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Two thousand years ago Saint Paul gave
this advice: “Forgetting what is behind and
straining forward to what lies ahead, I press
on towards the goal for which God has called
me heavenwards in Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 3:13–
14)

How many of us have made many mistakes
in our lives as Christians? How many have
experienced many setbacks and failures
throughout life? Sometimes we allow these
setbacks to enslave us to the point that we
never enjoy the full Christian experience that
God has given us. In John 10:10 Jesus said, “I
have come that you might have life and have
it abundantly.” This means that in 2014, he
wants us to have a fresh start in life. He un-
derstands our human weakness, as well as our
strengths. We have all made resolutions in the
past and never honored them, but God wants
us to begin 2014 with a new outlook on life. If
we have made mistakes in the past, he wants
us to correct them and go on. Look what it
says in Isaiah 43:18: “Forget about what has
happened before. Do not dwell on the past.”
God is more interested in your present and
your future than he is in your past.

Of course, the past is also important, but
let’s not dwell on it. Maybe you have experi-
enced failures in recent years. You may have
faced financial loss, a failed relationship, a
marital problem, or a spiritual challenge. You
may have really blown it, and you may have
made some decisions you are ashamed of and
hope nobody ever finds out about. Regardless
of the failure in your life—whatever it may
be—just stop making excuses, stop blaming
others, and stop seeing yourself as a victim of
circumstances. In today’s society there are
people who want to harm us, who want to
ruin our reputations. But remember, the only
person who can ruin your life is you yourself.
Everyone has a choice to make regarding
how they will respond to all the pain and hurt
that we encounter in life. Proverbs 28:13

says, “A man who refuses to admit his mis-
takes can never be successful, but if he con-
fesses and forsakes them he gets another
chance.”

The year 2014 is now a reality. It is all up
to us whether we want a fresh new start in our
lives. We need to learn from our past mis-
takes and to get on with our lives. This New
Year gives everyone the opportunity to
move closer to God and to realize that with-
out him, we are nothing. The Bible says the
key to changing anything is faith. We need to
know what our expectations are and what
road we are to follow to make sure that we
are on the right path, the path toward SAL-
VATION. This is what we should be working
and striving for. What we really need to do is
learn from our failures. If you ask any suc-
cessful business person how it’s done, the re-
sponse would be “Real success is built on fail-
ure.” Look at all the scientists and their in-
ventions: Do you think for one minute that
they didn’t have failures? Do you know that
Edison figured out the light bulb on his 200th
try? That means that he failed 199 times be-
fore he invented the light bulb. This example
shows that it’s always good to think of our
failures in life as EDUCATION.

Let’s make 2014 a year of life-changing de-
cisions that bring about a complete overhaul
in our lives. Now is the time for resolutions
and for taking charge of things, the time get
inspired to make the changes that you have
always desired.

I hope that the New Year brings only hap-
piness to you and not a single tear. May your
problems never again trouble you as you turn
to Christ with them. Now that the old year has
passed, let the past be over with. Let’s look
forward to all the possibilities that 2014
brings. Fill your life with cheer and happiness,
and may this year bring you joy and prosper-
ous results. Have a great and blessed New
Year!!!

The Full Christian Experience that God has Given Us!
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ª‹Ó˘Ì· ·Ô ÙÔÓ ¶·Ù¤Ú· ªÈ¯·‹Ï
¶ÚÈÓ ‰‡Ô ¯ÈÏÈ¿‰Â˜ ¯ÚfiÓÈ· Ô ∞fiÛÙÔÏÔ˜ ¶·‡ÏÔ˜ Â›Â

«•Â¯ÓÒÓÙ·˜ ÙÔ ·ÚÂÏıfiÓ Î·È ÂÈÎÂÓÙÚÒÓÔÓÙ·˜ ÙËÓ
ÚÔÛÔ¯‹ ÛÙÔ Ì¤ÏÏÔÓ, ÚÔ¯ˆÚÒ ÚÔ˜ ÙÔ ÛÙfi¯Ô Ô˘ Ô £Âfi˜
ÌÂ Î¿ÏÂÛÂ, ÚÔ˜ ÙË μ·ÛÈÏÂ›· ÙˆÓ √˘Ú·ÓÒÓ, ÛÙÔÓ πËÛÔ‡
ÃÚÈÛÙfi.» ºÈÏ. 3:13:14.

¶fiÛÔÈ ·fi ÂÌ¿˜,  ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ Î¿ÓÂÈ Ï¿ıË ÛÙË ˙ˆ‹ Ì·˜ ˆ˜
ÃÚÈÛÙÈ·ÓÔ›; ¶fiÛÔÈ ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ ‚ÈÒÛÂÈ ÔÏÏ¤˜ ·ÔÁÔËÙÂ‡ÛÂÈ˜ Î·È
·ÔÙ˘¯›Â˜ ÛÙË ˙ˆ‹ Ì·˜; ªÂÚÈÎ¤˜ ÊÔÚ¤˜ ÂÈÙÚ¤Ô˘ÌÂ ÛÙ·
Ï¿ıË ÙÔ˘ ·ÚÂÏıfiÓÙÔ˜ Ó· Ì·˜ ̆ Ô‰Ô˘ÏÒÓÔ˘Ó, ÛÂ ÛËÌÂ›Ô Ô˘
Ó· ÌËÓ  ·ÔÏ·Ì‚¿ÓÔ˘ÌÂ  ÙËÓ Ï‹ÚË ¯ÚÈÛÙÈ·ÓÈÎ‹ ÂÌÂÈÚ›·,
Ô˘ Ô £Âfi˜ Ì·˜ ¤¯ÂÈ ‰ÒÛÂÈ ÁÈ· Ó· ¯·ÚÔ‡ÌÂ. ∫·Ù¿ πˆ¿ÓÓË
10:10, Ô πËÛÔ‡˜ Â›Â: ™˘Ì¤Ú·Ó·, Ô,ÙÈ ÌÔÚÂ›ÙÂ Ó· ¤¯ÂÙÂ ̇ ˆ‹
Î·È Ó· ÙËÓ ¤¯ÂÙÂ ÂÓ ·ÊıÔÓ›·», Ú¿ÁÌ· Ô˘ ÛËÌ·›ÓÂÈ Ô,ÙÈ
ı¤ÏÂÈ Ó· ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ ¤Ó· Ó¤Ô ÍÂÎ›ÓËÌ· ÛÙË ˙ˆ‹, ÙÔ 2014. √ ›‰ÈÔ˜
Ô ÃÚÈÛÙfi˜ ·ÓÙÈÏ·Ì‚¿ÓÂÙ·È ÙËÓ ·ÓıÚÒÈÓË ·‰˘Ó·Ì›· Ì·˜ Î·È
ÙÈ˜ ·ÓÙÔ¯¤˜  Ì·˜. ŸÏÔÈ ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ ‚¿ÏÂÈ ÛÙfi¯Ô˘˜  ÛÙÔ ·ÚÂÏıfiÓ
Î·È ›Ûˆ˜ ‰ÂÓ ÙÔ˘˜ ÙËÚ‹Û·ÌÂ. √ £Âfi˜ ı¤ÏÂÈ Ó· ÍÂÎÈÓ‹ÛÂÈ ÙÔ
2014 ÌÂ ÌÈ· Ó¤· ÚÔÔÙÈÎ‹ ÛÙË ˙ˆ‹. ∞Ó Î¿Ó·ÌÂ Ï¿ıË ÛÙÔ
·ÚÂÏıfiÓ, ı¤ÏÂÈ Ó· Ù· ‰ÈÔÚıÒÛÔ˘ÌÂ Î·È Ó· ÚÔ¯ˆÚ‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ.
∫ÔÈÙ¿ÍÙÂ ÙÈ Ï¤ÂÈ ÛÙÔÓ ∏Û·˝· 43:18: “•Â¯¿ÛÙÂ fi,ÙÈ ¤¯ÂÈ Û˘Ì‚Â›
ÛÙÔ ·ÚÂÏıfiÓ. ªËÓ ÎÔÏÏ¿ÙÂ ÛÙÔ ·ÚÂÏıfiÓ “√ £Âfi˜
ÂÓ‰È·Ê¤ÚÂÙ·È ÂÚÈÛÛfiÙÂÚÔ ÁÈ· ÙÔ ·ÚfiÓ Î·È ÙÔ Ì¤ÏÏÔÓ Û·˜
·Ú¿ ÁÈ·  ÙÔ  ·ÚÂÏıfiÓ Û·˜. º˘ÛÈÎ¿, ÙÔ ·ÚÂÏıfiÓ Â›Ó·È
Â›ÛË˜ ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎfi, ·ÏÏ¿ ·˜ ÌËÓ ÛÙ·ıÔ‡ÌÂ ÛÙÔ ·ÚÂÏıfiÓ.

¶·Ú·ı¤Ùˆ  ÌÂÚÈÎ¤˜ ·fi ÙÈ˜ Î·ÎÔ˘¯›Â˜  Ô˘ ›Ûˆ˜ ‚ÈÒÛ·ÙÂ
Ù· ÙÂÏÂ˘Ù·›· ¯ÚfiÓÈ·. ªÔÚÂ› Ó· Â›¯·ÙÂ ÔÈÎÔÓÔÌÈÎ¤˜
‰˘Û¯¤ÚÂÈÂ˜  ‹ Î¿ÔÈ· ·ÔÙ˘¯ËÌ¤ÓË Û¯¤ÛË, ¤Ó· Úfi‚ÏËÌ· ÛÙÔ
Á¿ÌÔ Û·˜ ‹ ¤Ó· ÓÂ˘Ì·ÙÈÎfi Úfi‚ÏËÌ·. ªÔÚÂ› Ó· ¤¯ÂÙÂ
Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎ¿ Î·Â› Î·È ›Ûˆ˜ ¤¯ÂÙÂ ¿ÚÂÈ Î¿ÔÈÂ˜ ·ÔÊ¿ÛÂÈ˜
Ô˘ ÓÙÚ¤ÂÛÙÂ, Î·È ÂÏ›˙ÂÙÂ, Î·ÓÂ›˜ ÔÙ¤ Ó· ÌËÓ ÙÈ˜ ·Ó·-
Î·Ï‡„ÂÈ. ∞ÓÂÍ¿ÚÙËÙ· ·fi ÙËÓ ·ÔÙ˘¯›· Ô˘ Â›¯·ÙÂ ÛÙË ˙ˆ‹
Û·˜, ·Ï¿ ÛÙ·Ì·ÙÂ›ÛÙÂ  ÙÈ˜ ‰ÈÎ·ÈÔÏÔÁ›Â˜, ÛÙ·Ì·ÙÂ›ÛÙÂ  Ó·
Î·ÙËÁÔÚÂ›ÙÂ  ÙÔ˘˜ ¿ÏÏÔ˘˜ Î·È ÛÙ·Ì·ÙÂ›ÛÙÂ  Ó· ıÂˆÚÂ›ÙÂ ÙÔÓ
Â·˘Ùfi Û·˜ ı‡Ì· ÙˆÓ ÂÚÈÛÙ¿ÛÂˆÓ. ™‹ÌÂÚ·, ÛÙËÓ ÎÔÈÓˆÓ›·
Ô˘ ˙Ô‡ÌÂ, ¤¯Ô˘ÌÂ ·ÓıÚÒÔ˘˜ Ô˘ ı¤ÏÔ˘Ó Ó· Ì·˜ ‚Ï¿„Ô˘Ó,
Î·È Ó· Î·Ù·ÛÙÚ¤„Ô˘Ó ÙËÓ ÚÔÛˆËÎfiÙËÙ¿ Ì·˜, ÙË Ê‹ÌË Ì·˜.
∞ÏÏ¿ Ó· ı˘Ì¿ÛÙÂ, ÙÔ ÌfiÓÔ ÚfiÛˆÔ Ô˘ ÌÔÚÂ› Ó·
Î·Ù·ÛÙÚ¤„ÂÈ ÙË ˙ˆ‹ Û·˜ Â›ÛÙÂ ∂™∂π™ ÔÈ ›‰ÈÔÈ.

√ Î·ı¤Ó·˜  Ì·˜  Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· Î¿ÓÂÈ ÌÈ· ÂÈÏÔÁ‹ ÁÈ· ÙÔ Ò˜
ı· ·ÓÙ·ÔÎÚÈıÂ› ÛÂ fiÏÔ ÙÔÓ fiÓÔ Î·È ÙÈ˜ ‰˘Û¯¤ÚÂÈÂ˜ Ô˘
ÂËÚÂ¿˙Ô˘Ó ÙË ˙ˆ‹ Ì·˜. ™ÙÈ˜ ¶·Ú·‚ÔÏ¤˜  28:13 ·Ó·Ê¤ÚÂÈ,

“ŒÓ·˜ ¿ÓıÚˆÔ˜ Ô˘ ·ÚÓÂ›Ù·È Ó· ·Ú·‰Â¯ıÂ› Ù· Ï¿ıË ÙÔ˘,
‰ÂÓ ÌÔÚÂ› ÔÙ¤ Ó· Â›Ó·È ÂÈÙ˘¯ËÌ¤ÓÔ˜, ·ÏÏ¿ ·Ó Ù·
ÂÍÔÌÔÏÔÁÂ›Ù·È  Î·È Ù·  ·Ê‹ÓÂÈ, ÙfiÙÂ ¤¯ÂÈ  ¿ÏÏË ÌÈ· Â˘Î·ÈÚ›·
ÛÙË ˙ˆ‹.

∏ ¶ÚˆÙÔ¯ÚÔÓÈ¿ ÙÔ˘ 2014 Â›Ó·È Ï¤ÔÓ Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎfiÙËÙ·.
∂›Ó·È ÛÙÔ ̄ ¤ÚÈ Ì·˜ ·Ó ı¤ÏÔ˘ÌÂ Ó· Î¿ÓÔ˘ÌÂ ÌÈ· Ó¤· ·Ú¯‹  ÛÙË
˙ˆ‹ Ì·˜. ¶Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· Ì¿ıÔ˘ÌÂ ·fi Ù· Ï¿ıË ÙÔ˘ ·ÚÂÏıfiÓÙÔ˜
Ì·˜. ΔÔ‡ÙË Ë ¡¤· ÃÚÔÓÈ¿,  ‰›ÓÂÈ ÛÂ fiÏÔ˘˜ Ì·˜ ÙËÓ Â˘Î·ÈÚ›·
Ó· ¤ÚıÔ˘ÌÂ ÈÔ ÎÔÓÙ¿ ÛÙÔ £Âfi, Î·È Ó· Û˘ÓÂÈ‰ËÙÔÔÈ‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ
fiÙÈ ¯ˆÚ›˜ ∞˘ÙfiÓ ‰ÂÓ Â›Ì·ÛÙÂ Ù›ÔÙ·. ∏ ∞Á›· °Ú·Ê‹ Ï¤ÂÈ fiÙÈ
ÙÔ ÎÏÂÈ‰› ÁÈ· Ó· ·ÏÏ¿ÍÂÈ Ô,ÙÈ‰‹ÔÙÂ ÛÙË ˙ˆ‹ Ì·˜, Â›Ó·È Ë
›ÛÙË. ¶Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· ÁÓˆÚ›˙Ô˘ÌÂ ÔÈÂ˜ Â›Ó·È ÔÈ ÚÔÛ‰ÔÎ›Â˜ Ì·˜
Î·È ÙÔ ‰ÚfiÌÔ Ô˘ Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· ·ÎÔÏÔ˘ı‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ , fiˆ˜ Â›ÔÛË˜
Ó· ‚Â‚·ÈˆıÔ‡ÌÂ fiÙÈ Â›Ì·ÛÙÂ ÛÙÔ ÛˆÛÙfi ‰ÚfiÌÔ ÚÔ˜ ÙË
™øΔ∏ƒπ∞.

°È· ÙÔ ÛÎÔfi ·˘Ùfi Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· ÌÔ¯ıÔ‡ÌÂ  Î·È Ó·
·ÁˆÓÈ˙fiÌ·ÛÙÂ ΔÔ ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎfiÙÂÚÔ Ô˘ Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· Î¿ÓÔ˘ÌÂ
Â›Ó·È Ó· Ì¿ıÔ˘ÌÂ ·fi Ù· Ï¿ıË Ì·˜. ∞Ó ÚˆÙ‹ÛÂÙÂ
ÔÔÈÔÓ‰‹ÔÙÂ ÂÈÙ˘¯ËÌ¤ÓÔ ÂÈ¯ÂÈÚËÌ·Ù›·, ÙÔ Ì˘ÛÙÈÎfi ÙË˜
ÂÈÙ˘¯›·˜ ÙÔ˘,  ı· Û·˜ ¤ÏÂÁÂ, «Ë Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎ‹ ÂÈÙ˘¯›·
ÛÙËÚ›˙ÂÙ·È ÛÂ ·ÔÙ˘¯›·». ∫ÔÈÙ¿ÍÙÂ fiÏÔ˘˜ ÙÔ˘˜ ÂÈÛÙ‹ÌÔÓÂ˜
Î·È ÙÈ˜ ÂÊÂ˘Ú¤ÛÂÈ˜ ÙÔ˘˜, ÈÛÙ¤„·ÙÂ  ¤ÛÙˆ Î·È ÁÈ· ¤Ó· ÏÂÙfi
fiÙÈ ‰ÂÓ Â›¯·Ó ·ÔÙ˘¯›Â˜; •¤ÚÂÙÂ fiÙÈ Ô ŒÓÙÈÛÔÓ ÂÊÂ‡ÚÂ ÙËÓ
ËÏÂÎÙÚÈÎ‹  Ï¿Ì· ÛÙË 200Ë ÚÔÛ¿ıÂÈ¿ ÙÔ˘;  ¶Ú¿ÁÌ· Ô˘
ÛËÌ·›ÓÂÈ fiÙÈ Â›¯Â 199  ·ÔÙ˘¯›Â˜  ÚÈÓ  Ó· ÂÊÂ‡ÚÂÈ ÙË
ÙÂÏÂÈÔÔÈËÌ¤ÓË Ï¿Ì·. ∂›Ó·È Î·Ïfi Ó· ÌËÓ ÙÈ˜ ÔÓÔÌ¿˙Ô˘ÌÂ
·ÔÙ˘¯›Â˜ ÙË˜ ˙ˆ‹˜, ·ÏÏ¿ Ó· ÙÈ˜ ·ÔÎ·ÏÔ‡ÌÂ
∂∫¶∞π¢∂À™∏.

ΔÔ ¡¤Ô ¤ÙÔ˜ 2014, ·˜ Á›ÓÂÈ  ÌÈ· ¯ÚÔÓÈ¿  ·ÏÏ·Á‹˜ ÛÙË ˙ˆ‹
Ì·˜,  ÌÂ Ó¤Ô˘˜ ÛÙfi¯Ô˘˜ Î·È ·ÔÊ¿ÛÂÈ˜ , Ô˘ ı· Ê¤ÚÔ˘Ó ÌÈ·
Ï‹ÚË ·Ó·Á¤ÓÓËÛË ÛÙË ˙ˆ‹ Û·˜.  ªÈ· ¯ÚÔÓÈ¿  ÛÙfi¯ˆÓ  ÌÂ ÙË
ÛÎ¤„Ë fiÙÈ  ı· ÚÔÛ·ı‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ Ó· ·Ó·Ï¿‚Ô˘ÌÂ ÙËÓ Â˘ı‡ÓË
ÙˆÓ Ú¿ÍÂÒÓ Ì·˜  Ô˘ ı·  Î·Ù·Ï‹ÍÔ˘Ó  Û ÙÈ˜ ·ÏÏ·Á¤˜.

∂Ï›˙ˆ ÙÔ Ó¤Ô ¤ÙÔ˜ Ó· Û·˜ Ê¤ÚÂÈ ÌfiÓÔ Â˘Ù˘¯›·, Î·È Ô‡ÙÂ
¤Ó·  ‰¿ÎÚ˘. ∂‡¯ÔÌ·È  Ó· ÌËÓ Û·˜ Í·Ó·ÂÓÔ¯Ï‹ÛÔ˘Ó
ÚÔ‚Ï‹Ì·Ù·. √  ·ÏÈfi˜ Ô  ̄ ÚfiÓÔ˜, ·˜ ÂÚ¿ÛÂÈ ÛÙÔ ·ÚÂÏıfiÓ.
∞˜ ÎÔÈÙ¿ÍÔ˘ÌÂ ÚÔ˜ Ù· ÂÌÚfi˜  fiÏÂ˜ ÙÈ˜ ‰˘Ó·ÙfiÙËÙÂ˜ Ô˘
Ê¤ÚÓÂÈ Ë Ó¤· ¯ÚÔÓÈ¿.  °ÂÌÂ›ÛÙÂ  ÙË ˙ˆ‹ Û·˜ ÌÂ ¯·Ú¿ Î·È
Â˘Ù˘¯›·.  ΔÔ Ó¤Ô ¤ÙÔ˜ Ó·  Â›Ó·È Â˘Ù˘¯ÈÛÌ¤ÓÔ Î·È
ÚÔÛÔ‰ÔÊfiÚÔ.

™·˜ Â‡¯ÔÌ·È Î·Ïfi Î·È Â˘ÏÔÁËÌ¤ÓÔ ÙÔ ¡¤Ô ŒÙÔ˜, 2014.

∏ μ¿ÊÙÈÛË ÙÔ˘ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ | £ÂÔÊ¿ÓÂÈ·
∞fi ÙÔÓ ÚÒÙÔ ·ÈÒÓ· ÙË˜ ̄ ÚÈÛÙÈ·ÓÈÎ‹˜ ∂ÎÎÏËÛ›·˜, ̆ ‹ÚÍÂ

¿ÓÙ· «∏ ∂ÔÚÙ‹ ÙˆÓ ºÒÙˆÓ.» ™ÙÔ ‚¿ıÔ˜ ÙÔ˘ ¯ÂÈÌÒÓ·,
ÁÈÔÚÙ¿˙Ô˘ÌÂ ÙËÓ ¤ÏÂ˘ÛË ÙÔ˘ ÀÈÔ‡ ÙÔ˘ £ÂÔ‡, ‰ËÏ·‰‹ ÙÔÓ
ÂÚ¯ÔÌfi ÙÔ˘ ÛÙÔÓ ÎfiÛÌÔ ˆ˜ Ô ¿Ó‰Ú·˜ πËÛÔ‡˜ ÃÚÈÛÙfi˜, Î·È
Ù· ÚÒÙ· ¯ÚfiÓÈ· ÙÔ˘ Ì¤¯ÚÈ Î·È ÙËÓ ‚·ÊÙÈÛ‹
ÙÔ˘ ÛÙÔÓ πÔÚ‰¿ÓË ¶ÔÙ·Ìfi, Ë ÔÔ›·
ÚÔ·Ó‹ÁÁÂÈÏÂ ÙËÓ ·Ú¯‹ ÙË˜ ‰È·ÎÔÓ›·˜ ÙÔ˘
πËÛÔ‡ ÛÙË ÁË.

∫·Ù¿ ÙË ‰È¿ÚÎÂÈ· ÙˆÓ ·ÈÒÓˆÓ, ‰È¿ÊÔÚÂ˜
Ù˘¯¤˜ ÙˆÓ ÚÒÙˆÓ ¯ÚfiÓˆÓ ÙÔ˘ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡
¯ˆÚ›ÛÙËÎ·Ó ÛÂ ÂÈÌ¤ÚÔ˘˜ ÁÈÔÚÙ¤˜ ÛÂ
‰È·ÊÔÚÂÙÈÎ¤˜ ËÌ¤ÚÂ˜: ∏ °¤ÓÓËÛ‹ ÙÔ˘, Ë
∂›ÛÎÂ„Ë ÙˆÓ ª¿ÁˆÓ, Ë ¶·ÚÔ˘Û›·Û‹ ÙÔ˘ ÛÙÔ
¡·fi, Î·È Ë ÂÚÈÙÔÌ‹ ÙÔ˘. ŸÌˆ˜, Ë Î‡ÚÈ·
ÂÎ‰‹ÏˆÛË ÙË˜ ∂ÔÚÙ‹˜ ÙˆÓ ºÒÙˆÓ—Ë μ¿ÙÈÛË
ÙÔ˘ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡—Û˘Ó¤¯ÈÛÂ Ó· ÁÈÔÚÙ¿˙ÂÙ·È ÛÙÈ˜ 6
π·ÓÔ˘·Ú›Ô˘. °È·Ù› Â›Ó·È ·˘Ùfi ÙÔ ÁÂÁÔÓfi˜ ÙfiÛÔ
ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎfi;

∏ ÂÎ‰‹ÏˆÛË Ô˘ ‰Â›¯ÓÂÈ Ë ÂÈÎfiÓ· Â›Ó·È ·˘Ù‹
Ô˘ ÂÚÈÁÚ¿ÊÂÙ·È ÛÙ· ∂˘·ÁÁ¤ÏÈ· ÙÔ˘
ª·Ùı·›Ô˘, ÙÔ˘ ª¿ÚÎÔ˘ Î·È ÙÔ˘ §Ô˘Î¿. ∂‰Ò
Â›Ó·È Ë ¤Î‰ÔÛË ÙÔ˘ ª·Ùı·›Ô˘:

ΔfiÙÂ ¤Ú¯ÂÙ·È Ô πËÛÔ‡˜ ·fi ÙËÓ °·ÏÈÏ·›·Ó
ÂÈ˜ ÙÔÓ πÔÚ‰¿ÓËÓ ÚÔ˜ ÙÔÓ πˆ¿ÓÓË, ‰È· Ó·
‚·ÊÙÈÛı‹ ·fi ·˘ÙfiÓ. √ πˆ¿ÓÓË˜ fiÌˆ˜ ÙÔÓ
ÂÌfi‰È˙Â ÌÂ ÂÈÌÔÓ‹ Î·È ¤ÏÂÁÂ, «∂ÁÒ, Ô
·ÙÂÏ‹˜ Î·È ·‰‡Ó·ÙÔ˜ ¿ÓıÚˆÔ˜, ¤¯ˆ ·Ó¿ÁÎË Ó·
‚·ÊÙÈÛıÒ ·fi Û¤, Î·È Û‡, Ô ·Ó·Ì¿ÚÙËÙÔ˜ Î·È Ù¤ÏÂÈÔ˜,
¤Ú¯ÂÛ·È Ó· ‚·ÙÈÛı‹˜ ·fi ÂÌ¤;»

™˘Ó¤¯ÂÈ· ÛÙËÓ ÛÂÏ›‰· 8

∞¿ÓÙËÛÂ Ô πËÛÔ‡˜ Î·È Â›Â ÚÔ˜ ·˘ÙfiÓ, «ŒÙÛÈ
Â›Ó·È, ·ÏÏ¿ ¿ÊËÛÂ ÙÒÚ· Ù·˜ ·ÓÙÈÚÚ‹ÛÂÈ˜ Î·È ÌË
Ê¤ÚÓÂÈ˜ ‰˘ÛÎÔÏ›Â˜ ÂÈ˜ ÙÔ ‚¿ÊÙÈÛÌ¿ ÌÔ˘ ‰ÈfiÙÈ ¤ÙÛÈ
Ú¤ÂÈ, Î·È ÁÈ· Ì¤Ó· Î·È ÁÈ· Û¤Ó·, Ó· ÂÎÏËÚÒÛˆ

Î¿ıÂ ÂÓÙÔÏ‹ ÙÔ˘ £ÂÔ‡». ΔfiÙÂ Ô πˆ·ÓÓ‹˜ ÙÔÓ
¿ÊËÛÂ Ó· ‚·ÊÙÈÛı‹. ŸÙ·Ó Â‚·ÊÙ›ÛıË,
‚Á‹ÎÂ ·Ì¤Ûˆ˜ ·fi ÙÔ ÓÂÚfi. ∫·È È‰Ô‡, ÔÈ
Ô˘Ú·ÓÔ› ¿ÓÔÈÍ·Ó ¯¿ÚÈÓ ·˘ÙÔ‡ Î·È Â›‰Â ÙÔ
¶ÓÂ‡Ì· ÙÔ˘ £ÂÔ‡ Ó· Î·ÙÂ‚·›ÓÂÈ ÛÂ ÌÔÚÊ‹
ÂÚÈÛÙÂÚ¿˜ Î·È Ó· ¤Ú¯ÂÙ·È Â¿Óˆ ÂÈ˜ ·˘ÙfiÓ.
∫·È Í·ÊÓÈÎ¿ ·ÎÔ‡ÛÙËÎÂ ÌÈ· ÊˆÓ‹ ·fi ÙÔ˘˜
Ô˘Ú·ÓÔ‡˜, Ô ÔÔ›Ô˜ ¤ÏÂÁÂ: «∞˘Ùfi˜ Â›Ó·È Ô
ÀÈfi˜ ÌÔ˘ Ô ·Á·ËÌ¤ÓÔ˜, ÛÙÔÓ ÔÔ›ÔÓ Â›Ì·È
ÔÏ‡ Â˘¯·ÚÈÛÙËÌ¤ÓÔ˜.» (ª·Ùı. 3:13–17)

∞˘Ù¿ Â›Ó·È ÏÔÈfiÓ Ë ∂ÔÚÙ‹ ÙˆÓ £ÂÔÊ·ÓÂ›ˆÓ
(·ÔÎ¿Ï˘„Ë) ÙË˜ ∞Á›·˜ ΔÚÈ¿‰Ô˜, Ë ÔÔ›·
Î˘ÚÈÔÏÂÎÙÈÎ¿ ÛËÌ·›ÓÂÈ «·ÔÎ¿Ï˘„Ë ÙÔ˘ £ÂÔ‡»
ÛÙ· ÂÏÏËÓÈÎ¿. ™ÙËÓ ÂÈÎfiÓ· ·ÂÈÎÔÓ›˙ÂÙ·È fiÏË Ë
∞Á›· ΔÚÈ¿‰· (Î¿ÙÈ Û¿ÓÈÔ ÛÙËÓ √Úıfi‰ÔÍË
ÂÈÎÔÓÔÁÚ·Ê›·): Ô £Âfi˜ Ô ¶·Ù¤Ú·˜, ÂÌÊ·ÓÈ-
˙fiÌÂÓÔ˜ ÛÙËÓ ·ÊËÚËÌ¤ÓË ˆ˜ ¤ÎÚËÍË ÛÙÔ
·ÓıÚÒÈÓÔ ÎfiÛÌÔ, ÛÙËÓ ÎÔÚ˘Ê‹ ÙË˜ Û‡ÓıÂÛË˜Ø
Ô £Âfi˜ ÙÔ ÕÁÈÔ ¶ÓÂ‡Ì·, ÌÂ ÙË ÌÔÚÊ‹
ÂÚÈÛÙÂÚÈÔ‡Ø Î·È Ô £Âfi˜ Ô ÀÈfi˜, Ô ÃÚÈÛÙfi˜, ÛÙË
Ì¤ÛË ÙÔ˘ ¶ÔÙ·ÌÔ‡ πÔÚ‰¿ÓË.

ΔÔ ·Ú¿‰ÔÍÔ ÙÔ˘ Ú¿ÁÌ·ÙÔ˜ Ê·›ÓÂÙ·È Î·È
ÛÙËÓ ÂÈÎfiÓ· fiÔ˘ Ô πËÛÔ‡˜ ÃÚÈÛÙfi˜ ·ÔÎ·Ï‡ÙÂÙ·È ˆ˜ £Âfi˜
Ì¤Ûˆ ÌÈ·˜ Ú¿ÍË˜ ˘Ô‚ÔÏ‹˜ ÛÂ ¤Ó·Ó ·Ïfi ¿ÓıÚˆÔ, ÙÔÓ
πˆ¿ÓÓË. ∞Ó Î·È Ô πˆ¿ÓÓË˜ ‚·ÊÙ›˙ÂÈ ÙÔÓ ÃÚÈÛÙfi, Â›Ó·È Ô



π∞¡OÀ∞ƒπO™ 2014 K O I N ø N I ∞K O I N ø N I ∞K O I N ø N I ∞K O I N ø N I ∞K O I N ø N I ∞ 3



4 K O I N ø N I ∞K O I N ø N I ∞K O I N ø N I ∞K O I N ø N I ∞K O I N ø N I ∞ JANUARY 2014

The Baptism of Christ | Theophany
COMMUNITY NEWS  ✧  ∫Oπ¡OΔπ∫∞ ¡∂A

From the first century of the Christian Church, the faith-
ful have always observed “The Festival of Lights.” In the
deep Midwinter, this feast celebrates the advent of the
Son of God, his coming into the
world as Jesus Christ, and his early
years up to and including his baptism
in the Jordan, which heralded the be-
ginning of Jesus’s ministry on earth.

Over the centuries, various as-
pects of Christ’s early years were
separated into individual feasts ob-
served on different days: his Nativity,
the Visitation of the Magi, his pre-
sentation in the Temple, and his cir-
cumcision. But the principal event of
the Feast of Lights—Christ’s Bap-
tism—was always commemorated
on January 6. Why is this event so
important?

The event depicted in the icon is
that described in the Gospels of Mat-
thew, Mark, and Luke; here is
Matthew’s version:

Then Jesus came from Galilee
to John at the Jordan to be bap-
tized by him. And John tried to
prevent Him, saying, “I need to
be baptized by You, and are
You coming to me?”

“But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit
it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to ful-
fill all righteousness.” Then he allowed Him.
When He had been baptized, Jesus came up im-
mediately from the water; and behold, the heav-
ens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of
God descending like a dove and alighting upon
Him. And suddenly a voice came from heaven,
saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased.” (Mt 3:13–17)

This, then, is the Epiphany (revelation) of the Holy Trin-
ity, otherwise known as Theophany, which literally means
a “revelation of God” in Greek (£ÂÔÊ¿ÓÂÈ·). The icon de-
picts the Holy Trinity (something rare in Orthodox iconog-
raphy): God the Father, shown in the abstract bursting into
the human realm, at the very top of the composition; God
the Holy Spirit, in the form of a dove; and God the Son,
Christ, in the midst of the Jordan River.

The paradox that Jesus Christ might be revealed as God
through an act of submission to a mere man, John, is shown
well in the icon. Though John is baptizing Christ, it is the
former who is shown bent over in reverence to the latter.
In other icons, John is shown with his face turned toward
heaven and beholding the miracle of the Theophany; either
way, despite being the Baptizer, he is not central to the
scene. Near John is a tree with an axe laid at the root, re-
calling John’s own preaching to those who came to him:
“And now also the ax is laid to the root of the trees: there-
fore every tree which brings not forth good fruit is hewn

down, and cast into the fire” (Mt 3:10). In the icon, this
detail shows that although the Baptizer must now “decrease
so Christ may increase,” John’s teachings and role are not

done away with now that the Holy
Trinity has been revealed. On the
bank opposite John the Baptist, an-
gels wait invisibly to receive the
newly baptized Christ and clothe
Him. So on the left is the Forerunner
of Christ, John, his sermon of repen-
tance represented by the tree and axe;
on the right are the angels, who wait
in reverence to accept the newly re-
vealed Son of God. In the middle is
the moment of revelation itself.
Jesus Christ, despite being submerged
in the Jordan, is shown standing up
and staring straight at us. His body is
depicted as strong and beautiful, as it
is understood classically, and in older
icons He is naked. Christ appears al-
most as wide as the river Jordan it-
self—indeed, it is as though Jesus
Christ, rather than the river, is cutting
a swath through the rocky wilderness
on either side.

The Icon of the Theophany, in ad-
dition to depicting the Holy Trinity,
also answers the question of the
Forerunner: I need to be baptized by

You, and are You coming to me? The answer is in what
Christ does with his hands. Whereas in Western art, Jesus
is shown submitting to John’s authority, in Orthodox icons
Christ’s hands are shown not in prayer but in a sign of
blessing. Rather than the waters of the Jordan cleansing
Christ, it is Christ who purifies and blesses the waters. This
is why at the bottom of most Theophany icons, terrible
little creatures appear to be fleeing from the feet of Christ;
they represent the Jordan itself and sometimes the sea. This
is a reflection of the words of the Psalmist regarding the
Messiah, the Christ: “The sea saw and fled, the Jordan
turned back” (Ps 114:3).

This is the depth and profundity of the Baptism of Christ,
the Feast of Lights that revealed the Holy Trinity and
cleansed the waters of baptism so that we, like the fish
shown in the icon, may swim in pure waters.
Of old, the river Jordan
Turned back before Elisha’s mantle at Elijah’s ascension.
The waters were parted in two
And the waterway became a dry path.
This is truly a symbol of baptism
By which we pass through this mortal l{Pe.
Christ has appeared in the Jordan to sanctify the waters!
(English text adapted from http://
iconreader.wordpress.com/2011/01/06/baptism-of-christ-
the-theophany-icon/)
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COMMUNITY NEWS  ✧  ∫Oπ¡OΔπ∫∞ ¡∂A
THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear parishioners,

Happy New Year to all! Once again
it is here: a brand new year, a brand new
start. Twelve months ahead of us to ac-
complish our new goals and make new
resolutions to succeed. But let us be
faithful to those resolutions and be firm
about them every day. Let’s be swayed
not by what is easy but by what is right.
Let not the toll of the day keep us from
meeting our goals.

I firmly believe that if we work to-
gether and take a step back to think, “Is this the right approach
to solving this problem? Is there a better way?” then we can
continue to accomplish the tasks before us.

May we live as God intended in the world, at peace and with
the awareness of his love in every sunset, every child’s smile,
and every wonderful, astonishing, miraculous beat of our
hearts.

Good health to everyone and their families, and again—a
very happy New Year to all!

In Christ
Demos Anastasiades

ª∏¡Àª∞ ∞¶O ΔO¡ ¶ƒ√∂¢ƒ√
∞Á·ËÙÔ› ÂÓÔÚ›ÙÂ˜,

™·˜ Â‡¯ÔÌ·È Â˘Ù˘¯ÈÛÌ¤ÓÔ ÙÔ ¡¤Ô ŒÙÔ˜! ª·˜ ‹ÏıÂ Î·È ¿ÏÈ ÌÈ· Ó¤·
¯ÚÔÓÈ¿, ¤Ó· Î·ÈÓÔ‡ÚÁÈÔ ÍÂÎ›ÓËÌ·.

Œ¯Ô˘ÌÂ ÌÚÔÛÙ¿ Ì·˜ ‰Ò‰ÂÎ· Ì‹ÓÂ˜, ÁÈ· Ó· ÔÏÔÎÏËÚÒÛÔ˘ÌÂ
ÙÔ˘˜ Ó¤Ô˘˜ Ì·˜ ÛÙfi¯Ô˘˜, Î·È Ó· ÙÔ˘˜ ÂÈÙ‡¯Ô˘ÌÂ. ∞ÏÏ¿ ı·
Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· Â›Ì·ÛÙÂ ÈÛÙÔ› ÛÙÈ˜ ·ÔÊ¿ÛÂÈ˜ Ì·˜, Î¿ıÂ ËÌ¤Ú·
ÛÙ·ıÂÚÔ› ÛÂ ·˘Ù¤˜.

∞˜  ÂËÚÂ·˙fiÌ·ÛÙÂ, fi¯È ·fi fi,ÙÈ Â›Ó·È Â‡ÎÔÏÔ, ·ÏÏ¿ ·fi fi,ÙÈ
Â›Ó·È ÛˆÛÙfi. Ÿ,ÙÈ Û˘Ì‚·›ÓÂÈ ÛÙË Î·ıËÌÂÚÈÓ‹ Ì·˜ ˙ˆ‹, ·˜ ÌËÓ
Ì·˜ ÂÌÔ‰›ÛÂÈ ÛÙËÓ ÔÚÂ›· ÙË˜ ÂÈÙ˘¯›·˜ ÙˆÓ ÛÙfi¯ˆÓ Ì·˜.

¶ÈÛÙÂ‡ˆ ·ÎÚ¿‰·ÓÙ· fi,ÙÈ, ·Ó ÂÚÁ·ÛÙÔ‡ÌÂ ·fi ÎÔÈÓÔ‡,
Î¿ÓÔ˘ÌÂ ¤Ó· ‚‹Ì· ›Ûˆ Î·È ÛÎÂÊıÔ‡ÌÂ, “∂›Ó·È ·˘Ù‹ Ë ÛˆÛÙ‹
ÚÔÛ¤ÁÁÈÛË ÁÈ· ÙËÓ Â›Ï˘ÛË ÙÔ˘ ÚÔ‚Ï‹Ì·ÙÔ˜; À¿Ú¯ÂÈ
Î·Ï‡ÙÂÚÔ˜ ÙÚfiÔ˜; «ÙfiÙÂ ÌÔÚÔ‡ÌÂ Ó· Û˘ÓÂ¯›ÛÔ˘ÌÂ Ó·
ÂÈÙÂÏÔ‡ÌÂ Ù·  Î·ı‹ÎÔÓÙ· Ì·˜.»

∞˜ ˙Ô‡ÌÂ fiˆ˜ Ô £Âfi˜ ÔÚ›˙ÂÈ, ÌÂ ÂÈÚ‹ÓË Î·È ÌÂ ÙË
Û˘ÓÂÈ‰ËÙÔÔ›ËÛË ÙË˜ ·Á¿Ë˜ ΔÔ˘ Î¿ıÂ ËÏÈÔ‚·Û›ÏÂÌ· ÙË˜ Ì¤Ú·˜,
ÌÂ ÙÔ ̄ ·ÌfiÁÂÏÔ Î¿ıÂ ·È‰ÈÔ‡, Î·È ÌÂ Î¿ıÂ ̆ ¤ÚÔ¯Ô, ÂÎÏËÎÙÈÎfi,
ı·˘Ì·ÙÔ˘ÚÁfi Ú˘ıÌfi ÙË˜ Î·Ú‰È¿˜ Ì·˜.

∫·Ï‹ ÀÁÂ›· ÛÂ Û·˜ Î·È ÙÈ˜ ÔÈÎÔÁ¤ÓÂÈ¤˜ Û·˜, Î·È Â˘Ù˘¯ÈÛÌ¤ÓÔ
ÙÔ ¡¤Ô ŒÙÔ˜ ÛÂ fiÏÔ˘˜!

ªÂ ·Á¿Ë ÂÓ ÃÚÈÛÙÒ
¢‹ÌÔ˜ ∞Ó·ÛÙ·ÛÈ¿‰Ë˜

PROTOPRESBYTER  FR.  MICHAEL  PASTRIKOS,  PASTOR
CHURCH OFFICE TELEPHONE: 410-633-5020 – CHURCH FAX: 410-633-4352 – CELL: 443-742-8314

www.stnicholasmd.org

CHURCH SECRETARY

MARIA SALPEAS

PARISH COUNCIL
DEMOS ANASTASIADES, PRESIDENT
GUS KARAGIANNOPOULOS, VICE PRESIDENT
STAMATIA IEROMONAHOS, RECORDING SECRETARY
CONSTANTINE FRANGOS, CORRESP’NG SECRETARY
POPI PARAGIOS, TREASURER
EMMANUEL DIACOGIANNIS, ASST. TREASURER
BOARD MEMBERS:
JOHN CHRISSOMALIS, SAM GLAVA, JOHN
KOROLOGOS, SPIROS MINAS, FRANK MITSOS,
DIMITRIOS STAKIAS, KYRIAKOS STAMOULIS,
EMMANUEL THEOHARIS

PHILOPTOCHOS
NORA KEFALAS, PRESIDENT
EVAGELIA SALIARIS, VICE PRES.
IRENE VASILIOS, 2ND VICE PRES.
CHRISTINE ZERVOS, TREASURER
PATTY ORFANOS, ASST. TREAS.
MARIA GIORGAKIS, REC. SEC.
RENEE THEMELIS, CORRES. SEC.
ZOE PERDIKAKIS, ADVISOR TO THE BOARD

PROTOPSALTI/CHOIR DIRECTOR
GEORGE ROSSIS
ASSISTANT PSALTI
GEORGE CHRISOVERGIS

ORGANIST
PETE BISBIKIS
SEXTON
STANLEY CAVOURAS
DIAMONDS
ROSE TSAKALOS, PRESIDENT
ROSE CORNIAS, VICE PRESIDENT
ANASTASIA HATZIEFTHIMIOU, SECRETARY
MARY SERAFIS, TREASURER
BOARD MEMBERS:
SOULA GIANNAKOULIAS, SOULA KAPETANAKOS,
EVE LALLAS, KELLY PAPADOPOULOS
G.O.Y.A.
ELENI KLOSTERIDIS, PRESIDENT
NICHOLAS KARELAS, VICE-PRESIDENT
GEORGE TOPOUZOGLOU, TREASURER
ARGIRI STAKIAS, CORRESP. SECRETARY
FOULA PROTOPAPAS, RECORDING SECRETARY
MEHALIS ARGETAKIS & IRENE GIORGAKIS, HISTORIAN
KOSTAS ORFANOS, SARGEANT AT ARMS
KELLY ARGETAKIS, DIRECTOR
ADVISORS: MARIA GIORGAKIS, EFTHIMIA ATSIDIS,
VIRGINIA POLYCHRONIS, KATINA PALAS, BECKY
ROSSIS-BARNES AND PATRICIA TOPOUZOGLOU.
J.O.Y
POPI PARAGIOS, PROGRAM COORDINATOR
YOUTH VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS:
FOULA PARAGIOS, RENE ANGELOS, KRISTINA
ANASTASIADES, KATERINA IEROMONAHOS

SUNDAY SCHOOL

KYRA KONDUDIS, NURSERY & PRE-K
LIA KARAGIANOPOULOS, NURSERY & PRE-K
YANA KARABELAS & NIKI CANNING, KINDERGARTEN
PENNY GERAPETRITIS, FIRST GRADE
ANTONIA SFIRIOU, SECOND GRADE
PHAEDRA AVGERINOS, THIRD GRADE
GEORGE KARAGIANOPOULOS, FOURTH GRADE
CHRISTINA ARAVIAKIS, FOURTH GRADE
VOULA G. SAKELAKIS, FIFTH GRADE
CHRISSY COSSIS, SIXTH GRADE
VASILI FILIPPOU, SEVENTH GRADE
EFFIE CANNING, EIGHTH GRADE
ELIAS COSSIS & ADAM AGAPIOS, NINTH GRADE
EMILY COSSIS, TENTH GRADE & CO-DIRECTOR
SOFIA GERAPETRITIS, CO-DIRECTOR

AFTERNOON GREEK SCHOOL

VASILIKI KALOGRANI, TEACHER
CHARA RONTOULI-BACHER, TEACHER
CHRISOVALANDOU DIAKOKOMNINOS, TEACHER
DESPINA CHATZAKOU-LARENTZOS, TEACHER
DR. ANASTACIA CHRYSSOS-LIVADITIS, TEACHER
GEORGIOS PAPACHARALAMPOUS, TEACHER

GREEK SCHOOL P.T.A.

VASSILIKI KOUMOUDIS, PTA PRESIDENT
AMALIA SYROPOULOS-KOSTRIVAS, VICE-PRESIDENT
FOULA GIORGAKIS-CEJPEK, SECRETARY
NANCY ANASTASIADES, TREASURER
SOPHIA GERAPETRITIS, ASSISTANT TREASURER

Mr. Demos Anastasiades & family wish everyone in the
community the best of everything for the New Year 2014!
Mr. & Mrs. Takis Papadopoulos wish a Happy and
Healthy New Year 2014 to the entire community of Saint
Nicholas!

Mr. & Mrs. Gus Karagiannopoulos & family wish the best
of everything to the entire family of St. Nicholas for the
New Year 2014!
Ms. Vasiliki Kalograni wishes Happy New Year to the
entire Community of St. Nicholas!

Accidentally Omitted from the Community Christmas Card was the following names:

Our Sincere Apologies for these Omissions.
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COMMUNITY NEWS  ✧  ∫Oπ¡OΔπ∫∞ ¡∂A
St. Nicholas Name Day Dance: Oh, What a Night!

The second floor of the
Greektown Square and
Event Center, also known

as the Plateia, was chris-
tened on Saturday,
December 7, 2013. Over
three
hundred
people
attended
the event
and danced
to the
music of
Power
Station
Entertain-
ment.
Everyone
enjoyed
themselves
and could not believe how
beautifully the second-
floor space had been
transformed into a winter
wonderland. The St.
Nicholas Name Day
Dance committee mem-
bers are extremely
thankful to all the indi-
viduals who volunteered
their time, talent, and
treasure to make this
event successful. They
would also like to thank
Frank Mitsos and his crew
for the wonderful meal
that was served. We
especially thank our
invaluable volunteers, the
Greektown Square and
Event Center Team, and
those who donated
according to our needs:
Volunteers:

Nikolas Anastasiades,
Kyriaki Kontoudis,
Stamatia Ieromonahos,
Eleni Karagianopoulos,
George Karagianopoulos,

Sofia Koumoudis, Popi
Paragios, Maria Salpeas,
and John Tsampos

Greektown
Square and
Event Center
Team:
Frank Mitsos,
Elaine Mitsos,
Pete
Chrisopoulos,
Pandelis
Hondrelis,
Panayiotis
Karabolas, Gus
and Sue
Karagianopoulos,
Nick Roros, and
Steve and Dina
Tsakalos.
Chandeliers:
Donated by
Kostas,

Michael, and Dimitrios
Apostolou in loving
memory of their parents,
William and Maria

Apostolou.
Catering supplies:
The Anastasiades-
Raimondi family provided
the tablecloths.
Ikaros provided the wait
staff.
John Korologos provided
the kitchen assistant.
Electrical:
Yianni
Atsidis
Pete Roros
Food/
Desserts:
Anastasiades-
Raimondi
family
Jimmy’s
Restaurant
of Fells
Point
Roza
Cornias
Sue
Karagianopoulos
Handmade
favors:
The

Karagianopoulos family
Silent Auction:
Nick Argetakis
Despina Cornias
Kostas & Kyriaki
Kountoudis
Kyra and Patricia
Kountoudis

Debbie Nazelrod
Dora Patras
John and Despina
Pikounis
Amalia Syropoulos-
Kostrivas
Tasos and Patricia
Topouzoglou
Decorations and ceiling
drapes donations:
Yianni & Efthimia Atsidis
Nick and Athina Forakis
Leo and Ester Gonano

Soulla
Kapetanakos
Apostolia
Karagianopoulos
Eleni
Karagianopoulos
Gus, Sue,
Lia, George
Karagianopoulos
Niko and
Vaso
Karanikolis
Vasiliki
Klosteridou
George,
Sofia
Koumoudis
Sotiri and
Vasso

Koumoudis
George and Rena
Koutsantonis
George and Despina
Nistazos
Foula Orfanos
Aris and Virginia
Polychronis
Soteri and Elia Reppas

George, Nickoletta Roros
Maria Salpeas
George, Linda Scandalis
Mary Serafis
Gus, Angela Skafianoudis
Tasos and Patricia
Topouzoglou
Linda Tsampos
Mike and Christina
Tsampos
Steven and Nitsa Zdziera
Sincere thanks again to
everyone from:
Demos Anastasiades,
chair, and from committee
members:
Nancy Anastasiades, Kelly
Argetakis, Efthimia
Atsidis, Yianni Atsidis,
Gus & Sue
Karagianopoulos, Virginia
Polychronis, Patricia
Topouzoglou, Amalia
Syropoulos-Kostrivas
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THANK YOU
The Bingo Committee—Rosa Cornias, Kelly Papadopoulos, and
Kiki Vavakas—would like to thank everyone who contributed in
any way to the last Bingo event, as well as those who attended,
in October 2013. The purpose of the event was to raise money
to purchase new chandeliers for our church. In order for us to
reach our goal, we will need to repeat our efforts, again and
again; the cost of the chandeliers is very high.
We thank you and hope that the New Year will be healthy and
prosperous for you and your families.

™∞™ ∂ÀÃ∞ƒπ™Δ√Àª∂

∏ ∂ÈÙÚÔ‹ Bingo—Ë ƒfi˙· ∫fiÚÓÈ·, Ë ∫¤ÏÏ˘ ¶··‰ÔÔ‡ÏÔ˘,
Î·È Ë ∫ÈÎ‹ μ·‚¿Î·—ı· ‹ıÂÏ·Ó Ó· Â˘¯·ÚÈÛÙ‹ÛÔ˘Ó fiÏÔ˘˜ fiÛÔÈ
Û˘Ó¤‚·Ï·Ó ÌÂ ÔÔÈÔ‰‹ÔÙÂ ÙÚfiÔ Î·È ·˘ÙÔ‡˜ Ô˘
·Ú·ÎÔÏÔ‡ıËÛ·Ó ÙËÓ ÙÂÏÂ˘Ù·›· Û˘ÁÎ¤ÓÙÚˆÛË ÙÔ˘ Bingo ÙÔÓ
√ÎÙÒ‚ÚÈÔ ÙÔ˘ 2013. √ ÛÎÔfi˜ ÙË˜ ÂÎ‰‹ÏˆÛË˜ ‹Ù·Ó Ó·
Û˘ÁÎÂÓÙÚˆıÔ‡Ó ¯Ú‹Ì·Ù· ÁÈ· Ó· ·ÁÔÚ·ÛÙÔ‡Ó Î·ÈÓÔ‡ÚÁÈÔÈ
ÔÏ˘¤Ï·ÈÔÈ ÁÈ· ÙËÓ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›· Ì·˜. °È· Ó· ÔÏÔÎÏËÚˆıÂ› Ô ÛÙfi¯Ô˜
·˘Ùfi˜, ı· Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· Â·Ó·ÏËÊıÔ‡Ó ÔÈ ÚÔÛ¿ıÂÈÂ˜ ÙË˜
ÂÈÙÚÔ‹˜, Í·Ó¿ Î·È Í·Ó¿, ‰Â‰ÔÌ¤ÓÔ˘ fiÙÈ Ë ÙÈÌ‹ Â›Ó·È ÔÏ‡
˘„ËÏ‹.
∂’ Â˘Î·ÈÚ›· ÙˆÓ ÂÔÚÙÒÓ, Ë ÂÈÙÚÔ‹ Â‡¯ÂÙ·È ÙÔ Ó¤Ô ¤ÙÔ˜ Ó·
Â›Ó·È ˘ÁÈ¤˜ Î·È ÚÔÛÔ‰ÔÊfiÚÔ ÁÈ· ÂÛ¿˜ Î·È Ù· Ì¤ÏË ÙË˜
ÔÈÎÔÁ¤ÓÂÈ¤˜ Û·˜.

DIAMONDS NEWS

Our annual Christmas and New Year’s luncheon will be held
Saturday, January 18, 2014, at 1 p.m. at Rosario’s Italian Kitchen
(7301 Pulaski Highway, Rosedale, MD). The luncheon will in-
clude, cream of crab soup, salad, an entree, dessert, coffee,
and refreshments. There will be a cash bar. A donation of $35.00
for the luncheon is requested. If you would like to join us but do
not have transportation to the luncheon, please contact the
church office (410–633–5020), and we would be happy to ar-
range transportation for you. Again, everyone is welcome to
join the celebration. May the spirit of Christmas be with you
throughout the New Year.
All the best,
Rose Tsakalos, President

¢π∞ª∞¡Δπ∞ ∞°π√À ¡π∫√§∞√À
ΔÔ ∂Ù‹ÛÈÔ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘ÁÂÓÓÈ¿ÙÈÎÔ/¶ÚˆÙÔ¯ÚÔÓÈ¿ÙÈÎÔ ÁÂ‡Ì· ÙÔ˘˜ ı·
Â›Ó·È ÙÔ ™¿‚‚·ÙÔ, 18 π·ÓÔ˘·Ú›Ô˘ 2014, ÛÙÈ˜ 1:00 ÛÙÔ πÙ·ÏÈÎfi
∂ÛÙÈ·ÙfiÚÈÔ Rosario’s (7301 Pulaski Highway, Rosedale, MD).
ΔÔ ÁÂ‡Ì· ı· ÂÚÈÏ·Ì‚¿ÓÂÈ Î·‚Ô˘ÚfiÛÔ˘·, Û·Ï¿Ù·, Î˘Ú›ˆ˜
È¿ÙÔ, ÂÈ‰fiÚÈÔ, Î·Ê¤ Î·È ·Ó·„˘ÎÙÈÎ¿. Cash Bar. H ÙÈÌ‹ Â›Ó·È
$35.00 ÙÔ ¿ÙÔÌÔ. ∞Ó ı· ı¤Ï·ÙÂ Ó· Â›ÛÙÂ Ì·˙› Ì·˜ ·ÏÏ¿ ‰ÂÓ
¤¯ÂÙÂ ÌÂÙ·ÊÔÚÈÎfi Ì¤ÛÔ ÁÈ· ÙÔ ÁÂ‡Ì·, ·Ú·Î·ÏÂ›ÛÙÂ Ó·
ÂÈÎÔÈÓˆÓ‹ÛÂÙÂ ÌÂ ÙÔ ÁÚ·ÊÂ›Ô ÙË˜ ÂÎÎÏËÛ›·˜ (410–633–5020)
Î·È ı· ¯·ÚÔ‡ÌÂ Ó· Û·˜ ÂÍ˘ËÚÂÙ‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ. ∫·È ¿ÏÈ, fiÏÔÈ Â›ÛÙÂ
Â˘ÚfiÛ‰ÂÎÙÔÈ Ó· Û˘ÌÌÂÙ¿Û¯ÂÙÂ ÛÙÔÓ ÂÔÚÙ·ÛÌfi. ™·˜
Â˘¯fiÌ·ÛÙÂ ∂˘Ù˘¯ÈÛÌ¤ÓÔ˜ Ô ∫·ÈÓÔ‡ÚÁÈÔ˜ ÃÚfiÓÔ˜, 2014.
ªÂ ÙÈ˜ Î·Ï‡ÙÂÚÂ˜ Â˘¯¤˜,
ƒfi˙· ΔÛ¿Î·ÏÔ˘, ¶ÚfiÂ‰ÚÔ˜

DAILY READINGS
“Is there an app for that?”
The Daily Readings App on your mobile device is the
easiest way to access the day’s Bible readings pre-
scribed by the Lectionary of the Greek Orthodox
Church. The Daily Readings App also lets you read

the lives of the saints and look up fasting guidelines for each
day right on your device. Download it here: http://
www.goarch.org/archdiocese/departments/internet/
mobileapps/dailyreadings.

KOINONIA SUBMISSIONS & DEADLINE
Your contributions are welcome!
Please submit articles, announcements, and high-quality digital
photos (with captions listing who, what, when, and where) to
the Koinonia staff by the 10th of each month so that they can
be included in the next issue.

Continued on next page

We work hard to bring you community news on time; please
honor this deadline!
Submissions may be brought to the church office or e-mailed to
Demos Anastasiades: demos@comcast.net.

HELP WANTED!
Do you enjoy snapping photos of the St. Nicholas family during
church and youth events? The Koinonia staff is searching for
an enthusiastic photographer who will volunteer to visually docu-
ment and report on community events. Please contact Demos
Anastasiades at 443-676-7556 or Stamatia Ieromonahos at 443-
742-2424.

GET TO KNOW YOUR GREEK ORTHODOX COMMUNITY
ONLINE!
Check out these sites for news and electronic re-
sources:
Metropolis of New Jersey:  www.nj.goarch.org/
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America:
www.goarch.org/

International Orthodox Christian Charities: www.iocc.org/

FESTIVAL REMINDER
Save the dates for the St. Nicholas Greek Folk Festival: June 5,
6, 7, and 8, 2014

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
The Sunday school teachers/staff want to say Thank You to all
of our students for the wonderful singing of Carols and Kalanta
by the Christmas tree in the Atrium on Sunday, Dec 15th.  The
desserts and hot chocolate were a hit with everyone who
stopped by to hear the beautiful singing. We also want to say
“Thank you” to our parents and teachers who brought a des-
sert.  We hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and look
forward to a Blessed New Year in 2014 for all.
Sunday school classes are back in session as of January 5th .
Please make Sunday a Family Day Priority by attending church
and bringing your sons/daughters to Sunday school.  Prepara-
tions are also under way for the upcoming St. John Chrysostom
Oratorical Festival.  The letter and topics will be given out to all
students from 4th to 10th Grades.   We urge you the parents to
encourage your son/daughter to participate in this worthwhile
event.  All students in these grades must select and write a
paper on one of the topics from the list.  This is part of their
grade for the year.  We also would like to have more of our
students from 6th to 10th grades actually participate in the Ora-
torical Festival which will take place in March or April.  More
information will be given in the February Koinonia. As a reminder,
scholarship money will be awarded to the top two finalists in the
Junior and Senior Divisions.
The tenth-grade class is working on their project of putting to-
gether a Nistisima/Lenten Cookbook. If you have not sent in
your recipe, please do so by February 21, 2014. Please include
your phone number. All recipes will be reviewed, and you will
be contacted if there are any questions. As indicated in the
December issue of the Koinonia, we would also like to include a

Students and staff singing the Kalanta around the Christmas tree.
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™˘Ó¤¯ÂÈ· ·Ô ÙËÓ ÛÂÏ›‰· 2
πˆ¿ÓÓË˜ Ô˘ ÂÌÊ·Ó›˙ÂÙ·È Ó· ÛÎ‡‚ÂÈ ÌÂ Â˘Ï¿‚ÂÈ· ÚÔ˜ ÙÔÓ
ÃÚÈÛÙfi. ™’ ¿ÏÏÂ˜ ÂÈÎfiÓÂ˜, Ô πˆ¿ÓÓË˜ ·ÚÔ˘ÛÈ¿˙ÂÙ·È ÌÂ ÙÔ
ÚfiÛˆfi ÙÔ˘ ÛÙÚ·ÌÌ¤ÓÔ ÚÔ˜ ÙÔÓ Ô˘Ú·Ófi Î·È ‚Ï¤ÔÓÙ·˜ ÙÔ
ı·‡Ì· ÙˆÓ £ÂÔÊ·ÓÂ›ˆÓ. ◊ ÌÂ ÙÔÓ ¤Ó· ÙÚfiÔ ‹ ÌÂ ÙÔÓ ¿ÏÏÔÓ,
·Ú¿ ÙÔ ÁÂÁÔÓfi˜ fiÙÈ Â›Ó·È Ô ‚·ÊÙÈÛÙ‹˜, Ô ›‰ÈÔ˜ ‰ÂÓ Â›Ó·È
ÎÂÓÙÚÈÎ‹˜ ÛËÌ·Û›·˜ ÛÙËÓ Û˘ÁÎÂÎÚÈÌ¤ÓË ÛÎËÓ‹. ∫ÔÓÙ¿ ÛÙÔÓ
πˆ¿ÓÓË Â›Ó·È ¤Ó· ‰¤ÓÙÚÔ ÌÂ ¤Ó· ÙÛÂÎÔ‡ÚÈ ÛÙË Ú›˙· ÙÔ˘,
˘ÂÓı˘Ì›˙ÔÓÙ·˜ ÙÔ Î‹Ú˘ÁÌ¿ ÙÔ˘ πˆ¿ÓÓË ÛÂ ÂÎÂ›ÓÔ˘˜ Ô˘
‹Úı·Ó Û’ ·˘ÙfiÓ: «∫·È ÙÒÚ· ÙÔ ÙÛÂÎÔ‡ÚÈ Â›Ó·È ÛÙË Ú›˙· ÙˆÓ
‰¤ÓÙÚˆÓ: ø˜ ÂÎ ÙÔ‡ÙÔ˘, Î¿ıÂ ‰¤ÓÙÚÔ Ô˘ ‰ÂÓ Ê¤ÚÓÂÈ Î·ÏÔ‡˜
Î·ÚÔ‡˜ Â›Ó·È Ï·ÍÂ˘Ì¤ÓÔ ÚÔ˜ Ù· Î¿Ùˆ, Î·È Ú›¯ÓÂÙ·È ÛÙË
ÊˆÙÈ¿» (ª·Ùı. 3:10). ™ÙËÓ ÂÈÎfiÓ·, Ë ÏÂÙÔÌ¤ÚÂÈ· ·˘Ù‹ ‰Â›¯ÓÂÈ
fiÙÈ ·Ó Î·È Ô ¶Úfi‰ÚÔÌÔ˜ Ú¤ÂÈ ÙÒÚ· «Ó· ÌÂÈˆıÂ› ÒÛÙÂ Ô
ÃÚÈÛÙfi˜ Ó· ·˘Í‹ıÂÈ,» ÔÈ ‰È‰·ÛÎ·Ï›Â˜ ÙÔ˘ Î·È Ô πˆ¿ÓÓË˜ Ô
›‰ÈÔ˜ ‰ÂÓ Á›ÓÔÓÙ·È ·Û‹Ì·ÓÙ· ÙÒÚ· Ô˘ Ë ∞Á›· ΔÚÈ¿‰· ¤¯ÂÈ
·ÔÎ·Ï˘ÊıÂ›. ™ÙËÓ fi¯ıË ·¤Ó·ÓÙÈ ·fi ÙÔÓ πˆ¿ÓÓË ÙÔÓ
¶Úfi‰ÚÔÌÔ, ¿ÁÁÂÏÔÈ ÂÚÈÌ¤ÓÔ˘Ó ·fiÚ·Ù· ÁÈ· Ó· Ï¿‚Ô˘Ó ÙÔ Ó¤Ô
‚·ÊÙÈÛÙ‹, ÙÔÓ ÃÚÈÛÙfi, Î·È Ó· ÙÔÓ ÓÙ‡ÛÔ˘Ó. ŒÙÛÈ, ·ÚÈÛÙÂÚ¿
‚Ú›ÛÎÂÙ·È Ô ¶Úfi‰ÚÔÌÔ˜ ÙÔ˘ Ô›Ô˘ ÙÔ Î‹Ú˘ÁÌ· ÙË˜ ÌÂÙ¿ÓÔÈ·˜
·ÓÙÈÚÔÛˆÂ‡ÂÙ·È ·fi ÙÔ ‰¤ÓÙÚÔ Î·È ÙÔ ÙÛÂÎÔ‡ÚÈ. ¢ÂÍÈ¿ Â›Ó·È
ÔÈ ¿ÁÁÂÏÔÈ, ÔÈ ÔÔ›ÔÈ ÂÚÈÌ¤ÓÔ˘Ó ÌÂ Â˘Ï¿‚ÂÈ· Ó· ·Ô‰Â¯ıÔ‡Ó
ÙÔÓ ·ÔÎ·Ï˘ÙfiÌÂÓÔ ÀÈfi ÙÔ˘ £ÂÔ‡. ™ÙËÓ Ì¤ÛË Â›Ó·È Ë ›‰È· Ë
ÛÙÈÁÌ‹ ÙË˜ ·ÔÎ¿Ï˘„Ë˜.

√ πËÛÔ‡˜ ÃÚÈÛÙfi˜, ·Ú¿ ÙÔ ÁÂÁÔÓfi˜ fiÙÈ ˘¿Ú¯ÂÈ
‚˘ıÈÛÌ¤ÓÔ˜ ÛÙÔÓ πÔÚ‰¿ÓË, Ê·›ÓÂÙ·È Ó· ÛÙ¤ÎÂÙ·È Î·È Ó· Ì·˜
ÎÔÈÙ¿˙ÂÈ Î·Ù¿Ì·Ù·. ΔÔ ÛÒÌ· ÙÔ˘ ·ÂÈÎÔÓ›˙ÂÙ·È ̂ ˜ ÈÛ¯˘Úfi Î·È
fiÌÔÚÊÔ Û‡ÌÊˆÓ· ÌÂ ÙËÓ ÎÏ·ÛÈÎ‹ ·Ú¿‰ÔÛË, fiˆ˜ Î·È ÛÙÈ˜
·Ï·ÈfiÙÂÚÂ˜ ÂÈÎfiÓÂ˜ ·˘Ùfi˜ Â›Ó·È Á˘ÌÓfi˜. √ ÃÚÈÛÙfi˜
ÂÌÊ·Ó›˙ÂÙ·È Û¯Â‰fiÓ ÙfiÛÔ ÌÂÁ¿ÏÔ˜ fiÛÔ Â›Ó·È Ô πÔÚ‰¿ÓË˜
¶ÔÙ·Ìfi˜—ÛÙËÓ Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎfiÙËÙ·, Â›Ó·È Û·Ó Ó· Â›Ó·È Ô πËÛÔ‡˜
ÃÚÈÛÙfi˜, Î·È fi¯È Ô ÔÙ·Ìfi˜, Ô˘ Îfi‚ÂÈ ÌÈ· ÏˆÚ›‰· ·fi ÙË
‚Ú·¯Ò‰Ë ¤ÚËÌÔ Î·È ÛÙÈ˜ ‰‡Ô ÏÂ˘Ú¤˜.

∏ ÂÈÎfiÓ· ÙˆÓ £ÂÔÊ·ÓÂ›ˆÓ, ÂÎÙfi˜ ·fi ÙËÓ ·Ú¿ÛÙ·ÛË ÙË˜
∞Á›·˜ ΔÚÈ¿‰Ô˜, ··ÓÙ¿ Î·È ÛÙÔ ÂÚÒÙËÌ· ÙÔ˘ ¶ÚÔ‰ÚfiÌÔ˘:
Œ¯ˆ ·Ó¿ÁÎË Ó· ‚·ÊÙÈÛÙÒ ·fi Û¤Ó·, Î·È Û˘ ¤Ú¯ÂÛ·È ÚÔ˜
ÂÌ¤Ó·; ∏ ·¿ÓÙËÛË ‚Ú›ÛÎÂÙ·È ÛÂ ·˘Ùfi Ô˘ Î¿ÓÂÈ Ô ÃÚÈÛÙfi˜ ÌÂ
Ù· ¯¤ÚÈ· ÙÔ˘. ∂ÓÒ ÛÙË ¢˘ÙÈÎ‹ Ù¤¯ÓË, Ô πËÛÔ‡˜ ·ÚÔ˘ÛÈ¿˙ÂÙ·È
Ó· ˘Ô‚¿ÏÏÂÙ·È ÛÙËÓ ÂÍÔ˘Û›· ÙÔ˘ πˆ¿ÓÓË, ÛÂ √Úıfi‰ÔÍÂ˜
ÂÈÎfiÓÂ˜ Ù· ¯¤ÚÈ· ÙÔ˘ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ Ê·›ÓÔÓÙ·È fi¯È ÛÂ ÚÔÛÂ˘¯‹,
·ÏÏ¿ ÛÂ ÌÈ· ¯ÂÈÚÔÓÔÌ›· Â˘ÏÔÁ›·˜. Δ· ÓÂÚ¿ ÙÔ˘ πÔÚ‰¿ÓË ‰ÂÓ
·ÁÈ¿˙Ô˘Ó ÙÔÓ ÃÚÈÛÙfi, ·ÏÏ¿ Ô ÃÚÈÛÙfi˜ Ô ›‰ÈÔ˜ ·ÁÈ¿˙ÂÈ Î·È
Â˘ÏÔÁÂ› Ù· ÓÂÚ¿. ∞˘Ùfi˜ Â›Ó·È Ô ÏfiÁÔ˜ Ô˘ ÛÙÔ Î¿Ùˆ Ì¤ÚÔ˜ ÙˆÓ
ÂÚÈÛÛÔÙ¤ÚˆÓ ÂÈÎfiÓˆÓ ÙˆÓ £ÂÔÊ¿ÓÂÈˆÓ, ÊÔ‚ÂÚ¿ ÌÈÎÚ¿
Ï¿ÛÌ·Ù· Ê·›ÓÔÓÙ·È Ó· ÊÂ‡ÁÔ˘Ó Ì·˙ÈÎ¿ ·fi Ù· fi‰È· ÙÔ˘
ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡. ∞ÓÙÈÚÔÛˆÂ‡Ô˘Ó ÙÔÓ ›‰ÈÔ ÙÔÓ πÔÚ‰¿ÓË ¶ÔÙ·Ìfi Î·È
ÌÂÚÈÎ¤˜ ÊÔÚ¤˜ ÙËÓ ı¿Ï·ÛÛ·. ∞˘Ùfi Â›Ó·È ÌÈ· ·ÓÙ·Ó¿ÎÏ·ÛË ÙˆÓ
Ï¤ÍÂˆÓ ÙË˜ „·ÏÌˆ‰fi˜ Û¯ÂÙÈÎ¿ ÌÂ ÙÔ ªÂÛÛ›·, ÙÔÓ ÃÚÈÛÙfi: «∏
ı¿Ï·ÛÛ· Â›‰Â Î·È ¤Ê˘ÁÂ, Ô πÔÚ‰¿ÓË˜ Á‡ÚÈÛÂ ›Ûˆ» (æ·ÏÌ.
114:3).

∞˘Ùfi Â›Ó·È ÙÔ ‚¿ıÔ˜ Î·È Ë ı·˘Ì¿ÛÈ· ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎfiÙËÙ· ÙË˜
μ¿ÙÈÛË˜ ÙÔ˘ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡. ∏ ∂ÔÚÙ‹ ÙˆÓ ºÒÙˆÓ ·ÔÎ·Ï‡ÙÂÈ ÙËÓ
∞Á›· ΔÚÈ¿‰· Î·È ·ÁÈ¿˙ÂÈ Ù· ÓÂÚ¿ ÙÔ˘ ‚·ÊÙ›ÛÌ·ÙÔ˜, ÒÛÙÂ Ó·
ÌÔÚÔ‡ÌÂ ÂÌÂ›˜, fiˆ˜ Ù· „¿ÚÈ· ÛÙËÓ ÂÈÎfiÓ·, Ó· ÎÔÏ˘ÌÔ‡ÌÂ
ÛÂ ·ÁÈ·ÛÌ¤Ó· ÓÂÚ¿.

∞fi ·ÏÈ¿, ÙÔ πÔÚ‰¿ÓË ÔÙ·Ìfi
°‡ÚÈÛÂ ›Ûˆ ÌÚÔÛÙ¿ ÙËÓ Ì·Ó‰‡· ÙÔ˘ ∂ÏÈÛ·›Â Î·Ù¿ ÙËÓ
·Ó¿ÏË„‹ ÙÔ˘ ∏Ï›·.
Δ· ÓÂÚ¿ ¯ˆÚ›ÛÙËÎ·Ó ÛÙ· ‰‡Ô
∫·È Ô ÔÙ·Ìfi˜ ¤ÁÈÓÂ ¤Ó· ÛÙÂÁÓfi ‰ÚfiÌÔ.
∞˘Ùfi Â›Ó·È Ú·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎ¿ ¤Ó· Û‡Ì‚ÔÏÔ ÙÔ˘ ‚·ÊÙ›ÛÌ·ÙÔ˜
ªÂ ÙËÓ ÔÔ›· ÂÚÓ¿ÌÂ Ì¤Û· ·fi ·˘Ù‹ ÙËÓ ıÓËÙ‹ ˙ˆ‹.
√ ÃÚÈÛÙfi˜ ÂÌÊ·Ó›ÛÙËÎÂ ÛÙÔÓ πÔÚ‰¿ÓË ÁÈ· Ó· ·ÁÈ¿ÛÂÈ Ù·
ÓÂÚ¿!

picture of the mom, dad, yiayia, or pappous who submits the
recipe. Please send your recipe to Emily Cossis at
emce3@aol.com or to Sophia Gerapetritis at SophiaGerapetritis
@gmail.com.  Once again, we wish our church family Î·Ïfi Ì‹Ó·
and Î·Ï‹ ¯ÚÔÓÈ¿ in 2014!

THE LADIES PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS
Wishing everyone a very Blessed, Healthy and Happy New

Year. As we begin this year we would like to thank everyone for
their very generous donations in helping those less fortunate
during the Holiday Season and continued support throughout
the years. Ladies your contributions for the Christmas Tea and
Saint Nicholas Vespers were greatly appreciated!!On Sunday
January 5th we will have a collection to benefit St. Basils Acad-
emy along with the passing out of the Vasilopita. Following
church service, the Philoptochos along with the Diagoras will
sponsor an “Agape Luncheon”.  Donation is $20.00 for Adults
and $10.00 for children. All proceeds will go into a special ear-
marked “Agape Account “ to be used when the need arises.
 This was discussed and voted on at a General Meeting, due
to the fact when a person or family requires emergency assis-
tance for medical expenses, funds would be available without
waiting to schedule an event. For tickets or information, please
contact any Philoptochos or Diagoras Board Member.
Next General meeting is on Monday, January 6th at 7:00 p.m.
Please join us and bring a friend.

THE MARYLAND GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE COMMITTEE
... will hold its Annual Dance on Saturday February 1st, 2014, at
St. Nicholas Church Social Hall from 8 pm to 2 am. Rena
Tsapelas and Orchestra from NY will perform. Ticket price is
$40.00 per adult, and children under 10 are free. Food is in-
cluded. Cash bar. For tickets, reservations, or more informa-
tion, please contact Manoli Theoharis, 410-790-7542 or Geor-
gia Vavas, 410-583-0068 or gvavas@comcast.net.
GREEKTOWN CDC

A message from John E. Gavrilis, CEO
The Greektown CDC is excited to ring in the 2014 New Year!
We look forward to working with Greektown’s businesses and
residents and all its faith communities to ensure a safer and
cleaner community.
We continue to advocate for more parking in the community. A
plan to convert the 600–900 blocks of Oldham Street to angle
parking has been completed by the City of Baltimore. This will
increase the number of parking spots in the neighborhood. More
information will follow in upcoming bulletins.
The city’s Department of Public Works (DPW) advises citizens
to be aware of possible Public Works imposters. The imposters
pose as city water workers and seek to gain admittance to your
home. Please remember that DPW employees wear uniforms
and have photo IDs. Always ask to see this ID. If you doubt their
identity, do not let them in! Report any suspicious activity to the
police by dialing 911.
Our business community is being cleaned on a regular basis.
Through the Greektown CDC’s efforts, the city continues to
deploy a mechanical sweeper in our business district and to
pick up the curbside trash from city-owned receptacles.
A winter advisory! Given upcoming expectations of snow and
ice, it is important to pick up your leaves and clean your storm
drains. Also, keep an eye on our elderly neighbors to make sure
they have access to food and heat during the winter months.
We would like to thank our resident Pete Hajewski and our many
neighbors who decorated the streetlamps.
As a reminder, call 911 immediately when witnessing a crime
and call 311 for nonemergency issues (trash, rats, illegal dump-
ing, etc.). Also call 911 to report disturbances or criminal activ-
ity from a liquor establishment. Be certain to give the exact ad-
dress of the business when making the complaint. Complaints
can be anonymous!
Please stop by our office to discuss what you would like to see
done in 2014 in your neighborhood, or submit suggestions by e-
mail: greektowncdc@aol.com. Here’s to a happy, healthy, and
prosperous new year!

Believe in your community!

COMMUNITY NEWS  ✧  ∫Oπ¡OΔπ∫∞ ¡∂A
Continued from page 7 ∏ μ¿ÊÙÈÛË ÙÔ˘ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡ | £ÂÔÊ¿ÓÂÈ·

KOINONIA DEADLINE
Please submit your article(s) to the Koinonia staff by the deadline

stated below.
ISSUE MONTH: FEBRUARY 2014
DEADLINE: JANUARY 10TH

You may drop your article off at the church office or e-mail it to
Demos Anastasiades at: demos@comcast.net
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GREEK SCHOOL NEWS ✧ ¡∂A ΔOÀ ∂§§∏¡π∫OÀ ™ÃO§∂πOÀ
ΔÔ ‰È‰·ÎÙÈÎfi

ÚÔÛ̂ ÈÎfi
Ù Ô ˘
∂ÏÏËÓÈÎÔ‡
™̄ ÔÏÂ›Ô̆
ÛÙ¤ÏÓÂÈ
2 0 1 4
Â˘¯¤˜ .
¡· ’Ó·È

ÙÔ ·‡ÚÈÔ Î·Ï‡ÙÂÚÔ
·’ ÙÔ ¯ıÂ˜! ∫·Ï‹ ÃÚÔÓÈ¿!

¶ÚˆÙÔ¯ÚÔÓÈ¿ÙÈÎÔ ŒıÈÌÔ: ∏
μ·ÛÈÏfiÈÙ·
ª›· ·Ú¿‰ÔÛË ÙË˜ ∫ˆÓ-
ÛÙ·ÓÙÈÓÔ‡ÔÏË˜ Ï¤ÂÈ Ù· ÂÍ‹˜:
ŸÙ·Ó Ô ÕÁÈÔ˜ μ·Û›ÏÂÈÔ˜ ‹Ù·Ó
∂›ÛÎÔÔ˜ ÛÙËÓ ∫·ÈÛ·ÚÂ›·, Ô
Œ·Ú¯Ô˜ ÙË˜ ∫··‰ÔÎ›·˜
‹ÁÂ ÌÂ ÛÎÏËÚ¤˜ ‰È·ı¤ÛÂÈ˜ Ó·
ÂÈÛÚ¿ÍÂÈ ÊfiÚÔ˘˜. √È Î¿ÙÔÈÎÔÈ
ÊÔ‚ÈÛÌ¤ÓÔÈ ˙‹ÙËÛ·Ó ÙËÓ
ÚÔÛÙ·Û›· ÙÔ˘ ÔÈÌÂÓ¿Ú¯Ë
ÙÔ˘˜. «™·˜ ˙ËÙ¿ˆ ·Ì¤Ûˆ˜,»
ÙÔ˘˜ Â›Â ÂÎÂ›ÓÔ˜, «Ó· ÌÔ˘
Ê¤ÚÂÈ Ô Î·ı¤Ó·˜ fi,ÙÈ ÔÏ‡ÙÈÌÔ
·ÓÙÈÎÂ›ÌÂÓÔ ¤¯ÂÈ.» ª¿˙Â„·Ó
ÔÏÏ¿ ‰ÒÚ· Î·È ‚Á‹Î·Ó Ì·˙›
ÌÂ ÙÔ ¢ÂÛfiÙË ÙÔ˘˜ ÔÈ
Î¿ÙÔÈÎÔÈ ÙË˜ ∫·ÈÛ·ÚÂ›·˜ Ó·
ÚÔ¸·ÓÙ‹ÛÔ˘Ó ÙÔÓ Œ·Ú¯Ô.
◊Ù·Ó fiÌˆ˜ Ù¤ÙÔÈ· Ë ÂÌÊ¿ÓÈÛË
Î·È Ë ÂÈıÒ ÙÔ˘ ªÂÁ¿ÏÔ˘
μ·ÛÈÏÂ›Ô˘, Ô˘ Ô Œ·Ú¯Ô˜
Î·Ù·Ú·‡ÓıËÎÂ ¯ˆÚ›˜ Ó·
ıÂÏ‹ÛÂÈ Ó· ¿ÚÂÈ Ù· ‰ÒÚ·.
°‡ÚÈÛ·Ó ›Ûˆ ̄ ·ÚÔ‡ÌÂÓÔÈ ÎÈ Ô
¿ÁÈÔ˜ μ·Û›ÏÂÈÔ˜ ‹ÚÂ Ó· ÙÔ˘˜
Í·Ó·‰ÒÛÂÈ Ù· ÔÏ‡ÙÈÌ·
·ÓÙÈÎÂ›ÌÂÓ· ÙÔ˘˜. √ ̄ ˆÚÈÛÌfi˜
fiÌˆ˜ ‹Ù·Ó ‰‡ÛÎÔÏÔ˜ ÁÈ·Ù›
Â›¯·Ó ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚÂÈ ÔÏÏ¿ fiÌÔÈ·
·ÓÙÈÎÂ›ÌÂÓ·, ‰ËÏ·‰‹
‰·¯Ù˘Ï›‰È·, ÓÔÌ›ÛÌ·Ù· Î.Ï.. √
μ·Û›ÏÂÈÔ˜ ÙfiÙÂ ÛÎ¤ÊıËÎÂ ¤Ó·
ı·˘Ì·ÙÔ˘ÚÁfi ÙÚfiÔ: ¢È¤Ù·ÍÂ

Ó· Î·Ù·ÛÎÂ˘·ÛıÔ‡Ó ÙÔ
·fiÁÂ˘Ì· ÙÔ˘ ™·‚‚¿ÙÔ˘
ÌÈÎÚ¤˜ ›ÙÂ˜ Î·È Ì¤Û· ÛÂ
Î·ıÂÌÈ¿ ÙÔÔı¤ÙËÛÂ ·fi ¤Ó·
·ÓÙÈÎÂ›ÌÂÓÔ. ΔËÓ ÂfiÌÂÓË
Ì¤Ú· ¤‰ˆÛÂ ·fi Ì›· ÛÂ Î¿ıÂ
ÃÚÈÛÙÈ·Ófi. ∫·È ÙfiÙÂ ¤ÁÈÓÂ ÙÔ
ı·‡Ì·! ª¤Û· ÛÙËÓ ›Ù· ÙÔ˘
‚Ú‹ÎÂ Ô Î·ı¤Ó·˜ fi,ÙÈ Â›¯Â
ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚÂÈ! ∞fi ÙfiÙÂ, Ï¤ÂÈ Ë
·Ú¿‰ÔÛË, Î¿ıÂ ¯ÚfiÓÔ, ÛÙË
ÁÈÔÚÙ‹ ÙÔ˘ ·Á›Ô˘ μ·ÛÈÏÂ›Ô˘,
Î¿ÓÔ˘ÌÂ ÎÈ ÂÌÂ›˜ ›ÙÂ˜ Î·È
‚ ¿ ˙ Ô ˘ Ì Â
Ì¤Û· ÓÔÌ›Û-
Ì·Ù·.
™ÙËÓ ÏÂÈÔ-
„ËÊ›· ÙÔ˘˜
ÔÈ ŒÏ-ÏËÓÂ˜
Îfi‚Ô˘Ó ÙË
‚·ÛÈÏfiÈÙ·
· Ì ¤ Û ˆ ˜
ÌÂÙ¿ ÙËÓ
·ÏÏ·Á‹ ÙÔ˘
¯ÚfiÓÔ˘. ™Â
Ì Â Ú È Î ¤ ˜ ,
fiÌˆ˜, ÂÚÈ-
Ô¯¤˜ ÙË˜ ∂ÏÏ¿‰·˜ Ë
μ·ÛÈÏfiÈÙ· Îfi‚ÂÙ·È ÛÙÔ
ÌÂÛËÌÂÚÈ·Ófi ÙÚ·¤˙È,
·Ó‹ÌÂÚ· ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ μ·ÛÈÏÂ›Ô˘
ÙËÓ 1Ë π·ÓÔ˘·Ú›Ô˘. ŸÔÙÂ
¿ÓÙˆ˜ Î·È ·Ó ÎÔÂ›,
·ÎÔÏÔ˘ıÂ›Ù·È ÙÔ ›‰ÈÔ
ÂıÈÌÔÙ˘ÈÎfi: √ ÓÔÈÎÔÎ‡ÚË˜
ÙËÓ ÛÙ·˘ÚÒÓÂÈ ÙÚÂÈ˜ ÊÔÚ¤˜ ÌÂ
¤Ó· Ì·¯·›ÚÈ Î·È ÌÂÙ¿ ·Ú¯›˙ÂÈ Ó·
Îfi‚ÂÈ Ù· ÎÔÌÌ¿ÙÈ·. ΔÔ ÚÒÙÔ
Â›Ó·È ÙÔ˘ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ‡, ÙÔ ‰Â‡ÙÂÚÔ
ÙË˜ ¶·Ó·Á›·˜, ÙÔ ÙÚ›ÙÔ ÙÔ˘
∞Á›Ô˘ μ·ÛÈÏÂ›Ô˘, ÙÔ Ù¤Ù·ÚÙÔ
ÙÔ˘ ÛÈÙÈÔ‡ Î·È ·ÎÔÏÔ˘ıÔ‡Ó Ù·
ÎÔÌÌ¿ÙÈ· ÙˆÓ ÌÂÏÒÓ ÙË˜
ÔÈÎÔÁ¤ÓÂÈ·˜ ÌÂ ÛÂÈÚ¿ ËÏÈÎ›·˜.
∏ μ·ÛÈÏfiÈÙ· ·ÔÙÂÏÂ› ÙÔ
Î·ÙÂÍÔ¯‹Ó ¶ÚˆÙÔ¯ÚÔÓÈ¿ÙÈÎÔ

¤ıÈÌÔ Ì·˜. ∂›Ó·È ¤Ó· ¤ıÈÌÔ Ô˘
ÙÔ Û˘Ó·ÓÙ¿ÌÂ ÛÂ ÔÏfiÎÏËÚÔ
ÙÔÓ ∂ÏÏ·‰ÈÎfi ̄ ÒÚÔ. √ ÓÈÎËÙ‹˜
ÙÔ˘ ÓÔÌ›ÛÌ·ÙÔ˜ ÙË˜
‚·ÛÈÏfiÈÙ·˜ ¤¯ÂÈ ˘ÁÂ›· Î·È
Î·Ï‹ Ù‡¯Ë ÁÈ· fiÏË ÙË ¯ÚÔÓÈ¿.
(Greek text from
www.tovoion.com)

New Year’s Tradition: The
Vasilopita
A tradition from Constantinople
relates the origins of the

Vasilopita.
When St.
Basil (Vas-
ilis) was
bishop of
Caesarea,
the eparch
of Cappa-
docia went
with ill inten-
tions to col-
lect taxes.
The resi-
d e n t s ,

frightened, requested their
shepherd’s protection. “π ask
each of you right now,” Basil
told them, “to bring me what-
ever you have that is valu-
able.” The residents of
Caesarea collected many gifts
and went out with their master
to greet the eparch. But such
were the appearance and the
persuasive powers of the great
Basil that the eparch was as-
suaged and did not wish to
take the gifts. The Christians
of Caesarea went home de-
lighted, and St. Basil began to
return their valuables to them.
But it was difficult to tell all the
items apart, because many

people had brought objects
that were quite similar—rings,
coins, and similar small items.
Basil thought, then, of a mi-
raculous solution to the prob-
lem: he ordered that small
cakes be prepared on Satur-
day afternoon, and inside each
one a single valuable item was
to be placed. The next day, he
gave one cake to each Chris-
tian. And then the miracle oc-
curred—inside the cakes they
had been given, all the people
found their own valuables!
Since then, according to tradi-
tion, each year on the feast of
St. Basil, we too prepare cakes
and place coins inside.
Most Greeks cut the Vasilopita
immediately after the New
Year arrives. But in some parts
of Greece, the Vasilopita is cut
at the afternoon dinner table
on the day of St. Basil’s feast,
January 1. No matter when it
is cut, however, the following
tradition is observed: the head
of the household traces a
cross on the pita three times
with a knife, and then begins
cutting pieces. The first is for
Christ, the second for the
Theotokos, the third for St.
Basil, and the fourth for the
house. Then follow pieces for
each member of the family, in
order of age.
The Vasilopita is our greatest
New Year’s tradition, and it is
observed throughout all of
Greece. The one who finds the
coin in his or her piece of the
Vasilopita will have good
health and good luck all year
long.

St. Nicholas
Greek School
Students Present
A Christmas
Program For All
To Enjoy!!
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Tues. Dec. 31: New Year’s Eve Bash at the Plateia 9 p.m.–???
Wed. Jan. 1: New Year’s Day
Fri. Jan. 3: GOYA monthly meeting 7 p.m.
Sat. Jan. 4: Ladies Panchian Society Meeting 1 p.m.
Sun. Jan. 5: The Cutting of the Vasilopita and luncheon to benefit
the Agape Fund.
Mon. Jan. 6: Ladies Philoptochos monthly meeting 7 p.m.
Wed. Jan. 8: Greek School reopens with classes at 4:30 p.m. and 6
p.m.
Fri.–Sat. Jan. 10–11: Epiphany. GOYA trip to Ocean City to cel-
ebrate the Epiphany at St. George Greek Orthodox Church.
Tues. Jan. 14: Diamonds monthly meeting 1 p.m.
Wed. Jan. 15: St. Nicholas PTA monthly meeting 6 p.m.
Sat. Jan. 18: Diamonds’ Annual Christmas and New Year’s lun-
cheon 1 p.m. at Rosario’s Italian Kitchen.
Mon. Jan. 20: Greek School closed for Martin Luther King Jr. holi-
day.
Sun. Jan. 26: Greek School Program immediately after the Divine
Liturgy to celebrate the Feast of the Three Hierarchs.

Wed. Jan. 1 (New Year’s Day, Circumcision of Christ, St. Basil the
Great): Orthros 8:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.

The Parish Council, Fr. Michael, the church staff,
and the entire family of St. Nicholas

wish everyone in the community
a Happy New Year!

Sun. Jan. 5 (Eve of Epiphany): Orthros 8:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy
10:00 a.m. Blessing of the Waters. Strict Fast.
Mon. Jan. 6 (Holy Epiphany): Orthros: 8:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy
9:30 a.m. Blessing of the Great Waters.
Tue. Jan. 7 (Gathering of St. John the Baptist): Orthros 8:45 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.
Sun. Jan. 12 (Sunday after Epiphany): Orthros 8:45 a.m. Divine
Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sat. Feb. 1: Greek Independence Day Parade Dance. (More details
see ad on page 12).
Sat. Feb. 1: GOYA basketball tournament (away).
Mon. Feb. 3: Ladies Philoptochos monthly meeting 7 p.m.
Wed. Feb. 12: St. Nicholas PTA meeting 6:00 p.m.
Fri. Feb. 14: Rhodian Bull Roast in the UVA Hall 6–11 p.m.
Sat. Feb. 15: GOYA basketball tournament (away).
Mon. Feb. 17: Greek School closed for President’s Day.

Fri. Jan. 17 (St. Anthony the Great): Orthros 8:45 a.m. Divine
Liturgy 9:30 a.m.
Sun. Jan. 19 (12th Sunday of St. Luke, Ten Lepers): Orthros
8:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.
Sun. Jan. 26 (15th Sunday of St. Luke, Zacchaeus): Orthros 8:45
a.m. Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.
Thur. Jan. 30 (Feast of the Three Great Hierarchs): Orthros
8:45 am Divine Liturgy 9:30 a.m.

LITURGICAL HOURS:
The Liturgical hours remain the same throughout the year.

Sunday services: Orthros 8:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy: 10
a.m.  Weekday Liturgy: Orthros 8:45 a.m. Divine Liturgy
9:30 a.m.  Vespers services: 7:00 p.m.

LITURGICAL PROGRAM

Mark your
calendars!

Blessing Your Home
Dear Parishioners:

In the month of January, we celebrate a Great Feast within the Orthodox Church. Epiphany, the baptism of our
Lord Jesus Christ, on January 6th. It is the season of the blessing of the Holy Waters, when also the parish priest
through his very rich custom brings the Blessed Holy Water to the faithful in their homes and business establish-
ments. This enables everyone to receive the Great Blessing of our Lord for the New Year of 2014. I feel that this is
a beautiful custom, that as your priest, bringing the Blessed Holy Water of Epiphany to you, my parishioners, al-
lows me to remain close to you and your family. We request that you fill out the form below or call the church
secretary to set up a convenient time.

PLEASE NOTE: Only those homes that submit this form or call will be visited. I hope that each family will take
advantage of this traditional and important blessing for the New Year of 2014. With Paternal Blessing and Best
Wishes for this Holiday Season!

With Love in Christ Jesus,

Father Michael

BLESSING OF HOME/BUSINESS

NAME: .................................................................................................. PHONE: ...........................................................

ADDRESS: ......................................................................................................................................................................

Preferred time of visit: Morning .................. Afternoon .......................... Evening ...............................................

  (Please check one)

Please complete this form and return to the church office or call 443-742-8314.

CLIP IT, AND SUBMIT IT TO CHURCH
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PLEDGES FOR 2014 ✧ ∂£∂§O¡Δπ∫∏ ¶ƒO™ºOƒ∞ 2014
MR/MRS AHLADIOTIS JOHN & EFFIE
MR/MRS ANASTASIADES DEMOS
MR/MRS ANTONAS NICK
MS BALOMAS PATRICIA
MRS CHRISSOMALLIS SOPHIE
MRS CHRISTESSON STAVROULA
MR/MRS FAKAS JAMES
MR/MRS FORAKIS NICHOLAS
MS GEORGAS ANTHIE
GREEKTOWN C.D.C.
MR HATZJGEORGALI ANTONIOS
MRS KAITIS ANGELA MARY
MRS KAMINARJS BARBARA
MR/MRS KARAGIANNIS DEMETRIOS
MS KARAS EVELYN
MR/MRS KEF ALAS MIKE & NORA
MR/MRS KILLIAS SAVVAS
MR KOSMOS GEORGE
MR/MRS KOUKIDES HARRY
MR/MRS KOUTSANTONIS DEMETRJOS
MRS LYGOUMENOS ALEXANDRA
MR/MRS MILONAS KIMON
MRS NEOFITOU ATHINA
MR PAPADOPOULOS ASIMAKIS
MRS PAROS MARY
MR/MRS PELTSEMES IRENE
MR POLITAKIS NICHOLAS
MRS SALPEAS MARIA
MRS SERAFIS MARY
MR/MRS SOPHOCLEUS GREGORY
MR/MRS STAKIAS MICHAEL
MR/MRS STAVLAS NIKOLAOS
MRS STRAKES KATHERINE
MR/MRS TETTERIS STEVE
MR/MRS THEOHARIS EMMANUEL
MS TSAKALOS JEANETTE
MISS VASILIADES MARIA
MR/MRS VOXAKIS JOHN & IRENE

MR/MRS AMARANTIDIS HARRY
MR ANDERSON EMANUEL P. JR.
MR/MRS ARGEROPOULOS TED
MR BISBIKIS PETE
MRS CHRIST STASA
MR/MRS CORNIAS MICHAEL C.
MRS FANTIS PENELOPE
MR/MRS FOTIOU JOHN
MR/MRS GIAKOUMAKIS NICK
MR/MRS HARRIS SPYROS
MRS HATZIKOSMAS AMALIA
MR/MRS KALAMBIHIS ALEXANDROS
MR/MRS KAMINARIS DEMETRJOS
MR/MRS KARAMANLIDES KYRIAKOSMR/
MRS KATSAROS MICHAEL
MRS KELIS TSAMBIKA
MR/MRS KIMOS JAMES
MR/MRS KOSTAKIS GEORGE
MRS KOULATSOS ANASTASIA
MR/MRS KOUTSOURIS STYLIANOS
MR/MRS MASTROMANOLI MANUEL
MRS MINAS GEORGE J.
MR/MRS NISTAZOS NICKOLAS Z.
MR PAPADOPOULOS SOLON
MR/MRS PATERAKIS CHARLES
MR/MRS PERDIKAKIS GEORGE
MR RODITIS THEODOROS
MR/MRS SALPEAS EMMANUEL D.
MR/MRS SFAKIANOUDIS GEORGE K.
MR/MRS SOULIKAS GEORGE
MS STAKIAS STELLA
MR/MRS STAVRAKIS MARIA
MR/MRS TARATSIDES ATHENA
MR/MRS THEMELIS JOHN & RENEE
MR/MRS TRINTIS NICOLAOS
MRS TSAKALOS ROSE
MR/MRS VASILIOS FRANK
MR/MRS YIANAKIS STEVE

MRS AMARANTIDIS PARTHENA
MR/MRS ANDREWS MARIA
MRS ASHBY ATHELENE
MRS BISBIKIS HELEN
MR/MRS CHRIST PHILIP
MRS DENDRINOS EVANGELIA
MRS FILIPPOU IRENE
MS FRANGOS ANGELIKI
MRS GIANNAKOULIAS DIONISIA
MR/MRS HATZIDIMITRIOU JOHN JR.
MR/MRS IEROMONAHOS PANTELIS
MRS KALIAKOUDAS SOFIA
MRS KAPETANAKOS SOULA
MR KARAMANLIDES ANTONIOS
MR/MRS KATSAS STAVROS
MR/MRS KEVAS JOHN & MARIA
MR/MRS KOLKAS EUGENIA
MR KOSTOS JOHN
MR KOUROUPIS STEVE
MS LAMBROW STEPHANIE
MR/MRS MAYER FRANCIS L.
MR/MRS MITSOS FRANK
MR/MRS O’DRUDY LEO K. III
MR/MRS PAPAGEORGIOU SOCRATES
MR PATERAKIS JOHN
MRS PHILIPPOU POPI
MR/MRS ROSSIS GEORGE
MRS SARIGIANIS CHRISTINE
MR/MRS SFAKIANOUDIS JOHN
MR/MRS SOULIKAS JAMES & JOAN
MR/MRS STAMATOPOULO JOHN
MR/MRS STEFANONIJSTAK MICHAEL
MR TARATSIDES GEORGE
MR THEMELIS JOHN
MRS TRIPOLITIS NINA
MR/MRS TSAMPOS MICHAEL
MR/MRS VERGOS GEORGE
MR/MRS ZISSIMOS GUS PETE

MRS ANAN ELIZABETH
MR/MRS ANGELOS JOHN & IRENE
MS ATHOS JANET
MR/MRS CHRISSOMALLIS JOHN & TERI
MRS CHRISTAKOU STAVROULA
MRS DINIOTIS DENNIS
MR/MRS FORAKIS MICHAEL
MR/MRS GEORGALAS MICHAEL
MR/MRS GIANNAKOULIAS GEORGE
MS HATZIEFTHIMIO ANASTASIA
MRS KAITIS DESPINA
MR/MRS KALIS EUGENIA
MR/MRS KAPUTSOS MARSHALL
MR/MRS KARANIKOLIS NIKOS
MR/MRS KATSIKIDES TOM & NICOLE
MR/MRS KEVAS GEORGE
MR/MRS KOROLOGOS SPIROSMR/MRS
KOTZIAS CHRIS
MR/MRS KOUTSANTONIS GEORGE
MR/MRS LOUMIOTIS DIMITRIOS
MR/MRS MILLETT & ALEX EARL
MR/MRS MOELLER PATRICIA ZOE
MR/MRS PALAS JOHN
MR/MRS PAPAVASILIOU THARRENOS
MR/MRS PATINIOTIS PANAGIOTIS
MR/MRS PIKOUNIS EMMANUEL
MRS ROSSIS-BARNES TSAMBIKA
MR/MRS SEAL CHARLES
MRS SOPHOCLEOUS HELEN
MR/MRS SOURANIS MICHAEL
MR/MRS STAVLAS MICHAEL
MR/MRS STEWART JOHN
MR/MRS TASKER-GIOKA DAMIANOS
MS THEMELIS STELLA
MRS TSAKALAS JULIE
MRS VASILAKOPOULO ANASTASIA
MR/MRS VERGOS JOHN

            PLEDGED                PAYMENTS         BALANCE
   TOTALS: $77,240.00         $33,315.00         $43,925.00

Happy
NewYear!

∂˘Ù˘¯ÈÛÌ¤ÓÔ ÙÔ
¡¤Ô ŒÙÔ˜

2014!

On Thursday, December 12th, the GOYAns participated

in the Kennedy Krieger Institute Christmas festivities.  The stu-

dents spent the evening serving dinner, singing Christmas car-

ols, and interacting with the children who must remain at the

hospital during the Christmas holidays. This is the second year

that GOYAns have participated

in this event and they are happy

to bring some Christmas cheer

to the children staying at the

Kennedy Krieger Institute.

The GOYAns wish every-

one a wonderful and healthy

New Year!

– The St. Nicholas GOYA advi-

sors. St. Nicholas G.O.Y.A.
Volunteers at KKI.

GOYA NEWS
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EXPENSES:
CAPITAL COSTS

Capital Improvements to Church $     2,485.00
Plateia Capital Improvements $   19,273.00

Total Capital Costs $   21,758.00

GENERAL & ADMINISTRATION

Accounting $     6,041.69
Advertising $     3,653.25
Bank Fees $        547.33
Clergy Laity Congress $     1,828.92
Fair Share( Archdiocese) $   46,000.00
Gifts $        548.00
Insurance – General Liability $   16,686.26
Insurance – Worker’s Compensation $     1,487.00
Interest Expense $        226.96
Memorial Expense $        249.25
Office Expense $     6,194.86
Postage Expense $     3,294.40
Professional Fees-Subcontract $     4,416.00
Printing Expense $     3,583.05
Telephone & Internet Costs $     3,850.13
Miscellaneous $     2,332.88
General & Administration Other ....................

Total General & Administration Costs: $ 101,661.98
OCCUPANCY COSTS

Alarm Monitoring $     1,410.48
Building Maintenance $   26,951.54
Ground Rent $          60.00
Janitor’s Supplies $     1,766.07
Permits & Licenses $     2,579.64
Trash Removal $     3,208.12
Pest & Termite Control $        675.00
Utilities $   21,289.96
Water and Sewer $     4,546.46
Occupancy Costs Other $        441.00

Total Occupancy Costs $   62,487.27
PAYROLL EXPENSES

Church Personnel Payroll $ 107,686.32
Priest’s  Payroll $   75,060.93
Greek School Teachers Payroll $   31,525.56
Choir Leader Payroll $   16,902.00
Assistant Chantor $     6,824.33
Organist Payroll $     2,750.00
Payroll Taxes $   12,560.24
Church Administrator Pension $     5,500.00
Employee Health Insurance Costs $   28,718.00
Priest’s Auto/Housing Allowance $   11,000.00

Total Payroll Expenses $ 300,277.38

Plateia Operating Expenses Other
Utilities—BG&E $   20,666.28
Total Plateia Expenses Other $     2,849.63

Total Plateia Operating Expenses $   23,515.91

YOUTH AND EDUCATIONAL
Books/CDs $        394.13
Youth and Educational Expenses $     7,837.89
Scholarship $     1,000.00
Youth and Educational–Other $     9,232.00

Total Youth and Educational Costs $ 518,932.56

TOTAL EXPENSES $518,932.56

ORDINARY INCOME/EXPENSE
INCOME

Stewardship $   206,242.38
Greek School Registration $     50,359.98
Sales, Candles $     78,797.50
Sales, Flowers $          240.00
Sales, Dances $       2,011.00
Donations—Church $     45,190.98
Donations—Trays $     16,535.00
Donations—Church Hall $       4,784.78
Donations—Memorial $     19,463.00
Donations—Flowers $       1,295.00
Donations—Christmas Card $          600.00
Greek Festival Income $     81,125.00
Building Fund Trayl Income $     13,261.00
Youth Income $       1,950.00

Total Income $   521,855.62
Cost of Goods Sold

Candle Expense $     14,340.00
Flower Expense $       2,335.60
Christmas Card Expense $          735.50
Dance Expense $       5,655.51
Greek Festival Expense $       4,350.00
Hall Cleaning Expense $          551.60
Total COGS $     27,968.21

Gross Profit: $   493,887.41

ST. NICHOLAS INCOME STATEMENT
January– November 30, 2013

THE MARYLAND GREEK
INDEPENDENCE DAY

PARADE COMMITTEE...

... will hold its Annual Dance on Saturday
February 1st, 2014, at St. Nicholas Church
Social Hall from 8 pm until 2 am. Rena
Tsapelas and Orchestra from N.Y. will per-
form. Ticket price is $40.00 per adult, chil-
dren under 10 are free. Food is included.
Cash bar. For tickets, reservations or more
information, please contact Manoli
Theoharis, 410-790-7542 or Georgia Vavas,
410-583-0068 or gvavas@comcast.net.

Date of the parade is March 30, 2014
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In memory of George (Minas)
Minadakis
Richard & Sandi Block
Gus & Mary Diacoloukas
John & Eve Lallas
Frank & Irene Vasilios
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Zimmerer
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Tsakalos
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilis Nicolaidis
George & Roza Cornias
Mrs. Julie Tsakalas
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilis Skordalos
Mrs. Fannie Angelos
US Attorney General’s Office
Fay & Manuel Nicolaides
Harry & Stella Koukides
Mrs. Eugenia Kalis
Mr. Riley L. Roberts
Michael & Zoe Frangos and Angeliki

In memory of John Karpathiou Johns,
Pantelis & Stergoula Karpathiou
Johns, Basil & Ida Mae Karpathiou
Johns
Mrs. Aspasia Karpathiou Johns
Martone–Pappas Family, Theresa,
Michael, Sam & Nick

In memory of John Karpathiou Johns
Mr. & Mrs. Lucas Papavasiliou

In memory of Demetrios Kefis
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilis Skordalos
Mr. & Mrs. George & Roza Cornias
Ms. Maria Salpeas

In memory of Gus Xenakis, Maria
Atsalis
Mr. & Mrs. Vasilis Skordalos
Ms. Eugenia Kalis

In memory of Katherine Kostos
Ms. Ryglelski, Kay Mellis
Ms. Eugenia Kalis

In memory of Paraskevi Kaikis,
George Frangos, Pantelis Tsampos,
Emmanuel Roros, Kaliope Tsampos,
Mixhael Athas, Lou Panos, Manuel
Nicolaides, Manuel Pizanis, Michael
Giannaros, Demetra Kanaras,
Dionysios Diniotis, Krystalla
Skordalos, Louis Hajimihalis
Ms. Eugenia Kalis

In memory of Efie Barnett
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Tzimos
Maria Salpeas & Family

In memory of Tsambikos Diakoloukas
Mr. & Mrs. Gabriel Pantelides
Steve & Katina Yianakis
Mr. & Mrs. John Fotiou
Ms. Maria Salpeas
Mr. & Mrs. John Georgiou
Mrs. Popi Philippou
Mrs. Anastasia Vasilakopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Emmanuel Theoharis
Mrs. Lia Karagiannopoulos

Mr. & Mrs. George Chrisovergis
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Karagiannopoulos
Mrs. Zenovia Fakas
Mr. Mike Backoff
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Vlassis
Mr. Peter Hurdle
Mr. John Benner
Ms. Mary Campbell
Mrs. Maria Bury
Mr. Bud Jones
Mr. Bill Dees
Ms. Irena Higu
Ms. Lisa Min
Ms. Laura B.
Gus & Mary Diacoloukas
George & Eleni Diacoloukas
Nick & Victoria Diacoloulas
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Diacoloukas

In memory of Tsambika Philippou
Mrs. Kiki Vavakas
Mr. & Mrs. John Georgiou
Mrs. Anastasia Vasilakopoulos
Mrs. Bessie Panagiotopoulos
Mrs. Athina Neofitou
Mrs. Metaxia Chrissomallis
Ms. Vasiliki Kalograni
George & Nicoletta Roros
Ms. Maria Salpeas
Mr. & Mrs. Alexandros Kalambihis
Ms. Anastasia Hatziefthimiou
Mr. & Mrs. Anastasios Rologas
Mr. & Mrs. Kyriakos Koumoudis
Mr. & Mrs. Emmanuel Pikounis
Mrs. Lia Karagiannopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Karagiannopoulos &
Family

DONATIONS IN MEMORIAM

"Even when I walk
through the darkest
valley, I will not be
afraid, for you are
close beside me.
Your rod and your
staff protect and
comfort me."

– Psalm 23:4

Mr. & Mrs. Emmanuel Theoharis
Ms. Evelyn Karas

In memory of Eugenia Roros
Mr. & Mrs. Emmanuel Pikounis
Mrs. Lia Karagiannopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Gus Karagiannopoulos
Mr. & Mrs. Emmanuel Theoharis

Ms. Maria Salpeas


