›Ó·È Ô ÌfiÓÔ˜
ÙÚfiÔ˜ ÁÈ· Ó· ˙‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ.  √ ÁÈ·ÙÚfi˜ ÛÙÔ «Les Miserables»
¤Ú·ÛÂ ¯ÚfiÓÈ· ÛÙË μ·ÛÙ›ÏË, ÛÙÔ ÛÎÔÙ¿‰È ÙÔ˘ ÎÂÏÈÔ‡ ÙÔ˘,
ÂÈ‰ÈÔÚıÒÓÔÓÙ·˜ ·Ô‡ÙÛÈ·. ŸÙ·Ó ¤ÁÈÓÂ Ë ÙÂÏÂ˘Ù·›· ÙÒÛË
ÙË˜ μ·ÛÙ›ÏË˜ Î·È Â›¯Â ·ÂÏÂ˘ıÂÚˆıÂ›,  ·ÓÂÎ¿Ï˘„Â fiÙÈ
ÊÔ‚fiÙ·Ó. ºÔ‚fiÙ·Ó Ó· ‚ÁÂÈ ¤Íˆ. ŒÙÛÈ, ¤Ú·ÛÂ ÙÔ ˘fiÏÔÈÔ
ÙË˜ ˙ˆ‹˜ ÙÔ˘ ¤ÁÎÏÂÈÛÙÔ˜,  ÛÂ ¤Ó· ÛÎÔÙÂÈÓfi ‰ˆÌ¿ÙÈÔ,
ÂÈ‰ÈÔÚıÒÓÔÓÙ·˜ ·Ô‡ÙÛÈ·,  ÌÂ ÙËÓ fiÚÙ· ÍÂÎÏÂ›‰ˆÙË.
     ∞˘Ù‹ Ë ÈÛÙÔÚ›· Ì·˜ Ê¤ÚÓÂÈ ÛÙÔ ÓÔ˘ ÙÈ Â›Â Î¿ÔÙÂ Ô ÕÁÈÔ˜
πˆ¿ÓÓË˜ Ô ÃÚ˘ÛfiÛÙÔÌÔ˜: «√ ‹ÏÈÔ˜ ÌÔÚÂ› Ó· Ï¿ÌÂÈ ÌÂ fiÏË
ÙÔ˘ ÙË Ï·ÌÚfiÙËÙ·, ·ÏÏ¿ Ô Î¿ıÂ ¤Ó·˜ ·fi ÂÌ¿˜ Â›Ó·È
ÂÏÂ‡ıÂÚÔ˜ Ó· ÙÔÓ ·ÔÎÏÂ›ÛÂÈ ·fi ÙË ˙ˆ‹ ÙÔ˘,  ·ÏÒ˜ Î·È
ÌfiÓÔ ÌÂ ÙÔ ÎÏÂ›ÛÈÌÔ ÙˆÓ  ‚ÏÂÊ¿ÚˆÓ ÙÔ˘.»
     ¢˘ÛÙ˘¯Ò˜, ÔÈ ¿ÓıÚˆÔÈ ÌÔÚÔ‡Ó Ó· ÎÏÂ›ÛÔ˘Ó ÙÔÓ ‹ÏÈÔ
¤Íˆ ·fi ÙË ˙ˆ‹ ÙÔ˘˜ Î·È Ó· ÂÍÔÈÎÂÈˆıÔ‡Ó ÌÂ ÙÔ ÛÎÔÙ¿‰È ÛÙÔ
ÔÔ›Ô ˙Ô˘Ó. ∞ÏÏ¿ Î·Ù¿ ÙËÓ ‰È¿ÚÎÂÈ· ÙË˜ ΔÂÛÛ·Ú·ÎÔÛÙ‹˜,
Î·ÏÔ‡ÌÂı· Ó· ·˘ÙÔÛ˘ÁÎÂÓÙÚˆıÔ‡ÌÂ,  Ó·  ·Ê‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÙÔ
ÛÎÔÙ¿‰È ÙË˜ ·Ì·ÚÙ›·˜, Î·È Ó· ÂÈÛÙÚ¤„Ô˘ÌÂ ÛÙÔÓ ¶·Ù¤Ú·.
°È’ ·˘Ùfi ÙÔ ÏfiÁÔ Ë ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›· Ì·˜ ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚÂÈ ÙÔ Ì˘ÛÙ‹ÚÈÔ ÙË˜
ÂÍÔÌÔÏÔÁ‹ÛÂˆ˜.

ªÂ ÙËÓ ÂÍÔÌÔÏfiÁËÛË, Â›Ì·ÛÙÂ ÛÂ ı¤ÛË Ó· ·ÓÔ›ÍÔ˘ÌÂ  ÙËÓ
fiÚÙ· Ô˘ Ì·˜ ÎÚ¿ÙËÛÂ ÛÙÔ ÛÎÔÙ¿‰È ÁÈ· ÙfiÛÔ ÔÏ‡ Î·ÈÚfi,
Î·È Ó· ÙËÓ ·ÓÔ›ÍÔ˘ÌÂ ÛÂ ¤Ó· Ó¤Ô ÊˆÙÂÈÓfiÙÂÚÔ ÎfiÛÌÔ.
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PLATEIA CONSTRUCTION HAS MADE GREAT
PROGRESS; COMPLETION TARGET IS APRIL;
MORE FUNDING IS NEEDED

Many parishioners have told us they would make their Plateia
pledge and initial donation after construction began and they knew the
project would be completed.  Since planning and fund raising began in
the fall of 2007, we have:
ñ Raised $1,389,453 in cash donations
ñ Received $157,590 in pledges
ñ Paid-off the $834,230 debt resulting from original construction of the
building shell
ñ Hired an elite team of professionals to complete the final building
design
ñ Completed numerous building repairs and other preparatory work
ñ Secured and paid-for all required Baltimore City permits, utility fees,
etc.
ñ Secured a $505,000 construction loan
ñ Completed a pro-forma Operating Plan for managing the facility and
business operations
ñ Completed contracting arrangements with a General contractor
ñ Began construction
These accomplishments have resulted from the contributions and hard
work of many people.
ñ Contributions have been made by individual seniors, our GOYA,
Philoptochos, the Diamonds and basically every Church and many eth-
nic societies.   Contributions of $5, $10, $50, $100 and more have been
made.  Parishioners and friends of St. Nicholas who have the financial
ability to be especially generous have made pledges of up to $50,000
and cash donations of $75,000, $85,000, $100,000 and $375,000.
ñ Many parishioners have been working on the Plateia Project for four
plus years and now that construction has begun, many parish council
members and parishioners are donating their time, materials and their
personal effort at the construction site to reduce costs.
IF YOU ARE ONE OF THE PARISHIONERS WHO HAS BEEN WAITING
BEFORE OFFERING YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT, WE HOPE THAT
BY READING THIS LETTER YOU ARE MOTIVATED TO ACT NOW!

The Parish Council is estimating that the project will cost approxi-
mately $1,100,000.  This includes the General Contractor and other
known and projected construction-related costs.  At this time our fi-
nances are as follows:
Project costs ........................................................................... $1,100,000
Project costs paid ................................................................... $   490,692
Project costs remaining ......................................................... $   609,308
Funds (as of December 1, 2011): ........................................... $   142,407

Balance of Construction Loan ................................. $   128,711
Funding shortfall ....................................................... $   271,118

ª∂°∞§∏ ¶ƒOO¢O ™THN ¶§∞Δ∂π∞;
™ΔOÃO™ O§O∫§∏ƒø™∏™ ΔON ∞¶ƒπ§πO, 2012
Ãƒ∂π∞∑∂Δ∞π ∏ Oπ∫O¡Oªπ∫∏ ™Δ∏ƒπ•∏ ™∞™

¶ÔÏÏÔ› ÂÓÔÚ›ÙÂ˜ Ì·˜ Â›·Ó fiÙÈ ı· Î¿ÓÔ˘Ó ÙËÓ ¯ÚËÌ·ÙÈÎ‹
ÙÔ˘˜  ˘fiÛ¯ÂÛË ÚÔ˜ ÙËÓ ¶Ï·ÙÂ›· Î·È ı· ‰ÒÛÔ˘Ó ÙËÓ ·Ú¯ÈÎ‹
‰ˆÚÂ¿ ÙÔ˘˜,  fiÙ·Ó ÍÂÎÈÓ‹ÛÂÈ Ë ÔÈÎÔ‰ÔÌ‹ Î·È Â›Ó·È Û›ÁÔ˘ÚÔÈ  fiÙÈ
ÙÔ ¤ÚÁÔ ı· ÔÏÔÎÏËÚˆıÂ›. ∞fi ÙÔ ºıÈÓfiˆÚÔ ÙÔ˘ 2007 Ô˘
ÍÂÎ›ÓËÛÂ Ë  ÂÎÛÙÚ·ÙÂ›· Û˘ÁÎ¤ÓÙÚˆÛË˜  ÎÂÊ·Ï·›ˆÓ ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ:
* Œ¯Ô˘ÌÂ Ï¿‚ÂÈ ·fi ‰ˆÚÂ¤˜ $1.389.453
* Ï¿‚·ÌÂ $157.590 ‰ÔÏÏ¿ÚÈ· ·fi ˘ÔÛ¯ÂÛÂÙÈÎ¤˜ ‰ÂÛÌÂ‡ÛÂÈ˜
* ªË‰ÂÓ›Û·ÌÂ ÙÔ ‰¿ÓÂÈÔ ÙˆÓ  $834.230 Ô˘ ÚÔÎ‡ÙÂÈ ·fi ÙËÓ

·Ú¯ÈÎ‹ Î·Ù·ÛÎÂ˘‹ ÙÔ˘ ÎÙÈÚ›Ô˘
* ¶ÚÔÛÏ¿‚·ÌÂ ÌÈ· Â›ÏÂÎÙË ÔÌ¿‰· Â·ÁÁÂÏÌ·ÙÈÒÓ Ó·

ÔÏÔÎÏËÚÒÛÔ˘Ó ÙÔÓ ÙÂÏÈÎfi Û¯Â‰È·ÛÌfi ÙÔ˘ ÎÙÈÚ›Ô˘
*√ÏÔÎÏËÚÒıËÎ·Ó ÔÏÏ¤˜ ÂÈÛÎÂ˘¤˜ ÛÙÔ ÎÙ›ÚÈÔ Î·È ¿ÏÏÂ˜

ÚÔ·Ú·ÛÎÂ˘·ÛÙÈÎ¤˜ ÂÚÁ·Û›Â˜
* ¶‹Ú·ÌÂ fiÏÂ˜ ÙÈ˜ ··ÈÙÔ‡ÌÂÓÂ˜ ¿‰ÂÈÂ˜ ·fi ÙËÓ fiÏË ÙË˜

μ·ÏÙÈÌfiÚË˜  Î·È Î·Ù·‚¿ÏÏ·ÌÂ Ù· Ù¤ÏË ÁÈ·
ËÏÂÎÙÚÔ‰fiÙËÛË, ÓÂÚfi, ÎÏ.

* ∂Í·ÛÊ·Ï›Û·ÌÂ Î·È Ì·˜ ÂÁÎÚ›ıËÎÂ ‰¿ÓÂÈÔ ÔÈÎÔ‰ÔÌ‹˜ $ 505.00
*™¯Â‰È¿Û·ÌÂ ¤Ó· ¤ÓÙ˘Ô /Û¯Â‰›Ô˘ ÁÈ· ÙË ∂›‚ÏÂ„Ë Î·È

ÙËÓ ‰È·¯Â›ÚÈÛË ÙˆÓ ÏÂÈÙÔ˘ÚÁÈÒÓ Î·È ÙˆÓ ÂÈ¯ÂÈÚ‹ÛÂˆÓ
*ÀÔÁÚ¿„·ÌÂ Û˘Ì‚fiÏ·ÈÔ ÌÂ ∂ÚÁÔÏ·‚ÈÎ‹ ∂Ù·ÈÚÂ›·

ÁÈ· Ó· ÙÂÏÂÈÒÛÂÈ ÙÔ ¤ÚÁÔ

* ¿Ú¯ÈÛ·ÌÂ ÙËÓ ÔÈÎÔ‰ÔÌ‹
∞˘Ù¿ Ù· ÂÈÙÂ‡ÁÌ·Ù· ¤¯Ô˘Ó ÚÔÎ‡„ÂÈ ·fi ÙÈ˜ ÂÈÛÊÔÚ¤˜ Î·È ÙË
ÛÎÏËÚ‹ ‰Ô˘ÏÂÈ¿ ÔÏÏÒÓ ·ÓıÚÒˆÓ.
* √È Û˘ÓÂÈÛÊÔÚ¤˜ ¤¯Ô˘Ó Á›ÓÂÈ ·ÙÔÌÈÎ¿ ·fi ËÏÈÎÈˆÌ¤ÓÔ˘˜, ÙËÓ

GOYA Ì·˜, ºÈÏfiÙˆ¯Ô, «Ù· ¢È·Ì¿ÓÙÈ·» Î.¿.  Œ¯Ô˘Ó Á›ÓÂÈ
Û˘ÓÂÈÛÊÔÚ¤˜ ÙˆÓ $5, $10, $50, $100 Î·È Ï¤ÔÓ. ∂ÓÔÚ›ÙÂ˜ Î·È
Ê›ÏÔÈ ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ ¡ÈÎÔÏ¿Ô˘, Ô˘ ¤¯Ô˘Ó ÙËÓ ÔÈÎÔÓÔÌÈÎ‹
‰˘Ó·ÙfiÙËÙ· Ó· Â›Ó·È È‰È·›ÙÂÚ· ÁÂÓÓ·Èfi‰ˆÚË,  ¤¯Ô˘Ó Î¿ÓÂÈ
˘ÔÛ¯¤ÛÂÈ˜ Ì¤¯ÚÈ Î·È $50.000 Î·È ‰ˆÚÂ¤˜ ÌÂÙÚËÙÒÓ $75.000,
$85.000, $100.000 Î·È $375.000.

* ¶ÔÏÏÔ› ÂÓÔÚ›ÙÂ˜ ¤¯Ô˘Ó ÂÚÁ·ÛÙÂ› ÁÈ· ÙË ¶Ï·ÙÂ›· ÁÈ· Ù¤ÛÛÂÚ· Î·È
Ï¤ÔÓ ¯ÚfiÓÈ· Î·È ÙÒÚ· Ô˘ Ë ÔÈÎÔ‰ÔÌ‹ ¤¯ÂÈ ÍÂÎÈÓ‹ÛÂÈ, ÔÏÏ¿
Ì¤ÏË ÙÔ˘ ¢ÈÔÈÎËÙÈÎÔ‡ ™˘Ì‚Ô˘Ï›Ô˘,  Î·È Ì¤ÏË ÙË˜ ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ·˜
¤¯Ô˘Ó ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚÂÈ ÙÔ ¯ÚfiÓÔ ÙÔ˘˜, Ù· ˘ÏÈÎ¿ Î·È ÙËÓ ÚÔÛˆÈÎ‹
ÚÔÛ¿ıÂÈ¿ Î·È ÂÚÁ·Û›· ÙÔ˘˜ ÛÙÔ ÂÚÁÔÙ¿ÍÈÔ ÁÈ· Ó· ÌÂÈÒÛÔ˘Ó
ÙÔ ÎfiÛÙÔ˜.

∞Ó Â›ÛÙÂ ¤Ó·˜ ·fi ÙÔ˘˜ ÂÓÔÚ›ÙÂ˜ Ô˘ ÂÚ›ÌÂÓÂ ÚÈÓ Ó·
ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚÂÈ ÙËÓ ÔÈÎÔÓÔÌÈÎ‹ ÙÔ˘ ‚Ô‹ıÂÈ·, ÂÏ›˙Ô˘ÌÂ fiÙÈ Ë
·Ó¿ÁÓˆÛË ·˘Ù‹˜ ÙË˜ ÂÈÛÙÔÏ‹˜ ı· Û·˜ ·Ú·ÎÈÓ‹ÛÂÈ Ó· ‰Ú¿ÛÂÙÂ
Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎ¿ Î·È ¿ÌÂÛ·!

ΔÔ ¢ÈÔÈÎËÙÈÎfi ™˘Ì‚Ô‡ÏÈÔ ˘ÔÏÔÁ›˙ÂÈ fiÙÈ ÙÔ ¤ÚÁÔ ı·
ÎÔÛÙ›ÛÂÈ ÂÚ›Ô˘ $1.100.000. ∞˘Ùfi ÂÚÈÏ·Ì‚¿ÓÂÈ ÙËÓ
∂ÚÁÔÏ·‚ÈÎ‹ ∂Ù·ÈÚÂ›· Î·È ¿ÏÏÂ˜ ÁÓˆÛÙ¤˜ Î·È ÚÔ‚ÏÂfiÌÂÓÂ˜
Î·Ù·ÛÎÂ˘¤˜ Ô˘ Û¯ÂÙ›˙ÔÓÙ·È ÌÂ ÙÔ ÎfiÛÙÔ˜. ∞˘Ù‹ ÙË ÛÙÈÁÌ‹ Ù·
ÔÈÎÔÓÔÌÈÎ¿ Ì·˜ ¤¯Ô˘Ó ˆ˜ ÂÍ‹˜:
∫fiÛÙÔ˜ ·ÔÂÚÚ¿ÙˆÛË˜ ÙÔ˘ ÎÙÈÚ›Ô˘: ......................... $1.100.000
◊‰Ë ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ Î·Ù·‚¿ÏÏÂÈ ................................................. $   490.692
ÀfiÏÔÈÔ ÎfiÛÙÔ˜ ÁÈ· ÙÔ ¤ÚÁÔ ...................................... $   609.308
ΔËÓ 1Ë ¢ÂÎÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘, 2011 Â›¯·ÌÂ:
§ÔÁ·ÚÈ·ÛÌfi˜ ¶Ï·ÙÂ›·˜ ................................................. $   142.407
ÀfiÏÔÈÔ ‰·ÓÂ›Ô˘ .......................................................... $   128.711
™‡ÓÔÏÔ ............................................................................. $   271.118

ÃÚÂÈ·˙fiÌ·ÛÙÂ ÙËÓ ÔÈÎÔÓÔÌÈÎ‹ Û·˜ ˘ÔÛÙ‹ÚÈÍË!

Ceramic tile laid on the bathroom floor and walls of the Plateia.

Decorative chair railing installed by ET Cabinets, Manolis Theoharis.
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COMMUNITY NEWS  -  ∫Oπ¡OΔπ∫∞ ¡∂A
FOLK FESTIVAL-BREAKING NEWS!!

The Plateia will be playing a major role in the upcoming Saint
Nicholas Greek Folk Festival to be held on June 7, 8, 9, 10, 2012!

The festival committee has begun making plans to utilize this
additional venue and is asking all members of the community to
join in this historic event.

To find out how this year’s festival is going to expand into the
new area, join us at the first meeting of the 2012 Festival commit-
tee to be held on Thursday, February 16th at 7:00 p.m. in the Large
Social Hall.  In case of inclement weather, the meeting will be held
on Thursday, February 23rd.

Don’t miss this opportunity to be a part of this much antici-
pated event.  Bring your ideas, suggestions, and talent to the meet-
ing.  Saint Nicholas Church belongs to all of us.  Show your love
and dedication by becoming a member of the festival team.

Frank Mitsos, 2012 Festival Chairperson

∂§§∏¡π∫O §∞π∫O ¶∞¡∏°Àƒπ 2012
Δ∂§∂ÀΔ∞π∞ ¡∂∞!

∏ «¶Ï·ÙÂ›·» ı· ·›ÍÂÈ ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎfi ÚfiÏÔ ÛÙÔ  «∂ÏÏËÓÈÎfi
§·˚Îfi ¶·ÓËÁ‡ÚÈ 2012» ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ ¡ÈÎÔÏ¿Ô˘ Ô˘ ı·
Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÔÔÈËıÂ› ÛÙÈ˜ 7, 8, 9, 10, πÔ˘Ó›Ô˘ 2012!

∏ ∂ÈÙÚÔ‹ ÙÔ˘ ºÂÛÙÈ‚¿Ï ¤¯ÂÈ ·Ú¯›ÛÂÈ Ó· Î¿ÓÂÈ Û¯¤‰È· ÁÈ·
Ó· ¯ÚËÛÈÌÔÔÈ‹ÛÂÈ ·˘Ù‹ ÙËÓ ÙÔÈÎ‹ ÚÔÛı‹ÎË Î·È ˙ËÙ¿ ·fi fiÏ·
Ù· Ì¤ÏË ÙË˜ ∫ÔÈÓfiÙËÙ·˜ Ó· Û˘ÌÌÂÙ¿Û¯Ô˘Ó ÛÂ ·˘Ùfi ÙÔ ÈÛÙÔÚÈÎfi
ÁÂÁÔÓfi˜.

°È· Ó· Ì¿ıÂÙÂ ÌÂ ÔÈfi ÙÚfiÔ ÙÔ ÊÂÙÈÓfi ºÂÛÙÈ‚¿Ï ÚfiÎÂÈÙ·È
Ó· ÂÂÎÙ·ıÂ› ÛÙÔ Ó¤Ô ¯ÒÚÔ, ÂÏ¿ÙÂ ÛÙË ÚÒÙË Û˘ÓÂ‰Ú›·ÛË ÙÔ˘
2012 ÙË˜ ∂ÈÙÚÔ‹˜ ºÂÛÙÈ‚¿Ï, Ô˘ ı· Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÔÔÈËıÂ› ÙËÓ
¶¤ÌÙË 16Ë ºÂ‚ÚÔ˘·Ú›Ô˘, 2012 ÛÙÈ˜ 7:00 Ì.Ì. ÛÙË ªÂÁ¿ÏË
∫ÔÈÓÔÙÈÎ‹ ∞›ıÔ˘Û·. ™Â ÂÚ›ÙˆÛË ‰˘ÛÌÂÓÒÓ Î·ÈÚÈÎÒÓ
Û˘ÓıËÎÒÓ, Ë Û˘Ó¿ÓÙËÛË ı· Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÔÔÈËıÂ› ÙËÓ ¶¤ÌÙË, 23
ºÂ‚ÚÔ˘·Ú›Ô˘, 2012, ÙËÓ  ›‰· ÒÚ· Î·È ·›ıÔ˘Û·.

ªËÓ ̄ ¿ÛÂÙÂ ·˘Ù‹ ÙËÓ Â˘Î·ÈÚ›· Ó· Â›ÛÙÂ ¤Ó· Ì¤ÚÔ˜ ·˘ÙÔ‡ ÙÔ˘
ÔÏ‡ ·Ó·ÌÂÓfiÌÂÓÔ˘ ÁÂÁÔÓfiÙÔ˜. ™ÙË Û˘ÓÂ‰Ú›·ÛË Ê¤ÚÙÂ ÙÈ˜ È‰¤Â˜
Û·˜,  ÙÈ˜ ÚÔÙ¿ÛÂÈ˜ Û·˜, Î·È ÙÔ Ù·Ï¤ÓÙÔ Û·˜.  √ ã∞Á›Ô˜ ¡ÈÎfiÏ·Ô˜
·Ó‹ÎÂÈ ÛÂ fiÏÔ˘˜ Ì·˜. ¢Â›ÍÙÂ ÙËÓ ·Á¿Ë Î·È ÙËÓ ·ÊÔÛ›ˆÛ‹ Û·˜ ÌÂ
ÙË Û˘ÌÌÂÙÔ¯‹ Û·˜ ÛÙËÓ ÔÌ¿‰· ÙÔ˘ ºÂÛÙÈ‚¿Ï.

ºÒÙË˜ ª‹ÙÛÔ˜, ÀÂ‡ı˘ÓÔ˜ ÙÔ˘ ºÂÛÙÈ‚¿Ï 2012

PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS
We are in the midst of winter and our philanthropic works

are continuing as usual. Chickens have been prepared for Our
Daily Bread during our regular schedule, every third week of
each month.

Hospital visitations are also in full swing and the people that
are in the nursing homes are so delighted when we visit them.
Our next meeting will be February 1st, and since it’s Valentine’s
month we will have a chocolate night. Please mark your calendars
that a meeting will not be held during the month of March.
The next big event for the Philoptohos is our Apokreatiko
Glendi, which will take place on Friday, February 24th. Please re-
fer to the announcement in this issue of the Koinonia for more in-
formation.

We encourage everyone who attends the Apokreatiko Glendi
to dress up in a costume. It is always a good time for all that part
take in the fun.  The proceeds from this evening’s event will used
for the Philoxenia House to offset the maintenance expenses for
the house.

Keep well and stay warm although winter is treating well so
far.

Zoe Perdikakis, President

¡∂∞ Δ∏™ ºπ§O¶ΔøÃOÀ
μÚÈÛÎfiÌ·ÛÙÂ ÛÙË Ì¤ÛË ÙÔ˘ ¯ÂÈÌÒÓ· Î·È Ù· ÊÈÏ·ÓıÚˆÈÎ¿

Ì·˜ ¤ÚÁ· Û˘ÓÂ¯›˙ÔÓÙ·È ̂ ˜ Û˘Ó‹ıˆ˜. ∂ÙÔÈÌ¿˙Ô˘ÌÂ ÎÔÙfiÔ˘Ï· ÁÈ·

ÙÔ Daily Bread Î·Ù¿ Ù·ÎÙ¿ ¯ÚÔÓÈÎ¿ ‰È·ÛÙ‹Ì·Ù·, Î¿ıÂ ÙÚ›ÙË
Â‚‰ÔÌ¿‰·  Î¿ıÂ Ì‹Ó·.

√È ÂÈÛÎ¤„ÂÈ˜ Ì·˜ ÛÂ ÓÔÛÔÎÔÌÂ›· Â›Ó·È Â›ÛË˜ ÛÂ Ï‹ÚË
ÂÍ¤ÏÈÍË Î·È ÔÈ ¿ÓıÚˆÔÈ Ô˘ ‚Ú›ÛÎÔÓÙ·È ÛÙËÓ Ô›ÎÔ˘˜ Â˘ÁËÚ›·˜
Â›Ó·È ÙfiÛÔ ÂÓıÔ˘ÛÈ·ÛÌ¤ÓÔÈ fiÙ·Ó ÙÔ˘˜ Û˘Ó·ÓÙÔ‡ÌÂ.

∏ ÂÔÌ¤ÓË Ì·˜ Û˘ÓÂ‰Ú›·ÛË ı· Â›Ó·È ÙËÓ 1Ë ºÂ‚ÚÔ˘·Ú›Ô˘,
Î·È ‰Â‰ÔÌ¤ÓÔ˘ fiÙÈ Â›Ó·È Ì‹Ó·˜ ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ μ·ÏÂÓÙ›ÓÔ˘, ı· Â›Ó·È
«μÚ·‰˘¿ ™ÔÎÔÏ¿Ù·˜». ™ËÌÂÈÒÛÙÂ ÛÙ· ËÌÂÚÔÏfiÁÈ¿ Û·˜ fiÙÈ ‰ÂÓ ı·
¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ Ù·ÎÙÈÎ‹ Û˘ÓÂ‰Ú›·ÛË Î·Ù¿ ÙÔÓ Ì‹Ó· ª¿ÚÙÈÔ.

ΔÔ ÂfiÌÂÓÔ ÌÂÁ¿ÏÔ ÁÂÁÔÓfi˜ ÁÈ· ÙËÓ ºÈÏfiÙˆ¯Ô˜ Â›Ó·È ÙÔ
«∞¶√∫ƒπ∞Δπ∫√ °§∂¡Δπ» Ì·˜,  Ô˘ ı· Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÔÔÈËıÂ› ÙËÓ
¶·Ú·ÛÎÂ˘‹, 24 ºÂ‚ÚÔ˘·Ú›Ô˘. °È· ÂÚÈÛÛfiÙÂÚÂ˜ ÏËÚÔÊÔÚ›Â˜,
·Ú·Î·ÏÂ›ÛıÂ Ó· ‰Â›ÙÂ ÙËÓ ·Ó·ÎÔ›ÓˆÛË ÛÂ ·˘Ùfi ÙÂ‡¯Ô˜  ÙË˜
∫ÔÈÓˆÓ›·˜. £· ı¤Ï·ÌÂ fiÔÈÔ˜ ¤ÏıÂÈ ÛÙÔ ∞ÔÎÚÈ¿ÙÈÎÔ °Ï¤ÓÙÈ Ó·
ÓÙ˘ıÂ› ÌÂ ∞ÔÎÚÈ¿ÙÈÎÔ ÎÔ˘ÛÙÔ‡ÌÈ. ∂›Ó·È ÔÏ‡ ‰È·ÛÎÂ‰·ÛÙÈÎfi
ÁÈ· fiÏÔ˘˜ fiÛÔÈ Û˘ÌÌÂÙ¤¯Ô˘Ó  ÛÙË ‰È·ÛÎ¤‰·ÛË. Δ· ¤ÛÔ‰· ·fi ÙËÓ
·Ô„ÈÓ‹ ÂÎ‰‹ÏˆÛË ı· ‰È·ÙÂıÔ‡Ó ÁÈ· ÙÔ Û›ÙÈ ÙË˜
«ºπ§√•∂¡π∞™»,  ÁÈ· ÙËÓ ·ÓÙÈÛÙ¿ıÌÈÛË ÙˆÓ ÂÍfi‰ˆÓ Û˘ÓÙ‹ÚËÛ‹˜
ÙÔ˘.

∫¿ÓÙÂ ˘ÔÌÔÓ‹  Î·È ·Ú·ÌÂ›ÓÂÙÂ ˙ÂÛÙÔ›,  ·Ó Î·È Ô ¯ÂÈÌÒÓ·˜
Â›Ó·È  Î·Ï¿ ÎÚ·Ù¿ Ì¤¯ÚÈ ÙÒÚ·

∑ˆ‹ ¶ÂÚ‰ÈÎ¿ÎË, ¶ÚfiÂ‰ÚÔ˜

STEWARDSHIP
The Woman Who offered Precious Ointment

There’s a principle found throughout the Scriptures concern-
ing giving,  it says, “ When you give, you gain what you cannot buy
with your money.”

In Mark 14:3-9, a woman gave Jesus a gift of precious oint-
ment. There were some present who called her gift a “waste”. They
said the ointment could have been sold and the money given to the
poor. Jesus rebuked their hypocrisy, for gifts given from the heart
are always accepted by the Lord. This woman gave Jesus something
precious, her best gift, the best she could do.

When you give to the church, is your gift merely a token gift
or is it, a generous gift, coming from your heart filled with love?
Notice what else Jesus said about this woman’s gift: “I say to you,
wherever the gospel is preached in the whole world, what she has
done will be told in memory of her.” She couldn’t buy that kind of
testimony for any amount of money; but giving obtained it for her.

Your giving does not stop when you put a check in your Stew-
ardship envelope. Your giving continues to live on as a testimony
to God’s presence. Your money is transformed into the service of
Orthodoxy on the parish, Archdiocesan, Metropolis and Patriar-
chal level. You can’t put a price on that. You cannot buy an eter-
nal soul, but through giving you can make eternity possible for your
soul, your family’s and for others. You cannot buy the blessings of
God, but through giving you can release God’s blessing through the
Church.

Today, are you giving in the spirit of the woman who anointed
Jesus with the costly ointment? Have you increased your Steward-
ship Commitment for 2012 over 20011’s?  If you haven’t maybe
you should reconsider. Does your giving reflect generosity of spirit,
which provides blessings that “money cannot buy”? Is your Stew-
ardship Commitment for 2012 a loving gift, a generous gift, and a
gift coming from your heart?

Let’s all join hearts and hands today in the Body of Christ and
give our best to the work of the Lord for 2012. May the Lord say
about you: He has given his best, she has given her best.

Thank you, The Stewardship Committee

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
     Sunday of Orthodoxy this year falls on Sunday, March 4th and it
is the first Sunday of Lent. Please remember that we as a Sunday

Continued on page 5
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School will once again be participating in the procession of the
Icons in the church at the end of the Divine Liturgy.  We ask that if
any of our students have their own personal Icon they want to carry
to make sure they bring it with them on that day.
     Once again the Sunday School will also sponsor its Annual
Lenten Spaghetti Luncheon on Sunday of Orthodoxy after church.
The cost will still be the same at $10.00 for adults and $5.00 for kids
12 and under.  We invite all of our church families to come and
support the only fundraising event that the Sunday School holds.
     Also on Saturday, March 10th, we will be holding the St. John
Chrysostom Oratorical Festival.  It will begin at 10:30 am with reg-
istration and speeches will start at 11:00 am.  Topics will be or have
been distributed to the students.   If you didn’t get yours, please see
your Sunday School teacher.  Or, you can go to the Archdiocese
site at: www.goarch.org to download copies for your division.  To
participate at the Parish level, you must be in Grades 4th through
12th.  The three levels are:  the Elementary, Junior and Senior.
Scholarships will be given to the top two finalists from the Junior
and Senior Division. And these finalists from each division will go
on to represent St. Nicholas Church at the District Festival that will
take place this year at Sts. Peter and Paul Church in Frederick, Md.
We are pleased to learn that Maryland has been selected to host the
National Oratorical Festival this year with the host church being St.
George Greek Orthodox Church in Bethesda.  So we welcome all
of our current Sunday School students and graduates who are still
in high school to participate.

     We hope everyone has a beautiful upcoming Lenten Period.
Kali Sarakosti.

GREEK SCHOOL NEWS

THE GREEK SCHOOL LOOKING TO

ADD LANGUAGE LAB

Dear Parishioners:

When it comes to the education of our Greek School Students,
the teaching staff and Greek School PTA cannot stand still. The
PTA is looking to purchase additional computers and language soft-
ware to aid our students in learning the Greek language through the
use of a language laboratory.

The language laboratory is an audio or audio-visual installation
used as an aid in modern language teaching. They can be found,
amongst other places, in schools, universities and academies. The
purpose of a language lab is to involve students to actively partici-
pate in language learning exercises and get more practice speaking
and listening to the Greek language  so to supplement their current
learning in the classroom. The language laboratory would be ex-
tremely beneficial for all of our Greek School students.

How may our parishioners help defray the cost of these vital
improvements? Simple. Apply for our Greek School Credit Card.
How? Follow these simple steps:
ñ Visit www.cardlabconnect.com/StNicholasGreekSchoolVisa
ñ Pick your card design
ñ Apply for the credit card
ñ Receive your credit card in the mail, and start using
ñ The Greek School receives $50.00 on your first purchase
ñ The Greek School receives 2% donation on gas and
   grocery purchases
ñ 1% donation on all other purchases
ñ Up to 10% donation of purchases made at select merchants

It is an easy way to help the Greek School flourish. If you have
any questions regarding the program, please contact Parish Coun-
cil Member,  Demos Anastasiades at 410-337-7180.

Thank you.
The St. Nicholas Greek School PTA Board Members

COMMUNITY NEWS  -  ∫Oπ¡OΔπ∫∞ ¡∂A
Continued from page 4

Rhodian Society of Maryland ‘Diagoras’
will hosts its

ANNUAL BULL & SHRIMP FEAST
at  UAW Local 239 Hall

1010 S. Oldham Street, Baltimore, MD 21224
on

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2012
from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.

There will be plenty of food, fun & music.
So join us for a great time & bring the family!

Let’s celebrate Valentine’s Day together. Anyone interested in
purchasing a table or tickets, please see John Fotiou or call

Maria Angelou @ 443-865-0851
The cost is $40.00 per person.   See you there!

ST. NICHOLAS PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY

PRESENTS THEIR ANNUAL
APOKREATIKO GLENDI 2012
FRIDAY  FEBRUARY 24 , 2012

ST. NICHOLAS SOCIAL HALL
520 PONCA ST.

BALTIMORE, MD 21224

DINNER: 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM DANCE: 9:00 PM to 1:00 AM
Dance to the Beat of  APOLLONIA

Enjoy Mezethakia, Dinner, Dessert and Captivating Kefi
TICKETS .... ADULTS: $25.00

CHILDREN UNDER 10: $5.00 — CASH BAR
FOR TICKETS PLEASE CALL

ZOE: 410-908-1556  or   NORA: 410-979-6656

FIELD TRIP TO WASHINGTON, D.C.

SPONSORED BY THE GREEK SCHOOL

Who: All St. Nicholas Parishioners, Families and Friends.
When: Monday, February 20, 2012 (President’s Day—
Public Schools are closed and most private schools).
Where:  Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum.
Time: Round-trip transportation provided from St. Nicholas
Church to the Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum.
Depart: From St. Nicholas Church at 9:00 a.m. and return to St.
Nicholas Church by 4:00 p.m.
Cost: $25.00 per person.  All children must be accompanied by an
adult, chaperone or older sibling 18 years of age or older.
Lunch: Is on your own.
Deadline: Tuesday, February 7, 2012.
Sign-Up at the Church Office.
NEW EXHIBIT

Fly Marines! The Centennial of Marine Corps Aviation:

1912-2012 starting on January 14, 2012 - January 6, 2013;
See artwork and artifacts tracing the 100-year history of

Marine Corps aviation.
Twenty-three galleries exhibiting hundreds of aircraft, space-

craft, missiles, rockets, and other flight-related artifacts.
Highlights: 1903 Wright Flyer, Spirit of St. Louis, Space Ship

One, Apollo 11 Command Module, Hubble Space Telescope test
vehicle.  Note: Transportation and admission costs will be covered
by the Greek School PTA for any current Greek School student.

P.L.C. NEWS
The next Parish Life Committee meeting is scheduled for

Thursday, February 2nd at 7 pm.  All organization representatives
are asked to attend whether or not they have submitted their event

Continued on page 11



PAGE 6 KOINONIA February/ºÂ‚ÚÔ˘¿ÚÈÔ˜, 2012

Dancing the Night Away at St. Nicholas New Year’s Party
The Parish Council of St. Nicholas threw a New Year’s Party on Saturday, December 31st. DJ George Tsakiris played music for all the

ages from authentic Greek music from the Greek islands to the latest Top 40’s to  80’s dance music.  Many of us were transported back

in time remembering our high school and college days as the DJ played everyone’s favorite songs.  The atmosphere was perfect for

families with young children as well as teenagers to enjoy good food, music and to socialize with their peers.  The stresses of the year

and daily life were forgotten for the night and everyone was filled with joy and hope as the new year gloriously rung in.

Parishioners enjoying themselves at the New Year’s Eve Party

The Skordalos Family Helping at Party

St. Nicholas youths enjoying the New Year’s Eve Party with their families.

Parishioners enjoying the New Year’s Eve Party.
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Greek Folk Dance Festival in Annapolis, Maryland
Ta Ellinakia participated in

the Greek Folk Dance Festival

in Annapolis on January 21

and 22nd. Ta Ellinakia won

second place and Best in Cos-

tume! The Ellinakia had 30

children participate and we

are so proud of all who partici-

pated. The entire group

worked so hard and all their

effort paid off with a great

performance. They made all

their parents/grandparents

and entire community proud!

Here are some photos of the

group! Join us at the Ellinakia

Welcome Back Night on Feb-

ruary 20th at 6:30. This is a

time for new members to join

the group! Thank you to the

entire community for their

continued support!
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DONATIONS IN MEMORIAM
IN MEMORY OF :
PANTELIS & SPERGOULA, VASILIOS & IDA,
AND JOHN KARPATHIOU JOHNS
Mrs. Aspasia Karpathiou Johns
IN MEMORY OF

EPAMINONTAS CHRISSOMALLIS
Mr. & Mrs. George & Rosa Cornias
Mark & Rosita Tornillo
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Georgalas
Mrs. Soula Kapetanakos
Ms. Maria Salpeas
Mr. Jerry Matos
Mr. George Kyvelos
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Hartofilis
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Onasis
Mr. Michael Tomazos
Mr. & Mrs. Polychronis Alafassos
IKAROS Restaurant
Mrs. Athena Neofitou
Mr. Chris Angelopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Kalambihis
“IKAROS” Restaurant

IN MEMORY OF KONSTANTINOS KOSMAKOS
Mrs. Maria Papademetriou

Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Onasis
Ms. Maria Salpeas
Mrs. Anastasia Vasilakopoulos
Miss Irene Vasilakopoulos
IN MEMORY OF IOANNIS PAROS
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Onasis

IN MEMORY OF LYKOURGOW GEORGALAS
Nicholas & Stavroula Georgalas

IN MEMORY OF STAVROULA FORAKIS
Nicholas & Stavroula Georgalas

IN MEMORY OF ALEXANDROS

PAPAFOTIS & THEMELINA
“IKAROS” Restaurant
Michael & Maria Verenakis
Mrs. Paraskevi Souranis
Mr. & Mrs. George Arnas
Mr. & MRs. Nicholas Souranis
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilis Skordalos

IN MEMORY OF JOHN DENNIS PAPPAS
Michael & Maria Verenakis
Ms. Anastasia Hatziefthimiou
Mrs. Metaxia Kardiasmenos
Mr. Chris Angelopoulos

Mr. & Mrs. Vasilis Skordalos

IN MEMORY OF FLORENCE MAVRONIS
Stefanos & Greta Mavronis
IN MEMORY OF VASILIOS FRANGAKIS
Ms. Anastasia Hatziefthimiou

IN MEMORY OF VASILIA CHRIST
Mr. & Mrs. George Arnas

IN MEMORY OF ELENI FIIPIDIS
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Souranis

IN MEMORY OF CHRISANTHI KEFALAS
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Soranis

IN MEMORY OF FILIPPOS,
MARIANTHI & EMMANUEL FILIPPOU
Mr. Nick Filippou

IN MEMORY OF ERMA MORRIS
Ms. Maria Salpeas
Mr. Chris Angelopoulos

IN MEMORY OF FREDA ANGELOPOULOS
Mr. Chris Angelopoulos
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LENT, HOLY WEEK AND
EASTER 2012 DONATIONS
INCENSE FOR LENT
INCENSE FOR HOLY WEEK
ALTAR FLOWERS - VASES
1st Sunday of Lent
2nd Sunday of Lent
3rd Sunday of Lent
4th Sunday of Lent
5th Sunday of Lent
Icon of Annunciation
Proskinitari
1st Salutations
2nd Salutations
3rd Salutations .
Adoration of the Holy Cross
4th Salutations
Akathistos Hymn Icon
Saturday of Lazarus Breakfast
Easter Egg Hunt supplies for children
Palms

Altar Flowers for  Palm Sunday
Palm Sunday Icon decorated
Decorations for Palm Sunday
Nymphios Icon
Holy Wednesday Unction Supplies
Holy Thursday STEFANI
Flowers at base of Cross
Icon Crucifixtion
Holy Thursday Altar Flowers
Holy Friday Sheet
Epitaphios flowers
Lamentations books
Holy Saturday Laurel & Bay leaves –Daphnes-
Iconostasion decorations
Altar Flowers Easter
Anastasi Icon
Resurrection Lavaro
Easter Eggs
— 50 cases purple 5day votine lights (cantilia)
— 50 cases white 5day votine lights (cantilia)
— 50 cases red 5day votine lights (cantilia)

COMMUNITY NEWS  -  ∫Oπ¡OΔπ∫∞ ¡∂A

EASTER LILIES FOR THE CHURCH
¢øƒ∂∂™ ∞¡£∂ø¡ (∫ƒπ¡∞ ΔOÀ ¶∞™Ã∞)

Please donate Easter Lilies to decorate our church for Easter.

The cost is $20.00 each. Fill out this form and send or bring it

to Saint Nicholas Church.

∞Ó ÂÈı˘ÌÂ›ÙÂ Ó· Î¿ÓÂÙÂ ÙË ‰ˆÚÂ¿ Û·˜ $20.00, Û˘ÌÏËÚÒÛÂÙÂ ÙÔ

¤ÓÙ˘Ô ·˘Ùfi Î·È ÛÙÂ›ÏÂÙÂ ÙËÓ ‰ˆÚÂ¿ Û·˜ ÂÁÎ·›Úˆ˜  ÛÙÔÓ ÕÁÈÔ

¡ÈÎfiÏ·Ô.

NAME ..................................................................................................

ADDRESS ...........................................................................................

AMOUNT $20.00

OTHER AMOUNT .............................................................................

✁

2012 Application  for the Kiriakos D. Katsikides Memorial Scholarship
Name: ...........................................................................................................................................................................................................

Address: .......................................................................... Phone Number: .................................... E-mail: .................................................

College/University/Trade School: ...............................................Planned Graduation Date: .............. Planned Major: .............................

High School GPA: ...........................................  ROTC/Military:  YES ❑      NO ❑

Short Essay: Please write one to two paragraphs explaining what you plan to study and your career goals.  (Attach to application)
Other Requirements: Please provide a grade report showing your GPA or academic performance.  If you are military pursuing a
degree and have already graduated high school, please provide a copy of your diploma and honorable discharge paperwork.
Please mail e-mail the application to: scholarship@Katsikides.org  or  www.katsikides.org

Or mail to:    THE KATSIKIDES SCHOLARSHIP FUND

118 EDGEWOOD ROAD

TOWSON, MARYLAND 21286
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KOINONIA DEADLINE
To all of our readers and organizations, submit your article(s) to
the Koinonia staff by the deadline stated below. If your article is
not received by that time, it will not be included in upcoming
Koinonia. All articles or posters are due by the 15th of the cur-
rent month for the upcoming month’s issue.

Issue month: March, 2012
Deadline: February 15th

You may drop your article to the church office or e-mail it to
Mr. Demos Anastasiades at: demos@comcast.net

St. Nicholas Elects New Parish Council, January 8, 2012

Parishioners, Mr and Mrs. Nick Patras voting at the Parish
Council Elections. Mr. Patras is one of our longest living active
members.  He served on the Parish Council Board for 27 years.

Mr. George Sfakianoudis coming to vote in the Parish Council
Elections held on January 8, 2012

Saint Nicholas Church
Profit & Loss

January through December 2011

Saint Nicholas Church
Profit & Loss

January through December 2011

Income
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Continued from page 5

calendars.
Please contact Kelly Angelos at greekgirl018@verzion.net if

you have any questions. Remember to have your events on the
church calendar, you must be present at these monthly meetings.

Thank you, The P.L.C. Committee

GREEKTOWN CDC
A message from Col. John E. Gavrilis, CEO

We would like to congratulate the Kohilas family on their ex-
pansion of Ikaros restaurant to 4901 Eastern Avenue, the former
Azteca De Oro. The Greektown CDC has fought problems stem-
ming from 4901 Eastern Ave for many years. We are delighted to
see this former problem corner blossom into a great restaurant.
Ikaros has not only been a destination for Greektown but one of
the most famous restaurants in Baltimore. This investment, along

with many other pending commercial investments, is a great win
for Greektown and will help attract new homeowners to the area.

We are continuing our tree planting campaign, if you are in-
terested in a beautiful tree in front of your home (pending avail-
able funding), call our office to be added to the list. Trees improve
the health, safety and property values of a community.

Residents and business owners are reminded that during win-
ter snow storms you must shovel your sidewalk. The clearing of
storm drains would allow melting snow to drain. Also, please check
on your elderly neighbors. Feel free to call Jason at 410-327-3306
if you have any concerns. We continue to look for new committee
chairs and volunteers to join our organization. Stop by our office
to discuss what you would like to see done in your neighborhood!

As always call 911 immediately when witnessing any illegal ac-
tivity and 311 for non-police related city issues.

Believe in your community!
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Thursday, February  2: The Feast of the “Presentation of our
Lord” Orthros: 8:45 am.; Divine Liturgy: 9:30 am.

Sunday, February 5: Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee: “The
TRIODION BEGINS”
Orthros: 8:45 am.; Divine Liturgy: 10:00 am.
Friday, February 10: St. Haralambos the Great Martyr:
Orthros: 8:45 am.; Divine Liturgy: 9:30 am.

Sunday, February 12: Sunday of the Prodigal Son:
Orthros: 8:45 am.; Divine Liturgy: 10:00 am.

Wednesday, February 15: Paraklesis Service: 7:00 pm.
Saturday, February 18: First Saturday of the Souls:
Orthros:  8:45 am.; Divine Liturgy: 9:30 am.

Sunday, February 19: Meatfare Sunday: (Judgement Sunday):
Orthros: 8:45 am.; Divine Liturgy: 10:00 am.

Wednesday, February 22: Holy Unction Service: 7:00 pm.
Saturday, February 25: Second Saturday of the Souls:
Orthros: 8:45 am.; Divine Liturgy: 9:30 am.
Sunday, February 26: Cheesefare Sunday (Forgiveness Sunday)
Orthros: 8:45 am.; Divine Liturgy: 10:00
Monday, February 27: GREAT LENT BEGINS:
Compline Service: 7:00 pm.

Wednesday, February 29: Pre-Sanctified Liturgy:  7:00 pm.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Wednesday, February 1: The Ladies Philoptochos Monthly
Meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Friday, February 3: Movie Night Sponsored by the Ta Ellinakia

Saturday, February 4: Maryland Greek Independence Day
Parade Dance from 8:00 p.m. to 2 a.m.

Monday, February 6: Ladies Night at Blue Hill Tavern
Sponsored by the Philoptochos at 6:00 p.m.

Tuesday, February 7: Diamonds Monthly Meeting at 1 p.m.

Wednesday & Thursday, February 8 and 9: Greek School
Service Project starting at 6 pm.
Friday, February 10: The Rhodian Society of Md. “Diagoras”
Annual Bull & Shrimp Feast at 7:00 pm.
Saturday & Sunday, February 11-12: GOYA Basketball
Tournament and Dance.
Sunday, February 12: Godparents Day at St. Nicholas Greek
Orthodox Church.
Monday, February 20: Greek School Trip to Smithsonian Air &
Space Museum from 9:00 am. to 4 pm.
Monday, February 20: Ta Ellinakia Registration at 6:30 pm.
Wednesday, February 22: Ta Ellinakia Service Project
Friday, February 24:  Philoptochos Apokreatiko Glendi Dinner
Dance from 7:00 pm. to 1:00 am.
Saturday, February 25: J.O.Y. Program from 12 noon to 2 pm.

UPPER COMING EVENTS
Tuesday, March 6: Diamond Lenten Luncheon: 1 pm. to 3 pm.
Thursday, March 8: The Ladies Panchian Society Monthly
Meeting starting at 7:00 pm.
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