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Koinonia

The lyrics of a Greek traditional holiday song on the change of 
year are:

   Out goes the old year
Children, let’s celebrate!
And may the pain of separation
let it sleep on in our heart.

With God’s Grace and help one more year, 2022, has finished, 
and we are thrilled to welcome the new one, 2023. But what does 
this number really mean? Is it just a number or does it have a 
deeper meaning for Christians? It has a very important meaning, 
as it means that 2022 years have passed since the Birth of our 
Savior Jesus Christ; 2022 years from the Incarnation of the Son 
of God “of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became man”. 
In this spiritual perspective, “holidays” not only have a social 
character with beautiful family gatherings, dinners, decorations, 
gifts, dances and all of the great traditions of the people, but also 
contain the highest spiritual meaning.

The change of year takes place during the period of the “12 Days 
of Christmas” which begins with The Nativity in the Flesh of our 
Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ, continues on with the Feast 
of Circumcision and Naming of Jesus, and is completed with the 
Feast of Epiphany. Moreover, on January 1st, Saint Basil the Great 
is remembered, and is associated with the custom of the baking 
of the Vasilopita. Thus, everything is blessed, and everything 
is sanctified with all of the faithful celebrating the feast days in 
the church, participating in worship, and singing of the hymns. 
The most valuable gift we can receive is the partaking of Holy 
Communion as we unite with God, who is the Creator of time.

Another gift that comes from God to man is Time. Man exists 
from the blessed moment when his parents bring him into the 
world and lives as many years as the good and lover of humankind 
God offers him with all the sorrows and joys of this life. He 
then continues to eternal life near to God, in His Kingdom, the 

Kingdom of Heaven. So, this divine 
gift of Time, has an inestimable value, 
and we must appreciate it. We must 
use our time with caution and make 
sure it flows beautifully and blessedly, 
as we live close to God and take care 
of our neighbor. We must give priority 
to the valuable things in life such as 
the church, the family, the offering to 
fellow man, and ask God to grant us 
richly the fruits of the Spirit, love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control 
(Gal. 5, 22).

We thank God for the past year, and we pray and ask Him for 
the new year to bestow His blessing on the entire world. We ask 
Him for peace from above and for peace for the whole world. May 
evil and sin decrease and may God’s wonderful Grace become 
more abundant. Let all of us strive for the best, let us repent for 
our mistakes, let us improve our relationships and set good and 
blessed objectives.

In closing, please let me share something personal. I thank the 
Almighty God from the bottom of my heart for His blessing to 
be here with you and to be a member of the spiritual family of 
Saint Nicholas. I also thank all of you for the warm welcome to 
our family, and I promise to work with all my strength for our 
community. My Presvytera Anastasia, our children and I wish 
everyone health and God’s blessings for the New Year.

Happy and Blessed New Year!

With Love in Christ,

Fr. Georgios Oikonomou
Protopresbyter

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF 
AMERICA METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY

January 2023
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ΕΟΡΤΙΟ ΜΗΝΥΜΑ ΠΡΩΤΟΠΡΕΣΒΥΤΕΡΟΥ ΓΕΩΡΓΙΟΥ ΟΙΚΟΝΟΜΟΥ

Οι στίχοι ενός παραδοσιακού γιορτινού 
τραγουδιού αυτής της περιόδου λένε με 

αφορμή την αλλαγή του χρόνου:

Πάει ο παλιός ο χρόνος
Ας γιορτάσουμε παιδιά!
Και του χωρισμού ο πόνος
Ας κοιμάται στην καρδιά.

 
Έφυγε λοιπόν με τη Χάρι και τη βοήθεια του Θεού 
ακόμα ένα έτος, το 2022, και καλωσορίζουμε με 
ενθουσιασμό το επόμενο, το 2023. Τι σημαίνει 
αλήθεια αυτός ο αριθμός; Έχει κάποιο βαθύτερο 
νόημα ή είναι μόνο ένα νούμερο; Για εμάς τους 
χριστιανούς έχει πολύ σπουδαίο νόημα, καθώς 
σημαίνει ότι πέρασαν 2022 χρόνια από τη Γέννηση 
του Σωτήρα μας. Από την ενανθρώπηση του Υιού 
του Θεού «εκ Πνεύματος Αγίου και Μαρίας της 
Παρθένου». Με τον τρόπο αυτό οι «γιορτές» δεν 
έχουν μόνο κοινωνικό χαρακτήρα με τις όμορφες 
οικογενειακές συγκεντρώσεις, τα τραπέζια, τους 
στολισμούς, τα δώρα, τον χορό και το τραγούδι 
και όλες τις όμορφες και σπουδαίες παραδόσεις 
του λαού αλλά περιέχουν και υψηλό πνευματικό 
νόημα. Η αλλαγή του χρόνου γίνεται μέσα στην 
περίοδο του Αγίου Δωδεκαημέρου. Την περίοδο, 
δηλαδή, που περιλαμβάνει τις Δεσποτικές 
Γιορτές των Χριστουγέννων, της Περιτομής και 
των Θεοφανείων. Και, επιπλέον, συμπίπτει με τη 
γιορτή του Μεγάλου Βασιλείου, Αρχιεπισκόπου 
Καισαρείας, και συνδέεται με το έθιμο της 
Βασιλόπιτας. Έτσι, όλα ευλογούνται και όλα 
αγιάζονται και βιώνουμε τις ημέρες των γιορτών 
μέσα στην εκκλησία, συμμετέχοντας στη λατρεία, 
ψάλλοντας τους ύμνους και με την Θεία Κοινωνία 
ενωνόμαστε με τον Θεό, που είναι ο δημιουργός 
του χρόνου.

Ο χρόνος είναι ένα δώρο του Θεού στον άνθρωπο. 
Ο άνθρωπος υπάρχει από την ευλογημένη στιγμή, 
που τον φέρνουνε στον κόσμο οι γονείς του, ζει 
όσα χρόνια του χαρίσει ο καλός Θεός με όλες 
τις λύπες και τις χαρές αυτού του κόσμου, αλλά 
και στη συνέχεια συνεχίζει να ζει αιώνια κοντά 
στον Θεό, στη Βασιλεία Του, τη Βασιλεία των 

Ουρανών, στον γλυκύ Παράδεισο. Αυτό το δώρο 
του Θεού, λοιπόν στον άνθρωπο, ο χρόνος, έχει 
ανεκτίμητη αξία και οφείλουμε να το εκτιμούμε. 
Να αξιοποιούμε τον χρόνο μας και να φροντίζουμε 
να κυλάει όμορφα και ευλογημένα, ζώντας κοντά 
στον Θεό και φροντίζοντας με έργα αγάπης τον 
πλησίον. Δίνοντας προτεραιότητα στα πραγματικά 
πολύτιμα πράγματα, την εκκλησία, την οικογένεια, 
την εθελοντική προσφορά στον συνάνθρωπο. Και 
παρακαλώντας τον Θεό να μας χαρίζει πλούσια 
τον καρπό του Πνεύματος, αγάπη, χαρά, ειρήνη, 
μακροθυμία, χρηστότητα, αγαθωσύνη, πίστη, 
πραότητα, εγκράτεια (Γαλ. 5, 22). 

Δοξάζουμε και ευχαριστούμε τον Θεό για τον 
χρόνο, που πέρασε, και προσευχόμαστε και Τον 
παρακαλούμε για το νέο έτος να χαρίζει σε όλο 
τον κόσμο πλούσια την ευλογία Του. Να υπάρχει 
ειρήνη, να λιγοστέψει το κακό και η αμαρτία και 
να υπερπερισσεύσει η Χάρις του Θεού. Αλλά και 
προσωπικά ο καθένας να αγωνιστούμε για το 
καλύτερο, να μετανοήσουμε για τα λάθη μας, να 
βελτιώσουμε τις σχέσεις μας, να θέσουμε στόχους 
καλούς και ευλογημένους.

Κλείνοντας, επιτρέψτε μου μία προσωπική 
αναφορά. Ευχαριστώ τον Πανάγαθο Θεό για την 
ευλογία Του να βρίσκομαι κοντά σας και να είμαι 
μέλος της πνευματικής οικογένειας του Αγίου 
Νικολάου. Ευχαριστώ και όλους εσάς για τη γεμάτη 
αγάπη υποδοχή της οικογένειάς μας και υπόσχομαι 
να εργαστώ με όλες μου τις δυνάμεις για τη δική 
σας διακονία. Η καλή μου πρεσβυτέρα Αναστασία, 
τα παιδιά μας και εγώ ευχόμαστε σε όλους για το 
νέο έτος υγεία και ευλογία.

Χρόνια Πολλά, Ευλογημένο το Νέο Έτος!

Με εν Χριστώ αγάπη,

Πρωτοπρεσβύτερος Γεώργιος Οικονόμου
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CHURCH CONTACT INFORMATION

CHURCH SECRETARY
PARASKEVI KOTSATOU

FINANCIAL SECRETARY
AMALIA SYROPOULOS-KOSTRIVAS

PARISH COUNCIL
PRESIDENT - STAMATIA IEROMONAHOS                              
VICE PRESIDENT - VASILIS ARGIROPOULOS                           
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ASSISTANT TREASURER - SOFIA XOURI                                                                                    
RECORDING SECRETARY - JOHN SFAKIANOUDIS  
                              
BOARD MEMBERS
JOHN CHRISSOMALLIS
JOHN KEVAS 
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STANLEY SOURANIS
EMMANUEL THEOHARIS

PHILOPTOCHOS
IRENE VASILIOS, PRESIDENT 
MARIA GEORGAKI, VICE-PRESIDENT 
ZOE PERDIKAKIS, SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT 
MARIA KARAGIANNIS, RECORDING SECRETARY 
EVA NYCHIS, CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 
STELLA KOUKIDES, TREASURER 
CHRISTINE ZERVOS, ASSISTANT TREASURER  
BOARD MEMBERS: 
KATINA FOTINOS, PATTY KAFALLAS, NORA 
KEFALAS, MARIA KOUTSOURI, EVAGELIA 
SALIARIS, RENEE THEMELIS, TSAMBIKA 
TRIANTAFILOS, KATINA YIANAKIS 

CHOIR DIRECTOR/ORGANIST
PETE BISBIKIS

SEXTON
STANLEY CAVOURAS

CHANTER
DIMITRIOS APOSTOLOU

HELLENIC GOLDEN COINS
KATERINA PATRIKIOS, DIRECTOR
FOULA PARAGIOS & IRENE ANGELOS, 
DANCE INSTRUCTORS

PAN-HELLENIC BOARD MEMBERS
METAXIA KARDIASSMENOS - HONORARY MEMBER
EFFIE KARAMBELAS - DANCE TEACHER
FOTEINI ARGIROPOULOS - POC

DIAMONDS
ROSE TSAKALOS, PRESIDENT
ROZA CORNIAS, VICE-PRESIDENT
ANASTASIA VASILAKOPOULOS, SECRETARY
MARY SERAFIS, TREASURER
BOARD MEMBERS
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RENA KOUTSANTONIS
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NITSA ZDZIERA
DEBBIE NISTAZOS
EMILY SYROPOULOS

G.O.Y.A. COACHES
BOYS A & BOYS B TEAMS: DENNIS QUINTERO
GIRLS A & GIRLS B TEAMS: ANGELICA QUINTERO, 
GENEVIEVE ZDZIERA, PANAYIOTA KOUTSANTONIS 
 
G.O.Y.A. BOARD MEMBERS
PRESIDENT - ANEZINA PALAS
VICE-PRESIDENT - LEAH KPOUTSANTONIS
TREASURER - KATERINA ALAFASSOS
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY - PANAGIOTA ZDZIERA
RECORDING SECRETARY - SOPHIA KOUMOUDIS
HISTORIANS - ELLIE FILIPPOU AND MARIA KILLIAS
SERGEANT AT ARMS - GEORGE KOSTRIVAS

SUNDAY SCHOOL
PHAEDRA AVGERINOS AND SOPHIA GERAPETRITIS,  
   DIRECTORS
PHAEDRA AVGERINOS 10TH
NIKKI CANNING AND ROSE KOSTAKIS,                               
   PRE-KINDERGARTEN
YANA KARABELAS, KINDERGARTEN
PENNY GERAPETRITIS & VASILIKI FONIADIKI, 1ST & 2ND
JENNA STAKIAS, 3RD & 4TH
STAVROULA SAKELAKIS 5TH
KALLIOPI CORNIAS & FLORA GIACOUMAKIS, 6TH
ELENI PIKOUNIS 7TH
MARIA FILIPPOU. 8TH & 9TH

AFTERNOON GREEK SCHOOL
PRINCIPAL: STAMATIA IEROMONAHOS
IRINI ANASTASIOU
YVONI GALETAKI
VOULA KOSMATOU
DESPINA LARENTZOS
EVANGELIA PAPADIMAS

GREEK SCHOOL P.T.A.
ALEXANDRA KAROUTSOS (PRESIDENT)
ALEXANDRA FORAKIS (VICE PRESIDENT)
DIMITRA DOUSKAS (SECRETARY)
AGATHI DIAKANTONIS (TREASURER) 
BOARD MEMBERS:
MARIA IEROMONAHOS
TSAMBIKA KOROLOGOS
ANNA NIKOLETOU
TINA STAMATIADI
ANGELA YEAKIM

YAL
FOULA PARAGIOS

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
IRENE VASILAKOPOULOS, CHAIRPERSON
IRENE ANGELOS
ADRIENNE KOURTESIS
FOULA PARAGIOS

PROTOPRESBYTER FR. GEORGIOS OIKONOMOU, PASTOR   Tel: 410-633-5020  •  Fax: 410-633-4352  •  Cell: 443-422-4548

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 
KOINONIA DEADLINE

Please submit your article(s) to the Koinonia staff by the deadline stated below:

ISSUE MONTH: FEBRUARY 2023
SUBMISSIONS DUE: JANUARY 20th  
Please email your article(s) to: msalpeas@stnicholasmd.org

Articles are due no later than the 20th of each month. If they are received after the 
deadline they will be published in the following month’s issue. 

All articles must be proofread and color corrected prior to submission.
Thank you 
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HOLY EPIPHANY - FRIDAY, JANUARY 6TH

Introduction
The Feast of the Holy Theophany (Epiphany) 
of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ is 
celebrated each year on January 6. The Feast 
commemorates the Baptism of Christ and 
the divine revelation of the Holy Trinity. At 
the Baptism of Christ, all three Persons of the 
Holy Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—
were made manifest. Thus, the name of the 
Feast is Epiphany, meaning manifestation, or 
Theophany, meaning manifestation of God.

Biblical Story
The story of the Nativity of Christ is The 
Biblical story of the Baptism of Christ is 
recorded in all four of the Gospels: Matthew 
3, Mark 1:1-9, Luke 3:21-22, and John 1:31-
34.

John the Baptist, the cousin of Jesus and the 
one chosen by God to proclaim His coming, 
was preaching in the wilderness and was 
baptizing all who would respond to his 
message calling for repentance. As he was 
doing this, John was directing the people 
toward the one who would baptize them 
with the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:11).

The Scriptures tell us that Jesus 
came from Galilee to John at the 
Jordan to be baptized by him. 
Initially, John would not do this, 
saying that Jesus should baptize 
him. Jesus said to John, “Let it be 
so now; for it is proper for us in 
this way to fulfill all righteousness 
(3:15). John consented and 
baptized Jesus.

When Jesus came up from 
the water, the heavens opened 
suddenly, and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon Him. The Bible 
records that the Spirit descended 
like a dove and alighted on him. 
When this happened, a voice 
came from heaven and said, “This 
is my Son, the Beloved, with 
whom I am well pleased.” This 
was the voice of God the Father.

Christ’s baptism in the Jordan 
was “theophany,” a manifestation 
of God to the world, because it 
was the beginning of our Lord’s 
public ministry. It was also a 
“theophany” in that the world 
was granted a revelation of the 

Holy Trinity. All three Persons were made 
manifest together: the Father testified from 
on high to the divine Sonship of Jesus; the 
Son received His Father’s testimony; and 
the Spirit was seen in the form of a dove, 
descending from the Father and resting 
upon the Son.

The theme of “manifestation” or “revelation” 
is also expressed in Scripture with the 
symbolism of light. In the hymn of the 
Feast we sing, “Christ has appeared and 
enlightened the world.” Thus, January 6 is 
also known as the Feast of Lights. The Church 
celebrates on this day the illumination of the 
world by the light of Christ.

Icon of the Feast
The Icon of the Feast of Theophany tells the 
story from the Gospels in images and color. 
On the left side of the icon we see John the 
Baptist who is dressed in camel’s hair and 
has the appearance of one who lives in the 
wilderness. His arms are outstretched, 
showing an attitude of prayer and reverence, 
but also directing others to Christ. With his 
right hand he is conducting the baptism.

In the center of the icon is Christ being 
baptized in the Jordan. He is standing in the 
water wearing a waistcloth, and with His 
right hand He is blessing the waters of the 
Jordan. Above His head is the Holy Spirit 
descending as a dove upon Him. At the top 
of the icon, a semicircle depicts the opening 
of the Heavens and the voice of the Father.

On the right side of the icon angels are 
shown with their heads bowed in reverence 
to Christ. They are prepared to receive Him 
as He comes out of the water.

The Orthodox Celebration of the 
Feast of Epiphany
The celebration of this Feast of our Lord 
begins on January 5, a day known as the 
Forefeast of Theophany. Depending on the 
day of the week, this could be an evening 
service with Vespers followed by the 
Liturgy of Saint Basil or a morning service 
with Matins and the Liturgy of Saint John 
Chrysostom. Following the service on 
January 5, the service of the Blessing of the 
Waters is conducted. Prior to the evening or 
morning service the Royal Hours with the 
Typika are said.

On January 6, the day of the Feast, the 
Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom is 
conducted preceded by Matins and followed 
by the second Blessing of the Waters.

The Blessing of the Waters is conducted in the 
church; however in many places throughout 
the world services are conducted near 
open bodies of water. As a sign of blessing 
as Christ blessed the Jordan, holy water is 
poured into the body of water. An associated 
tradition has been the tossing of a cross into 
the water to be retrieved by divers.

The holy water from the church is given to 
the faithful to consume and to use in blessing 
their homes. In the weeks following the 
Feast, clergy visit the homes of parishioners 
and conduct a service of blessing using the 
holy water that was blessed on the Feast of 
Theophany.

Scripture readings for the Feast are the 
following: At the Vespers/Divine Liturgy on 
January 5: 1 Corinthians 9:19-27; Luke 3:1-
18. At the Divine Liturgy on January 6: Titus 
2:11-14, 3:4-7; Matthew 3:13-17.

Epiphany of our Lord
Courtesy of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America 

www.goarch.org
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF AMERICA 
 

ARCHEPISCOPAL ENCYCLICAL 
 

Prot. No. 290/2022 
 

Archiepiscopal Encyclical on the Feast of Christmas 
 
December 25, 2022 
 

Behold, the virgin will conceive in the womb and bear a son, and they will call his name Emmanuel,  
which being interpreted means “God is with us” (Gospel Reading of the Matins of Christmas). 

 
Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and Deacons, the 
Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools, 
Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the 
Christ-named Plenitude of the Holy Archdiocese of America: 

 
Beloved Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Truly, God is with us! This is the great truth of Christmas for the entire human family 
— namely, that God has entered our history, so as to share it with us and redeem it in order 
to reveal His purposes in us. The Nativity in the flesh of our Savior in Bethlehem is a 
universally recognized event among all the world’s cultures, even if such recognition 
sometimes misses the point. The holy days of celebrating the Birth of the Savior have become 
overrun with consumerist agendas, and many feel that the sanctity of the Feast has been 
diminished. But the holiness of the Nativity can never wane, because the Sun of 
Righteousness, Who has arisen upon the world, will never set again. Therefore, if a spirit of 
generosity is animated in this season even among unbelievers, we must give thanks. For the 
infusion of faith that we bring to the Feast of Christmas is a necessary tonic to the wave of 
gift-giving that oftentimes forgets the greatest Gift of all, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Indeed, my beloved Christians, it is from our faith in the One Who was Born in a 
Cave and Laid in a Manger for our salvation that the full meaning of Christmas is manifest. 
The Nativity in the little town of Bethlehem is perhaps the most generous act that has ever 
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 2 

happened in the history of the world. God humbled himself, as Saint Paul says in 
Philippians: “He emptied Himself, taking the form of a slave, born in the likeness of 
humankind. Being found in human configuration, He humbled Himself, became obedient 
unto death, even death by the cross” (Phil. 2:7-8). 

God emptied Himself so that we might be filled, made complete and whole. God 
offers Himself to the exhaustive experience of humankind (save sin), even unto death, so 
that we might have a path to life and, indeed, to life eternal. The gift of our Lord to creation 
reveals a bounty that humankind is still trying to comprehend. In fact, it is the ministry of 
the Church to demonstrate this tremendous love of God for all His creation in everything 
we say and do. 

Therefore, my beloved Christians, let us cry out: “Χριστὸς Γεννᾶται! Δοξάσατε! 
Christ is Born! Glorify Him!” with expectant hearts and open minds. Let us renew our 
generosity toward others in this season of giving, and accept the best that others can offer, 
inspired by their experience of the New-Born Babe of Bethlehem. 

 

Χριστὸς Γεννᾶται! Δοξάσατε! 

  

† ELPIDOPHOROS 
Archbishop of America  
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ΙΕΡΑ ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΗ ΑΜΕΡΙΚΗΣ 
 

ΑΡΧΙΕΠΙΣΚΟΠΙΚΗ ΕΓΚΥΚΛΙΟΣ 

 

Ἀριθµ. Πρωτ. 290/2022 
 

Ἀρχιεπισκοπικὴ Ἐγκύκλιος γιὰ τὴν ἑορτὴ τῆς τοῦ Χριστοῦ Γεννήσεως.  
 

25 Δεκεµβρίου 2022 

Πρὸς τοὺς Σεβασµιωτάτους καὶ Θεοφιλεστάτους Ἀρχιερεῖς, τοὺς Εὐλαβεστάτους Ἱερεῖς 
καὶ Διακόνους, τοὺς Μοναχοὺς καὶ τὶς Μοναχές, τοὺς Προέδρους καὶ τὰ Μέλη τῶν 
Κοινοτικῶν Συµβουλίων, τοὺς Ἐντιµολογιωτάτους Ἄρχοντες τοῦ Οἰκουµενικοῦ 
Πατριαρχείου, τὰ µέλη τῆς Ἡγεσίας τῶν 100, τὰ Ἡµερήσια καὶ Ἀπογευµατινὰ Σχολεῖα, 
τὶς Φιλοπτώχους Ἀδελφότητες, τὴ Νεολαία, τὶς Ἑλληνορθόδοξες Ὀργανώσεις καὶ 
ὁλόκληρο τὸ Χριστεπώνυµο πλήρωµα τῆς Ἱερᾶς Ἀρχιεπισκοπῆς Ἀµερικῆς. 
 

«Ἰδοὺ ἡ παρθένος ἐν γαστρὶ ἕξει καὶ τέξεται υἱόν, καὶ καλέσουσι τὸ ὄνοµα αὐτοῦ Ἐµµανουήλ, 
 ὅ ἔστι µεθερµηνευόµενον µεθ ̓ ἡµῶν ὁ Θεός» (Ματθ. 1:23). 

Προσφιλεῖς ἀδελφοὶ καὶ ἀδελφὲς ἐν Χριστῷ, 

Πράγµατι ὁ Θεὸς εἶναι µαζί µας! Ὁ Θεὸς γίνεται ἄνθρωπος σὰν ἐµᾶς καὶ εἰσέρχεται 
στὴν ἱστορία τῆς ἀνθρωπότητας γιὰ νὰ φανερώσει τὸ θέληµα του! Αὐτὸ εἶναι τὸ µήνυµα 
τῶν Χριστουγέννων γιὰ ὅλη τὴν ἀνθρώπινη οἰκογένεια. Ἡ κατὰ σάρκα γέννηση τοῦ 
Σωτῆρος στὴ Βηθλεὲµ ἀποτελεῖ γεγονὸς παγκοσµίου ἐµβελείας, ποὺ ἀναγνωρίζεται ἀπὸ 
τοὺς πολιτισµοὺς σὲ ὅλα τὰ µήκη καὶ τὰ πλάτη τῆς γῆς, ἂν καὶ κάποιες φορὲς χάνεται τὸ 
ἀληθινὸ νόηµα τῆς ἑορτῆς. Οἱ ἅγιες ἡµέρες τῶν Χριστουγέννων κατακλύζονται ἀπὸ τὸ 
πνεῦµα τοῦ καταναλωτισµοῦ, ὥστε κάποιοι νὰ θεωροῦν ὅτι ἡ ἱερότητα τῆς ἑορτῆς 
παραθεωρεῖται. Ὅµως ἡ ἱερότητα καὶ ἡ σηµασία τῆς τοῦ Χριστοῦ γεννήσεως δὲ χάνεται, 
οὔτε παραθεωρεῖται, διότι ὁ ἥλιος τῆς δικαιοσύνης, ὁ ὁποῖος ἀνέτειλε µὲ τὴν ἀνάσταση 
τοῦ Κυρίου, δὲ δύει εἰς τὸν αἰῶνα. Ἀλλὰ ἂς δοξάζουµε τὸ Θεὸ καὶ γιὰ αὐτὸ τὸ πνεῦµα τῆς 
προσφορᾶς καὶ τῆς ἀνταλλαγῆς δώρων ἀκόµη καὶ ἀνάµεσα στοὺς ἀνθρώπους ποὺ δὲν 
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πιστεύουν, γιατὶ αὐτὸ ἀποτελεῖ ὑπόµνηση σὲ ὅλους µας γιὰ τὸ µεγάλο δῶρο τοῦ Θεοῦ 
πρὸς ἐµᾶς, ποὺ εἶναι τὸ θεῖο βρέφος, ὁ ἴδιος ὁ Κύριος ἡµῶν Ἰησοῦς Χριστός.  

Αὐτὴ ἀκριβῶς εἶναι, ἀγαπητοί µου χριστιανοί, ἡ ἀλήθεια τῶν Χριστουγέννων, ὅτι ἡ 
σωτηρία µας ὀφείλεται στὸν «τεχθέντα ἐν τῷ σπηλαίῳ καὶ ἀνακλιθέντα ἐν τῇ φάτνῃ τῶν 
ἀλόγων»!  Ἡ «Χριστοῦ θεία γέννησις» στὴ µικρὴ πόλη τῆς Βηθλεὲµ ἀποτελεῖ τὴν ἀπόλυτη 
συγκατάβαση τοῦ Θεοῦ, παρεµβαίνοντας στὴν ἱστορία τοῦ κόσµου. Ὁ Θεὸς κενώνει τὸν 
ἑαυτό του, ὅπως ὁ ἀπόστολος Παῦλος σηµειώνει στὴν ἐπιστολὴ πρὸς τοὺς Φιλιππησίους: 
«ἀλλ᾽ ἑαυτὸν ἐκένωσε µορφὴν δούλου λαβών, ἐν ὁµοιώµατι ἀνθρώπων γενόµενος, καὶ 
σχήµατι εὑρεθεὶς ὡς ἄνθρωπος ἐταπείνωσεν ἑαυτὸν γενόµενος ὑπήκοος µέχρι θανάτου, 
θανάτου δὲ σταυροῦ» (Πρὸς Φιλιπ. 2:7-8). 

Ὁ Θεὸς κενώνει ἑαυτόν, ὥστε νὰ µᾶς καταστήσει ὅντα ἐν πληρότητι χάριτος καὶ 
σοφίας! Ὁ Θεὸς γίνεται πλήρης ἄνθρωπος ἐκτὸς τῆς ἁµαρτίας, γευόµενος θανάτου, ὥστε 
νὰ βροῦµε «ὁδὸν σωτηρίας καὶ ζωὴν αἰώνιον». Ὁ Θεὸς προσφέρει ὡς δῶρο τὸν υἱό του τὸ 
µονογενὴ στὴν κτίση, µιὰ µεγάλη δωρεὰ ποὺ δύσκολα τὴν κατανοοῦµε µὲ τὴ λογική µας. 
Στὴν πραγµατικότητα εἶναι ἡ ἴδια ἡ ἀποστολὴ τῆς ἐκκλησίας, ὡς σώµατος τοῦ Χριστοῦ, 
ποὺ δείχνει τὴν ἄπειρη ἀγάπη τοῦ Θεοῦ γιὰ ὅλη τὴ δηµιουργία καὶ εἶναι ἐν τέλει ἡ ἀληθινὴ 
κλήση τοῦ Θεοῦ πρὸς ὅλους ἐµᾶς! 

Ἔτσι, ἀγαπητοί µου ἀδελφοί, ἂς ψάλουµε «Χριστὸς γεννᾶται! Δοξάσατε!» µὲ 
καρδιὲς προετοιµασµένες γιὰ νὰ δεχθοῦν τὸ θεῖο βρέφος! Ἂς ἀνανεώνουµε διαρκῶς τὴ 
γεναιοδωρία µας πρὸς τοὺς ἄλλους αὐτὴ τὴν ἁγία περίοδο, ἀποδεχόµενοι αὐτὸ ποὺ οἱ 
ἀδελφοί µας µποροῦν νὰ προσφέρουν, ἐµπνεόµενοι ἀπὸ τὸ «τεχθὲν νήπιον τῆς Βηθλεέµ». 

Χριστὸς γεννᾶται! Δοξάσατε! 

 
† ὁ Ἀµερικῆς Ἐλπιδοφόρος 
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Prot. No. 725 
 
PATRIARCHAL ENCYCLICAL 
FOR CHRISTMAS 
 

+ B A R T H O L O M E W 
BY GOD’S MERCY, ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE-NEW ROME 

AND ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH 
TO ALL THE PLENITUDE OF THE CHURCH 

GRACE, MERCY AND PEACE 
FROM THE SAVIOR CHRIST BORN IN BETHLEHEM 

* * * 
 
Most honorable brother hierarchs, 
Beloved children in the Lord, 

Today our Holy Church celebrates the Nativity in the flesh of the pre-eternal Son and 
Word of God, this “foreign and strange mystery” that “was concealed from ages and from 
generations” (Col. 1:26). In Christ, the truth about God and humankind is definitively 
revealed, as St. Cyril of Alexandria so theologically explains: “We are human by nature, but 
He condescended to what is contrary to divine nature for the sake of love and became man. 
We are servants of God by nature as His creation, but He became a servant once again, 
contrary to divine nature when He became man. But the reverse also holds true: He is God 
in essence, and we are, by grace, able to ascend to what is contrary to human nature. For we 
are human, and He is the Son by nature, yet we too become sons by status inasmuch as we 
are called to fellowship in Him.”1 

“Know the truth, and the truth shall set you free” (Jn. 8:32). Our Lord Jesus Christ is 
“the way and the truth and the life” (Jn. 14:6), the liberator of man “from enslavement to the 
enemy.” There is no life and liberty without the Truth or outside the Truth. Giving any 
meaning we desire to our life is not freedom, but the contemporary version of original sin, 
our self-enclosure within self-sufficient and self-serving independence, without a 
perception for truth as a relationship with God and our fellow human beings. Christmas is 
the time for self-knowledge, for understanding the difference between “God becoming 

	
1 Cyril of Alexandria, Thesaurus on the Holy and Consubstantial Trinity, PG 75.561. 
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man” and “man acting as god.” It is the time for awareness of the Christian teaching that 
“we do not speak of man becoming divine, but of God becoming human.”2 

The message of the good news about Christmas today echoes alongside the din of 
war and the clash of weapons in Ukraine, which is experiencing the horrible consequences 
of a provocative and unjust invasion. For us Christians, all wars are the murder of our 
brothers; they are all civil wars, which as the Holy and Great Council of the Orthodox 
Church proclaimed, are “the result of the presence of evil and sin in the world.”3 In the case 
of Ukraine, the words of St. Gregory Palamas about his contemporaneous bloody conflicts 
among Orthodox believers in Thessaloniki are still more relevant: “For their common 
nurturing mother is the holy Church and devotion, whose chief and perfecter is Christ, the 
genuine Son, who is not only our God, but who also deigned it appropriate to be our brother 
and Father.”4 

In the person of Christ, the “recapitulation” of all has been achieved, the emergence 
of unity within the human race and the sanctity of the human person, the opening of the 
way toward the “likeness of God,” and the revelation of the peace “that surpasses all 
understanding” (Phil. 4:10). Christ is “our peace” (Eph. 2:14), and it is to Christ that the 
historic and emblematic Sacred Church of “Holy Irene” is dedicated in the City of 
Constantine. 

Our Savior blesses the “peacemakers,” for “they shall be called children of God” 
(Matt. 5:9); He promotes the notion of righteousness and love, even toward our enemies. In 
the Divine Liturgy, the Orthodox Church prays “for the peace from above” and “for the 
peace of the whole world.” And during the Liturgy of Basil the Great, we pray to and glorify 
the Giver of all good things: “Grant us your peace and your love, Lord our God; for you 
have granted us all things.” As recipients and supreme beneficiaries of all things from God, 
we are obliged more than anyone else to strive for peace in accordance with the scriptural: 
“To the one that has received much, more will be demanded” (Lk. 12:48). In this sense, all 
that is enacted by Christians contrary to this principle does not primarily affect Christianity 
but rather those who live contrary to the divine commandments. 

Never in the history of humankind has peace among peoples been a condition taken 
for granted. Instead, it was everywhere and always the result of inspired initiatives, of 
courage and self-sacrifice, of resistance to violence and rejection of war as a means of 
resolving differences, and a perpetual struggle for justice and protection of human dignity. 

	
2 John of Damascus, Exact Exposition of the Orthodox Faith, PG 94.988. 
3 The Mission of the Orthodox Church in Today’s World, IV, 1. 
4 Gregory Palamas, On Peace with One Another, PG 151.10. 
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Their contribution to peace and reconciliation constitutes the primary criterion for the 
credibility of religions. Within religious traditions, there are undoubtedly motivations not 
only for inner peace, but also for the advancement and establishment of societal peace and 
overcoming aggression in relations between people and nations. This is especially 
significant in our time when the position is maintained that peace will ensure due to 
economic development, a rise in living standards, and progress in science and technology 
through digital communication and the internet. We are convinced that there can be no 
peace among people and civilizations without peace among religions without dialogue and 
collaboration. Faith in God strengthens our effort for a world of peace and justice, even when 
that effort confronts humanly unsurpassable hurdles. At any rate, it is unacceptable for 
representatives of religions to preach fanaticism and fan the flames of hatred. 
 
Most reverend brothers and beloved children, 

Christ is born; glorify Him. Christ is descending from the heavens; come and meet 
Him. Christ is on earth; rise up to greet Him! Adhering to the exhortation of our holy 
predecessor on the Throne of the Church of Constantinople, let us celebrate the nativity of 
the world’s Savior with spiritual joy, “not in an earthly, but in a heavenly manner,” avoiding 
“everything superfluous and unnecessary; especially when others – made of the same clay 
and combination – are suffering hunger and poverty.”5 We pray that all of you may enjoy a 
prayerful and glorious Holy Twelve Days of Christmas, like a genuine fullness of time and 
radiance of the light of eternity. May the coming 2023 prove – by the goodness and grace of 
the Divine Word that became flesh for us and for our salvation – to be a period of peace, 
love, and solidarity, truly a year in the righteousness of our Lord! 

We wish you many blessed years! 
 

Christmas 2022 
+ BARTHOLOMEW of Constantinople 
Fervent supplicant of all before God 

 
 
 

----------------------------------------------- 
To be read in churches during the Divine Liturgy on the Feast of Christmas after the reading of the Holy Gospel 

	
5 Gregory the Theologian, On the Feast of Theophany, or the Nativity of Christ, PG 36.316. 
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MEMORIALS

In memory of Pete Chrisopoulos
Michael & Katina Klosteridis
Stefanos & Dina Siskos
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Vasilios
Ms. Christine Gluszcz
Mrs. Connie Tsakiris & Family
Mrs. Stamatia Arnas
Mr. Kyriakos Arnas
Mrs. Katholiki Trintis
Mr. & Mrs. George 
Mavromoustakos

In memory of John Kouroupis
Ms. Karen Shallbetter  

In memory of Kostas Forakis
Michael & Katina Klosteridis
Mr. & Mrs. George Kavouriou
Mrs. Ethel Chambarlis

In memory of George I. Roros
Mrs. Kyriaki Roros

In memory of Stergos Trintis
Mr. & Mrs. Konstantinos Paralis
Ms. Maria Salpeas
Mrs. Paraskevi Souranis
Mr. & Mrs. George 
Mavromoustakos

In memory of 
   George Konstantinou
Mr. & Mrs. George Kavouriou

In memory of Maria Vergos
The Vergos family

In memory of 
   Sevasti (Sylvia) Cornias
Pete & Helen Karabelas 

In memory of 
   Aristotelis (Telly)  Stroumbis
Pete & Helen Karabelas 
Mrs. Anastasia Koulatsos

In memory of Nicholas Melanitis
Mr. & Mrs. Ioannis Melanitis

In memory of :
   Apostolis Venetis, Georgios,    
    Konstantoula Bakoulas
Mr. & Mrs. Dimitrios Venetis

THANK YOU

Thank you to Father Georgios, Stamatia and the Parish Council, the 
PTA, Philoptochos, John Pikounis and Family, and everyone for their 

concern and well wishes during my illness.

Best wishes for the New Year 2023.

Mary Serafis
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PHILOPTOCHOS

Wishing everyone a Blessed New Year filled with Health, 
Happiness and Love.  As we recently celebrated with 

family and friends the birth of Christ let us continue to pray 
and help those that find themselves in need not just during the 
holidays but throughout the year! “But those who hope in the 
LORD will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like 
eagles, they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not 
be faint.”  Isaiah 40:31

The new year also brings to our Church Protopresbyter 
Georgios Oikonomou and his family. We would 
like to welcome him and look forward to working 
together.

We would like to thank those that helped or 
donated sweets for our community’s celebration of 
our patron Saint Nicholas.  May God grant you and 
your families many years of health.  

Christmas, we assisted seven families with various 
needs to include food baskets. We would also like 
to acknowledge the Metropolis of New Jersey Philoptochos 
for assisting families in our area during the holidays as well. 
A friendly reminder that January 4th thru the 18th we will be 
collecting NEW hats, gloves, scarfs and blankets for the Helping 
Up Mission.  Those that are able to donate may bring the items 
to church.  

The Annual Vasilopita Cutting will take place on Sunday, 
January 8th and a special tray will be passed to benefit Saint 
Basils Academy. We would like to thank Mrs. Despina Kostalas 
for her donation of the vasilopitas and an Anonymous Donor.  
The donations were greatly appreciated and wish them many 
years of health.

Last month we held our general meeting in the Atrium of 
the church, which gave the parents of our Greek School the 
opportunity to join us.  We thank them and invite all our 
young ladies of the community to come and see what your 
Philoptochos is doing.  The next general meeting is on Monday, 
January 9th at 6:00 p.m. as we start the New Year!

January 23rd is the “Winter Night Out” details will be 
announced in church and on Facebook.

Philoptochos received a $2,000 donation from the Axion 
Charites.  We thank them wish all those that volunteer and 
work raising funds for our local charities continued success in 
their endeavors. 

It is with mixed emotions that we say goodbye to our beloved 
Saint Nichols secretary Mrs. Maria Salpeas as she retires.  
On behalf of our members, the past and present boards of 
Philoptochos we thank her and wish her many years of Health 
to enjoy her family as she embarks on the next stage of her life.  
We want her to know that she was greatly appreciated!

Ευχόμαστε σε όλους Καλή Χρονιά γεμάτη Υγεία, Ευτυχία και 
Αγάπη. Καθώς πρόσφατα γιορτάσαμε με την οικογένεια και 

τους φίλους μας τη γέννηση του Χριστού, ας συνεχίσουμε να 
προσευχόμαστε και να βοηθάμε όσους βρίσκονται σε ανάγκη όχι 
μόνο τις γιορτές αλλά όλο το χρόνο! «Αλλά όσοι ελπίζουν στον 
Κύριο θα ανανεώσουν τη δύναμή τους. Θα ανεβαίνουν στα φτερά 
σαν αετοί, θα τρέχουν και δεν θα κουράζονται, θα περπατούν και 
δεν θα λιποθυμούν». Ησαΐας 40:31

Το νέο έτος φέρνει στην Εκκλησία μας και τον Πρωτοπρεσβύτερο 
Γεώργιο Οικονόμου μαζί με την οικογένειά του. Θα θέλαμε να τον 
καλωσορίσουμε και ανυπομονούμε να συνεργαστούμε.

Θα θέλαμε να ευχαριστήσουμε όσους βοήθησαν ή 
πρόσφεραν γλυκά για τον εορτασμό της Κοινότητάς 
μας για τον προστάτη μας Άγιο Νικόλαο. Ο Θεός να 
χαρίζει σε εσάς και τις οικογένειές σας πολλά χρόνια με 
υγεία.

Χριστούγεννα, βοηθήσαμε επτά οικογένειες με διάφορες 
ανάγκες συμπεριλαμβανομένων και των καλαθιών 
τροφίμων. Θα θέλαμε επίσης να ευχαριστήσουμε τη 
Φιλόπτωχο της Μητρόπολης της Νέας Ιερσέης για 
τη βοήθεια των οικογενειών της περιοχής μας κατά 

τη διάρκεια των εορτών. Μια φιλική υπενθύμιση ότι από τις 4 
Ιανουαρίου έως τις 18 Ιανουαρίου θα συλλέξουμε ΝΕΑ καπέλα, 
γάντια, κασκόλ και κουβέρτες για την Helping Up Mission. Όσοι 
μπορούν να δωρίσουν μπορούν να φέρουν τα αντικείμενα αυτά 
στην εκκλησία.

Η Ετήσια Κοπή της Βασιλόπιτας θα πραγματοποιηθεί την Κυριακή 
8 Ιανουαρίου και θα περάσει ειδικός δίσκος προς όφελος του Saint 
Basils Academy. Θα θέλαμε να ευχαριστήσουμε την κ. Δέσποινα 
Κωστάλα για τη δωρεά της βασιλόπιτας και έναν Ανώνυμο Δωρητή. 
Οι δωρεές τους εκτιμήθηκαν ιδιαίτερα και τους ευχόμαστε χρόνια 
πολλά με υγεία.

Τον περασμένο μήνα πραγματοποιήσαμε τη γενική μας συνέλευση 
στην Αίθουσα Υποδοχής της Εκκλησίας μας, η οποία έδωσε την 
ευκαιρία στους γονείς του Ελληνικού Σχολείου μας να συμμετέχουν. 
Τους ευχαριστούμε και προσκαλούμε όλες τις νεαρές κυρίες της 
κοινότητας να έρθουν να δουν τι κάνει η Φιλόπτωχος μας. Η 
επόμενη γενική συνέλευση είναι τη Δευτέρα 9 Ιανουαρίου στις 6:00 
μ.μ. καθώς προετοιμαζόμαστε για το νέο έτος!

Στις 23 Ιανουαρίου είναι το «Winter Night Out» οι λεπτομέρειες θα 
ανακοινωθούν στο ενημερωτικό φυλλάδιο της Εκκλησίας και στο 
Facebook.

Ο Φιλόπτωχος έλαβε δωρεά 2.000 δολαρίων από τους Ax-
ion Charites. Τους ευχαριστούμε και ευχόμαστε σε όλους όσους 
εθελοντικά εργάζονται για τη συγκέντρωση κεφαλαίων για τις 
τοπικές φιλανθρωπικές οργανώσεις μας, συνεχή επιτυχία στις 
προσπάθειές τους.

Με ανάμεικτα συναισθήματα αποχαιρετούμε την αγαπημένη 
μας γραμματέα του Αγίου Νικολάου κα Μαρία Σαλπέα καθώς 
συνταξιοδοτείται. Εκ μέρους των μελών μας, των προηγούμενων 
και του παρόντος Διοικητικού Συμβουλίου της Φιλοπτώχου, την 
ευχαριστούμε και της ευχόμαστε χρόνια πολλά με υγεία, να χαίρεται 
την οικογένειά της καθώς ξεκινά τον επόμενο στάδιο της ζωής 
της. Θέλουμε να ξέρει ότι την εκτιμούμε πολύ για όλα όσα έχει 
προσφέρει.



21 Koinonia January 2023

Hello Beec Friends and Family, 

To celebrate Christmas, BEEC held a Christmas show in the church hall on December 16, 2022. 
December was a fun and exciting month for the children and staff. BEEC families and teachers 
enjoyed a wonderful show that included all of our toddlers, 2’s and preschool singing both Greek 
and English Christmas songs! Santa also paid a visit and handed out some pretty cool gifts and 
spent time with the children and families.

In January, BEEC will celebrate new year’s by cutting the Vasilopita with 
Father George. Whoever finds the coin in their piece of cake will have good 
luck for the rest of the year! BEEC students and teachers are welcomed to 
participate in pajama day every Wednesday during the month of January. 
BEEC students will be learning about baby animals, the shape (oval), the 
color (orange) and will also learn these topics in Greek.

Michelle Abuel
Director of BEEC

Δίγλωσσος Βρεφονηπιακός Σταθμός Αγίου Νικολάου, 

Για να γιορτάσει τα Χριστούγεννα, το BEEC πραγματοποίησε μια χριστουγεννιάτικη παράσταση στην αίθουσα της εκκλησίας στις 16 Δεκεμβρίου 
2022. Ο Δεκέμβριος ήταν ένας διασκεδαστικός και συναρπαστικός μήνας για τα παιδιά και το προσωπικό. Οι οικογένειες και οι δάσκαλοι του 
BEEC απόλαυσαν μια υπέροχη παράσταση που περιλάμβανέ όλα τα νήπια, 2 και προσχολικής 
ηλικίας τραγουδώντας ελληνικά και αγγλικά Χριστουγεννιάτικα τραγούδια! Ο Άγιος Βασίλης 
επισκέφθηκε επίσης και μοίρασε μερικά όμορφα δώρα και πέρασε χρόνο με τα παιδιά και τις 
οικογένειες.

Τον Ιανουάριο, το BEEC θα γιορτάσει την Πρωτοχρονιά κόβοντας τη Βασιλόπιτα με τον πατέρα 
Γεώργιο. Όποιος βρει το φλουρί στο κομμάτι της τούρτας του, θα έχει καλή τύχη για τον υπόλοιπο 
χρόνο! Οι μαθητές και οι καθηγητές του BEEC είναι ευπρόσδεκτοι να συμμετέχουν στην ημέρα 
πιτζάμα κάθε Τετάρτη κατά τη διάρκεια του μήνα Ιανουαρίου. Οι μαθητές του BEEC θα μάθουν για 
τα μωρά ζώα, το σχήμα (ωοειδής), το χρώμα (πορτοκαλί) και θα μάθουν επίσης αυτά τα θέματα στα 
ελληνικά.

Michelle Abuel
Υποδιεύθύντρια του BEEC                          

The Saint Nicholas Bilingual Early Education Center provides 
a safe, nurturing, home away from home learning center. 
We accept children from 6 weeks till 5 years of age. BEEC is hiring part-time and full-time TEACHERS 
AND AIDS at the Center. If you or anyone you know is interested, please call the Center at 410-633-5020 
extension 4 or message us on Facebook. 

O Δίγλωσσoς Βρεφονηπιακός Σταθμός Αγίου Νικολάου παρέχει ένα ασφαλές περιβάλλον, ένα σπίτι μακριά 
από το σπίτι, ένα σπίτι μάθησης. Δεχόμαστε παιδιά ηλικίας 6 εβδομάδων έως 5 ετών. O σταθμός μας ψάχνει 
να προσλάβει βοηθούς δασκάλων μερικής και πλήρους απασχόλησης. Αν έχετε ερωτήσεις ή χρειαζόσαστε 
περισσότερες πληροφορίες, παρακαλείστε να επικοινωνήστε με το Σταθμό μας στο τηλέφωνο 410-633-5020, 
γραμμή 4 ή στείλτε μας μήνυμα στο Facebook.

EARLY EDUCATION CENTER NEWS

St. Nicholas Bilingual 
Early Education Center 

N O W  H I R I N G 
TEACHERS AND AIDES!
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AXION CHARITIES AWARDS 
$12,000 TO ST. NICHOLAS 
CHURCH AND ITS MINISTRIES.
 
On behalf of Chuck Paterakis 
and Axion Charities, Steve Roros 
presented a monetary donation in 
the amount of $12,000 to the church 
of St. Nicholas and its ministries.
The ministries included in this 
generous donation are the Ladies 
Philoptochos Society, Sunday school 
and GOYA.  

Fr. Georgios Oikonomou along 
with Stamatia Ieromonahos, 
Parish Council President and all 
the church ministries, expressed 
a grateful Thank You to Axion 
Charities for their continued 
support towards the growth and 
stability of our community.  

GREEK SCHOOL

The students of our 
St. Nicholas Greek 

School along with Fr. 
Georgios, the teachers 
and the parents went 
around to the busi-
nesses in Greektown 
to sing the Greek Ka-
lanta on Wednesday, 
Dec 21st.

AXION CHARITIES AWARD
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CHURCH WISH LIST

The Parish Council has been approached by many parishioners asking to provide a “Wish List” of items 
that our Church, and Community Hall Kitchen needs. As you may have noticed, parishioners have 

already donated the new passenger elevator for our Church, the new bathrooms on the first Floor and in the 
gym upstairs. All of these were donated with the love and trust to our Parish Council and Church members. 

Please take a moment to think about how the past 50 years has taken a toll on our Church and its buildings 
and now it is in the dire need of replacement or renovation. Your monetary contribution (no matter what 
amount) to any of the items mentioned below in the Wish List can and will make a permanent difference in 
the Church and it will be there for generations to come. 

1/4” clear polycarbonate sheets to 
protect the exterior of the stained 

glass icon windows

Thank you for your support!



24 Koinonia January 2023

STEWARDSHIP
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STEWARDSHIP
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S P O N S O R  A 
C O F F E E  H O U R

We have resumed the Coffee Hour following 
the Divine Liturgy on Sundays. Please 
consider sponsoring a coffee hour in 
memory of a loved one, for the health of 
your family, or in honor of our St. Nicholas 
Church.

Please call the office at 410-633-5020 to 
schedule.

Thank you 
for your 
support! 

NOTICE:
All organizations 

must review their upcoming 
events with Paraskevi Kotsatou 

(410-633-5020) who will add 
the event to the official church 
calendar on the bulletin board 

across from 
Father Georgios’ office. 

Thank you for your 
cooperation.

NOTICES

SStt..  NNiicchhoollaass  GGrreeeekk  SScchhooooll  PPTTAA  
22002222--22002233  FFuunnddrraaiisseerr  
KARELLAS CAFÉ 

  
KKaarreellllaass  CCaafféé  hhaass  ggeenneerroouussllyy  ooffffeerreedd  ttoo  ddoonnaattee  1100%%  ooff  aallll  tthheeiirr  
PPrroocceeeeddss  dduurriinngg  GGrreeeekk  SScchhooooll  hhoouurrss  ffoorr  eeiitthheerr  DDiinniinngg  iinn  oorr  CCaarrrryy  OOuutt  
oorrddeerrss..  AAllll  yyoouu  hhaavvee  ttoo  ddoo  iiss  mmeennttiioonn  yyoouu  aarree  tthheerree  ffoorr  GGrreeeekk  SScchhooooll..  
PPlleeaassee  ccoonnssiiddeerr  ssuuppppoorrttiinngg  oouurr  SStt..  NNiicchhoollaass  GGrreeeekk  SScchhooooll  FFuunnddrraaiisseerr  
aanndd  eennjjooyy  yyoouurr  ccooffffeeeess,,  ddeesssseerrttss,,  aappppeettiizzeerrss,,  oorr  ddiinnnneerrss..  
 
TThhaannkk  yyoouu  iinn  aaddvvaannccee  ffoorr  aallll  yyoouurr  SSuuppppoorrtt  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  SScchhooooll  YYeeaarr..  
SStt..  NNiicchhoollaass  GGrreeeekk  SScchhooooll  PPTTAA  
  

• WWhheerree::  KKaarreellllaass  CCaafféé 

442266  SS..  NNeewwkkiirrkk  SStt..  BBaallttiimmoorree,,  MMDD  2211222244  

• WWhheenn::  EEvveerryy  MMoonnddaayyss  &&  WWeeddnneessddaayyss  

• TTiimmee::  44::0000PPMM  --  88::0000PPMM  

• PPhhoonnee  ##::  444433--552200--33003300  
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2022 PLEDGES-$205,660.00 / Payments-$204,815.00 / Balance-$845.00
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2022 PLEDGES-$212,760.00 / Payments-$214,435.00 / Balance-($1,675.00)

2023 PLEDGES-$67,970.00 / Payments-$36,695.00 / Balance-$31,275.00

Please remember to complete your 
2023 Stewardship Information!
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FINANCIALS

Actual Budget over (under) 
Budget

Income

   4000 Stewardship 185,012.00 193,116.00 (8,104.00)

   4010 Greek School Registration 40,785.14 56,465.00 (15,679.86)

   Other Income 217,329.15 161,234.00 56,095.15 

Total Income 443,126.29 410,815.00 32,311.29 

Total Cost of Goods Sold 43,824.31 32,815.00 11,009.31 

Gross Profit 399,301.98 378,000.00 21,301.98 

Expenses

   Total CAPITAL COSTS (CHURCH) 16,822.14 8,175.00 8,647.14 

   Total GENERAL & ADMINISTRATION 222,150.92 232,332.50 (10,181.58)

   Total OCCUPANCY COSTS 68,080.26 70,920.00 (2,839.74)

   Total PAYROLL EXPENSES 290,771.82 257,352.00 33,419.82 

   Total YOUTH AND EDUCATIONAL 584.00 2,500.00 0.00 

Total Expenses 598,409.14 571,279.50 27,129.64 

Net Operating Income (199,107.16) (193,279.50) (5,827.66)

4815 Eastern AVE Mortgage Principal Payments $      6,222.05  
OVERALL CHURCH SURPLUS (LOSS) (Operating and 
Mortgage) ($205,329.21)

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
Budget vs. Actuals: Church and Greek School

January - November 2022
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FINANCIALS

Actual Budget over (under) 
Budget

Income

   4011 Learning Center Income 806,880.48 1,031,989.00 (225,108.52)

   Total 4011 Learning Center Income 806,880.48 1,031,989.00 (225,108.52) 78.19%
Total Income 806,880.48 1,031,989.00 (225,108.52)

Gross Profit 806,880.48 1,031,989.00 (225,108.52)

Expenses

   LEARNING CENTER

      Total Payroll Expense (L.C.) 550,654.64 668,333.00 (117,678.36) 82.39%
      Total Food and Classroom Supplies (L.C.) 29,650.26 43,400.00 (13,749.74) 68.32%
      Total Admin and Office Expenses (L.C.) 24,170.96 40,175.00 (16,004.04) 60.16%
      Total Occupancy Expenses/Cap Improvements (L.C.) 46,459.53 46,811.50 (351.97) 99.25%
   Total LEARNING CENTER 650,935.39 798,719.50 (147,784.11)

Total Expenses 650,935.39 798,719.50 (147,784.11)

Net Operating Income 155,945.09 233,269.50 (77,324.41) 66.85%
Other Revenue

   State and Local Grants 49,454.00  0.00  49,454.00  

Total Other Revenue $    49,454.00  $               0.00  $      49,454.00  

Net Other Revenue $    49,454.00  $               0.00  $      49,454.00  

Net Revenue $  205,399.09  $     233,269.50  (27,870.41) 88.05%

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
Budget vs. Actuals: Learning Center

January - November 2022

Actual Budget
over (under) 

Budget
Income

   4140 Plateia Income (Onsite) 219,099.16 316,390.00 (97,290.84)

Total Income 219,099.16 316,390.00 (97,290.84)

Cost of Goods Sold

   COST OF GOODS SOLD

      Total Plateia CGS Expenses 87,445.92 127,450.00 (40,004.08)

   Total COST OF GOODS SOLD 87,445.92 127,450.00 (40,004.08)

Total Cost of Goods Sold 87,445.92 127,450.00 (40,004.08)

Gross Profit 131,653.24 188,940.00 (57,286.76)

Expenses

   PLATEIA EXPENSES

     Total Occupancy Expenses (Plateia) 96,177.64 85,830.00 10,347.64 

     Total Payroll Expenses (Plateia) 16,317.09 50,379.00 (34,061.91)

     Total Admin Expenses (Plateia) 15,103.57 13,925.00 1,178.57 

     Total Bus Dev/Marketing Expenses (Plateia) 13,074.00 16,050.00 (2,976.00)

   Total PLATEIA EXPENSES 140,672.30 166,184.00 (25,511.70)

Total Expenses 140,672.30 166,184.00 (25,511.70)

Net Operating Income (9,019.06) 22,756.00 (31,775.06)

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
Budget vs. Actuals: Plateia

January - November 2022
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LITURGICAL CALENDAR - JANUARY
   
Sunday, January 1  New Years Day. The Circumcision of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 

Feast Day of St. Basil the Great: 
Orthros 8:45 am  Divine Liturgy 10:00 am 

                                                
Thursday, January 5  Eve of Epiphany:  Orthros: 8:45am  Divine Liturgy 9:30 (Strict Fast) 

Blessing of the Waters 
 

Friday, January 6  Holy Epiphany Day:  Blessing of the Great Waters 
Orthros 8:45 am  Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 9:30 am  

His Grace Bishop Apostolos of Medeia will be celebrating this feast day 
with us in our church.  Please Join us. 

 
Saturday, January 7  Holy Metropolis of New Jersey Annual Epiphany Celebration at 
        St. George Church, Ocean City, MD 

Orthros 9:00am  Hierarchical Divine Liturgy 9:30am  
Procession to beach for the Cross Dive 12:30pm 

 
Sunday, January 8  Sunday after Epiphany: Orthros 8:45 am  Divine Liturgy 10:00 am 
 
Sunday, January 15  12th Sunday of St. Luke:  Orthros 8:45 am  Divine Liturgy 10:00 am 
 
Tuesday, January 17  St. Anthony the Great: Orthros  8:45 am Divine Liturgy  9:30 am  
 
Sunday, January 22  15th Sunday of St. Luke:  Orthros 8:45 am  Divine Liturgy 10:00 am 
 
Wednesday, January 25 Gregory the Theologian, Archbishop of Constantinople:  

Orthros  8:45 am Divine Liturgy  9:30 am 
 
Sunday, January 29  Sunday of the Canaanite: Orthros 8:45 am  Divine Liturgy 10:00am 
 
Monday, January 30 Synaxis of The Three Hierarchs: Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian, 

& John Chrysostom:  Orthros  8:45 am Divine Liturgy  9:30 am 
 

Blessings for the New Year!


