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Feast of Saint Basil and New Year

Be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and
put on the new nature, created after the like-
ness of God in true righteousness and holiness.
(Ephesians 4:23)
Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we come to the beginning of a new cal-
endar year, we are very familiar with the at-
mosphere of expectations and hopes for new
beginnings that pervades our modern world.
With the changing of a number and the turn-
ing of a calendar page, many people seek to
leave behind experiences and challenges of the
past year and look forward to a new year and
the possibility of new opportunities and bet-
ter circumstances in life.  Others are thankful
for the events and memories of the year that
has passed, and greet the new year with antici-
pation of greater things to come.

While we are influenced by this element of
our culture which is linked to how we mark the
passage of time, we know as Orthodox Chris-
tians that there is a much more appropriate
focus in reflection on the past and anticipation
of future-the grace of God.  It is His grace that
offers us forgiveness and hope. It is by His
great mercy that our hearts, minds and bodies
are renewed. Through His abundant love. we
are filled with gratitude for all that He has of-
fered, and we look forward to a new year of
tremendous blessings.

This focus on the newness of life we find in
God’s grace is essential each day of our lives;
but, it is also very appropriate on a day when
we commemorate Saint Basil the Great.  This
is an affirmation of the power of grace.  In
venerating th life and witness of Saint Basil,
we recognize that God’s grace was “poured
out” upon him, so that he not only had the
power to “reveal divine things” but also, to be
a “minister of the Gospel.”

In his writings, sermons, and letters, Saint
Basil emphasized the vital roll of God’s grace

Encyclical of Archbishop Demetrios for the Feast
of St. Basil and the New Year— January 1, 2013

as it has been revealed both incretion and hu-
man life, and through the ongoing work of the
Holy Spirit.  He also illustrated the power of
grace through a life dedicated to caring for the
sick, the orphaned, and the elderly.

It is also on this day and throughout the
month of January that we recognize the sacred
work of Saint Basil Academy.  Each year we
are led by our National Philoptochos Society
and local chapters in collecting funds for this
ministry of grace.  As you participate in the
special offerings and the cutting of the
Vasilipeta, I ask you to give generously.  The
care, healing and loved offered by the board,
directors and staff at Saint Basil Academy is a
faithful witness of the power of grace.  Each
day, the children and youth at the Academy see
and experience the love of God and are offered
examples of the necessity of communion with
Him.  In this atmosphere filled with grace, they
are able to find the guidance, peace, and joy
that they need in their young lives.

In addition to your gifts for Saints Basil
Academy, I ask you to remember this minis-
try in your prayers.  May you also prayerfully
consider the power of God’s grace in your life.
As you begin the new year, be ready for the
great blessings that God will offer to you and
through you to other people.  In your com-
memorations of this day, may you be assured
that God’s love and mercy are with you al-
ways. On this day of renewal, I pray that you
and your families have a happy and blessed
New Year.

With paternal love in Christ,

DEMETRIOS

Archbishop of America

 A Message from Archbishop of America Demetrios
∞ÌÂÚÈ
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∂ÔÚÙ‹ ∞Á›Ô˘ μ·ÛÈÏÂ›Ô˘ Î·È ¡¤Ô˘ ŒÙÔ˘˜

∞Ó·ÓÂÔ‡ÛıÂ ‰Â ÙÒ ÓÂ‡Ì·ÙÈ ÙÔ˘ ÓÔfi˜
ËÌÒÓ Î·È ÂÓ‰‡Û·ÛıÂ ÙÔÓ Î·ÈÓfiÓ ¿ÓıÚˆÔÓ
ÙÔÓ Î·Ù¿ £ÂfiÓ ÎÙÈÛı¤ÓÙ· ÂÓ ‰ÈÎ·ÈÔÛ‡ÓË
Î·È ÔÛÈfiÙËÙÈ (ŒÊÂÛ. 4:23-24)

¶ÚÔÛÊÈÏÂ›˜ ∞‰ÂÏÊÔ› Î·È ∞‰ÂÏÊ¤˜ ÂÓ ÃÚÈÛÙÒ,

∫·ıÒ˜ ÏËÛÈ¿˙Ô˘ÌÂ Ù‹Ó ·Ú¯‹ ÂÓfi˜ Ó¤Ô˘
∏ÌÂÚÔÏÔÁÈ·ÎÔ‡ ¤ÙÔ˘˜, Â›ÌÂı· ÂÍÔÈÎÂÈˆÌ¤ÓÔÈ ÌÂ Ùfi ÎÏ›Ì·
ÚÔÛ‰ÔÎÈÒÓ Î·› ¤Ï›‰Ô˜ ÁÈ¿ Ó¤· ÍÂÎÈÓ‹Ì·Ù·.  ª¤ Ù‹Ó
·ÏÏ·Á‹ ÂÓfi˜ ·ÚÈıÌÔ‡ Î·È Ùfi Á‡ÚÈÛÌ· ÌÈ¿˜ ÛÂÏ›‰Ô˜ ÙÔ‡
‹ÌÂÚÔÏÔÁ›Ô˘, ÔÏÏÔ› ¿ÓıÚˆÔÈ ÂÈ˙ËÙÔ‡Ó Ó¿ ¿Ê‹ÛÔ˘Ó
›Ûˆ ÙÔ˘˜ ÂÌÂÈÚ›Â˜ Î·› ÚÔÎÏ‹ÛÂÈ˜ ÙÔ˘ ÂÚ·ÛÌ¤ÓÔ˘
¤ÙÔ˘˜ Î·È ·‰ËÌÔÓÔ‡Ó Ó· ˘Ô‰Â¯ıÔ‡Ó ¤Ó· Ó¤Ô ¤ÙÔ˜, Ó¤Â˜
Â‡Î·ÈÚ›Â˜ Î·› Î·Ï‡ÙÂÚÂ˜ Û˘Óı‹ÎÂ˜ ˙ˆ‹˜.

∂ÓÒ Â›ÌÂı· ÂËÚÂ·ÛÌ¤ÓÔÈ ·fi ·‡Ùfi ÙÔ ÛÙÔÈ¯Â›Ô ÙÔ˘
ÔÏÈÙÈÛÌÔ‡ Ì·˜, ÁÓˆÚ›˙Ô˘ÌÂ Ò˜ OÚıfi‰ÔÍÔÈ ÃÚÈÛÙÈ·ÓÔ›
fiÙÈ ˘¿Ú¯ÂÈ ¤Ó· ÔÏ‡ ÛÔ˘‰·ÈfiÙÂÚÔ Î¤ÓÙÚÔ ÛÙÔ fiÔ›Ô
·ÚÌfi˙ÂÈ Ó· ÂÛÙÈ¿ÛÔ˘ÌÂ Ù‹Ó ÚÔÛÔ¯‹ Ì·˜ Î·ıÒ˜
·Ó·ÏÔÁÈ˙fiÌÂı· Ùfi ·ÚÂÏıfiÓ Î·È ·Ó·Ì¤ÓÔ˘ÌÂ Ùfi Ì¤ÏÏÔÓ.
Δfi Î¤ÓÙÚÔ ·˘Ùfi Â›Ó·È Ë ¯¿ÚË ÙÔ˘ £ÂÔ‡. ∂›Ó·È Ë ¯¿ÚË ΔÔ˘
Ë ÔÔ›· Ì·˜ ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚÂÈ ¿ÊÂÛË ·Ì·ÚÙÈÒÓ Î·È ¤Ï›‰·.
ª¤Ûˆ ÙÔ˘ ÂÏ¤Ô˘˜ ΔÔ˘ ·Ó·Î·ÈÓ›˙ÂÙ·È Ë Î·Ú‰È¿, Ô ÓÔ‡˜ Î·›
ÙÔ ÛÒÌ· Ì·˜. ¢È¿ Ù‹˜ ·¤Ú·ÓÙË˜ ¿Á¿Ë˜ ΔÔ˘, ÁÂÌ›˙Ô˘ÌÂ
Â˘ÁÓˆÌÔÛ‡ÓË ÁÈ¿ fiÏ· fiÛ· ∂ÎÂ›ÓÔ˜ ¤¯ÂÈ ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚÂÈ, Î·›
ÚÔÛ‰ÔÎÔ‡ÌÂ ¤Ó· Ó¤Ô ¤ÙÔ˜ ÙÂÚ·ÛÙ›ˆÓ Â‡ÏÔÁÈÒÓ.

∏ ÚÔÛÔ¯‹ Ì·˜ ÛÙ‹Ó ·Ó·Ó¤ˆÛË ÙË˜ ˙ˆ‹˜ Â›Ó·È
ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎ‹ ÁÈ¿ Ù‹Ó Î·ıËÌÂÚÈÓ‹ Ì·˜ ˙ˆ‹. Δ·ÈÚÈ¿˙ÂÈ,
Â›ÛË˜, Î·È ÛÙËÓ ‹Ì¤Ú· Î·Ù¿ ÙËÓ fiÔ›· ÙÈÌÔ‡ÌÂ ÙfiÓ ª¤Á·
μ·Û›ÏÂÈÔÓ. ¶ÚfiÎÂÈÙ·È ÂÚ› ÂÈ‚Â‚·ÈÒÛÂˆ˜ ÙË˜ ‰˘Ó¿ÌÂˆ˜
Ù‹˜ ̄ ¿ÚÈÙÔ˜. ŸÙ·Ó ÙÈÌÔ‡ÌÂ Ù‹Ó ̇ ˆ‹ Î·› ÙËÓ Ì·ÚÙ˘Ú›· ÙÔ˘
∞Á›Ô˘ μ·ÛÈÏÂ›Ô˘, ¿Ó·ÁÓˆÚ›˙Ô˘ÌÂ fiÙÈ  Ë ¯¿ÚË ÙÔ˘ £ÂÔ‡
«ÂÍÂ¯‡ıË Â’·˘ÙfiÓ», ¤ÙÛÈ ÒÛÙÂ Ó· Î·Ù¤¯Ë fi¯È ¿ÏÒ˜ ÙËÓ
‰‡Ó·ÌË Ó¿ «·ÔÎ·Ï‡ÙË Ù· ıÂ›· ¤ÚÁ·» ¿ÏÏ¿ Ó· Â›Ó·È Î·È
«‰È¿ÎÔÓÔ˜ ÙÔ‡ ∂˘·ÁÁÂÏ›Ô˘». ™Ù· ¤ÚÁ·, Ù¿ ÎËÚ‡ÁÌ·Ù· Î·È
ÙÈ˜ ÂÈÛÙÔÏ¤˜ ÙÔ˘, Ô ª¤Á·˜ μ·Û›ÏÂÈÔ˜ ÙfiÓÈ˙Â ÙÔÓ ˙ˆÙÈÎfi

ÚfiÏÔ ÙË˜ ¯¿ÚÈÙÔ˜ ÙÔ˘ £ÂÔ‡. ΔfiÓÈ˙Â, Â›ÛË˜, ÙËÓ ‰‡Ó·ÌË
ÙË˜ ̄ ¿ÚÈÙÔ˜ Ì¤Û· ÌÈ¿˜ ̇ ˆ‹˜ ·ÊÈÂÚˆÌ¤ÓË˜ ÛÙ‹Ó ÊÚÔÓÙ›‰·
ÙˆÓ ·ÚÚÒÛÙˆÓ, ÙˆÓ ÔÚÊ·ÓÒÓ Î·› ÙˆÓ ˘ÂÚËÏ›ÎˆÓ.

ΔËÓ ËÌ¤Ú· ·˘Ù‹ Î·È Î·ı’ fiÏË ÙËÓ ‰È¿ÚÎÂÈ· ÙÔ˘ ÌËÓfi˜
ÿ·ÓÔ˘·Ú›Ô˘, ·Ó·ÁÓˆÚ›˙Ô˘ÌÂ ÙÔ ÈÂÚfi ¤ÚÁÔ ÙË˜ ∞Î·‰ËÌ›·˜
ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ μ·ÛÈÏÂ›Ô˘. ∫¿ıÂ ̄ ÚfiÓÔ Ë ∂ıÓÈÎ‹ ºÈÏfiÙˆ¯Ô˜
∞‰ÂÏÊfiÙË˜ Î·È Ù· ÙÔÈÎ¿ ÙÌ‹Ì·Ù¿ ÙË˜ ËÁÔ‡ÓÙ·È
ÚÔÛ·ıÂ›·˜ Û˘ÁÎÂÓÙÚÒÛÂˆ˜ ¯ÚËÌ¿ÙˆÓ ÁÈ’·˘Ù‹ Ù‹Ó
‰È·ÎÔÓ›· ¯¿ÚÈÙÔ˜. ™¿˜ ÚÔÛÎ·ÏÒ Ó· ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚÂÙÂ
ÁÂÓÓ·Èfi‰ˆÚ· Î·ıÒ˜ Û˘ÌÌÂÙ¤¯ÂÙÂ Û’·˘Ù‹ ÙËÓ ÚÔÛ¿ıÂÈ·
Î·È ÛÙËÓ ÎÔ‹ Ù‹˜ μ·ÛÈÏfiÈÙÙ·˜. ∏ ÊÚÔÓÙ›‰·, Ë
ıÂÚ·Â›· Î·È Ë ·Á¿Ë Ô˘ ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚÔÓÙ·È ·fi ÙÔ
Û˘Ì‚Ô‡ÏÈÔ, ÙÔ˘˜ ‰ÈÂ˘ı˘ÓÙ¤˜ Î·È ÙÔ ÚÔÛˆÈÎfi ÙË˜
∞Î·‰ËÌ›·˜ ·ÔÙÂÏÂ› ÈÛÙ‹ Ì·ÚÙ˘Ú›· ÙË˜ ‰˘Ó¿ÌÂˆ˜ ÙË˜
¯¿ÚÈÙÔ˜. ∫¿ıÂ Ì¤Ú·, Ù· ·È‰È¿ Î·È ÔÈ Ó¤ÔÈ ÙË˜ ∞Î·‰ËÌ›·˜
‚Ï¤Ô˘Ó Î·È ‚ÈÒÓÔ˘Ó ÙËÓ ·Á¿Ë ÙÔ˘ £ÂÔ‡ ÂÓÒ ÙÔ˘˜
ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚÔÓÙ·È ·Ú·‰Â›ÁÌ·Ù· ÙË˜ ·Ó·ÁÎ·ÈfiÙËÙÔ˜ ÙË˜
ÎÔÈÓˆÓ›·˜ Ì·˙› ΔÔ˘.

∂ÎÙfi˜ ·Ô Ù· ‰ÒÚ· Û·˜ ÛÙËÓ ∞Î·‰ËÌ›· ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘
μ·ÛÈÏÂ›Ô˘, Û·˜ ·Ú·Î·ÏÒ Ó· ÚÔÛÂ‡¯ÂÛıÂ ÁÈ’·˘Ù‹ ÙËÓ
‰È·ÎÔÓ›·. ∫·ıÒ˜ ·Ú¯›˙ÂÈ Ô Ó¤Ô˜ ̄ ÚfiÓÔ˜, ·˜ Â›ÛıÂ ¤ÙÔÈÌÔÈ
ÁÈ· ÙÈ˜ ÌÂÁ¿ÏÂ˜ Â˘ÏÔÁ›Â˜ ÙÈ˜ ÔÔ›Â˜ Ô £Âfi˜ ı¿ ¯·Ú›ÛË ÛÂ
Û·˜ Î·› Ì¤Ûˆ ÙˆÓ ÂÓÂÚÁÂÈÒÓ Û·˜ Î·È ÛÂ ¿ÏÏÔ˘˜. ∫·ıÒ˜
ÂÔÚÙ¿˙ÂÙÂ ·˘Ù‹ Ù‹Ó ËÌ¤Ú·, ¤¯ÂÙÂ ÙËÓ ‰˘Ó·ÙfiÙËÙ· Ó·
ÂÈ‚Â‚·ÈÒÛÂÙÂ fiÙÈ Ë ·Á¿Ë Î·È ÙÔ ¤ÏÂÔ˜ ÙÔ˘ £ÂÔ‡ Â›Ó·È
Ì·˙› Û·˜ ¿ÓÙÔÙÂ, Î·È ·˘Ù‹ ÙËÓ ËÌ¤Ú· ÙË˜ ·Ó·Î·ÈÓ›ÛÂˆ˜,
Â‡¯ÔÌ·È ÛÂ Û·˜ Î·È ÙÈ˜ ÔÈÎÔÁ¤ÓÂÈ¤˜ Û·˜ Â˘Ù˘¯ÈÛÌ¤ÓÔ Î·È
Â˘ÏÔÁËÌ¤ÓÔ ÙÔ ¡¤Ô ŒÙÔ˜.

ªÂÙ¿ ·ÙÚÈÎÒÓ Â‡¯ÒÓ Î·È
·Á¿Ë˜ ÂÓ ∫˘Ú›Ô,

† O ∞Ú¯ÈÂ›ÛÎÔÔ˜ ∞ÌÂÚÈÎ‹˜ ¢ËÌ‹ÙÚÈÔ˜

  ª‹Ó˘Ì· ∞Ú¯ÈÂÈÛÎfiÔ˘ ∞ÌÂÚÈÎ‹˜ ¢ËÌËÙÚ›Ô˘
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PHILOPTOHOS NEWS
Happy and healthy New Year to everyone!

I hope you find Joy and peace this coming year personally
as well as in your family.

I would like to thank everyone who came to St. Nicholas
Vespers and graciously brought food and desserts.  We had a lot
of people come to church both on St. Nicholas’s Eve and on the
Feast day our Patron Saint.

• Thank you to everyone that donated food to be distributed
to the needy people of our community during the Thanksgiving
Holiday. The response to our plea was enormous. Also thank
you to everyone who donated food items and clothing for hurri-
cane Sandy’s victims.

• A great big thank you to the following: All the ladies who
came to our Christmas Tea, and brought desserts and door
prizes. Everyone enjoyed themselves. Kai tou Hronou!

• To our Greek school students who put on a little sketch
for all of us to enjoy.

• We are grateful to Mrs. Helen Monopolis, our Greek
School Principal, to Vasiliki Kalograni our Greek School
teacher, and to Mrs. Nancy Anastasiades our PTA President.

• We also extend our heartfelt thank you to Georgia Zervos
Saliaris and Renia Zervos along with the dance group they in-
struct, the Ellinakia. Also to Maria Kaimakis and Manoli
Theohari for the Hellenic Golden Coins’s performance. .  It’s
always such a pleasure for us to watch them all perform.

• The following donations were made to Philoptochos and
we thank the donors for their kindness. Alexandra Karoutsos,
Kaliope Pikounis, Tina Harris in memory of Michael Harris,
Kiki Vavakas in memory of Evridiki Kouteli and Eleni Pikounis
for the  food account.

A wonderful time was had by more than 50 women and men
that shared a meal at “By the Docks” restaurant.

We are looking forward to more evenings like that. Thank
you to Pantelis and Stamatia Ieromonahos for their generosity.
Looking ahead on our events schedule:

January 2nd, Wednesday our general meeting at 7:00 P.M.

with our Annual Christmas Party. Guest speaker Dr. Lyketsos
who was rescheduled from November.

This meeting is open to all the ladies of our community as
we are trying to increase our membership. Please consider join-
ing the Philoptochos Society, you all have so much to offer.
Like I have said before there is no age limit so all the ladies of
our community should be a member of the Philoptohos society

March 8th, Friday  our annual Apokriatiko dinner dance.
Again best wishes to everyone for a wonderful New Year!

Zoe Perdikakis

ST. NICHOLAS “DIAMOND” NEWS
The St. Nicholas “Diamonds” would like to wish everyone a

happy Holiday Season, and invite you to join the “Diamonds”
on January 12th, for their annual Christmas & New Year’s Party
which will be held for the first time in our New Plateia.  Every-
one is welcome to join us for food and fun.  For reservations,
please call Rose Tsakalos at 410-282-2940. Tickets are $35.00.
The luncheon will begin at 12:00 noon.

¡∂∞ ∞¶O Δ∞ ¢π∞ª∞¡Δπ∞ ΔOÀ
∞°πOÀ ¡π∫O§∞OÀ

Δ· ¢π∞ª∞¡Δπ∞ ÙÔ˘ ∞Á›Ô˘ ¡ÈÎÔÏ¿Ô˘ Â‡¯ÔÓÙ·È ÛÂ fiÏÔ˘˜
∫∞§∂™ °π√ƒΔ∂™, Î·È Û·˜ ÚÔÛÎ·ÏÔ‡Ó Ó· Û˘ÌÌÂÙ¤¯ÂÙÂ ÛÙÔ
ÂÙ‹ÛÈÔ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘ÁÂÓÓÈ¿ÙÈÎÔ/¶ÚˆÙÔ¯ÚÔÓÈ¿ÙÈÎÔ °Â‡Ì· ÙÔ˘˜,
ÛÙÈ˜ 12 π·ÓÔ˘·Ú›Ô˘, 2013, Ô˘ ı· Á›ÓÂÈ ÁÈ· ÚÒÙË ÊÔÚ¿ ÛÙËÓ
¶Ï·ÙÂ›·. ŸÏÔÈ Â›ÛÙÂ ÚÔÛÎÂÎÎÏËÌ¤ÓÔÈ Ó· Û˘ÌÌÂÙ¤¯ÂÙÂ ÛÙÔ
Î·Ïfi Ê·ÁËÙfi Î·È ÛÙË ‰È·ÛÎ¤‰·ÛË. °È· Ó· ÎÏÂ›ÛÂÙÂ ı¤ÛÂÈ˜
·Ú·Î·ÏÂ›ÛÙÂ Ó· ÂÈÎÔÈÓˆÓ‹ÛÂÙÂ ÌÂ ÙËÓ Î. ƒfi˙· ΔÛ·Î¿ÏÔ˘
ÛÙÔ 410-282-2940. ∂›ÛÔ‰Ô˜ $35.00 ÙÔ ¿ÙÔÌÔ. °Â‡Ì· ·Ú¯›˙ÂÈ
ÛÙÈ˜ 12:00 ÙÔ ÌÂÛËÌ¤ÚÈ.

ST. NICHOLAS NAME DAY DANCE
The St. Nicholas Name Day Dance held on December 8th

was a huge success. We would like to thank our Parishioners for
attending the dance. The band, Yiannis Lignos and His Orches-
tra played superbly.  Mr. Lignos and his band members spoke
with several individuals in attendance and were gracious in ac-
cepting everyone’s praise and applause. It simply was not an
evening to miss.

The St. Nicholas Parish Council and St. Nicholas Name Day
Dance Committee would like to thank the following restaurants
and individuals for their generous donations:
• Acropolis Restaurant, Mr. Demetrios Avgerinos and
   Mr. Jim Filipidis.
• By the Docks Restaurant     • Rosa Cornias
• Costa’s Inn     • Double-T Diner
• G & M Restaurant and Ioanna Zoulis    • H & S Bakery
• Ikaros Restaurant    • Michael’s Steak and Lobster House
• Samos Restaurant    • Nicholas and Peter Stavlas

Again, the Parish Council and Committee members are ex-
tremely thankful for everyone’s generosity.

The Parish Council Board Members

Dear Parishioners,
It is with great sadness that the Parish Council must

report that the Rev. Father Michael L. Pastrikos’s father,
LAZAROS PASTRIKOS, fell asleep in the Lord on
Christmas Eve, December 24th. Please keep the Rev. Fa-
ther Michael Pastrikos and his family in your thoughts and
prayers.

The Parish Council Board Members
∞Á·ËÙ¿ ª¤ÏË,

ΔÔ ¢ÈÔÈÎËÙÈÎfi ™˘Ì‚Ô‡ÏÈÔ Û·˜ ÁÓˆÛÙÔÔÈÂ›  ÌÂ
ÌÂÁ¿ÏË ıÏ›„Ë fiÙÈ ·Â‚›ˆÛÂ Ô ·Ù¤Ú·˜ ÙÔ˘ πÂÚ¤· Ì·˜,
∞È‰ÂÛ. ¶·Ù¤Ú· ªÈ¯·‹Ï §. ¶·ÛÙÚÈÎÔ‡,   §∞∑∞ƒ√™
¶∞™Δƒπ∫√™, ÙËÓ ·Ú·ÌÔÓ‹ ÙˆÓ ÃÚÈÛÙÔ˘Á¤ÓÓˆÓ, 24
¢ÂÎÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘. ¶·Ú·Î·ÏÂ›ÛÙÂ Ó· ·Ú·ÛÙÂıÂ›ÙÂ ËıÈÎ¿,  Î·È
Ó· ÚÔÛÂ‡¯ÂÛÙÂ ÁÈ· ÙÔÓ ∞È‰. ¶·Ù¤Ú· ªÈ¯·‹Ï Î·È ÙËÓ
ÔÈÎÔÁ¤ÓÂÈ¿ ÙÔ˘.

∂Î ÙÔ˘ ¢ÈÔÈÎËÙÈÎÔ‡ ™˘Ì‚Ô˘Ï›Ô˘

SEE MORE COMMUNITY NEWS on Page 4
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PHILOXENIA HOUSE NEWS

A tree is known by its fruit; a man by his deeds, a good deed
is never lost; he who sows courtesy reaps friendship, and he, who
plants kindness gathers love.” quote from St. Basil the Great.
On behalf of the Philoxenia House Committee we would like to
wish everyone a very Blessed and Healthy New Year!Recently,
the Philoxenia House hosted Mr. Henry Hrisafinas and his fam-
ily, which arrived from Rhodes, Greece for medical treatment.

Mr. Hrisafinas served on the Saint Nicholas Parish Council
and also donated his talent along with his brother as their band
played for many Philoptochos functions. On January 6, 2013, the
Diagoras and the Saint Nicholas Philoptochos were to host an
Agape Luncheon.  Due to Mr. Hrisafina’s passing on December
25th, the luncheon was cancelled. May his memory be eternal
and we wish to extend our sympathy to his family and thank ev-
eryone who extended their love and support to them during this
difficult time.  A special thank you to Mr. Peter Ashton of Bra-
dley Ashton Funeral home.As everyone is aware the Agape lun-
cheons were originally established when the Diagoras and
Philoptochos assisted individuals with medical expenses.

At the Philoptochos meeting of December 4th which was at-
tended by Maria Angelou representing Diagoras, it was mo-
tioned and passed that every January on the Sunday of the
Philoptochos Vasilopita Cutting, an Agape luncheon will be held
and all funds deposited in a joint account with Diagoras /
Philoptochos and used as the need arises.

We would also like to express our sympathy to Father
Michael Pastrikos and his family for the loss of their beloved fa-
ther.  May his memory be eternal and may he rest in peace.

Nora M. Kefalas

Oπ∫Oπª∞ ºπ§O•∂¡π∞™
«ΔÔ ‰¤ÓÚÔ ÁÓˆÚ›˙ÂÙ·È ·fi ÙÔÓ Î·Úfi ÙÔ˘, Ô ¿ÓıÚˆÔ˜ ·fi
ÙÈ˜ Î·Ï¤˜ ÙÔ˘ Ú¿ÍÂÈ˜.
∏ Î·Ï‹ Ú¿ÍÂÈ˜ ÔÙ¤ ‰ÂÓ ¯¿ÓÂÙÂ. ∞˘Ùfi˜ Ô˘ Û¤ÚÓÂÈ Â˘Á¤ÓÈ·,
ıÂÚ›˙ÂÈ ÊÈÏ›·,
∫·È ·˘Ùfi˜ Ô˘ Ê˘ÙÂ‡ÂÈ Î·ÏˆÛ‹ÓË, Ì·˙Â‡Ë ·Á¿Ë.»

(ÕÁÈÔ˜ μ·ÛÂ›ÏÈÔ˜ Ô ª¤Á·˜)

ŒÎ Ì¤ÚÔ˘˜ ÙË˜ ÂÈÙÚÔ‹˜ ÙÔ˘ ÔÈÎÔ›Ì·ÙÔ˜ ºÈÏÔÍÂÓ›·˜
ÂÈıËÌÔ‡ÌÂ fiˆ˜ Â˘¯ËıÔ‡ÌÂ ÂÈ˜ fiÏÔ˘˜ Â˘ÏÔÁËÌ¤ÓÔ Î·È ˘ÁÈ¤˜
ÙÔ ¡¤ÔÓ ŒÙÔ˜.

ΔÂÏÂ˘Ù·›ˆ˜, ÂÈ˜ ÙÔ Û›ÙÈ ÙË˜ ºÈÏÔÍÂÓ›·˜ ÂÊÈÏÔÍÂÓ‹ıË Ô
∫‡ÚÈÔ˜ £·ÚÂÓÓfi˜ (Henry) ÃÚ˘Û·Ê›Ó·˜ Î·È Ë ÔÈÎÔÁ¤ÓÂÈ· ÙÔ˘,
ÔÈ ÔÔ›Ô˘ ¤Êı·Û·Ó ·Ô ÙÔ ÓËÛ› ƒfi‰Ô˜ ÙË˜ ∂ÏÏ¿‰·˜, ‰È·
È·ÙÚÈÎ‹ ÂÚ›ı·Ï„Ë ÂÈ˜ ÙÔ ÓÔÛÔÎÔÌÂ›Ô Johns Hopkins.
√ ∫‡ÚÈÔ˜ ÃÚ˘Û·Ê›Ó·˜ ¤¯ÂÈ ˘ËÚÂÙ‹ÛË ÂÈ˜ ÙÔ Û˘Ì‚Ô‡ÏÈÔ ÙÔ˘
∞Á›Ô˘ ¡ÈÎÔÏ¿Ô˘ ÂÈ˜ ÙÔ ·ÚÂÏıfiÓ.  ∂›ÛÂÈ˜ ¤¯ÂÈ ÚÔÛÊ¤ÚÂÈ
ÂıÂÏÔÓÙÈÎ¿ Î·È ·ÊÈÏÔÎÂÚ‰Ò˜ ÙÔ Ù·Ï¤ÓÙÔ ÙÔ˘ Ì·˙‹ ÌÂ ÙÔÓ
·‰ÂÏÊfi ÙÔ˘ ª·ÓÒÏË Î·È ÙËÓ ÔÚ¯‹ÛÙÚ· ÙÔ˘˜ ÂÈ˜ ÔÏÏ¤˜
ÂÎ‰ËÏÒÛÂÈ˜ ÙË˜ ºÈÏÔÙÒ¯Ô˘.

ΔËÓ 6ËÓ π·ÓÔ˘·Ú›Ô˘ 2013 Ô ƒÔ‰È·Îfi˜ Û‡ÏÏÔÁÔ˜
«¢È·ÁfiÚ·˜» ÛÂ Û˘ÓÂÚÁ·Û›· ÌÂ ÙËÓ ºÈÏfiÙˆ¯ÔÓ ∞Á›Ô˘
¡ÈÎÔÏ¿Ô˘ ÂÚfiÎÂÈÙÔ Ó· ÂÙÔÈÌ¿ÛÔ˘Ó ¿ÏË «°Â‡Ì· ∞Á¿Ë˜».
∞Ô‚ÈÒÛ·ÓÙÔ˜ ÙÔ˘ ∫Ô˘ ÃÚ˘Û·Ê›Ó· ÛÙÈ˜ 25 ¢ÂÎÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘ Î·È ÙÔ
ÁÂ‡Ì· ·ÓÂ‚Ï‹ıË.  ∂›ıÂ Ë ÌÓ‹ÌË ÙÔ˘ Ó· Â›Ó·È ·ÈˆÓ›·.
∂ÎÊÚ¿˙ÔÌÂ Ù· Û˘ÏÏËËÙ‹ÚÈ¿ Ì·˜ ÛÙËÓ ÔÈÎÔÁ¤ÓÂÈ· ÙÔ˘, Î·È

Continued from Page 3

Continued on Page 5

Â˘¯·ÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÌÂ fiÏÔ˘˜ ÔÈ ÔÔ›ÔÈ ÚfiÛÊÂÚ·Ó ÙËÓ ·Á¿Ë Î·È
˘ÔÛÙ‹ÚÈÍ‹ ÙˆÓ ÛÙÈ˜ ‰‡ÛÎÔÏÂ˜ Ì¤ÚÂ˜ ÙË˜ ÔÈÎÔÁ¤ÓÂÈ·˜.  ∂›ÛË˜
Â˘¯·ÚÈÛÙÔ‡ÌÂ ÙÔÓ ∫ÔÓ Peter Ashton ·fi ÙÔ Bradley-Ashton
Funeral Home.

Ÿˆ˜ Â›Ó·È ÁÓˆÛÙfiÓ ÂÈ˜ fiÏÔ˘˜ Ì·˜ Ù· «°Â‡Ì·Ù· ÙË˜
∞Á¿Ë˜» ·Ú¯ÈÎ¿ Î·ıÈÂÚÒıËÎ·Ó Î·ÙfiÈÓ Û˘ÓÂÚÁ·Û›·˜ ÙÔ˘
™˘ÏÏfiÁÔ˘ ¢È·ÁfiÚ·˜ Î·È ºÈÏÔÙÒ¯Ô˘, ‰È· ÚÔÛÊÔÚ¿ ‚ÔËıÂ›·˜
ÂÈ˜ ¿ÙÔÌ· ‰È¿ ·ÓÙÈÌÂÙÒÈÛÈÓ È·ÙÚÈÎÒÓ ‰··ÓÒÓ.  ∂È˜ ÙËÓ
ÁÂÓÈÎ‹Ó Û˘ÓÂ‰Ú›·ÛËÓ ÙË˜ ºÈÏÔÙÒ¯Ô˘ ÙËÓ 4ËÓ ¢ÂÎÂÌ‚Ú›Ô˘
·ÚÂ˘ÚÂıÂ›Û·˜ Î·È ÙË˜ ¢Ô˜ ª·Ú›·˜ ∞ÁÁ¤ÏÔ˘ ˆ˜
·ÓÙÈÚÔÛÒÔ˘ ÙÔ˘ ™˘ÏÏfiÁÔ˘ ¢È·ÁfiÚ·˜, ÂÚÔÙ¿ıË Î·È
Â„ËÊ›ÛıË fiˆ˜ Î¿ıÂ ̄ ÚfiÓÔ ÙÔÓ Ì‹Ó· π·ÓÔ˘¿ÚÈÔÓ Î·È Î·Ù¿ ÙËÓ
∫˘ÚÈ·Î‹ ÙÔ˘ ÎÔ„›Ì·ÙÔ˜ ÙË˜ μ·ÛÈÏfiÈÙ·˜ ÙË˜ ºÈÏÔÙÒ¯Ô˘,
Á›ÓÂÙÂ «°Â‡Ì· ∞Á¿Ë˜» ÙÔ˘ ÔÔ›Ô˘ Ù· ¤ÛÔ‰· ı· Î·Ù·Ù›ıÔÓÙÂ
ÂÈ˜ ÎÔÈÓfi ÏÔÁ·ÚÈ·ÛÌfi, ¢È·ÁfiÚ·˜-ºÈÏfiÙˆ¯Ô˜ fiˆ˜
¯ÚËÛÈÌÔÔÈÔ‡ÓÙ·È ‰È· ¿ÌÂÛË ‚Ô‹ıÂÈ· fiÔÙÂ ÚÔÎ‡ÙÂÈ
·Ó¿ÁÎË.

∂›ÛÂÈ˜ ÂÎÊÚ¿˙ˆÌÂ Ù· Û˘ÏÏËËÙ‹ÚÈ¿ Ì·˜ ÂÈ˜ ÙÔÓ ¶·Ù¤Ú·
ªÈ¯·‹Ï Î·È ÙËÓ ÔÈÎÔÁ¤ÓÂÈ¿ ÙÔ˘ ‰È· ÙÔÓ ı¿Ó·ÙÔÓ ÙÔ˘ ·Á·ËÙÔ‡
ÙˆÓ ·Ù¤Ú·.  ∂›ıÂ Ë ÌÓ‹ÌË ÙÔ˘ Ó· Â›Ó·È ·ÈˆÓ›·, Î·È Ô £Âfi˜ Ó·
ÙÔÓ ·Ó··‡ÛË.

∂Î Ì¤ÚÔ˘˜ ÙË˜ ∂ÈÙÚÔ‹˜ √ÈÎÔ›Ì·ÙÔ˜ ºÈÏÔÍÂÓÂ›·˜

GREEKTOWN CDC
A Message from Colonel John E. Gavrilis, CEO

 Congratulations to the AHEPA Lord Baltimore Chapter

#364 for sponsoring Christmas for the children of the Kennedy
Krieger Institute.  This 11th annual event brings much joy and
happiness to the children and families.

University of MD, Francis King Carey School of Law is
pleased to announce the continuation of the JustAdvice program
through the spring 2013. This is an affordable legal service to the
community for $10. Please call 410-929-4809 for available dates
or to schedule appointments. You can also stop by our office for
more information.

Exciting new resource called Train Baltimore has a mission
to increase the skills, job opportunities, and incomes of low-skill,
low-income workers and job seekers. Their website will connect
people to the resources needed to get ahead. Learn more by vis-
iting www.TrainBaltimore.org.  The Greektown CDC has job
listings from time to time, please call our office to inquire.

The City of Baltimore has started a new program to help
small businesses with a revolving fixed rate loan fund adminis-
tered by the Baltimore Development Corporation. The loan can
be used to meet various operational needs. The loan can range
from $5,000 to $30,000. Interest rate to be determined upon ap-
proval. There are set guidelines, loan terms eligibility require-
ments and restrictions to this program. We have obtained a fact
sheet and application to inform our businesses of this new City
program.

As a reminder, call 911 immediately when witnessing a
crime and 311 for non-emergency calls (trash, rats, illegal dump-
ing, etc.).

Please feel free to come by our office with any questions on
the above programs.

Believe in your community!
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PLATEIA NEWS
The table, located to the right, is a

combined list of events that are in the
planning stages and general usage
ideas.  Please let Maria or Board
members know if you have other ideas
you wish to share.  Also, please look
at the ideas that need leaders and or-
ganizers.

If you have skills or a background
that would be a good fit to lead a par-
ticular event or simply just want to
get involved, please volunteer.  The
Plateia belongs to our community to
use and enjoy. This is a great oppor-
tunity to support our beloved St.
Nicholas by offing your time.

As for a new name for the Plateia
that will be more recognizable to the
Baltimore community, it looks like
the winner of our naming contest is
“The Square at Greektown”.  To
give everyone one more chance to
generate another name, alter or ob-
ject to this name, we will wait one
month to make it official.  If you want
to still weigh-in on the name, please
contact any Board member or Maria
in the Church office.

Happy New Year!

MARYLAND GREEK
INDEPENDENCE
DAY PARADE
By Georgia Vavas

On March 25, 2012, many specta-
tors from across the Mid-Atlantic re-
gion flocked to Baltimore’s officially
designated Greektown to enjoy the
Maryland Greek Independence Day
Parade honoring our ancestors’ sacri-
fices to preserve the ideals of Freedom
and Democracy. This day marked the
191st Anniversary of the Declaration
of Independence, when our forefa-
thers declared independence from al-
most 400 years of Ottoman Turkish
occupation.

More than 50 marching groups
participated in the Parade including
Greek and American government of-
ficials, media personalities, the Hel-
lenic Warriors, children and adults in
colorful ethnic Greek costumes,
Greek Orthodox clergy, the U.S. Na-
val Academy Marching Band and
Baltimore’s own “Evzones” – Greek
Honor Guard.

Among the dignitaries who at-
tended this year’s Parade were Lt.
Governor Anthony Brown, retired

U.S. Senator Paul Sarbanes, U.S. Senator Ben Cardin, Senator Bill Ferguson, U.S. Congress-
man John Sarbanes, Baltimore City Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake, Deputy Mayor
Kaliope Parthemos, and officials from the Greek and Cypriot Embassies.

Congratulations to the Parade Committee Chairman George Stakias, Co-Chairman
Dino Frangos, Parade Marshal Emmanuel Matsos, and the dedicated Maryland Greek In-
dependence Day Parade Committee for their hard work and leadership in making this
year’s event a huge success. For more information, go to www.GreekParade.com.
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Greek School Christmas Program

Greek School students as
the “Three Wise Men.”

Two Greek School students dressed as a shepherd
and wise man for the Christmas Program.

Two Greek School students dressed as
reindeers for the Christmas Program.

Greek School students practicing the skit, “
The Drummer Boy” before the Christmas
Program performance.

Greek School students performing the song, “O Christmas Tree-
O Tannenbaum.”

Greek School students as the Archangels and the Star of Bethlehem.
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Sunday School Christmas Program—Sharing Memories from Christmas’s Past

G.O.Y.A.—Singing "Ta Kalanta" & keeping Greek Traditions Alive!

The children
presented their
Christmas Program
“Sharing Memories
from Christmas’s
Past”. The students
read short stories on
how their parents or
grandparents
remembered spending
their Christmas with
their families in
Greece. Everyone
enjoyed the program.

On Thursday, December 27th, the GOYAns trav-
eled door to door, business to business singing a spe-
cial Christmas carol, “ Ta Kalanda” to bring good luck
and to welcome in the New Year to our neighbors and
local businesses.  A very special THANK YOU to all
the parents, particularly Mr. Jimmy Stakias, Mrs. Eleni
Kostakis, Mrs. Kelly Angelos, Mrs. Irene Komninos,
Mrs. Katerina Patrikios, Mrs. Kyriala Cornias and
Mrs. Nancy Anastasiades, who that took time off of
their busy work schedules to come and drive all of our
GOYAns around town taking them from different busi-
nesses.

Also, a thank you to the advisors, Mrs. Kelly
Argetakis, Mrs. Mia Atsidis, Mrs. Patricia Topou-
zoglou and especially Mrs. Virginia Polychronis who
organized it all.  Also we would like to thank all the
businesses and patrons that donated and opened up
their places for our GOYANS to come in and sing the
carols.   And lastly, thank you to Rosarios for opening
up their restaurant for the GOYAns to have lunch and
take a break. Without all of YOU this day would not
have not happened or been successful!!

Thank you for your support!
∫·È ÙÔ˘ ÃÚfiÓÔ˘!
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KOINONIA DEADLINE
To all of our readers and organizations, submit your
article(s) to the Koinonia staff by the deadline stated be-
low. If your article is not received by that time, it will not
be included in upcoming Koinonia. All articles or post-
ers are due by the 14th of the current month for the up-
coming month’s issue.

ISSUE MONTH: FEBRUARY, 2013
DEADLINE: JANUARY 19TH

You may drop your article to the church office
or e-mail it to Mr. Demos Anastasiades at:

demos@comcast.net

If you are interested in making a donation to our
Parish in Memory of someone, please contact the
Church Secretary Maria Salpeas at 410-633-5020.

DONATIONS IN MEMORIAM
A DONATION WAS GIVEN TO
SAINT NICHOLAS CHURCH to
honor Mr. George Sfakianoudis and
his wife Angie Sfakianoudis, by Ms.
Ciccy Funk, wishing them Merry
Christmas, and all the God’s blessings
for the upcoming New Year 2013.

EXPENSES
CAPITAL COSTS
6430 • Plateia Expenses .......................................................................... $ 72,394.76
6431 • Plateia Utilities, BG&E ................................................................... $ 9,238.36
6432 • Plateia Water and Sewer ............................................................. $ 940.00
6433 • Plateia Verizon Wireless ............................................................... $ 1,191.80
Total CAPITAL COSTS ..........................................................................$ 83,764.92

GENERAL & ADMINISTRATION
6433 • Church Supplies ........................................................................... $ 2,837.85
6100 • Accounting .................................................................................... $ 4,500.00
6110 • Advertising—Yellow Pages & Koinonia ........................................ $ 8,486.50
6130 • Auto Repair ................................................................................... $ 4,644.60
6140 • Bank Fees ..................................................................................... $ 4,364.87
6160 • Clergy Laity Congress .................................................................. $ 7,827.81
6200 • Equipment Rental ......................................................................... $ 1,918.08
6210 • Fair Share (Archdiocese) .............................................................. $ 21,000.00
6250 • Insurance—General Liability ........................................................ $ 13,717.93
6260 • Insurance—Worker’s Compensation ............................................ $ 1,923.00
6270 • Interest Expense ........................................................................... $ 80.61
6300 • Office Expense ............................................................................. $ 1,813.13
6320 • Postage and Delivery ................................................................... $ 3,574.94
6330 • Professional Fees—Subcontract .................................................. $ 1,360.00
6340 • Printing Expense ........................................................................... $ 1,800.38
6360 • Telephone ..................................................................................... $ 2,308.47
Total General & Administration Costs ..................................................$ 82,158.86

OCCUPANCY COSTS
6120 • Alarm Monitoring ........................................................................... $ 838.92
6150 • Building Maintenance ................................................................... $ 14,631.80
6230 • Ground Rent ................................................................................. $ 905.00
6280 • Janitor’s Supplies .......................................................................... $ 5,174.79
6310 • Permits & Licenses ....................................................................... $ 1,543.00
6370 • Trash Removal ............................................................................. $ 2,692.95
6390 • Utilities .......................................................................................... $ 27,551.39
6400 • Water and Sewer ......................................................................... $ 3,999.08
6401 • Security ........................................................................................ $ 304.00
          OCCUPANCY COSTS — Other ................................................... $ 57,640.93

PAYROLL EXPENSES
6000 • Church Personnel Payroll ............................................................. $ 105,197.44
6010 • Priest Payroll ................................................................................ $ 78,572.26
6020 • Greek School Teachers Payroll .................................................... $ 42,036.40
6030 • Choir Leader Payroll ..................................................................... $ 15,491.74
6031 • Temporary Clergy Services .......................................................... $ 4,000.00
6040 • Organist Payroll ............................................................................ $ 3,500.00
6050 • Payroll Taxes ................................................................................ $ 13,690.80
6060 • Pension ......................................................................................... $ 5,000.00

St. Nicholas Profit & Loss January-November, 2012
6070 • Employee Benefit (Health) ............................................................ $ 45,443.52
6080 • Auto/Health Allowance ................................................................. $    12,000,00
6090 • Mileage Reimbursement ............................................................... $ 23.10
Total Payroll Expenses ..........................................................................$ 324,955.26

YOUTH AND EDUCATIONAL
Youth and Educational Expenses ...................................................... $ 2,251.66
Youth and Educational—Books and CD's ......................................... $ 418.90

Total Youth and Educational Costs ...................................................... $ 2,670.56

TOTAL EXPENSES ................................................................................ $ 548,565.88

Net Ordinary Income (Net Income) ...................................................... $ (96,413.62)

ORDINARY INCOME/EXPENSE
Income

Other Donations ....................................................................................... $ 6,636.00

4000 • Stewardship .................................................................................. $ 195,235.20

4010 • Greek School/Summer Camp Registration ................................... $ 30,240.00

4020 • Sales, Candles .............................................................................. $ 74,397.30

4030 • Sales, Flowers .............................................................................. $ 1,020.00

4040 • Sales, Dances .............................................................................. $ 29,930.63

4050 • Donations- Church ........................................................................ $ 64,839.83

4060 • Donations—Trays ......................................................................... $ 15,589.00

4070 • Donations—Church Hall ............................................................... $ 8,245.00

4080 • Donations—Memorial ................................................................... $ 16,625.00

4100 • Donations—Christmas Card ......................................................... $ 540.00

4110 • Greek Festival Income* ................................................................ $ 25,320.00
*( $100,000 was paid directly out of the Greek Festival Bank Acct.

to cover an  invoice from the General Contractor in June, 2012.)

4130 • Interest Income ............................................................................. $ 6.31

4140 • Building Fund Tray Income ........................................................... $ 9,726.00

4150 • Youth Income ............................................................................... $ 2,185.72
Total Income ....................................................................................$ 480,535.99

Cost of Goods Sold

5000 • Candle Expense ........................................................................... $ 12,945.00

5010 • Flower Expense ............................................................................ $ 4,550.00

5015 • Christmas Card Expense .............................................................. $ 510.50

5020 • Dance Expense ............................................................................ $ 12,326.78

5030 • Greek Festival Expense ............................................................... $ 1,595.45

5040 • Hall Cleaning Expense ................................................................. $ 1,200.00
Total COGS .......................................................................................$ 33,127.73

Gross Profit ............................................................................................$ 447,408.26

Expenses ................................................................................................$ 531,190.53

Net Loss .................................................................................................$ -103,782.27

IN MEMORY OF
EKATERINI BOURGOUTZIS
Dr. & Mrs. Nicholas Papadimitriou
IN MEMORY OF
ANEZOULA MASTROVASILIS
Dr. & Mrs. Nicholas
Papadimitriou
IN MEMORY OF
CHRYSANTHI KOSMAS
Dr. & Mrs. Nicholas Papadimitriou
Mr. & Mrs. John Sigambris
IN MEMORY OF
SOPHIA DIAKOULAS
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Trikoulis &
Joanne
Mrs. Anastasia Christ
IN MEMORY OF
EVRIDIKI KOUTELIS
Mrs. Vasiliki Klosterides
George & Nicoletta Roros
Mr. & Mrs. Ector Alexandratos
Ms. Eugenia Kalis
Mrs. Despina Argyrakis
IN MEMORY OF HARRY TSAKALOS
Mr. & Mrs. George Soulikas

IN MEMORY OF
LAMBROS NEOFITOU
Mrs. Athina Neofitou
IN MEMORY OF NICK NIKITAS
Mr. Antonios Sazaklis
IN MEMORY OF IRENE MAVRONIS
Mr. & Mrs. Manuel
Mastromanolis
Mrs. Anastasia Vasilakopoulos
Ms. Eugenia Kalis
IN MEMORY OF
SAVVAS & MARIA GEORGAS
Ms. Anthie Georgas
IN MEMORY OF ANNA PETRIDES
Ms. Claire Petrides
Ms. Anthie Georgas
IN MEMORY OF ANNA MELIGAGOS
Ms. Eugenia Kalis
IN MEMORY OF PETROS ROUTSIS
Ms. Eugenia Kalis
IN MEMORY OF STEVE MARKAS
Ms. Eugenia Kalis
IN MEMORY OF
ERMIONI KARITIS TSOTTLES
Ms. Eugenia Kalis
Maria Salpeas & Family

IN MEMORY OF MENIO PIZANIS
Ms. Eugenia Kalis
IN MEMORY OF NICHOLAS
MOUTSOS
Mr. & Mrs. John Sigambris
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The Importance of St. Nicholas in My Life
By Maria Stavrakis

Saint Paul says in his first letter to Timothy: “Let no one de-
spise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in
conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” (1 Timothy
4:12)The youth of today is the future of tomorrow. The way that
we live our life, as the youth, reflects the image of the church
tomorrow. As well, we reflect the image of the society and the
family tomorrow. More than that, we reflect the nature of the
humanity to come.

As a youth, I personally feel that I am responsible to witness
for the future of all that I just mentioned.I am a proud Greek.
But I have learned that the spirit of Greece is Orthodoxy. When
I look at the Greek flag, I see the cross. When I visit my country,
I see churches, faith, and tradition. I see the goodness on the
people’s faces. And again, I feel responsible for how I will de-
liver all of that to my children in the future, so that they may feel
like me, proud.To witness all these values, as a Greek American,
I ask myself, is it enough for me to just learn the Greek language?
Or to be active in my church’s festival? Or the church’s fund rais-
ing? I’m not saying that is not important, but it is more impor-
tant to bring a spirit to the body.

The spirit is Orthodoxy, as a way of living, not just as a title.I
was an active member in Goya, and now in college, I am the
president of the Orthodox group on campus. Today when we are
facing all the life challenges, I ask myself more than before, was
what I learned in Goya enough to understand what Orthodoxy
is? Was it enough for me to be spiritually active? I have the same
concerns about my friends, my sisters and brother, and their
friends. Are they living their spirituality as Greek Orthodox? Is
what we are learning, as the Christian Orthodox youth, enough
to face a society that keeps God away from the daily life. Is it
enough to face a society where schools do not allow God any-
more, but drugs, violence, and hate are all welcomed. All of that
brings fear to me, and concerns about the future of my commu-

nity and the future of my children.I am not saying that to criti-
cize anyone.

I love my priest, and I see how hard he works in a big com-
munity like ours. I see the hard work of the parish council and
the women. I am here to criticize myself in front of all of you by
asking, how much have I learned in my church about the history
of the church, the sacraments, and the spirituality? How much
have I learned about how to live my Orthodoxy and to witness it
to others? How much have I understood and enjoyed the liturgi-
cal services especially when parts of it are not in English?

How much did I take the Goya events seriously? Whether it
was bible bowl, or spiritual retreats. How much have I visited
Orthodox monasteries to strengthen my faith? I’m not sure that
I did most of that full heartedly. But I wish to all of the youth, to
take it seriously because it is important.Let us keep all the good
things we have in our beloved church, but let us also add to it
what is needed to make it more alive. I ask kindly to all our par-
ents to be more serious about their children’s relationship with
the church and God.

I ask with much love to all the youth to take their spiritual
life more seriously because the challenges are increasing. I ask
the children, to appreciate all that their parents, the priest, and
the youth are trying to do for them, to offer them a better life.

Day after day, I see how the days are becoming more evil.
And that makes me ask myself if I am being the salt of the earth
and the light of the world, as our Lord asked us to be. May the
Lord have mercy on me and on all of us, and may he illumine
our hearts to see the grace He gave us as true Christians, and
may He help us to invest all of His graces for the glory of His
name, the glory of His church, and the joy and salvation of our
community.

“Let no one despise [our] youth, but [let us] be an example to
the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, [and]
in purity.”  

STEWARDSHIP FOR 2013—ARE YOU ON THE LIST?

            PLEDGED                PAYMENTS         BALANCE
   TOTALS: $57,105.00          $31,075.00         $26,030.00
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STEWARDSHIP FOR 2012—ARE YOU ON THE LIST?



January/π·ÓÔ˘¿ÚÈÔ˜, 2013 KOINONIA PAGE 11

STEWARDSHIP FOR 2012—ARE YOU ON THE LIST?

            PLEDGED                PAYMENTS         BALANCE
   TOTALS: $214,009.00          $213,505.00         $503.38

Happy NewYear!
∂˘Ù˘¯ÈÛÌ¤ÓÔ ÙÔ ¡¤Ô ŒÙÔ˜

2013!
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LITURGICAL PROGRAM FOR JANUARY, 2013
SATURDAY,  JANUARY 5: Eve of Epiphany:
Orthros: 8:45 am; Divine Liturgy: 9:30 am;
Blessing of the Waters will follow.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 6: Holy Epiphany Day:
We celebrate the Baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ:
Orthros: 8:45 am; Divine Liturgy: 10:00 am.
Blessing of the Waters will follow.
MONDAY, JANUARY 7: The Synaxis of John the Baptist:
Orthros: 8:45 am; Divine Liturgy: 9:30 am.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 13: Sunday after Epiphany:
Orthros: 8:45 am; Divine Liturgy: 10:00 am.
THURSDAY, JANUARY 17: St. Anthony the Great:
Orthros: 8:45 am; Divine Liturgy: 9:30 am.
FRIDAY, JANUARY 18: St. Athanasios & Cyril Patriarchs of
Alexandria: Orthros: 8:45 am; Divine Litutgy: 9:30.
SUNDAY,  JANUARY 20: 12th Sunday of Luke (Ten
Lepers):   Orthros: 8:45 am; Divine Liturgy: 10:00
FRIDAY, JANUARY 25: St. Gregory the Theologian:
Orthros: 8:45 am; Divine Liturgy: 9:30am
SUNDAY, JANUARY 27: 15th Sunday of Luke
(Zacchaeus): Orthros: 8:45 am; Divine Liturgy: 10:00 am
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 30: The Three Hierarchs:
Orthros: 8:45 am; Divine Liturgy: 9:30 am.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
SATURDAY, JANUARY 5: The Greek School Trip to Port
Discovery from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 5: The Ladies Panchian Society
“Chios” Monthly Meeting from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 6: Sunday School Resumes. Children
should be church by 10 a.m.
SUNDAY, JANUARY 6: Vasilopita Cutting by the Ladies
Philoptochos after the Divine Liturgy.
SATURDAY, JANUARY 12: J.O.Y. Program from 12 noon
to 2 p.m. at the St. Nicholas Church.
SATURDAY, JANUARY 12: The St. Nicholas “Diamonds”
Holiday Season Celebration at the Plateia at 12 noon.
SATURDAY-SUNDAY, JANUARY 18th-19th: Ellinakia
Dance Competition in Annapolis, Md.
MONDAY, JANUARY 21: Greek School. Closed for Federal
Holiday.
SATURDAY, JANUARY 26: GOYA Snow Tubing Event—
(tentative).
SUNDAY, JANUARY 27: Greek School Three Hierarch
Celebration after the Divine Liturgy in church.

UPCOMING EVENTS
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2: J.O.Y. Program from 12 noon
to 2 p.m.
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4: GOYA Monthly Meeting starting
at 7 p.m.
SATURDAY-SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9-10: GOYA Home
Basketball Tournament at the MD Junior Sports Center,
8221 Preston Court, #F, Jessup, Md. 20794
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12: Diamonds Monthly Luncheon
Meeting starting at 1 p.m.
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