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ne question asked by Psychologists is: “Is Your Glass Half

Empty or Half Full?” As we leave the year 2023 behind
and welcome 2024, we usually take stock of the past year and
set goals for the new year. Looking back some will see the
glass half empty. They will only see the pain, the misery, the
disappointments, the difficult times and days. They will see evil,
injustice, war, poverty. And we certainly cannot close our eyes
to all of this. We must face the truth head on and fight with all
our might for good and justice. So, it is true that the past year
has had unpleasant news that filled our hearts with pain. And
too often people ask themselves “Why?” In fact, not a few times
they blame God for all the evils that happen in the world. Thus,
complaint, bitterness and disappointment flood their inner
world and they lack the strength and courage to strive for the
best.

But is this true? Is it all God’s fault? How can God, who is love
and compassion, be responsible for the evil in the world? My
beloved in Christ, God is not to blame for the evil that exists
in the world. Evil is not the will of God. God’s holy will is that
there should be peace, love, justice in the world. And for his will
to be done, as we say in the words of the Sunday prayer, “thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven,” we must live according
to his commandments, according to the Holy Gospel. But we
have forgotten all that. We ignore God’s will. We have left God
out of our lives. And that’s where all the evil comes from. We
remember God only to blame Him, but we don't remember
Him when we are well. We don’t remember Him when we enjoy
His blessings and gifts and forget to thank and praise Him. This
is why we end up seeing the glass half empty.

Is there another way to see reality? Is there a way to see the glass
halffull? Of course, there is. That way is to gratefully acknowledge

all the good things God has given
us. The moments of joy, of blessing,
of rejoicing. The spiritual gifts
of God, love, peace, justice. Our |
efforts to stand with compassion
close to our suffering fellow man.
The births, the Baptisms, the Marriages, the graduations, the
progress of the children. Also, the gift of health for those who
enjoy it. If we go back in time, to the past year, and look with
good intentions, we will find countless moments for which we
owe gratitude to God or to God’s people who, in doing His
holy will, have supported us, helped us, encouraged us to get
up and stand again and continue our journey through life.

And in the new year, 2024, we will also have joys and sorrows.
Blessings and temptations. Trials and visitations of God’s
grace. My wish for everyone from the bottom of my heart is
that God’s Grace will flood your hearts and lives. And may
the cup of life be neither half full nor half empty. May it be
filled with the love and Grace of God. May it be full of the
living water that our Christ offers and whoever drinks from it,
according to His own words, will never thirst again in the ages.
The fountainhead of life is our Christ. Everyone, who is weary
and thirsty for truth and righteousness will find comfort and
hope only near Him. I pray and ask the Most Merciful God to
enlighten us all in the new year, to guide our steps, and protect
us, that we may always be close to Him.

With paternal love in Christ,
Protopresbyter Georgios Oikonomou




f Eva gpwtna mov Tifetat and tovg Yuxohdyoug iva

nwg PAEmeL €vag avBpwmog éva oTNpL, OV eivat
yepdto pexpt tn péon. To PAémel piooyepdro 1 to PAémet
Hooadelo;

KaBwg agrivovpe miow poag Tto £€tog 2023 kot
VTT0SEXOHAOTE TO VE0 £T0G2024, cuvnBifovpe vakavoue
€Vay amoAOYLOHO yla TOV TIPOTYOVUEVO XPOVO aAAd Kat
va opiCovpe 6TOXOVG Yl To VEO €T0G. Kottwvtag, Aotmov,
Tow oToV epaopévo xpdvo kamotot Ba dovv To motrpL
tooddeto. @a dovv povo TOV TOVO, TN dvoTL)ia, TI
anoyonTevoeLs, TiG SUOKOAEG OTLYpESG Kat TiG SUOKOAEG
nuépes. Oa dovv To KaKO, TNV adikia, TOV TOAEpO, TN
gTwxeta. Kat onwodnmote dev umopolpe ovte mpémel
va KAeloovpe ta patia pag oe Oha avta. O@eilovpe
TavTa va avtikpvlovpe v alnbela katdpata kaw va
aywVI{OHAOTE e OAEG [AG TIG SUVAYELS Yia TO KAAO Kot
™ Swawoovvn. Eivau Aowmov avavtippntn akndeia 611 o
TIPOTYOVHEVOG XPOVOG eixe TOAAEG SuodpeoTEG €10 OELG,
TIOL Yooy OVo TG kapdiég pag. Kat moAd ovyva ot
avBpwTot avapwtiodvtal Kat kpavyd{ovv pe OAn
Svvapn g yoxng tovg “Tiati”; Aev eivan Aiyeg oL opég
HAALOTA TIOL KATAAyOUV OTO onueio va pixvouvv To
@Taifio yia 6Aa ta Kakd mov cupPaivovv 6Tov KOoUO
otov 1010 tov O¢od. ‘Etol, to mapamovo, n mikpa kat 1)
amoyonTevon TANEpLPL{oVV TOV E0WTEPIKO TOVG KOOUO
Kat Ogv £xovv SVVALN Kal KOVPAYLO VAl Ay@VIOTOVV YL
T0 KaAVTEpO.

Eivat dpwg aAnBeta avtd, adedgoi pov; Oraiet yio OAa
0 O¢dg; IMwg yivetar kat mwg Ba propovoe o Oedg, o
omoiog eivau ayamn kot evomhayvia va evfovetat yia to
KAKO TIOV VTAPXEL 0TOV KOOHO; Ayanntol Hov, Sev graiet
0 O&d¢ yla To KAKO OV LIAPYEL 0TOV KOouo. To kako
dev eivat To BéAnpa Tov Oeov. To dyto BEAnHa Tov OgoD
elval Vo LTIAPYEL OTOV KOO0 ELPTVT), AYAT), Stkaloovvn.
Kat yia va yiver to BéAnua tov mpaypatikotnta, Onwg
Aépe ota Aoyia g Kvprakng mpooevxng “yevndntw to
0éAnua oov, g v ovpavd kal &mi TAG YiG, opeilovpe
epeig ot avBpwmol va {olpe oVHPWVA HE TIG EVTONEG
Tov, va {ovpe odpgwva pe 1o Evayyého. Opwg epeig
Ta Eexaoape Oha avTd. Ayvoovpe emdelktikd o OéAnua
Tov Oeol. Agrioape evovveidnta tov Oed é§w and
(wn pag. Kat and exel mydlovv dda ta kakd. Tati
Xwpis Oeod OAa emtpémovTal, Xwpis Oed pmopel KATOLOG
va BAdmrtel, va kAEPeL, va adlkel, va OKOTWVeL xwpig va
eunodiletat amo Tov vopo tov ol

‘Etot ptdoape oto onpeio va Quudpaote tov @ed povo
yla va Tov katnyoprjoovpe. AANG dev tov Bupdpaote
TOTE, OTav eipacte Kald. Aev tov Qupopaote, otav
amohapPdavovpe TG gvloyieg kar TG Owpeeg Tov
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kot Eexvape va Tov evxapiotioovpe kat va Tov
do&oloynoovpe. Tia avtd telika PAémovpe To TTOTHPL
pooadeto.

Yrapxet AANOG TpOTOG v SOVE TNV TPAYHATIKOTNTA;
Yrapxet 1poToG va S0V E TO TOTHPLLOO0YEUATO; Befaiwg
Kat vapxet. O TpOTOG AVTOG Eival va avayvwpicovpe
{e TATEIVWOT] Kal EVYVWUOOUVI OAa Ta KAAd TTOV Hag
x&ploe 0 Oedg. Na Bounbovpe Tig oTrypés TG Xapds,
™G evloyiag, TG ayariiaong. Ta mvevpatikd dwpa
Tov @0V, TNV aydnn, v epnvn, T dikawoovvn, TV
npaotnta. Na Tov evyaplotroovpe yia v mpoonddetd
pHag va otabobpe pe evomAayvia KOVTd GTOV TAoXOVTa
oLVAVOPWTO KAl Yl TO €pyo OV YiveTaw amo kdabe
PAOTTWXO0 adeA@O poag. Na Bvpnbovue ektog amod ta
AoXnua TN Xapd amo TIG YEVVNOELG TaUdLwY, amd TIG
Bagrtioeig, Tovg [dpovg, TI¢ anogoltnoelg, Tnv mpoodo
kot TNy eEEAgn Twv audidv. Na pun Anopovooye to Swpo
NG VYEIAG Yl 600VG TO amoAapavovy. Av, ETOpEVWG,
yvpioovpe miow 0TOV XpOVO OTO TEPACHEVO €TOG, Kal
Kottd&ove pe ayadn mpoaipeon, Ba fpodpe avapiBunteg
OTLYHEG, Yl TIG OTIOIEG OQEINOVIE EVYVWHOOVVI] GTOV
Oeo 1 o avBpwmovg Tov A€o, Ol OTTOIOL TTPATTOVTAG
T0 aywo 0éAnud Tov pag otrpEay, pag Bondnoav, pag
evBappuvay, £yvav 1 Baktnpia pag ya va onkwdovpe
Kat va otabovpe mail opbiot kat va ovvexioovue tnv
nopeia pag otn {w).

Kat 0 katvovpylog xpdvog, 1o 2024, 6mwg oAokAnpn n
{wn} Tov avBpwTov, Ba €xel emiong xapEg aAAd kat AUTEG.
Evloyieg kat melpaopons. Aokipaoieg Kat emoKEYELG TNG
Xdpirog Tov Oeov. H vy pov mpog 0Aovg ivat n) Xdpig
Tov ol va TANuUVpioet TG KapdiEg kat Tig (weG 0.
Kat 1o motrpt g (wn|g va unv eivan o0Te pooyepdTo
ovTe pooddeto. Na mAnupvpiler pe v avekAaAnt
aydmnn kot T Xapt Tov @=ov. Na eival yepuato anod 1o
{wv VOwp MOV TIPOoPEpeL 0 XPLOTOG pag Kat OTOLOG
mivel amo avtd, ovpwva pe ta dwd Tov Aoyia, Sev
Ba avaduydoet moté otovg awwveg. H mmyr| tng (wr|g
Kat NG aAnfvng, TG awwviag xapdag eivat o Xplotog
pag. O kovpaouévog kar Styaouévog yia tnv akndela
kat T Sikawoovvn avBpwmog Tov cHYXpPOovoL KOOHOL
unopet va Ppet maprnyoptd kau eAmida povo kovtd Tov.
[Tpooevyopan tamevd kaw mapakohw tov Ilavayabo
O£ va pag wtioet OAOVG TOV VEo Xpovo, va kabodnyei
Ta BHatd Hag Kat va [ag TPOOTATEVEL, Yla VA iAo Te
ndvtote kovtd Tov.

Me ev Xplotw ayann,
ITpwtonpeoPitepog [ewpytog Otkovopov
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CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

PROTOPRESBYTER FR. GEORGIOS OIKONOMOU, PASTOR  Tel: 410-633-5020 * Fax: 410-633-4352 « Cell: 443-422-4548

CHURCH SECRETARY
PARASKEVI KOTSATOU

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
AMALIA SYROPOULOS-KOSTRIVAS

PARISH COUNCIL

PRESIDENT - STAMATIA IEROMONAHOS
VICE PRESIDENT - VASILIS ARGIROPOULOS
TREASURER - NICK ARAVIDIS
ASSISTANT TREASURER - SOFIA XOURI
RECORDING SECRETARY - MARY ILIADIS
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY - IOANNIS
SFAKIANOUDIS

BOARD MEMBERS:

JOHN CHRISSOMALLIS

JOHN KEVAS

JOHN KOROLOGOS

PETE SALIARIS

STANLEY SOURANIS

EMMANUEL THEOHARIS

PHILOPTOCHOS

MARIA GEORGAKI - PRESIDENT

ZOE PERDIKAKIS - VICE PRESIDENT

MARIA KARAGIANNI - 2"P VICE PRESIDENT
PANAGIOTA KOUTSANTONIS - SECRETARY
EVANYCHIS - CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
NORA KEFALAS - TREASURER

STELLA KOUKIDES - ASSISTANT TREASURER
IRENE VASILIOS - ADVISOR

BOARD MEMBERS:

KATINA FOTINOS, MARIA KOUTSOURL, PATTY
MICKLOS, ELENI PIKOUNIS, EVAGELIA SALIARIS,
RENEE THEMELIS, TSAMBIKA TRIANTAFILOS,
KATINA YIANAKIS, CHRISTINE ZERVOS

SEXTON
STANLEY CAVOURAS

HELLENIC GOLDEN COINS
KATERINA PATRIKIOS, DIRECTOR
FOULA PARAGIOS & IRENE ANGELOS,
DANCE INSTRUCTORS

PAN-HELLENIC BOARD MEMBERS

METAXIA KARDIASSMENOS - HONORARY MEMBER
EFFIE KARAMBELAS - DANCE TEACHER

FOTEINI ARGIROPOULOS - POC

DIAMONDS

ROSE TSAKALOS - PRESIDENT

ROZA CORNIAS - VICE-PRESIDENT

ANASTASIA VASILAKOPOULOS - SECRETARY
MARY SERAFIS - REASURER

BOARD MEMBERS

SOULA GIANNAKOULIAS, SOULA KAPETANAKOS,
EVALALLAS

G.O.Y.A.

RITA QUINTERO, HEAD ADVISOR
stnicholasgoyabalto@gmail.com

RENA KOUTSANTONIS

NITSA ZDZIERA

DEBBIE NISTAZOS

EMILY SYROPOULOS

G.0.Y.A. COACHES

BOYS A & BOYS B TEAMS: DENNIS QUINTERO
GIRLS A & GIRLS B TEAMS: ANGELICA QUINTERO,
GENEVIEVE ZDZIERA, PANAYIOTA KOUTSANTONIS

G.0.Y.A. BOARD MEMBERS

PRESIDENT- LEAH KOUTSANTONIS

VICE PRESIDENT - SOFIA KOUMOUDIS

TREASURER - KATERINA TOMAZOS
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY - PANAGIOTA ZDZIERA
RECORDING SECRETARY - CHRISTINA ALAFASSOS
HISTORIAN - ELLIE FILIPPOU AND LIA CEJPEK
SERGEANT AT ARMS - NIKO STAMIDIS

SUNDAY SCHOOL

PHAEDRA AVGERINOS AND SOPHIA GERAPETRITIS,
DIRECTORS

PHAEDRA AVGERINOS 10TH

NIKKI CANNING AND ROSE KOSTAKIS,
PRE-KINDERGARTEN

YANA KARABELAS, KINDERGARTEN

IMPORTANT NOTICE:

PENNY GERAPETRITIS & VASILIKI FONIADIKI, 1ST & 2ND
JENNA STAKIAS, 3RD & 4TH

STAVROULA SAKELAKIS 5TH

KALLIOPI CORNIAS & FLORA GIACOUMAKIS, 6TH
ELENI PIKOUNIS 7TH

MARIA FILIPPOU. 8TH & 9TH

AFTERNOON GREEK SCHOOL
PRINCIPAL: STAMATIA IEROMONAHOS
PARASKEVI KOTSATOU

ELENI MASTORA

AGAPI MOSKONAS

YVONI GALETAKI
VOULA KOSMATOU
DESPINA LARENTZOS
EVANGELIA PAPADIMAS

GREEK SCHOOL P.T.A.

ALEXANDRA KAROUTSOS - PRESIDENT
ALEXANDRA FORAKIS - VICE PRESIDENT
DIMITRA DOUSKAS - SECRETARY
AGATHI DIAKANTONIS - TREASURER
BOARD MEMBERS:

MARIA IEROMONAHOS

TSAMBIKA KOROLOGOS

ANNA NIKOLETOU

TINA STAMATIADI

ANGELA YEAKIM

YAL
FOULA PARAGIOS

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
IRENE VASILAKOPOULOS, CHAIRPERSON
ADRIENNE KOURTESIS

KOINONIA DEADLINE

Please submit your article(s) to the Koinonia staff by the deadline stated below:

ISSUE MONTH: FEBRUARY 2024
SUBMISSIONS DUE: JANUARY 20"

Please email your article(s) to: vkotsatou@stnicholasmd.org

Articles are due no later than the 20th of each month. If they are received after the
deadline they will be published in the following month’s issue.
All articles must be proofread and color corrected prior to submission.
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Our beloved parishioners & friends of our church,

The blessed new year dawned, holding in its basket
all the beautiful things of life: Optimism, Faith,
Hope, Patience, Mutual Help, Respect, Appreciation,
Kindness but above all Love endless Love.

So, with all these as our guides and with our hand on
our heart, we, the council, continue our important
work. With all of you beside us, drivers and
passengers, we try our best for our Saint
Nicholas. Easy, 1 wouldnt say it but not
impossible. Believe me the test is worth it,
the journey is worth enjoying because we all &
have a common goal together. To hold high #

our country and our religion. In my course
as president but and as a consultant I was/
am lucky enough to always work with people worthy
of respect and perfect cooperation.

All together, we have managed to upgrade and
complete several chapters of our churchs obligations.
There is nothing we started and didn’t finish. All with
your help. So, we need more people to inform them,
to guide them and to take over the reins of the council
little by little in various responsible positions. The
progress of our church is getting better.

Our Patron Saint Nicholas always protects us. Let the
new year be filled only with positive thoughts, only
with blessing & love. I wish you all the best Have
health and family happiness!!!

Yours sincerely,

Stamatia leromonahos
President of the Council St. Nicholas of Baltimore
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Ayarnuévor pa evopiteg & @ilot G ekkAnoiag pag,

Avéteide 11 véa evAOYUEVH XPOVIK KPATWVTAG OTO
KaA&Or T1¢ O T Spopa TG (wHg: Atoodoéia, TTiot,
EAmider, Ymopovy, AAAnAofonOeia, Xefaopd, Extiunon,
Evyéveio pa mavw amo ol Ayary, atereiwtn Aydny.

Me oA avtd Aoty 08nyovs pag Ko pe To Xépt pag oTnv
kapdik ovveyiovue ko eueic To ovpPoihio To onpavTIKG
épyo uas. Me 6dovg eaig Simhar parg 0dryots ko
ovvemPares mpoonaBovye T0 KXAUTEPO TTOV UTIOPOUUE
yiee Tov An Nixoda pog. Evkoldo; Aev Oa To
éleya add o1 axaropOwro. ITiotéyre pe akier
1 Soxypacio, aiCer n amodavon ¢ Siadpouns
yioeri Aot pai Eyovpe Evay koo oromo.

Na kpatrioovue ynAd v matpida pos ko Ty
Opnoxeia pog. Xty mopeia pov oay mpoedpos
aldd

Ko oo oUpPovdog eiya kou Exw THY TOYXN

va oupTopevopal IavTa pe dropa a&io oefaauov ko
&yoyng ovvepyaoiag.

Olor padi éyovpe katapéper va avafabuicovpe kot vo
ATIOTIEPATWOOVUE XPKETE KEPAAXIX TWY VTTOYPEWOEWY
THG EKKANOING pag. Aev viidpyer kdti mov To Eekivijooue
kot Oev 10 Teeiwoape. Ol pe THY Sikhy oo PorOeia.
Xperalopaote Aoty mo moAdd dropa, v Tovg
KaTaToTmioovpe, va Tovg kaodnyroovue Ko vo
avaA&fovy Ta nvie Tov cupPovdiov oryk oryé oe
dupopes vevBuves Oéoers. H mopeia 0¢ ekkAnoiag pog
Tyaiver oMo mpog To KaAUTEpO.

O Ilpootatns Mag O Ayiog NikOAaog pa mpooTatevel
nvrote. H véa ypovik oG eivau yepdrn puovo pe Oetixés
oKéYels, ovo e evdoyia & aydmy. Evyouat o€ 0Aovg oG
0,11 kaeAUTepo! Nox éxete vyeia kou oikoyeveiaky evtuyio !!!

Me extiunon

Zropatio Iepopoviyov
Ip6edpog Tov XvpPovriov
Ayiov Nixodéov BaAtiuopns
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On Behalf of the Parish Council and the entire community of St. Nicholas we want to thank everyone who participated
in the Feastday of our church, St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church of Baltimore. Thank you to our area clergy who
participated in the Great Vespers and in the Divine Liturgy. The participating clergy were Fr. Louis Noplos, St. Demetrios
Church, who - as the Vicar of the Maryland region - conveyed the paternal wishes of our spiritual father, His Eminence
Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey; Fr. Manuel Burdusi, St. Theodore Church, Lanham, MD; Fr. George Mastakas, Sts.
Peter and Paul Church, Frederick, MD; Fr. Anastasios Bourantas and Fr. John Bullock, Cathedral of the Annunciation,
Baltimore, MD; and Fr. Anastasios Simona, Chancellor of the Metropolis of Cameroon.

We also extend our thanks to our guest chantors, Stefanos Niktas, George Chrisovergis, and John Flanders.
Xpovia IToAA& 6Tovg g0pTalovTeg Kat TG £0pTaAlovoes, fordeid pag o Aytog Nikolaog, kat Tov xpovov!
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GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °F NEW JERSEY

IePA MHTPOIOAIZ NEAX IEPEEHE

CHRISTMAS 2023

Xpwtog yevvatal dofaocate. XQuotog €€ ovpavav' amaviioate», PaAder 1
ExkkAnoia pag kat' adm)] mv  @oala  EKKANOWoTKY  mepiodo, KaAdviag kai
TMQOTRETOVTAS OAOUS HUAS VX BLUOTOVHE OC TQOTWTILKO YEYOVOS Kal EUTIEQIX E0WTEQLKY,
KadakT), T0 LuoToLo TS tagovaiag Tov OsavBowmnov Inoov Xowotov ot Cwn) pac.

«@edg EpaveOn év oagki» D TODTO dEV MEénel TAéov vix LoDUE pHéoa 0TO TTNXTO
OKOTAOL TS AUAQTING Kal 0TOV MayeTwva TV Tabwv ov HAS ATOUAKQUVOUV ATO TV
eatvn e Fevvnoews o Zwtneos Xpwotol. «Oeds épavegwbn év gagki» dx TOUTO
nRénel v mEooEABovpe peta dwowv Omws oi Mayou évaomov tov OsavBowmov
TROOUKOMICOVTES AVTi Yk XQLU0, ABavo kal OUUEVA TNV HETAVOLX, T& dakQUa Kal kKaBaQd
Kkadix. «Oeoc EpavepwBn év oagki» di ToDTO ¢ mEoaevxnBovue &k Babovs kaEdiac 1
lprvn oL XQLoToD v Bacidedoel TS KAEdIES TOV AvBROTWV Y VX €lonvevoeL O
TOQOYHEVOS KOTHOG &ATO T Ttk 01, ToUS TTOAEHOUS Kal TiC aipaToxvoiEs.

KaAa Xgrotovyevva kai eDAoynuévo to véov étog 2024

“Christ is born, glorify Him! Christ has come from the Heavens, come meet Him!”
Chanting these words throughout this beautiful ecclesiastical season, the Church calls and
urges all of us to experience personally and within our hearts the mystery of the God-Man
Jesus Christ coming into our lives.

“God has appeared in the flesh,” therefore, we no longer have to dwell in the thick
darkness of sin and the frost of the passions that distance us from the manger of Christ the
Savior’s Birth. “God has appeared in the flesh,” therefore we, like the Wise Men of old, must
come before the God-man bearing our gifts — not gold, frankincense, and myrrh, but
repentance, tears, and a pure heart. “God has appeared in the flesh,” therefore let us pray
from the depths of our heart that the peace of Christ may reign in the hearts of men so that
our world, rocked by suffering, wars, and the shedding of blood, may at last find peace.

Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year 2024!

With Paternal Love and Blessings,

f M exvoy S\ o Qg )\‘ o\'o
+ APOSTOLOS
ifan of New Jersey

215 East Grove Street, Westfield, NJ, 07090-1656 « Tel: (908) 301-0500 « Fax: (908) 301-1397
Web: www.nj.goarch.org ¢ E-mail: metropolis@nj.goarch.org
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Prot. No. 828

Patriarchal Encyclical for Christmas

+BARTHOLOMEW

By God’s Mercy, Archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome
and Ecumenical Patriarch to All the Plenitude of the Church

Grace, Mercy, and Peace from the Saviour Christ Born in Bethlehem

Most honorable brother hierarchs,
Beloved children in the Lord,

With the grace of God, we are once again this year celebrating in chant, hymn, and
spiritual song the Nativity according to the flesh of the pre-eternal Son and Word of God,
namely the manifestation of the mystery of God and humankind. According to St.
Nicholas Cabasilas, what occurs in the Divine Liturgy is “the mystagogy of the Lord’s
incarnation,” while its introductory acclamation “Blessed is the Kingdom of the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit” is evidence “that it is through the Lord’s incarnation that people
first learned that God is three persons.”! The same saintly Father proclaims that our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ was the first and only to demonstrate the authentic and perfect

human being, concerning His ethos, life, and everything else.”?

The assumption of human nature in the person of the Son and Word of God, along
with the opening of the way of human deification through grace, add unsurpassable
value to humankind. Forgetting this truth leads to the diminishment of respect for the
human person. The denial of the supreme destiny of human beings does not only liberate
them, but also leads to diverse reductions and divisions. Without being conscious of their
divine origin and their hope for eternity, humans struggle to remain human and are

unable to handle the contradictions of the “human condition.”

1 On the Divine Liturgy X1I, PG 150.392D.
2 On the Life of Christ VI, PG 150.680C.
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The Christian perception of human existence provides a solution to problems

created by violence, war, and injustice in our world. Respect for the human person, peace,
and justice are gifts from God; however, establishing the peace that comes from Christ
demands the participation and cooperation of human beings. The Christian view on the
struggle for peace lies in the words of Christ our Savior, who proclaims peace, addressing
His disciples with the greeting “Peace be with you” and encouraging us to love our

enemies.® The revelation in Christ is called the “gospel of peace.”*

This means that, for us Christians, the way to peace is through peace and that non-
violence, dialogue, love, forgiveness, and reconciliation have priority before other forms
of resolving differences. The theology of peace is clearly described in the Ecumenical
Patriarchate’s document For the Life of the World: Toward a Social Ethos of the Orthodox
Church (2020):

“Nothing is more contrary to God’s will for His creatures fashioned in His image and
likeness than violence one against another . . . We may justly say that violence is sin par
excellence. It is the perfect contradiction of our created nature and our supernatural
vocation to seek union in love with God and our neighbour. . . Peace is a real revelation
of the still deeper reality of creation as God intends it and as God fashioned it in his

eternal counsels.”?>

Peace cannot be taken for granted; it is not self-evident. It is an obligation, an
achievement, and an incessant struggle to preserve it. There are no automatic solutions
or permanent recipes. In the face of ongoing threats to peace, we need to have vigilance
and willingness to resolve problems through dialogue. The great heroes of politics are
the champions of peace. As for us, we continue to underline the peacemaking role of
religion. This is during a time when religions are criticized for nurturing fanaticism and
violence “in the name of God” instead of being forces of peace, solidarity, and
reconciliation. However, this indicates an alienation of religious faith and not an integral
part of it. Genuine faith in God is the harshest critic of religious fanaticism. Religions are
the natural allies of all human beings who strive for peace, justice, and the preservation

of creation from human destruction.

3 Cf. Mt. 5:44
¢ Eph. 6:44
5§42, 43 and 44.
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This year, the world honours the 75" anniversary of the Universal Declaration of

Human Rights (December 10, 1948), constituting a summary of fundamental humanitarian
ideals and values, “the shared standard, to which all peoples and all nations should aim.”
Human rights, whose central point of focus includes the protection of human dignity
with its individual, social, cultural, economic, and ecological conditions, are only
understood in their original dynamics if they are acknowledged as the basis and criterion
of global peace, associating it with freedom and justice. In this sense, the future of human
rights and peace is also linked to the contribution of religions in the matter of respecting

them and making them a reality.

With these thoughts and festive sentiments, in full conviction that the life of the
Church in itself comprises resistance against inhumanity, wherever such inhumanity
arises, we invite all of you to the good fight of constructing a culture of peace and
solidarity, where people will see in the face of their fellow human beings a brother or
sister and a friend, rather than a threat and enemy. Moreover, we remind you all, dear
brother Hierarchs and children, that Christmas is a time of self-consciousness and
thanksgiving, of the revelation of the difference between the God-man and “man-god,”
of the realization of the “great miracle” of freedom in Christ and of the healing of the
“great wound” of alienation from God. Finally, we kneel respectfully before Mary, the
Mother of God, who bears in her arms the incarnate Word, and we convey to you the
blessing of the Mother Holy Great Church of Christ, wishing you an auspicious, healthy,

fruitful, peaceful, and joyous new year of the Lord’s favour.

Christmas 2023
+ Bartholomew of Constantinople

Your fervent supplicant of all before God

To be read in churches after the Gospel Reading during the Divine Liturgy on the Feast

of Christmas.
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AopOu. ITowrt. 828

ITATPIAPXIKH AITOAEIEIZ
ETII TOIZ XPIZETOYTENNOIZ

+BAPOOAOMAIOLXL
EAEQIOEOY APXIEITIZKOITOYX KONXTANTINOYTIOAEQY - NEAY POMHX
KAI OIKOYMENIKOZX ITATPIAPXHZ
ITANTI TQUTTAHPOMATI THY. EKKAHXIAX
XAPIN, EAEOX KAI EIPHNHN
ITAPA TOY EN BHOAEEM I'ENNHOENTOX EQTHPOX XPIXTOY

* % *

Tiuwtator év Xoote adeAgot Tepdoxat kal me@Anuéva tékva,

AvwOev evdokia €optdlopev kal e@étog €v PpaApoic kal Opvolg kal qdaig
TIVELHATIKALS TV Kata odoka I'évvnowy tov mpoatwviov Yiov kal Adyov tov Oeov, v
PavéQwaty dMNAOVOTL ToU pvotneiov tov Oeov kal tov avOpwrov. Katd tov Ayiov
NwoAaov Kapdorav, t& teAdodpeva eig v Ociav Aettovgylav eivat «tng évavOow-
moews L Kvuplov pvotaywytor, t0 0 €v Ttolg MQEOOLHoKE avThns d0LoAOYIKOV
«BEvAoynuévn 11 Baokeia tov IMatpdc kat tov Yiov kai tov Aylov ITvevpatoc» paptuoet
«OtL dk ¢ évavOpwmnroews tov Kuplov mpowtov éudvOavov ot dvOowmot wg ein toia
MEoowTat 0 Oedo»!. O lepds matro daknovttet Ot 6 Kvgrog kal Lo uav Inoovg
XQLoTog «TOV AANOWVOV AvOQwTOV Katl TEAELOV KAl TEOTIWV Kal Cwng Kal TV AAAwV Evexa
TIAVTWV TRWTOG KAl HOVOGS €deLEev»2.

‘H mpooAnPic ¢ avOowmivng pvoews év 1@ MEoownw ToL Yiov kal Adyov Tov
O¢eo0 kai1) dtdvolEig TN GO0V TS KaTd XAV Oeoews eig TOV &AvOQwTOoV MEOodIdoLV €ig
avtov avuméoPAntov adlav. 'H AnOn avtnc mc aAnOeiag odnyet eic peiwotv Tov
oeBaopov mEdc 1O dvOpowrnvov medcwnov. H apvnoig tov DPnAov TEooQLOUOL TOU
AavOEWTIOL OXL HOVOV DEV TOV AmeAev0eQvVel, AAAL OdNYEL lg MOWKIAAG OLEOLKVWOELS
Kal dixaopovs. Avev ovvednoews e Oelag mEoeAevoes Tov Kal TG EATIDOC g
alwviomrog, 6 avOowrog dvokoAevetal V& magapeivy avOowmnivog, advvatel va
dLxe1OLoON) TAG AVTIPATELS TNG «AVOQWTIIVIG KATATTAOEWS».

H xowtavikr] katavonoig g avOowmnivng mapfews mpoopépet AVOWV TV
TEOPANUATWY, Td OTtol dNULOLEYOLV N PBla, 6 TOAeHOS KAl 1) ddukiat €ig TOV KOOHUOV HAG.

LEic v Oc¢iav Aettovpyiav, IB’, PG 150, 392D.
2 [lepi tnc év Xpiotw Cwng, ZT', PG 150, 680C.
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O oefaocuoc Tov avOowivov MEOCWTOV, 1) €iPrvn Kal 1) dikatoovvn elval dwEOV TOoL
Qcov, 1 &yka0idovolc Ouws TNe kKopwoBelong VMO TOL XQELOTOL &EIENVNG ATIALTEL
OVHMETOXNV Kal ovvepylav Twv avOpwnwv. H xototiavikr) tomofétnoigs eig 1o 0éua tov
AY@WVOG D& TNV €N VNV OLYKQOTELTAL DLk TWV AdYwWV TOL LwTtrog XoLotov, O 0Tolog
evayyeAiCetat v elonvny, xaweta Hé 10 «Eiprpvnp Opiv» kal maQotoUvel ToLG
avOpwTmovg vd dryarovv tovg £x00ov¢ twvi. H év Xpouotw dmokdAvig xapaktn-olletat
WG «eVAYYEALOV TNG elonvNe»4 AUTO onuaivel 6TL dL 1fuag Tovg XoLoTavoug, 1) 000 eaog
™V elprvnv etvat 1 eiprjvn, 6tt N un Bia, 6 dikAoyog, 1) AYATn, 1] CLYXWENOLS KAl 1)
KATaAAQy") €XOUV TEOTEQALOTNTA ATLEVAVTL £lG AAAAG HOQPAS EMAVTEWS dlapoowv. Mé
capnvelav meoryod@etat 11 OeoAoyia e elenvng eig 10 kelpevov oL OlkOLHEVIKOD
ITatowxpxeiov «"Ymép tnc 100 koouov Cwnc”. To xowwvikd nboc tnc Opboddéov
ExxAnoiac» (2020): «Tirmote dév dvtitiOetal meQoodTeQo 0to OEANUA ToL oL Yk &
nAdopatd Tov ov €xovv dnuoveyndet kat' eikova kat kad dpotwon Tov, ano ) Bia
oV Aokeltal evavtiov tov mAnoiov... Mmogovpe 0p0& va iloxvootovpe Ot 1) Bix
amoteAel ™V kat €EoxnV apagtia. Ilpokettat yix v tédewx avtiBeon petalV g
KTIOTNG MG pUOTG Kal TNG DMEQPLOIKNG HAG KANONG TROG AvalnTnon ¢ dYATNTIKTG
évwong pé tov Oed kal tOv mAnolov pac.. ‘H eipgnvn amotedel pla moaypaticr
amokaAvYn e PBabvTeEnS TMEAYHATIKOTNTAS TNG ONHIOLE-YiG oVHPWVA TEOS TO
OéAnua tov O¢ov, kat T HoePns émws v oxediaoe Ekelvog katd Tic alwvieg BovAég
Touv»S.

‘H elorjvn dév etvat dedopévn kal avTovonTog, AAA& X€0g, Katogbwua, daQkng
HEQLUVA Kal ADLAKOTIOC AyV did TV dxtrienoiv tnec. Aév VTAEXOLVV avTOHATIOMOL Kol
HOVIpOL ovvtayal. Amévavtl €ig TAS EékAotote ATEAAC TNG €lONVNG Amatteltal
£Y01Y0001S, POVANCIS D& AVOLV TV MEOPANUATWY dik pHégov Tov daAdyov. Ot peydAot
NOWEG TNC MOALTIKNG eivat ol dywviotal ¢ eipnvne. Huelg ovveyiCopev va toviCwpev
TOV glpnvomomTikov QOAOV Twv Bonokelwy, eig plav EmoxnV katd v Omolav dokeltal
KOLTIkY €lg tdg Oonokelag, €medn, avti v dvadewviwvtat OLVAUELS €lENVNg,
AAANAeYYUNG Kal KATaAAXYNG, TOOPOOOTOVV TOV PAVATIOUOV Kal v Blav «&v ovopaTt
tov Oceov: Tlpokertat mepl dAAotouwoews TNg OENOKEVTIKNG TioTews Kal oxL meol
oLUPLOVG Hé avThV @awvouévov. H yvnola milotig el tév Oedv etvatl 0 avotnooTEQOS
KQLTNG TOU OQNOKEVTIKOD @AVATIOHOL. Al Opnokeiat elva ol UOLKOL CUHHXOL SAWV TV
avOpwTwv, ot 0motot dywviCovTal dik TV elprvny, TV dIKALOOVVNV Kal TV TIeooTacioy
NG KTIOEWS ATIO TV AVOQWTOYEVT KATAOTQOPNV.

H avOpowmotc tipua épétog v 75W émétetov g Oikovuevikne Ataknpvéews Twv
Ouatwpdtwv tov dvOpawnov (10 Aekeupoiov 1948), 11 omola amoteAel ovvoPLy T@V

3BA. Mat0, ¢/, 44.
4’E@eo. o, 15.
5§42, 43 Kol 44.
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OepeAlwdV AVOQWTIOTIKWV WewdwV Kal AEWWV, «TO KOWOV WDavikdv, €ic TO OToloV
TEETEL V& kaTatelvouv Aot ol Aaol kal OAa t& €0vnp». Ta dkawpata Tov &vOwmov,
KEVTQKOV OMNUEIOV AVAPOQAS TWV Omolwv elvat 1) mootacia ¢ avOpwmivng
a&lompemeiag Kal TV ATOUIKQWV, KOWWVIKQOV, TOALTIOUIK®Y, OUKOVOULIKWV Kol TeQL-
PaAdoviikwv OQwvV TNG, KATAVOOLVIAL €i¢ TNV AQXKNV duvaukny twv, E&av
avayvwolobovv wg OepéAlov kal kQutrjoov TG maykoouiov elonvng, v omoiav
ovvdéovv pé ™V EAevBepiav kal v dukatoovvny. Ev ) évvola tavt, 16 péAAov twv
dIKAWUATWY TOL AvOQWTOoL Kal TNG elpnvng ovvdéetat kal pé v oLHPOANV TV
Oonokelwv eig v VIO 0LV TOL 0EPATUOV KAl TG TOAYHUATWOEWS TWV.

Mé toxVtag okéels kal éoptix aloOnuata, év mAneet BePatdotntt 6t 1) Cwn) TS
ExxAnolac ka@’ éavtr)v amoteAel avtiotaoty €ig TV AtavOQwToHOV, ATo Omov Kat &v
aUTOG MEOEQXETAL, KAAOLVTEC TAVTAC VHAS €lG TOV KAAOV dywva ThG OlkodOUNG €vog
TIOALTIOPOV €O VNG kal kKataAAayng, eig toév omoilov 0 avOowrog O PAEmn elg TO
TEOCWTIOV TOL CLVAVOEWTIOL TOL TOV AdEAPHV Kl TOV @idov Kal dxL TOV emifovAov Kkal
oV €x000v, kal VmevOuuiCovteg el VHAC TAvVTAG, AdeA@ol kal Tékva, OtL T&
Xowotovyevva elval kKads avToyvwoiag katl evxaoLoTlag, dmokaAvews TS dapoag
petalV OeavOowmov xal «AvOEwTOOe0L», OULVEWNTOTOU)OEWS TOV  «UEYA-AOVL
Oavpatoc» g év Xowotw €AevOegiag kal g lATews TOL «HeEYAAOL TEAVUATOC» TIG
AAAOTOLWOEWS ATIO TOV OOV, KALVOpEV eVAAPBWS TO YOVUL €VWOTILOV TIC KQATOVONG &V TAIG
AYKAAQLG VTG TOV oapkwOévta Aoyov Ocourjtopoc Maplap, petagégovteg dé mEodg
vuag ™y evAoylav g Mntedc Ayilac tov Xpotov MeyaAng ExkAnoiag, evxopeda
aioov, OymEov, eDKAETOV, ELENVIKOV KAl eDPEOOLVOV TOV ETTEQYXOUEVOV VEOV EVIAUVTOV
¢ XxenototnTog Tov Kuplov.

Xolotovyevva ,pry’
1t O KwvotavtivovmtdAewg
dLdmLEOG PGS BedV EVXETNG TTAVTWV VWV

AvayvwoOntw €m’  ékkAnolag xatd v Oc¢lav Aetovgylav TG €00TNG TWV
Xowotovyévvwy, peta 16 Tegov EvaryyéAiov.
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10th SUNDAY OF LUKE

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
HOLY METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY
SAINT NICHOLAS
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF BALTIMORE

10th Sunday of Luke
Sunday Sermon by Father Georgios Oikonomou

T0 Edayyériov

To keupd éxeivw, v S1ddokwv 0 Tnooiic év il T@v ovvaywydv év Toig
odpPaot. xai idod yvviy fjv mvedpa Eyovon dobeveing T Séka kai OKTW,
Kai {1y ovykUmTovow Kai pf) Svvauévy avakdya €ig 70 Tavtedés. ibwv
8¢ aviv 0 Tnoois mpocepaviioe kai einev adtij- Fovau, modélvom Tijg
Goleveiag oov- kai éméOnrey avTi| TG yeipas: kai mapaypijua dvwplwon
xai £66&ale TOV Oedv. amoxpibeis 8¢ 6 GpyroVVaywYOS, dyavaxkT@v 611
10 cafParw é0epdnevoey 6 Tnoois, Edeye 1@ Sylw-"EE fuépau eioiv év
aic Oei épydlecOui- év TadToug ovv Epyouevor Oepameveote, kai pfy Ti
fuépa Tod oaPPdarov. Gmekpifn ovv adTd 6 Kipiog kai eimev- Ymokpird-
Exaoros U@y 1@ oaPPirw o Ader Tov Poiv avTod fj TOV Gvov &mo THjG
@&tV Kai anayayav wotiles TadTny 62, Quyatépa APpaiy ovoav, fijv
€dnoev 0 oaravag idov déxa kal oxTw ET1, 0VK £8e1 AvOijveu &mo TOD
deopod TovTov THj fuépa 10D cafPitov; kai TadTa Aéyovios adToD
KQTHOXUVOVTO TAVTEG 0 AVTIKEIUEVOL RVTD, KXl TG 0 GYAog Eyaupev émi
nio1 Toig év86&ois Tois yvouévors vniXl adTod.

Axovoape, ayamntol pov adehgoi, onpepa v Séxarn Kupiakn tov
Aovkd, To Bavpa g Bepanciag and tov Xplotd ag cuykvTTovoag
yvuvaikag. Aekaoxtd oAokAnpa xpovia TakamwprOnke 1 yvvaika and
mv acBévela autry, womov éva ZapPato mov Sidacke o Kvplog otny
ovvaywyn, Ty &ide ko apéows v Bepdmevoe. H kvptwpévn yovaika,
oV fjrav SUTAWEVT 0Ta SV, WOTE Va [NV UTOpPEL VAL KOLTAEEL TPOTTA TNG,
eyeipetan vyw|g kat o&dlet Tov IavdyaBo Oed. Tote, cuvEPT Opwg KaTL
Svadpeato. O aplovvaywyog ayavdkTnoe mov o Incotvs Bavpatovpynoe
™mv npépa Tov ZapPdtov Kat pdAwve TOVG TAPEVPLOKOUEVOVG OTL TIPETEL
va épyovTtat va Bepamedovtat pdvo Tig vtolounreg &t uépec. H avtidpaon
Tov XploTov fTav dueon. ATokdAvye apécws TV VIIOKPLoia 0T Adyta
TOV APXLOVVAYWYOL EPWTWVTAG AV VOLALOHACTE Va TTOTITOVHE Ta {wa pag
mv nuépa tov Zappartov, ta Boda kot T yaiSovpia, dev mpémel TOAD
TePLooOTEPO va evilagepBodpe yia tovg avBpwmovg Kat ) mepkon)
KAeiveL e TNV ava@opd oTn VIPOT| O0WVY TAPEHLEVAY TIPOOKOAANpEVOL
VTTOKPLTIKA 0TV TNPNoN TG apyiag kat and v dAAn 1 Xapd 6cwv
£BAemav ta Bavpdota tov Oeov.

Amo v mapamdvw svayyeiki mepikont) Oa eppnvevoovpe dHo oTotxeia
améd TNV CLUTEPLPOPA TOV APXIOLVAYWYOV, TTOL eival TOAD SI8aKTIKA.
To éva éxel oxéon e v vmokpoia kat To Sevtepo pe Tov PBovo. H
vrokptoia, 6mwg TPokLTTEL and Tnv Ayia Ipagn, yevikdtepa, eival éva
XApaKTNPLOTIKO TTOL dev apécel oTov Oed. OupodpacTe OAotL Ta ofepd
«ahipgovo» Tov Incod otovg Ipappateis kat Tovg Paploaiovg ya TV
VToKpLoia TOVvG. Ouuopacte, emiong TNV €VIOM) va unv ywvopaote
VTTOKPITEG OTAV VOTEDOVHE, OTAV TIPOCEVXOHAOTE Kol OTav eAEOVLE
otV eni Tov Opovg oputhia. Tivetau pavepd 0Tt 0 Oedg anooTpéPeTat Tov
vmokptty dvBpwrro. Tiati, Opw, eivat T6o0 @ofepn) apaptio n vITOKPLGi0;
Eivatapaptia goBapn ylati vokpOntel eywiopnod kat vrepn@aveta. Mmopet
OVIWG va QavoLpe Sikalol 0Ta HATIA TV oVVAVEpOTIWV pHag, OUwG O
E0WTEPLKOG (UG KOOHOG elval OKOTEWVOG KAl AUAPTWAOG, Kat avtd Sev
UTOPOVE O€ Kaylia TEPIMTWOT) Vo TO KpUYovLe amod Tov @ed. Mmopovye,
eTMioNG, Va KAVOLLE £va 0wpd Kahég TpdEels ald va pag Aeinet n aAnBuvi
aydmmn, 1) yviota kat avidloteAnc. Avtr n aydmn eivat capég ott Aeinet and
TOV ApYIOVVAYWYO TNG TEPIKOTG HAG, O OT0i0G ANGHOVNOE TO €Ae0G Kaut
v o Kot épeve 0To €va 6ékato Tov Sudapov, Tov avnBov Kkat Tov
Kupivov, Onwg Aéel e dAAo oneio Tov Evayyehiov o Inoovg. H ovveidnon
Tov ftav iovyn OTL TPEL TOV VOpO, efautiag OpwWG TNG vIToKPLoiag ToL Sev
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UTOPETE VA ayamroeL OVTE Va VOLWOEL TOV guvavBpwmo. AvTo, akpips,
eivat mov tov odnyel 6To AAXo @oPepd mabog, Tov eBdvo.

DOSvog eivar n advvaytia Tov va xapei pe tn Oepaneia Tng oLYKOTTOLOAG.
DOOVOG eivan 1 aywviddNG avaliTnon EMXEPNHUATWY, YL VA HELWOEL TO
uéyedog tov Bavpartog. ®OOVOG eivat 1 AVACTATWOT) TOL Yl TV NpEpA
™G Bavpatovpyiag. Kat avtog o ¢Bovog eivat mov tov TugAwver kat
avti va et To TPOCWTO TNG Aydmng, Tov eivat o i8log 0 XpLoTog, pével
QAVATIKA TIPOCKOAANUEVOG GTNY THPNON TG apyiag Tov ZaPParov, to
omoio Bewpel avwTepo amod Tov avBpwro.

IIpémel va mpooéyovpe Kol epel TG TmPOTEPAUOTNTEG, TOv BéToupE
ot {wn pag. Eviéxetat kat epeig va tnpodpe pe axpifea tOMOVG Ko
Kavoveg kal TV idla oty va ayvoobpe tov mAnoiov. Evoéyetan kau
epeic va SuokoAevOPAOTE Va XapoDpE pe TN Xapd Tov cuvavBpwmov
Hag, Tov aSeAPOD HAG, TOV GUYYEVH], TOV YEITOVA 1} TOV YVWOTOL Kot Vot
odnyovpaote ot (At kat Tov eOGvVo. Zav Tov apyiovvaywyo, mov Ha
TPOTIHOVOE Va TTapapeivel GUYKVTTOVOA 1) Yuvaika, TTapd va Bepamevtel

TNV Npépa NG apyiag.

Awydtepo 1) meploooTepo, adel@oi pov ayamntoi, 6oL vooovpe amod
TIG TAPATIAVW TIVEVHATIKEG aoBéveles, yravTto eival kald w@eAnuévol
and TO ONUEPVO €VAYYEAMIKO avAyvwopa, va OlayVWOOLHE Kal Vo
yratpéyouvpe Std TG petavoiag ta madn avtd. Av Bélovpe va eiplaoTe
Kat Ot HOvo va Aeyopaote XploTiavol o@eilove va epyacTolile Tpog
autn Vv katevBuvon. Idaitepa propel va pog Pondroet n tameivwon
Kat n emiyvwon 0Tt xwpi¢ v xapn tov Ogov Sev pmopolpe va
KatopOwooLE TIMOTA. AG TPOCEVXOHACTE, AOITOV, KAl G Tapakalovye
tov [TavayaBo @b va oteiket ovpavobev v watpikr Tov Sbvapn, yia
va kaBapioet TG kapdiég pag and Tov eBovo kot Ty vokptaia, yia va
umopécovpe va avtikpvoovpe to ITpocwnd Tov, va avopBwbodue amod
™V TToN TNG apaptiog oav T ovykvntovoa Tov Evayyeliov kat va Tov
gVXAPLOTHOOV E Yla OAeG TIG Swpegg Tov.
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10th SUNDAY OF LUKE

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA
HOLY METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY
SAINT NICHOLAS
GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF BALTIMORE

10th Sunday of Luke
Sunday Sermon by Father Georgios Oikonomou

The Gospel

At that time, Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the
sabbath. And there was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity for
eighteen years; she was bent over and could not fully straighten
herself. And when Jesus saw her, he called her and said to her,
“Woman, you are freed from your infirmity.” And he laid his
hands upon her, and immediately she was made straight, and she
praised God. But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because
Jesus had healed on the sabbath, said to the people, “There are
six days on which work ought to be done; come on those days and
be healed, and not on the sabbath day.” Then the Lord answered
him, “You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the sabbath untie
his ox or his donkey from the manger, and lead it away to water
it? And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom
Satan bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the
sabbath day?” As he said this, all his adversaries were put to
shame; and all the people rejoiced at all the glorious things that
were done by him.

We have heard, my beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, today
the tenth Sunday of Luke, the miracle of healing from the Christ
of a woman, who was bent over and could not fully straighten
herself. Eighteen years the woman suffered from this disease, until
one Sabbath that the Lord was teaching in the synagogue, he saw
her and immediately healed her. The bent woman, who was folded
in two so that she could not look before her, she rises healthy and
glorifies the All-Merciful God.

But then it happened something unpleasant. The leader of the
synagogue was indignant that Jesus he made a miracle on the
Sabbath day and scolded the bystanders that they should come
to be cured only the remaining six days. Christs reaction was
immediate. He immediately revealed the hypocrisy in his words in
asking whether we care to water our animals on the Sabbath day,
the oxen and the asses, should we not be much more concerned
about people? And the passage closes with the reference to the
shame of those who remained hypocritically attached to the
observance of the holiday, and on the other hand the joy of those
who saw the wonders of God.

From the above Gospel passage, we will interpret two elements
of the behavior of the leader of the synagogue, which are very
instructive. One has to do with hypocrisy and the other with envy.
Hypocrisy, as shown by the Bible, in general, it is a characteristic
that God does not like. We all remember the terrible “ woe “ of
Jesus to the scribes and Pharisees for their hypocrisy. We also
remember a Jesus commandment in the Sermon on the Mount
not to become hypocrites when we fast, when we pray, when we
help someone. It is evident that God abhors the hypocritical man.
Why is hypocrisy such a terrible sin? It is a serious sin because it
conceals selfishness and pride. We may be fair in eyes of our fellow
men, but our inner world is dark and sinful. We can also do a lot of
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good deeds but lack true love, genuine and unselfish. This love is
clearly lacking in its chief synagogue who has forgotten mercy and
faith and he stayed at one-tenth of mint, dill, and cumin, as Jesus
says elsewhere in the Gospel. His conscience was clear that he was
keeping the law, but because of his hypocrisy he was unable to love
or feel his fellow man. This, precisely, is what leads him to the other
terrible passion, envy.

Envy is his inability to rejoice in the cure of concupiscence. Envy
is the agonizing search for arguments, to reduce the magnitude
of the miracle. Envy is his agitation on the day of thaumaturgy.
And it is this envy that blinds him, and instead of seeing the face
of Love, which is Christ himself, he remains fanatically attached
to the observance of the Sabbath holiday, which he considers
superior to man. We must pay attention to the priorities we set in
our lives. We may also adhere to exact formulas and rules and at
the same time ignore the neighbor. We, too, may find it difficult to
rejoice in the joy of our fellowman, our brother, relative, neighbor,
or acquaintance, and be led to jealousy and envy. Like the head of
the synagogue, who would rather have the woman remain covered
than be cured on the day of the holiday. We all are sick of the above
spiritual diseases, so it is good to benefit from todays Gospel
reading, to diagnose and cure these passions through repentance.
If we want to be and not just call ourselves Christians, we must
work in this direction. Especially can humility help us and the
awareness that without the grace of God we can achieve nothing.
Let us pray, therefore, and beseech the All-Merciful God to send
his medical power from heaven, that he may cleanse our hearts
from envy and hypocrisy, that we may be able to see his face, to rise
from the fall of sin as the concupiscence of the Gospel and thank
Him for all his gifts.
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CHRISTMAS 2023

“AU nuacg yap eyevvnOn, Haudiov véov, 0 mpo alwvwyv Oeog”.
Xgtotovyevva!

Oa umogovoape Aagaye va okeprovpe T Cwn pag Xwols Xpwotovyevva; Oa
HUTTOQOVOAE VA PAVTACTOVLE TOV KOOUO XwEIS va elxe yevvnOet o Xolotog pag, o Yiog tov
O¢cov, and mv [avayia Mntéoa Tov, v asimapbevo Oeotdko; Oa Lovoape akdUa otV TEO
Xototov emoxn). Xwolc tnv eATtda kot 1o Ayo Pwg g Avdotaons. Xwelc ) dwaokaAia tov
Kvpiov. Xwoic to Ayo kat Iegd EvayyéAo! OAa avta pag dwonOnkav, emedr] axoBwg
vevvnOnke o XoLotog pac.

Ac @oovTlooVHE QETOG, TTEQLOTOTEQO ATO KADE AAAT XQOVIA, V& TIQOETOLUATOVE TIG
KaOLEC pag yia tn F'évvnon tov Lwtrjoa. Na ouppeTéxovpe He XaQd o0& OAEC TIG E0QTAOTIKES
axoAovOieg kat Aertovpyieg, Omov Adumet awvia o aotéol g BnbAeéu, o HAlog mov dev
dveL moté. Evxopat oAopuxa to Pwg, mov myalet ano to ormmAato g I'évvnong, va pwtiCet
KAt Vot TANUHLEICEL TG kadLég pag, tn Cwn HAG, TIS OKOYEVELES HAG, TV KOWOTNTA HAg Kot
0AOKATN 00 TOV KOOHO. Ek pHé0oug OAWY Twv ZupuBovAiwv e kowvotntag tov Ayiov NucoAdov,
amo Vv mEeoPutéga Avaotaoia kat ta oudk pag, Iwavvn, LZtéAAa, Tonyoen, Agoévio kat
Aovka, evyxopat KaAa kat EvAoynuéva Xowotovyevva, Xolotovyevva pe tov XQLoTo.

Xoovia IToAA& oe 0Aovg, Xpovia EvAoynuéva! KaAa Xoiotovyevva! EvAoynuévo to
véo étog 2024!

IMowromneeoPutegog I'ewytog Okovopov

PIOXON

“He was born for our salvation, a newborn Child, the pre-eternal God”.

Oh Christmas!

Could we imagine our lives without Christmas? Could we imagine the world without the
birth of our Christ, the Son of God, from the most holy, pure, blessed, and glorious Lady, the
Theotokos and ever-virgin Mary? We would still be living in the before Christ Age. Without the
hope and the Holy Light of the Resurrection. Without the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Without the Holy Gospel! All of this was given to us precisely because our Christ was born.

Let us take care this year, more than any other year, to prepare our hearts for the Nativity.
Let us joyfully participate in all the festive services and Liturgies, where the star of Bethlehem,
the Sun that never sets, shines eternally. I wish from the bottom of my heart that this Light, which
springs from the cave of the Nativity, may illuminate, and fill our hearts, our lives, our families,
our blessed community and the whole world. On behalf of all the Councils of St. Nicholas, from
Presvytera Anastasia and our children, John, Stella, Gregory, Arsenios and Loukas, I wish you
Merry and Blessed Christmas, Christmas with Christ.

Merry Christmas everyone! Merry Christmas! Happy New Year 2024!

Protopresbyter Georgios Oikonomou
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HOLY EPIPHANY - SATURDAY, JANUARY 6"

Epiphany of our Lord

Courtesy of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

www.goarch.org

Introduction

The Feast of the Holy Theophany (Epiphany)
of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ is
celebrated each year on January 6. The Feast
commemorates the Baptism of Christ and
the divine revelation of the Holy Trinity. At
the Baptism of Christ, all three Persons of the
Holy Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—
were made manifest. Thus, the name of the
Feast is Epiphany, meaning manifestation, or
Theophany, meaning manifestation of God.

Biblical Story
The story of the Nativity of Christ is The

Biblical story of the Baptism of Christ is
recorded in all four of the Gospels: Matthew
3, Mark 1:1-9, Luke 3:21-22, and John 1:31-
34.

John the Baptist, the cousin of Jesus and the
one chosen by God to proclaim His coming,
was preaching in the wilderness and was
baptizing all who would respond to his
message calling for repentance. As he was
doing this, John was directing the people
toward the one who would baptize them
with the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:11).

16 KOINONIA

The Scriptures tell us that Jesus
came from Galilee to John at the
Jordan to be baptized by him.
Initially, John would not do this,
saying that Jesus should baptize
him. Jesus said to John, “Let it be
so now; for it is proper for us in
this way to fulfill all righteousness

(3:15). John consented and
baptized Jesus.
When Jesus came up from

the water, the heavens opened
suddenly, and the Holy Spirit
descended upon Him. The Bible
records that the Spirit descended
like a dove and alighted on him.
When this happened, a voice
came from heaven and said, “This
is my Son, the Beloved, with
whom I am well pleased” This
was the voice of God the Father.

Christ's baptism in the Jordan
was “theophany;,” a manifestation
of God to the world, because it
was the beginning of our Lord’s
public ministry. It was also a
“theophany” in that the world
was granted a revelation of the
Holy Trinity. All three Persons were made
manifest together: the Father testified from
on high to the divine Sonship of Jesus; the
Son received His Father’s testimony; and
the Spirit was seen in the form of a dove,
descending from the Father and resting
upon the Son.

The theme of “manifestation” or “revelation”
is also expressed in Scripture with the
symbolism of light. In the hymn of the
Feast we sing, “Christ has appeared and
enlightened the world” Thus, January 6 is
also known as the Feast of Lights. The Church
celebrates on this day the illumination of the
world by the light of Christ.

Icon of the Feast

The Icon of the Feast of Theophany tells the
story from the Gospels in images and color.
On the left side of the icon we see John the
Baptist who is dressed in camel’s hair and
has the appearance of one who lives in the
wilderness. His arms are outstretched,
showing an attitude of prayer and reverence,
but also directing others to Christ. With his
right hand he is conducting the baptism.

In the center of the icon is Christ being
baptized in the Jordan. He is standing in the
water wearing a waistcloth, and with His
right hand He is blessing the waters of the
Jordan. Above His head is the Holy Spirit
descending as a dove upon Him. At the top
of the icon, a semicircle depicts the opening
of the Heavens and the voice of the Father.

On the right side of the icon angels are
shown with their heads bowed in reverence
to Christ. They are prepared to receive Him
as He comes out of the water.

The Orthodox Celebration of the
Feast of Epiphany

The celebration of this Feast of our Lord
begins on January 5, a day known as the
Forefeast of Theophany. Depending on the
day of the week, this could be an evening
service with Vespers followed by the
Liturgy of Saint Basil or a morning service
with Matins and the Liturgy of Saint John
Chrysostom. Following the service on
January 5, the service of the Blessing of the
Waters is conducted. Prior to the evening or
morning service the Royal Hours with the
Typika are said.

On January 6, the day of the Feast, the
Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom is
conducted preceded by Matins and followed
by the second Blessing of the Waters.

The Blessing of the Waters is conducted in the
church; however in many places throughout
the world services are conducted near
open bodies of water. As a sign of blessing
as Christ blessed the Jordan, holy water is
poured into the body of water. An associated
tradition has been the tossing of a cross into
the water to be retrieved by divers.

The holy water from the church is given to
the faithful to consume and to use in blessing
their homes. In the weeks following the
Feast, clergy visit the homes of parishioners
and conduct a service of blessing using the
holy water that was blessed on the Feast of
Theophany.

Scripture readings for the Feast are the
following: At the Vespers/Divine Liturgy on
January 5: 1 Corinthians 9:19-27; Luke 3:1-
18. At the Divine Liturgy on January 6: Titus
2:11-14, 3:4-7; Matthew 3:13-17.
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GREEK SCHOOL

Kowwvia E> T Ta&n
Mnvag Iavovapiog

O prpvag Aekéupplog Nrav ToAD CLVAPTIACTIKOG Yl THV
[Tépmtn ko Extn té€n Tov EAAnvikod pag oxoleiov. Ta
naudtd otoAoav to Sévipo oty tafn kat {wypdeioav
vnépoxes {wypagieg yla tov Staywviopd tov Avtevva
Channel otnv EAA&Sa.

Eniong pe v Pondeia tov IMatépa Tewpyiov, Ttwv
SaoKkAAWV pag Kat Twv KupLwv Tov GVAAGYOL YovEwV Kal
KNdepovwy ta madia tpayovdnoav ta kdAavia wote
va otaAfei To yopTvd prvopa twv XpLoTovyEévvay
arno tnv EXAnvikr kowvotnta tov Ayiov Nikoldov otnv
EXM\ada.

Eixape tnv XplOTOUYEVVIATIKY YLOPTOVAA OTOV TO
oxoleio pag Tpayovdnoe Ta KAAAVTA OTNV YEITOVIA
OKOPTIOVTAG XAPA O€ UIKPOVG Kat PeYAAovG.

Me v véa xpovia 1 5n kat 6n téén Ba Swoet tov
KaAVTEPO TNG €avTd Kat Ba SovAéyel oxAnpa kabwg
Oa mpoetopaotel va ovppetéxer ot efetdoelg
¢ EMnvopdBeiag omov yivovtar kabe xpovo oto
eEETAOTIKO pag KEVTPO.

H 5n kat 1 61 14N oog evxetat xpdvia TOANG pe to
KaAO va pag €pBet ) véa xpovid.

The month of December was very exciting for the fifth
and sixth grade of our Greek school. The children
decorated the tree in the classroom and drew wonderful
pictures for the Antenna Channel competition in
Greece.

Also, with the help of Father Georgios, our teachers
and the ladies of the parent and guardian association,
the children sang carols to send the festive message
of Christmas from the Greek community of Agios
Nikolaos to Greece.

We had the Christmas party where our school sang
carols in the neighborhood spreading joy to young and
old.

With the new year, the 5th and 6th grade will give their
best and work hard as they prepare to participate in the
Greek exams that are held every year at our exam center.

The 5th and 6th grade wish you a happy birthday and a
happy new year.
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H Tpitn katn Tetdptn té&n Tov EAAnvikov pag oxoheiov mépaoe tov urva Agkéuppto
HE XPLOTOVYEVVIATIKA KAAAVTA, XPLOTOVYEVVIATIKA OTOAISLA KAl XPLOTOVYEVVIATIKEG
(wypagpiég! KaBwg Pplokopactay oTny 1o OpHop@n eM0XT TOL XpOVOL, OKOTIOG 1TV
T Taudid, péoa og éva yloptivo kAipa, va kdvouy To pHddnud tovg 600 o evxaplota
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ywotav! ”
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To dwpo mov mepipeve ta madid yia To TeAevTaio pddnpa fTav mitoa yia 6Aovg Kat 0

XPLOTOVYEVVIATIKEG Tauvieg péoa otny Tan!

H véa xpovid Ba Eexivioet Suvapukd pe ta padnipatd pag 6mwg mavta Kat e Ty
TpoeTolpacia Twv Tadtwv yia T yopth Twv Tpiwv Iepapxwv otig 4 GePfpovapiov 2024.

Koahn kat evhoynuévn xpovid oe 6Aovg yepdtn vyeia kat otkoyevelakn evtoyial!!

Iapaokevn} Kotodatov
Aaokdala ™I kat A" Ta€ng

The 3rd and the 4th Grade of our Greek school spent the month of December with Christmas carols,
Christmas decorations and Christmas paintings! As we were in the most beautiful time of the year, the aim

was for the children, in a festive atmosphere, to do their lesson as pleasantly as possible!

The gift that awaited the children for the last lesson was pizza for everyone and Christmas movies in the
classroom!

The new year will start strongly with our lessons as always and with the preparation of the children for the
Feast of the Three Hierarchs on February 4, 2024.

Happy and blessed new year to everyone full of health and family happiness!!!

Voula Kotsatou
Teacher of 3rd and 4th Grade
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The young students of our St. Nicholas Greek School visited the community to
sing the Christmas Kalanta! Bravo and Congratulations to all of them and their
parents for continuing and supporting the traditions of our Hellenic heritage
and our Orthodox faith!

Merry Christmas to all of you!!
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On Friday, December 15, the St. Nicholas dance group “Hellenic Golden Coins”
visited homes to sing Greek Christmas Carols! It was an amazing experience.

Thank you all for your support. KaA& Xpiotovyevve, kat Tov ypovov!
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GOYA BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT 2023

November 17, 2023
Dear Clergy, Presvyteres, Goyans, Coaches, Parents and Friends!

I welcome each and every one of you personally with honor and pleasure to the
St. Nicholas tournament.

Thank you for participating and contributing to its success. I sincerely appreciate
it. [ hope you all have a great time, have fun, laugh, enjoy the opportunity to meet
and create beautiful memories.

Youth is undoubtedly an extremely valuable part of the Church. This is the reason
why we invest in our youth, and we believe that the Goyans are the hope and
future of Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. All the players participating in
this tournament have the common characteristics attested to by the GOYA name.
Greece, Orthodoxy, Youth and America. These values always unite, inspire, and
guide us.

I wish all the teams, players, coaches, success and "Good Luck". And success is not
about winning the Cup. Success is to have fun, to play fair, to learn from each
other. Success is learning to lose and being taught how to handle defeat. In this
tournament let there be no winners and no losers. Let love, joy, peace, and
entertainment be the “winners” that will prevail.

Wishing from the bottom of my heart "Merry Christmas" I hope this tournament
will be indelibly etched in your memory as a wonderful experience.

With love in Christ,

Fr. Georgios Oikonomou
Protopresbyter

:".'-t:'.'
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA

ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL

Prot. No. 363/2023
Archepiscopal Encyclical on the New Year 2024

January 1, 2024

Vore el 116 v XQLoTe Kavn KTIOIG: T doxata manADev, DOV Yéyove kava T TAVTA.
(ITpog KopwvOiovg B” 5:17)
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation! What's past has passed.
Behold! Everything is new!
(I Cor 5:17)

Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and
Deacons, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and
Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations,
and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America:

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,

On this first day of the New Year of 2024, let us embrace the newness in Christ,
which He has appointed for our renewal and salvation. The Apostle Paul reminds us that
we are, in fact, new creations! And that whatever has transpired is beyond us, forgiven
and even forgotten. For every new year — whether this civil one, or the Ecclesiastical
New Year on September 1 — is a call and opportunity to begin again. Why? Because in
Christ, “everything is new.”

This is the truest and the best optimism. Neither a false hope for the future, nor a
denial of mistakes in the past. We press forward in Christ, Who is an ever-flowing
fountain of love, mercy, compassion and forgiveness. This is how we are called to live —
in the dynamic flow of God’s grace through the Holy Spirit. Whether it is by our
participation in the Sacred Mysteries of the Church, or by applying the teachings of our
Savior in our everyday lives. When we pray, “give us this day our daily bread,” it is much
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more than an invocation of the Eucharist, as precious and profound as it is. We are

affirming that the gift of life itself is a constant source of God’s nourishing love and care.

Therefore, my beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, let us embrace 2024 with the
optimism that is grounded in the truth of God. And as we base our hopes in the promises
of His Grace, let us remember the Saint of this Day, and the sacred institution of our
Archdiocese that bears his righteous name. Saint Basil Academy is a literal incarnation of
new beginnings. It is a place of God’s love and His promise where newness of life

flourishes. Let us always generously remember the Academy and its mission. And may
the New Year of God’s grace bestow upon you and all those you love the blessings of
good health of body and soul, and the newness of life that propels you to reach for even

greater spiritual heights.

With much paternal love in Christ,

7{5‘ uzongs 7{}7?%;403

t ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America

Note: To be read in every parish of the Archdiocese on Monday, January 1, 2024.
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IEPA APXIEITIXKOITH AMEPIKHX
APXIEITIZKOITIKH ETKYKAIOX
AoOp. ITowrt. 363/2023
Agxteruiokomukr) EykvkAtog yia 10 véo £tog 2024.

1 Tavovapiov 2024

ITpog tovg LePaouiwtdtovs kat Ocopileotdtovg AgxLepels, tovg EvAaBeotdtoug Tepeig

kat Alxovovug, tovg Movaxoug kat tic Movayég, toug ITpoédgouvg kal ta MEAN twv

Kowotwkawv XuvpPovAiwv, tovg EvtipoAoywwrtdtovg Apxovreg tov OIKOLEEVIKOD

ITatowxpxetov, ta néAN g Hyeolag twv 100, tx Hueonow kat Amtoyevpativa LXoAelx,

tic Promttwyxovg AdeA@otnreg, T NeoAaia, tic EAANVopO&doEec Ogyavaoels kal

0AGKANEO T0 XpLoTeMwVLHO TATowHa TG Tepag Agxtemiokomnng ApLEQKTG.

«Qome el g ev XooT@ Katvn) KTiolg: tax agxata mapnAOeyv, oL Yéyove Kava ta

rtdvtar (IToog KopwvOiovg B” 5:17).

ITpoo@\elc adeApol kat adeAgeg év Xolotw,

AvT) v ot Npéea Tov véov €toug 2024, &g avavewbovpe v Xolotw, 6mwg

pag €det€e Tov dEOMO TNG owTnElag O g pe TV évavOpwmnion tov. O andotoAog twv

é0vov  TlavAoc pac vmevOuuile, Ot OV MEAYHATIKOTNTA  elpaote  Véa

onuovoynuata!l Kat 6,tdnmote kako €xel ouUPel, &G Helvel MOW HAS, CLYXWEEUEVO

kal Eexaopévo! TNatt k&dOe dpxn véov €toug, elte avTO eival EKKANOXOTIKG, TV 11

LemtepPolov, eite MOALTIKO, OTIWCS 1) ONUEQLVT] NHEQR, ATIOTEAEL i HOVADIKT) eVKALQIX

ywx émavekkivnon. Iatt doaye; Aot «&v XQLote YEYove Kava T TtdvTon!

AVT0 akoBawc onuatvel va eloat AANOva aiotvdo&og. Olte PevTikeg EATIOES YL

0 HéAAOV, oUTe dpvnon Twv Aabwv toL apeABovtog. ITgoxwoeovue pmEoota e TO

XoLoTto 6dNY0, 6 0T0ol0¢ elval 1) AOTEIQELTN TINYT) TNG AYATING, TOL EAE0VG, THG CLUTIOVIAG

Kal TG ovyxwenoews. ' avto, we xolotiavol kadovpaote va Crjoovpe €xovtag otn

Can pag ) xdon tov Oeov dix ToL Ayiov [Tvevpartog, elte pé T CUUUETOXT] LA OTX LeQX

nvotowx s ExkAnolag pag, eite pe v épappoyn otr Cwr) pag g dwaokaAiag Tov
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Kvplov nuav Tnoov Xowotov. ‘H émikAnon otV KoLkt TQooevX1) «TOV AQTOV UV TOV
ETLOVOLOV DOG MUV OTJUEQOV», ELVAL KATL TTEQLOTOTEQO ATIO [ic TIOALTIUN EVXAQLOTIOLAKT
énikAnon! Empefaiwovovpe pe adto Tov 10010 6Tl AUTO TO HOVAdIKO d0wEo TS Cwng

amoteAet otaBeQr) T yr) TS OQEeMTIKNG AYATING Kal oovTidag ToL OeoL TEOG EUAG.

‘Emopévwg, dyarmtol pov adeAgot, ag vmodexOovue to 2024 pe aioodolia, N
omoia OepeAwvetat oty dAnBeiax ToL Oeov. Kabwe otnoillovue tig EAmidec pag oty
éumepia g Oelac Xaottog, ag Ouunbovue kal TOV &ylo e NUéQas kat To kadidoupa
TG AQXLETILOKOTING HAS TOL péQeL TO Ovoud tov. H Akadnpia tov Ayilov Baoikeiov etvat
TIOAYHATIKA 1) EVOAQKWOTN TNG VEAS APeTnolag. ATOTEAELTOTIO TG AYATING TOL B0 Kl
G UOoXeoNG TOL Yix TNV &vOion véag Cwngc. Ag BuunOovpe yevaltodwoa v Akadnuia
KAl TV &Aoo ToAT] ¢ Kat el0e 1) véa xeoviax pe ) xdon tov Ocov, va @égetl Uyela Puxng
KL OWOUATOG [e TTIOAAES eVAOYiEC 0¢ E€0aGg kal ¢ GAOVG BO0VS dyaTiate, EOoEYYilovTag

axoun vPnAoTega vevpatika Uipn!
Meta moAANG €v XQLoTw MATOIKNG &YATG,
Ji e Kool
t 0 Apeoknc EATdogpopog

Inueiwois: Noa avayvwoOel o€ 6Aeg tic évooleg g Apeoung v Aevtéoa, 1 Tavovapiov
2024.
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GREEK ORTHODOX
METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY

His Eminence
Metropolitan Apostolos
of New Jersey

Cordially Invites you to the

ANNUAL
METROPOLIS of NEW JERSEY

VASILOPITA CELEBRATION

Tuesday, January 9, 2023
6:00 - 9:00pm

hosted by:

St. George Greek Orthodox Church
1101 River Road
Piscataway, NJ 08854
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In memory of Ioannis and Georgia Kepreos

Mrs. Aspasia Charalampopoulos

In memory of Vasilios Protopapas
Ms. Kiriaki Roros
Mr. Vasilios Dargakis
Irene and Michael Kontonikolas
Nikos, Eleni, Christina

and Aristides Hadjipantelis
Dimitrios Stakias Family

In memory of George Roros
Ms. Kiriaki Roros

In memory of George Kavouriou
Toula G. Koukoulas-Woods
Vasilios Roufas Family

Mary Antonas

Mary Sapounakis

Barbara Nicolaides

Anastasia Vasilakopoulos
Rhodian Society “Diagoras”

In memory of Amalia Bilis
Paraskevi Reppas

Ms. Mary Serafis

Rhodian Society “Diagoras”
Sylvia & George Voxakis

In memory of Apostolos Venetis
Dimitrios, Kiki and Alexandra Venetis
Chrisoula Foniadakis - Galiatsatou
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In memory of George

& Konstantoula Bakoulas
Dimitrios and Kiki Venetis
Gerasimos and Lambrini Galiatsatos

In memory of Chrisoula Galiatsatou
Gerasimos and Lambrini Galiatsatos

In memory of Nicholaos Tsironis
Evdokia Tsironis

In memory of Evangelos Angelou
Steve and Katina Yianakis

Mr. and Mrs. Tony Pearce
Anastasia Halikias

Anna Halikias

In memory of Michael Verinakis
Steve and Katina Yianakis

In memory of Konstantinos
and Markella Forakis

Anastasia Halikias

Anna Halikias

In memory of Maria Vasiliades
Anastasia Halikias
Anna Halikias
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“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who
is Christ the Lord” — Luke 2:11 EVS

We hope that everyone enjoyed celebrating Christmas with
family and friends but took time the time and pray for those that
have lost family members, those struggling to provide for their
families, those dealing with illness and those that are hoping
for peace! We would like to wish everyone a very
Blessed New year with Health and Happiness!

On December 5th and 6th, we sponsored the
reception along with the community to celebrate
our Patron Saint Nicholas. Thank you to all those
who prepared and contributed.

The Holiday Celebration on Monday, December
11th at The Greektown Square and Event Center
was a great success! Of course, this would not have
been possible without those attending and  the
following restaurants and individuals for their donations: By
the Docks, Richarson Farms White Marsh, Karellas Café, Spiro
and Brari Bona, Mati Jewelry & Accessories, Despina Pikounis
and the Philoptochos Board members. All proceeds support
Philoptochos Missions.

Sunday, January 7th our Annual Vasilopita Cutting. We would
like to thank the Family of Mrs. Despina Kostalas for her
donation. May God grant her many years of health.

Monday, January 8th at 6:00 p.m. our next General Meeting
Wine Night. Join us for a night of fellowship.

January 7th — 18th we will be collecting New Hats, Scarves, socks,
and blankets for our local shelter. There will be a box in the church
atrium for your donations. Your donations are appreciated. Let
us help warm the hearts of those that are struggling to survive
day to day.

The Winter Night Out will be at Michaels Steak and Lobster
House, 6209 Eastern Avenue on Tuesday, January 16th at 6:00
p-m. For tickets or information please contact Eva Nychis 443-
812-0346 or Renee Themelis 410-790-2775 or any Philoptochos
Board Member.

DONATIONS:

In Memory of Vasilios Protopapas:

From Mr. Manoli and Eugenia Karelas and Family, Michael and
Nora Kefalas and John and Maria Giorgakis and Family

In Memory of George Karvouriou:
From Maria Karagiannis, Michael, and Nora Kefalas

In Memory of Amalia Billis:
From Michael and Nora Kefalas

May their memory be eternal!
Donation for food baskets:

From Antonio Sazaklis and Lord Baltimore Chapter 364 Order
of Ahepa
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«Ia oéva yevviiOnxe ofjuepa oy oAy tov Aaid évas Xwtrpag,
mov givar 0 Xp1otog o Kdprog» — Aovkag 2:11 EVS

EAni{ovpe 6Tt OMot amolavoate Tov e0pTacd Twv XpLoTouyEvvewy
UE TNV OLKOYEVELA Kal TouG QiAovg, adld otyovpa dAoL aglepwoayie
Xpovo yla va mpooevxnfodpe yla Ooovg éxacav pEAnN TG
OLKOYEVELAG TOVG, yla eKeivovg Tov aywvilovtat va egao@aiicovy
TIG OIKOYEVELEG TOVG, Yl EKEIVOUG TIOL avTipeTwTti{ovy acBéveleg
Kot ekeivoug mov ehmtifovv oe eprpvn! Oa Béhape va
evxnBovpe oe GAovg Kahr Xpovid pe Yyeia kot Evtvyial
O
Zuig 5 ka6 AekepPpiov, xopnyrioape t Setiwon padi pe
NV KOWvoTNTA yla va yloptacovpe tov IIpootarn pag
Ayto NwoAao. Evyapiotovpe ohovg doovg Pordnoav
OTNV TIPOETOLHACIA KAl OUVEIOPEPAV U OTOLOONTIOTE
TpOTIO.

O eoptaopdg ™ Aevtépa 11 AexepPpiov oto The
Greektown Square and Event Center onpeiwoe peydin
emrvyial dvotid, avtd dev Ba Nrav duvatod xwpig Tovg
TIAPEVPLOKOPUEVOUG Kot Tat akOAoLBa E0TIATOPLAL Kat GTOHA Yiat TIG
Swpeég Tovg: By the Docks, Richarson Farms White Marsh, Karellas
Café, Spiro and Brari Bona, Mati Jewelry & Accessories, Aéomowva
IMikovvn kat ta péAn Tov Atokntikod ZvpBovAiov g Ghomtwyov.
O\a ta é008a otnpilovv Ti¢ ATooToAég TG Dhomtwyov.

Tnv Kvplaxn 7 Iavovapiov, Ba npaypatonomBei n Errjota Konr tng
Bao\omitag pag. Oa Béhape va guxaploTHOOVHE TNV OLKOYEVEL
™G kuplag Aéomovag Kwotala ya ) Swped tg. O Oedg va g
Xapiet oA xpovia pe vyeia.

Tnv Aevtépa 8 Iavovapiov, oTig 6:00 (L. eival n emopevn Tevikn
Svvélevon pag pe pia Ppadid Kpaotov. EXdrte oty mapéa pag ya
pa Bpadid VY TPOPLAG.

ATo 116 7 €wg T 18 Iavovapiov Ba cvAAé§ovpe Néa Kaméla,
Kaoko, Kéhtoeg kat KovBépteg yia o Tomkd pag kataguyto. Oa
vrapyet €va kovti 0To aibplo g ekkAnoiag yia Tig dwpeég oag. Ot
Swpegg oag extipwvtat. Ag fondroovpe va (eatabovv ot kapdiég
eketvwv ov aywvifovtat va empPiboovy kabnuepvé.

To Winter Night Out Oa eivar oto Michaels Steak and Lobster
House, 6209 Eastern Avenue tnv Tpitn 16 Iavovapiov otig 6:00 p.pt.
Ta ewowtfipia 1) TAnpo@opieg emikovwvnote pe v Eba Noxn 443-
812-0346 1} 1) Pevé Oépeln 410-790-2775 1} omotodnmote {EAOG Tov
Arowkntikod ZvpBovAiov g Ghomtwyov.

AQPEEX:

Ztn pviun Tov Bacieiov Ilpwtomana:

And tov k. MavwAn kat tnv Evyevia Kapéha kat v owoyévela,
Mixan kau Nopa Kegdha kat Iwdvvn kot Mapia Iiwpydkn kat tnv
olkoyévela

iy pvijun Tov liwpyov KaPouvpiov:
Amo ™ Mopia Kapayiavvn, tov Mixan kat ) Nopa Kegdha

Xty pviun 6 Apadiog Mrmildy:
A6 tov MiyaniA kau T Nopa Kepaa

Ag eivar cuwvie  uviun tovg!
Awped y1a kaddOix Tpo@ipwy:

Am6 tov Antonio Sazaklis kot Tovg Lord Baltimore
Chapter 364 Order of Ahepa
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EARLY EDUCATION CENTER NEWS

NOW HIRING
TEACHERS AND AIDES!

ST. NICHOLAS
BILINGUAL eARLY
EDUCATION CENTER

Hello BEEC Friends and Families,

The Saint Nicholas Bilingual Early Education Center provides a safe, nurturing, home away from home
learning center. We accept children from 6 weeks till 5 years of age. BEEC is hiring part-time and full-time
aides to assist our teachers at the Center. If you or anyone you know is interested, please call the Center at
410-633-5020 extension 4 or message us on Facebook.

The Center collected and donated new, unwrapped toys to Toys for Tots. We also had a Christmas
Program where the children sang Christmas carols in both Greek and English. Our program was complete
with a visit from Santa Claus. We also had the best contest: Who will build the best gingerbread house

and the parents voted for the best. Congratulations to the Toddler 1 class and their wonderful teachers for
making such a nice little house.

Happy New Year! To welcome 2024, Father George will be blessing our school and we will cut the
traditional Vasilopita. The children will be having a pajama party every Wednesday for the month of
January.

Aiyh\wooog Bpepovnmiakog ZtavBuog Ayiov Nikohdov,

O Atyhdwooog Bpegovnmiaxdg Zrabuog Ayiov Nikohdov mapéxet éva aoparég O Atylwooog
Bpegovnmiaxog Ztabuog Ayiov Nikoldov apéxet éva aopalég meptparlov, €va omitt pakpld arod to
omt, éva omitt padnong. Aexopaote matdid nAwiag 6 efSopddwv £wg 5 etwv. O oTaBpog pog Yy vel va
npooAdfel PfonBoig SaokdAwv [EPIKNG Kat TAPOVG amtaoXOANonG. Av éxete
EPWTNOELG 1] XPELAO0AOTE TIEPLOCOTEPEG TANPOPOPIEG, ETIKOLVWVIOTE |E TO
otaBpo pag oto TNAEPwvo 410-633-5020, ypapyr 4 1| oteikte pag prvopa 6to
Facebook.

To AeképPplo o oTabpog pag ouvéllete kat Swpioe karvovpyta Touvidia

o710 @LAavBpwniko opyaviouo “Toys for Tots” AlopyavwOnke emiong
Xprotovyevvidtiko Ipdypapipa 6mov ta taudta tpayovdnoay ta kahavta ota
EAAnvika kat ota AyyAwa. To mpoypapipa odokAnpwOnke (e emiokeyn and
Tov Ayto Baoiln. Eniong eiyape tov kaAvtepo Siaywviopo: Iolog Ba gTiaget to
ka\UTepo gingerbread house kot ot yoveig yr@ioav to kaitepo. Zuyxapntripla
otnv Ta&n Twv TpovnTiwy 1 Kat TIG LTEPOYEG OATKAAES TOVG TIoV é@Tiagay éva
TO0O WPAIO OTITAKL.

2aG EVXOHAOTE

ko xpovid! Tia vat
KAAWOOpPIoOLpE TO
2024, o matep Iewpylog
Ba evhoynoet to
oxoleio kat Ba kOYeL

™ Baot\omra pag. Tov
TIavovdpio, ot padntég
pag Ba éxovv mapTL
nut{apag kabe Tetdptn.
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STEWARDSHIP

St. Nicholas
eGiving Stewardship

AN

One Less Thing
fo think abouft

eGiving Benefits

* Easy set up

* One-time/recurring payment options
» Confidential & secure

» Track easily for tax purposes

How it Works

* Go to: stnicholasmd.org/give
» Select fund(s)

e Create your profile

» Select amount, payment method & frequency
« Complete donation
* THAT'S IT! Simple.

VANCO

Thank you for your generosity!

Ordownioadthiemmobiieappl
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STEWARDSHIP

MEMBERSHIP PLEDGE CARD  KAPTA EOEAONTIKHZ MPOXMOPAZ

“WELL DONE GOOD & FAITHFUL SERVANT”
“EY, AOYAE ATAGE KAIIIIETE”

2024 SAINT NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH CONFIDENTIAL STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT CARD
2024 EAAHNIKH OPOOAOZH EKKAHZIA ATIOY NIKOAAOY -KAPTA AMOPPHTHE EQEAONTIKHE NMPOZPOPAZ MEAQN
In gratitude for God's blessings I/'we make the following commitment to the ministries of St. Nicholas Church:
Zav Ekgppaan cuyvwpoolvng Pou yia Tig culoyicg Tiow £xw AdPe and tov ed, Scopicvopal Pe Tnv akdhoubn
owovollikn kat eBehovrikn Pou npoogpopad npog tnv Exkhnaoia tou Ayiou Nikohaou:

3 (Weekly / Monthly / Quarterly / Yearly)
3 (EBSopadialwe / Mnvialwg / Ava Tplunvo / Etnolwc)

TOTAL ANNUAL PLEDGE FOR 2024 :5.
ZuvoMKO ool Tipooopdc yia To 2024 :$

Come and See God work through your talents, skills, and experience, as well as your financial support.
Your offering to Christ and His Church can do as much as you empower it to do.
We give to Christ and His Church not according to our means but according to our Love for Him.
lvete paptupeg Tow £pyou Tow O=ol! Awote and to TakévTo e To oToio cag EXE TIPOIKITEL,
HIE TIg IKAVOTITES, Tig EPMEpieg, TNV owkovollikn aag euyépaia. H npoogpopa [lag atov Xpioto kai Tnv
ExkAnoia Tou ac Baogiotei otnv ayarnn Pag mpog Autov, 6yl oTnv oikovollikn Pag Sduvarétnra,

Planned Giving Please send me information on making a planned gift to the Church.
Awpea mow ayedialw lNapakahw ateikte [lou MANpopopieg OYETIKA [I€ TOV TPOTIO TIOU [ITIOpW
va TIPOCPEPW va Swpiow,

Print Full Name/ [payre pe kegalaia ypappara 1o emiBeto oag

Signature/ YTioypagn Date/ Hugpopnvia

Name / Dvopa Date of Birth / Hpuepop. Mevvijoewg

Introducing Auto Pay
Name of Spouse / Dvopa oufiyou Date of Birth / Hpepop. Fevvijoewg Set It and Forget It!

Oceupation / Endyyehps Take the work out of giving! Set up automatic offerings
and pledges right from your computer or tablet that will
seamlessly reoccur every week, month, quarter, or year.

Occupation / [nayychpa (Spouse)

Street Address / llLeod . . . .. .
cc ress / ledOuvon If you would like to give electronically, visit our website

www.stnicholasmd.org/give or download the GivePlus
mobile app. If you have any questions, contact the church
office at 410-633-5020.

City / mokn Zip Code / vay. vopiac

Home Phone / ItaBepé tnhépwvo omtiod

Mobile Phone / Kwnré tnhégpuve Mobile Phone / Kwnté tnlépuvo (Spouse)

EIZArQrH XTON
AYTOMATO TPONO
NMAHPQMHZ

Email Address of Spouse / Hhexktpovikr SievBuvon oulioyou PYGMIETE To KAI o
SEXAZTE TO! GIvepLust

MOBILE

Fmail Address / Hirkrpoukn SiedBuovan

Communication Preferences / lNpotiproeig emuowvwviag

Asv xperaletal va Bupdaocte va oteilete T Mpoocypopa oag.
PuBpiote tnv autopatn Swpea kal Tnv eBshovTikn cag
Tipoopopa ansubeiag amd tov umoloyLatr gag ) To tablet

Dependent Children’s Names and Birthdates / oag o Ba emavaiapPavetar avelnwg kabs efSopada,
Ovépara mabuiw kaw npepopnuia yevuroewe toue IJrIlUCI TPLHNVO r:I étoq

B Mail/ Taxwspopcio B emoit/ Hacicpovicy B <t/ Mivopa

Eav emBupeite va oteidete tn Swped oag NAEKTPOVLKA,
enLokeyBeite Tnv wotwoosAiba pag www.stnicholasmd,
org/give | katefaocte tnv epappoyn GivePlus mobile.
Eav £xete amopiseg, EMLKOLVWVIOTE HE To Mpaweio tng
EkkAnoiag oto tnAépwvo 410-633-5020.
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NOTICES/EVENTS

SPONSOR A COFFEE HOUR

We have resumed the Coffee Hour following the Divine Liturgy on Sundays. Please
consider sponsoring a coftfee hour in memory of a loved one, for the health of your
family, or in honor of our St. Nicholas Church.

Please call the office at 410-633-5020 to schedule.

Thank you for your support!
gffee

Hour

e
HELP US GROW L
THROUGH E-GIVING

It’s through your contributions that we’re able to carry on
important work both spiritually and in our community. NOTICE.

Electronic giving is a convenient, easy way to support . . . .
st. Nicholas. All organizations must review their

By giving electronically, you can: upcoming events with Paraskevi

e  Give anywhere, anytime from your computer,

smartphone or tablet. Kotsatou (410-633-5020) who will

e Donate easily for special projects.
e Set up recurring offerings and pledges and never

worry about bringing your checkbook or cash again. add the event to the official church
Show your support and try one of our e-Giving options. :
If you would like to give electronically, Calendar on the bulletln board
visit our website www.stnicholasmd.org .
or download the GivePlus mobile app. E acCross from Fathel' Georglos oﬂice.
Thank you for all you do to support
our St. Nicholas family throughout . Thank You for Your cooperation_
the year! EI_

\. S
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NOTICE

Sunday gfe&
Sponsored

St Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

Coffee & Assorted Cookies

Includes setup, cleanup, paper goods

$200

Coffee Service Only

Includes setup, cleanup, paper goods

$120

Fruit Tray
$40

Spanakopita
100 pieces

$75

Tyropita
100 pieces
$75

Tray of Cheese, Olives & Crackers
$100

Sandwiches
Tuna, Shrimp or Chicken
$2 per piece

m 700S. Quall Street I Baltimore, MD 21224

Greektown Square & Event Center | 1el:410-633-5020 tel: 410-633-3131 | fax: 410-631-2706
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email: info@greektownsquare.com
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Crree idtied Clor Sk Clp

Sponsored by
St Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

Pre-orders required Wednesday prior| Cooked or frozen

Dolmades

1/2 Tray (50 pieces)

$50

Spanakopites

35 square pieces

$40

Tiropites

35 square pieces

$40

Pastitsio
1/2 Tra ¥

$55

Mousaka

1/2 Tray

$60

Lamb Shank w! Orzo

5 Orders

$100

m 700 S. Quail Street | Baltimore, MD 21224

Greektown Square & Event Center | 16l 410-633-5020 tel: 410-633-3131 | fax: 410-631-2706

email: info@greektownsquare.com
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CHakaria Cflenee

Sponsored by
St Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

Appetizer Choices

Cheese Pies (included)
Spinach Pies (included )
Fried Calamari (add $2.00pp)

Choices of salad (1)
Garden Salad, Greek Salad, Village Salad, Caesar Salad

Choices of Entree
Choice of two sides, Roll & Butter (included)

31pp
Flounder (broiled/fried)

Shrimp Creole
Cod Fish (broiled/fried)

39pp
Two (2) Jumbo Lump Crab Cakes

Choice of Fish and One (1) Jumbo Lump Crab Cake

Sides (2 choices)

Greek Style Lemon Potatoes, Roasted Red Skin Potatoes, Kritharakie(orzo),
white rice, fresh cut vegetables, string beans Greek style

Beverages (items included) Bar Options
Red or White Wine, Coffee and Tea, Sodas, Water Mixed Drinks $6
Also available - Paximadia Domestic Beer $6

Imported Beer $6
Mixed Drinks and Beer Available ac Per Drink Charge

m 700 S. Quail Street | Baltimore, MD 21224

~ 1el: 410-633-5020 te|: 410-633-3131 | fax: 410-631-2706

Greektown Square & Event Center
a email: info@greektownsquare.com
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Greektown Squateee> Event Center

‘ le» 1ith

: n..illpln EST

S O qu 2:30pm)

To book a table text Sofia 240.375.9464 or Eva 717.969.0016

36 KOINONIA JANUARY 2024




ST. NICHOLAS STEWARDSHIP FUND FOR FISCAL YEAR 2023 (11-1-2022 - 10-31-2023)
PLEDGED: $101,000.00 RECEIVED: $102,055.00 RECEIVED NOT-PLEDGED: $102,498.00
TOTAL FISCAL YEAR RECEIVED: $204,553.00 #PLEDGES: 195 #Contributors: 441

Agapios, Diamantis
Agapios, Maria

Ahepa Lord Baltimore #364,
ORGANIZATION
Akalestos, Emmanuel
Alafassos, Spiro
Alexandrou, John
Alexandrou, Niki
Almason, Allison
Almason, Stephen
Alourdas, Kiriaki
Alsup, Andrew
Amann, Franz
Anastasiades, Demos
Angelopoulos, Chris
Angelos, Irene
Angelos, John

Apesos, Antigoni
Apostolou, Dimitrios
Aravidis, Nickolas
Argetakis, Andronikos
Argirakis, Pantelis
Argiropoulos, William
Argyrakis, Despina
Athanasiou, Antonios
Athos, Janet

Atsalis, Gus

Atsidis, Ioannis
Avgerinos, Despina
Avgerinos, Phaedra
Avgerinos, Sophia
Bakalis, John
Balatsoukas, Konstantina
Basil, George

Benetos, Ioannis
Bisbikis, Helen
Bisbikis, Pete

Bisiotis, Dimitrios
Black, Mark

Bonolis, Catherine
Bouyoukas, John
Britzolakis, Georgios
Bunce, Chrisovalandou
Cardiges, Nicholas
Chagetas, Angela
Chalkias, Ioannis
Charalambopoulos, Aspasia
Charalambopoulos, Yianni
Chrissomallis, Metaxia
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Chrissomallis, Sophie
Christ, Philip
Christakou, Stavroula
Cornias, Arezina
Cornias, Despina
Cornias, Harry
Cornias, Kalliopi
Cornias, Larry
Cornias, Mark
Cornias, Michael
Cornias, Nicholas
Cossis, Amalia
Curtis, John
Dardamanis, Eva
Dendrinos, Evangelia
Diacogiannis, Michael
Diakantonis, Nickolaos
Dimas, Dena
Diniotis, Anastasia
Douskas, Dimitra
Douskas, Konstantinos
Douskas, Vasiliki
Efthimiou, Spiros
Eleftheriou, John
Eliopoulos, Anna
Eliou, Ernest

Fakas, James

Fakas, Vasilios
Filipidis, Effie
Filipidis, Nicholas
Filippakis, Filippos
Filippou, Maria
Foniadakis, Chrisoula
Forakis, George
Forakis, Michael
Forakis, Stamati
Fotinos, Gerasimos
Fotinos, James
Fotinos, Michael
Fotopoulos, Georgia
Foukas, Pavlos
Frangakis, Katherine
Frangakis, Sofoula
Frangos, John
Friedlander, Amy
Galiatsatos, Gerasimos
Gavrilis, John
Gazonas, George
Georgakakou, Vasiliki

Georgalas, Michael
Georgas, George
Georgas, Savas
Giakoumakis, Marianna
Giannas, Stylianos
Giorgakis, Maria
Gluszcz, Christine
Glykiadis, Despina
Glykiadis, Konstantinos
Glytsis, Filippos
Gyftopoulos, Sofia
Halikias, Anastasia
Halikias, Anna

Halkias, Fotini
Handakas, Paul

Harris, Athena
Hatzidimitriou, John

Hatziefthimiou, Anastasia

Hatzigeorgalis, Antonios

Hatzigeorgalis, Nicholaos

Hazarides, Melli
Hiotis, Michael

Home, Funeral
Houvardas, Minas
Ieromonahos, Dimitrios
Ieromonahos, Stamatia
Iliadis, Mary

Johns, Aspasia
Kafouros, Demetrios
Kafouros, Zaharoula
Kaikis, Clemis

Kaitis, Angela
Kalambihis, Maria
Kaliakoudas, Sofia
Kaminaris, Demetrios
Kamos, Anthie
Kapetanakos, Elias
Kapetanakos, Soulla
Kaputsos, Marshall
Kaputsos, Sylvia
Karabelas, Ioanna
Karabelas, Pete
Karagiannis, Carla
Karagiannis, Maria
Karagiannopoulos, Gus

Karagiannopoulos, Susan

Karamanlidis, Kyriakos
Karamihalis, Eleftheria
Karamihalis, George

Karamihalis, Theologos
Karanikolis, Nikos
Kardiasmenos, Metaxia
Karlos, Peter

Karoutsos, George
Kastanakis, Evangelia
Kastanakis, Michael
Kastellorizios, Konstantinos
Katsaros, Emanuel
Katsaros, Michael
Katsas, Stavros
Katsimpiris Wallace, Nichola
Katsoulis, Athanasios
Kattavenos, Michael
Kazos, Maria

Kefalas, Mike

Kimos, James
Klosteridis, Elaine
Klosteridis, Michael
Klosteridis, Paraskevi
Kolaitis, Dimitrios
Kolendrianos, John
Koliadis, Emmanuel
Kolotos, Dora
Konstantinou, John
Konstantopoulos, Alexander
Kontogeorgakis, Christos
Kornias, George
Korologos, Louis
Korologos, Tsambika
Kosmas, Demetrios
Kostakis, George
Kostakis, Lemonia
Kostalas, Eleni

Kostos, John

Kotzias, Chris

Koukides, Georgios
Koukides, Harry
Koukides, John
Koukides, Konstantinos
Koulatsos, Anastasia
Koumoudis, Vasiliki
Kouroupis, Steve
Kourtesis, Adrienne
Koutelis, Adamantios
Koutsantonis, Demetrios
Koutsantonis, John
Koutsouris, Stylianos
Kovaleski, Timothy
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STEWARDSHIP FUND FOR FISCAL YEAR 2023

Kovios, Pete

Kron, Christopher
Lagadinos, Katerina
Laiakis, Dimitrios
Lallas, Eva

Lambrow, Stephanie
Larentzos, James
Laskaridis, Nikolaos
Lentis, Minas

Lerakis, Dimitra
Lerakis, Marianna
Lericos, Irene

Likakis, Pericles
Loizou, Chris

Lykos, Fotis

Makris, John

Makris Colandrea, Anna
Manolitsis, Ismini
Manousakis, Evaggelos
Maragos, Petros
Matsangos, Argyro
Matthews, Ann
Maurakis, James
Mavromoustakos, Eleftherios
Mavromoustakos, George
Mavronis, Michael
Mavronis, Nicholas
Mavroulis, Alexandros
Mavroulis, Eva
Mavroulis, Photis
Mayer, Francis
Melissaratos, Aristides
Micklos, Christine
Mihail, Nikolaos
Miller, Mary

Millett, Earl

Millon, Edwards
Milonas, Kimon
Mimaros, Stavros
Minadakis, Antonios
Minas, Rose

Mitchem, Jos
Mochan, Daniel
Moniodis, Flora
Moniodis, Michael
Moskonas, Vasiliki
Moskos, Thomas
Myaris, John

Nezis, Nicholas
Nicolarakis, George
Nikoletos, Anna
Nistazos, George
Nistazos, Nickolas
Nychis, George
Nychis, Vasilios
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O’Drudy, Tricia

Ohno, Maria
Oikonomou, Fr. Georgios
Olympian, Olympos
Orfanidis, Vasilia
Orfanos, Anthony
Orfanos, Michael

Palas, Katina
Panagodimos, Panagiotis
Pandelidis, Demetrios
Pandelidis, Elissavet
Pantelides, Gabriel
Pantoulis, Nancy
Papadimitriou, George
Papadopoulos, Anastasios
Papadopoulos, Efstathios
Papadopoulos, Haralasos
Papalexopoulos, Christianna
Papathakis, Matthew
Papavasiliou, Virginia
Paragios, Popi

Paralis, Kon/Nos

Paros, Maria

Parthemos, Angelika
Parthemos, Kaliope
Pasias, Vicky Mouhtouris
Pateris, John

Pateris, Nicanor

Patras, Stephen

Peach, Antonia

Pearce, Anthony
Pelekakis, Nicole
Philippou, Kalliopi
Philippou, Philip
Pikounis, Adrew
Pikounis, Eleni
Pikounis, George
Pikounis, John

Pikounis, Kalliope
Polikandriotis, Nicholas
Politis, Minas
Polychronis, Aristides
Polychronis, Vasilia
Posluszny, Daphne
Posluszny, Jeffrey
Poulimenakos, Eleni
Prassinas, Demetrios
Prassinas, James

Proakis, Koula

Psichis, Dula

Pulianas, Despina
Qirjako, Bona

Ramos, Demetri

Ramos, Joanna
Redmiles, Sophia

Reese, Kalyopi
Reppas, Paraskevi
Reppas, Soterios
Richardson, Denise
Rigopoulos, Mary Ann
Roberts, Brian
Rologas, Stavros
Roros, Arieta
Roros, Dimitrios
Roros, John

Roros, Kyriaki
Roros, Stavros
Roulfas, Vasilis
Roussos, Anthony
Roxanis, Dean
Roxanis, John
Roxanis, Steven
Sakelakis, Stavroula
Sakellis, Michael
Sakpazis, Ioannis
Saliaris, Panagiotis
Salmeron, Alex
Salpeas, Maria
Samaras, Peter
Sarioglou, Anastasia
Sarioglou, Kerassa
Sarlanis, Kiriako
Sazaklis, Antonios
Schaefer, Stephanie
Serafis, Mary
Sfakianoudis, John
Sfakianoudis, Vasilis
Sfikas, Paraskevas
Sfiriou, Antonia
Sigambris, Irene
Sisamis, Pothiti
Siskos, Stefanos
Skandalis, George
Skevofilax, Emmanuel
Skordalos, Vasilios
Smoudianis, John
Sotirchos, Elias
Souranis, Maritsa
Souranis, Michael
Souranis, Paraskevi
Souranis, Stanley
Spenser, Erik
Stakias, Dimitrios
Stakias, Michael
Stakias, Stelios
Stakias, Zdiera, Nitsa
Stamatopoulos, Nicolas
Stamidis, Angela
Stamidis, Sophia
Stavlas, Jerry

Stavrakis, Demetrios
Stewart, John
Syropoulos, Amalia
Syropoulos, Nicholas
Taratsides, Athena
Taratsides, George
Tasker, Kalomira
Tetteris, Rhodea
Themelis, John
Themelis, Stella
Theoharis, Emmanuel
Triantafilos, Costas
Trintis, Thorina
Tripoulas, Marilena
Tsakalas, Julie
Tsakalas, Steven
Tsakalos, Jeanette
Tsakalos, Rose
Tsampos, Christina
Tsampos, George
Tsampos, Michael
Tsapakidis, Nikolaos
Tsapakidis, Theoharis
Tsapalas, Stefanos
Tsapalas, Theodore
Tse, Nektaria

Tserkis, George
Tsimilas, Grigorios
Tsironis, Evdokia
United Chian Society Of Bal-
timore, ORGANIZATION
Valilis, Evangelia
Vasilakopoulos, Anastasia
Vasilakopoulos, Irene
Vasilarakis, Emmanuel
Vasilarakis, Pantelis
Vasiliades, Antonios
Vasiliades, Minus
Vasilios, Frank
Vatakis, Tessie
Vavakas, Kiki
Venetis, Dimitrios
Verenakis, Maria
Verenakis, Michael
Vizaniaris, Evangeline
Vourgarakis, Harry
Voxakis, Samantha
Xouri, Sofia

Yeakim, Angela
Yianakis, Katina
Yianakis, Steve
Zervos, Christine
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ST. NICHOLAS STEWARDSHIP FUND FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024 (11-1-2023 - 10-31-2024)
PLEDGED: $36,260.00 RECEIVED: $20,260.00 RECEIVED NOT-PLEDGED : $18,174.00
TOTAL FISCAL YEAR RECEIVED: $38,434.00 #PLEDGES: 68 #Contributors: 79

Angelos, John
Aravidis, Nickolas
Argyrakis, Despina
Avgerinos, Phaedra
Bonolis, Catherine
Cardiges, Nicholas
Cornias, Michael
Cossis, Amalia

Curtis, John
Eliopoulos, Anna
Eliou, Ernest

Fakas, James

Filipidis, Nicholas
Filippakis, Filippos
Filippou, Maria
Frangos, Constantine
Georgakakou, Vasiliki
Georgalas, Michael
Georgas, George
Giorgakis, Antonios
Hondroulis, Emmanuel
Ieromonahos, Stamatia
Iliadis, Mary

Johns, Aspasia
Karavedas, Viola
Kastellorizios, Lisa
Kimos, James
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Koliadis, Emmanuel
Kostalas, Eleni
Koukides, Georgios
Koukides, Harry
Kourtesis, Adrienne
Kron, Christopher
Lallas, Eva

Maragos, Petros

Miller, Mary

Milonas, Kimon
Mimaros, Stavros
Mitchem, Jos

Moskos, Thomas
O’Drudy, Tricia

Ohno, Maria
Papadopoulos, Anastasios
Papadopoulos, Efstathios
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Papavasiliou, Virginia
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Paterakis, Chuck
Paterakis, Olga

Pateris, Nicanor

Peach, Antonia

Pentikis, Anthony
Petrinolis, Georgios
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Prassinas, James
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Sakellis, Penelope
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Tsironis, Evdokia
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Vatakis, Tessie
Vizaniaris, Evangeline
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el PLEASE REMEMBER TO

COMPLETE YOUR
STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE
FOR 2024

JANUARY 2024




FINANCIALS

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
Budget vs. Actuals: Church and Greek School
January - November 2023
Actual Budget ov;l(‘;;\;er)
Income
4000 Stewardship 180,157.83 191,700.00 (11,5642.17)
4010 Greek School Registration 58,536.54 48,000.00 10,536.54
4020 Sales - Candles 78,625.00 83,655.00 (5,030.00)
Other Income 66,851.56 100,470.00 (33,618.44)
Total Income 384,170.93 423,825.00 (39,654.07)
Total Cost of Goods Sold 38,198.93 32,850.00 5,348.93
Gross Profit 345,972.00 390,975.00 (45,003.00)
Expenses
Total CAPITAL COSTS (CHURCH) 8,444.39 12,255.00 (3,810.61)
Total GENERAL & ADMINISTRATION 244,685.60 226,110.75 18,574.85
Total OCCUPANCY COSTS 75,819.98 69,075.00 6,744.98
Total PAYROLL EXPENSES 261,712.43 270,126.00 (8,413.57)
Total YOUTH AND EDUCATIONAL 0.00 3,000.00 0.00
Total Expenses 590,662.40 580,566.75 10,095.65
Net Operating Income (244,690.40) (189,591.75) (55,098.65)
Other Revenue
ERTC (Net, less Paychex fee) 37,499.88 0.00 37,499.88
Total Other Revenue $ 37,499.88 $ 0.00 $ 37,499.88
Net Other Revenue $ 37,499.88 $ 0.00 $ 37,499.88
Net Revenue (207,190.52) (189,591.75) (17,598.77)
4815 Eastern AVE Mortgage Principal Payments $ 6,461.99
OVERALL CHURCH SURPLUS (LOSS) (Operating and
Mortgage) ($213,652.51)
Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
Budget vs. Actuals: Greek School (PC Ref. Only)
January - November 2023
over (under)
Actual Budget Budget
Income
4010 Greek School Registration 58,536.54 48,000.00 10,536.54
Total Income 58,536.54 48,000.00 10,536.54
Cost of Goods Sold
COST OF GOODS SOLD
Total 5012 Greek School Expense 17,657.19 14,400.00 3,257.19
Total COST OF GOODS SOLD 17,657.19 14,400.00 3,257.19
Total Cost of Goods Sold 17,657.19 14,400.00 3,257.19
Gross Profit 40,879.35 33,600.00 7,279.35
Expenses
GENERAL & ADMINISTRATION
6170 Credit Card Processing Fee 408.49 0.00 408.49
Total GENERAL & ADMINISTRATION $ 408.49 $ 000 $ 408.49
PAYROLL EXPENSES
6020 Greek School Teachers Payroll 36,771.25 29,785.00 6,986.25
6051 Payroll Taxes (Greek School) 3,460.67 2,480.00 980.67
Total PAYROLL EXPENSES $ 40,231.92 $ 32,265.00 $ 7,966.92
Total Expenses 40,640.41 32,265.00 8,375.41
Net Operating Income 238.94 1,335.00 (1,096.06)
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FINANCIALS

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

Budget vs. Actuals: Learning Center
January - November 2023

Income
4011 Learning Center Income
Total 4011 Learning Center Income
Total Income
Gross Profit
Expenses
LEARNING CENTER
Total Payroll Expense (L.C.)
Total Food and Classroom Supplies (L.C.)
Total Admin and Office Expenses (L.C.)
Total Occupancy Expenses/Cap Improvements (L.C.)
Total LEARNING CENTER
Total Expenses

Net Operating Income

over (under)

Actual Budget Budget

1,003,529.96 1,096,394.00 (92,864.04)

1,003,529.96 1,096,394.00 (92,864.04) 91.53%

1,003,529.96 1,096,394.00 (92,864.04)

1,003,529.96 1,096,394.00 (92,864.04)

623,110.28 743,313.00  (120,202.72) 83.83%
31,980.86 106,474.00 (74,493.14)  30.04%
46,818.88 68,648.00 (21,829.12) 68.20%
65,546.67 56,731.00 8,815.67 115.54%
767,456.69 975,166.00 (207,709.31)

767,456.69 975,166.00 (207,709.31)

236,073.27 121,228.00 114,845.27 194.73%

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church

Budget vs. Actuals: Plateia
January - November 2023

Income
4140 Plateia Income (Onsite)
Total Income
Cost of Goods Sold
COST OF GOODS SOLD
Total Plateia CGS Expenses
Total COST OF GOODS SOLD
Total Cost of Goods Sold
Gross Profit
Expenses
PLATEIA EXPENSES
Total Occupancy Expenses (Plateia)
Total Payroll Expenses (Plateia)

Total Admin Expenses (Plateia)

Total Bus Dev/Marketing Expenses (Plateia)
Total PLATEIA EXPENSES
Total Expenses

Net Operating Income
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over (under)

Actual Budget Budget
230,452.00 271,195.00 (40,743.00)
230,452.00 271,195.00 (40,743.00)
72,392.67  102,820.00 (30,427.33)
72,392.67  102,820.00 (30,427.33)
72,392.67 102,820.00 (30,427.33)
158,059.33  168,375.00 (10,315.67)
117,614.76  102,751.00 14,863.76
15,597.54  19,010.00 (3,412.46)
21,706.48 19,520.00 2,186.48
14,110.20 16,008.00 (1,897.80)
169,028.98  157,289.00 11,739.98
169,028.98  157,289.00 11,739.98
(10,969.65)  11,086.00 (22,055.65)
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LITURGICAL CALENDAR - JANUARY

Wishing everyone a happy and blessed 2024!

Friday, January 5: Eve of Epiphany: Orthros: 8:30am Divine Liturgy 9:15
Blessing of the Waters  (Strict Fast)

Saturday, January 6: Holy Epiphany Day: Blessing of the Great Waters
Orthros 8:30 am Divine Liturgy 9:15 am

Sunday, January 7: Afterfeast of the Theophany of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. Synaxis of John the Holy Glorious Prophet, Baptist, & Forerunner
Orthros: 8:30 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am

Sunday, January 14: Leavetaking of the Theophany of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ Orthros: 8:30 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am

Wed., January 17: Anthony the Great: Divine Liturgy 9:00 am
Sunday, January 21: 12" Sunday of Luke: Orthros: 8:30 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am

Thursday, January 25: Gregory the Theologian, Archbishop of Constantinople
Divine Liturgy 9:00 am

Sunday, January 28: 15" Sunday of Luke: Orthros: 8:30 am. Divine Liturgy: 9:45 am

Tuesday, January 30: Synaxis of The Three Hierarchs: Basil the Great, Gregory the
Theologian, & John Chrysostom: Divine Liturgy 9:00 am
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